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The z~mmermann telegram as dec~phered b,y the Br~tish 
Room 40 O.B. 

i< 
~Here is a transl~on of the th~ng. It was important 
because the message sa1d the Germans were go1ng to 
resume unrestr1cted submar~ne warfare and th2s part, 
here, deal1ng w1th a deal with Menco, was the straw 
that broke the camel's back. People 1n the Nuddle 
West were very lukewarm toward the 1dea of our 
gett1ng into the War - on e1ther s1de- but when the 
Germans began talking about return1ng to Mex1co 
Texas, New Manco and Ar1zona, that was someth1ng 
else aga1n. So we got into the war w1th1n a couple 
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of weeks after the Brit1sh gave us and establ1shed the 
authent1c1ty of the translat1on of Rthe Zimmermann 
telegram." 

******** 
(How the Zl.liDD.ermann telegram was dec1phered makes a 
fascJ.nat1ng story 1n itself and shows how astute use 
was made by the BntJ.sh of this telegram. German amaze
ment and embarrassment. Questl.On of spy work etc. m 
Mex:t.co. Bn tl.sh covered up the tr:nl excellently&) 
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/!ihe telegram whl.ch brought AmerJ.can mto the war on 
the AllJ.ed side, World War I. Many reasons for 
thJ.nldng we lllJ ght go in on the s1.de of' the Geruans 
and had they been more astute dl.plomatically, J.t 
might have turned out that way!) 


