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obJections that have been raised against 
ssor, s~805, are £ounded upon £ears that the 
alation would be tantamount to the establish
ensorship and might well constitute a serious 
freedom of speech and press. The text o£ the 
ed to be directed specifically against the 
gic informat~on, but it goes far beyond this 
o publish or d~vulge 11any message document, 

paper r the contents or meaning thereo£~ wh~ch has 
en tran mitted in code, without getting specific, 

s~nce a grea~ deal of government business is 
in code or cipher, the bill would appear to

but the moat routine State, 'Far or Navy 
Hence, lt is argued, a bill such as 8.1019 -

law, make it p9ssible for officials to use 
or to further doubtful political ends. The 
is almost inescapable, viz., that the wording 
broad--in £act, so broad as to preclude any 

ng enacted now or in the near future. 

us obJection appears in connection with 
This Section is apparently directed against 

have served in foreign armies or navies or 
foreign governments. But it is worded so 

t cover non-Americans, too. The quest~on is. how 
w opera-e to force a non-u.s. citizen to obtain per-
Secret ry of State, the Secretary of '-Tar, and the 

he Navy before divulging certain information? This 
ns ani practical prQvision and~ould simply b~more 
gless. 

ill seeas to have been drawn up on the theory that 
obtained the information in an official 
his service in, for, or with the government, 

cted to its provisions. But most of the 
ecurity have been committed by people who 
the government or been in the Army or Navy. 
bed by the proposed law. 

ill only takes care of w~llful leakages, where 
information must be present. But in many 
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And it seems to me that tb~ latter source 
should try to cover as well as the former. 

ritish Official Secrets Act, which apparently works 
ept po sibly in the case of "personages" on the 
ent 1 vel), puts the maintenance of security on a 

a than that of having to obtain authority before 
It puts the burden on the fndiv1dual possess

no matter how he obtained it--and tells him 
its security. !f a person naving information 

s it "for the benefit of any foreign power or 
re udicial to the safet or interests of the 
supplied or if he fails to take reasonable 
ts himself as to endanger the safety of (the 
ion" he is d.eemed guilty of violating the law. 
de for a proper authority to whc:~m one -might
to disclose. The disclosure h~ving baen•made, 
to penalize the one who bas made it ""is to 

as preJugicial to-tfie safety or interests of 
n who makes a d1sclosure does so at his own 
out to have constituted a violation Gf 

enalized. Tl~t sort of law has plenty of 
body can say that it sets up a censo~ship or 
eedom ~r speech or press in Great Britain 
use of the Official Secrets Act. 

from the latter, I have made an attempt to 
esent S.l019, to cover both sources of leak-

2 above, and to parallel the severity of 
classification of the information disclosed-

e class fication, the more severe the penalty. This 
an elem nt in any previous bill that I am aware or, 

one t t appe rs reasonable. The attached draft is Lhere
ubmitt d for s ch use as may be made of it. 
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