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SUD~CT: U~ Depa.rtmont Prioritias for Research r.nd Dovelope~.nt Projects 

TO: Cor.n.~ding Gcner.:U.s 
l!.l'I!JY Air· Rorcos 
~\rr:q Ground Forces 
krm:r Service FQI:'ccs 

.CoLllU'.ndcr-in-Chiof 
l!.l'my Forces, Pc.cific 

C onunancling Goner als 
That>. tors of Opera. tions 
Caribbean Defense Concand 

· Depc.'U't.m.cnts 
Uilit~ry District of fT:-:.shin{;ton 
Independent Co.!D.."'..l.ds under the Wc.r Dcpart.r.rJnt 
Base Conr.Ulllds 

C~~ding Of£iccrs 
Bl!.Be Co.nm.'U'lda 

. 
1. Purpose. Th~ pm"posc of the \'lor Dcpc.rtr.Pnt Priorities for Rt..aco.rc:h 

and Dcveloperaont Projects is to insure a noro offGctive utilizction of the funds 1 
personnel, Lr. tpriola, fc.cili tics, Q.nd equipmnt of the Govcrna:nt in the dis
charge of its responsibilities 1.1ith r4spect to research end dovelopomont. 

2. Application, Since the ir.port.."\ncc of any project oust be .m~.surcd 
in its rcl:1-tion to tho over-cl.l progrcm., it fo11mls thnt the final evr~uation 
cc.n be b.cco.r.:plishod effactiv~ly only by those officicl.. duties required the 
poscssion ·or sui'ficicnt lma·rledgo of tho gcncrru. sitUc.1.tion to l.k."'.ko such on 
apprcl.snJ. possible, Tho det\lrllin::.tion of the prioroties for research o.nd 
devclope.t!Cnt projects 1.'IU1 be o.s indic~tcd belmn . . 

o.., Each request for initic.tion of ~- project uill include a 
I'eco.cacnded priority and a. justificc.tion therefor, b~ed on tho definitions 
contcinott herein. 

b, Tho priority of each project l'iil1 be consid..~red by the technico.l 
cocu.'litto~ c.nd tho rocoa:JJnded priority rrill be mndc n part or oa.ch technical 
comittc\l rccoa:J.oll&tion for the initic.tion of a. proj~ct, · · • · 

c. In the event th!!.t c. disngrceLl.Cllt bctucen the priority assigned 
by tho initio.ting a.gcncy end the technicn.l co!.'U.ti.ttce involves tuo o.'l.jor fo~cos 1 
the priority l'Jll1 be dcterr.dned by l'. co.r.Jr.rl.ttoc consisting of the Director, 

• 

. . 
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Dc'9Clop:mn'H Division, Uo.r Departc.ont SpeCial. Staff, and c. roprcsonativc · 
fro.r.1 o~ch of tho interested Divisions of tho Uar Dopo.rtJ:-pnt Gonurc.l Stc.ff1 
ll.nd each of' the n."'.jor co.r.u::~...'"'.nds concerned. 

d. All project priorities uill be rovioued by tht. responsible 
doyelopmnt: .. afioncy iu coorclinc.ting ui th th\l prospoc t.ivo user ~t periodic 
intcrvil.J.s of not loss than six .months for purposes oi' reappraisal., Projects 
in C.::!.toeQry J.....A uill be sir.d.larly rcv:i.m;ed at ld.::!.st every ninoty dc.'1.ys to do
tor.ainc vfhothor tho situ.a.tion existent at that tic.o uc.rr~nts a. continu...'1.tion of 

· tho, spccia.J. ofi'ort required, 

o. O:t•grudz.:. tions chc.".rgod ui th tho prosecution of Rcsccrch l'.lld 
.Dovolopmnt. projects moe authorized to request at :my tiP.P a review· of class 
1 priorities assigned. Such requests will be given proc1pt a.ttnction. 

f. Projects in bc.sic rcse~rch uill be assigned priorities con
sistent uith tho oxpoeted ~pplica.tion of tho results of -such projects, 

3. Definitions. The definitions set i'orth in this p~o.arc.ph .oust be 
adhered to roticuloJl.Sly by those responsible for their e.~:~ployr.ilnt c.nd -..'ill 
be follmfed by cJ.l concerned in requesting or directing the initi~tion of 
rose~ch nnd devclopsmnt·, projects uhethcr of loccl or gc.nor~ ~pplica.tion, 

a, Priority 1. This clc.ssii'ic~tion 1ti.ll dcsignc.'1.to projects thc.'\t 
ldll result in an end itCl:l n ecossc.ry for th.:l security of tho nation or .l:k.'l..nda

tory for tho successful c..ccoqlliShti"Pnt of ir.-porto.nt assigned .r.:dssioliS of the 
using forces • ' 

(1) Priority ~ projects ere subclassified ~s follor1s: 

1.-A - This priority vlill be c.ssigned to those projects 
uhich 1lill produce an end item designed to wet ~ potentil'.J. throc.t c.g~nst 
this nc.tion, the leek of l'Thich would result in no.tur~ destruction c.nd 
disllStcr in the event of lV.::!.re 

1-B - This priority uill be assigned to those projects 
required for neu t~ctico.l.. concepts of uc.rfcru or !or ncu concepts of wm-farc 
resulting froc1 r~dicnlly neu 1ro~pons developed by great scientific a.dvMcc
.DJntB,_ 

1-C - This priority uill be ~ssigncd to those projects 
uhich l!ill result in l'.!l end itcr.1, tho lc.ck of lihich uould prevent the tiacly 
o.cconplish.c.Dnt of :ii.1portan.t c.ssigned r.Ii..ssions of tho using forces. 

(2) E~~~1cs of projects oi' sui'i'icicnt rch'1tive i~ort~ce to 
\'ll'.rrMt inclusion in priority 1 include:: 
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{a) Those necessary to develop countcr~csurc ag~inst 
wco.pons that c.re a potcntil'J. throc.t c.gai.llBt this no.tion, such o.s a.to.r.ti.c 
explosives, guided missiles, ~d supersonic oircrcft. 

(b) Those neccss~~y to develop atocia explosives, • 
utilization of a.to.tti.ct energy, guided mssil.es, and supersonic o.ircr.:~.ft. 

\ 

(c). Thoso ncccss~y to prepa.re r.m.teriol r.nd equipr.l:lnt 
for i.!Jportnnt special. r.ti.ssions or opero.tions • 

. . 
(d) Those ncccssnry to olL~Ik~tc axcessivc losses of 

~tcricl ~d pcr~onnol. 

{c) Those assentil'J. to tho successful a.ccor.1plishront of 
:Lmportc.nt assigned .tlissions such o.s la.rgo-scalc n"\nouvc..rs or vit~ tr(!.ining 
progr~r.s. 

b. Priority 2. This cla.ssi!icc.tion l'lill dcsignt'-tc projects thnt 
vrlJ.l result in en end itca \,hich llill mtoriDJ.~y incrcnso t.nc efficiency of 
tho a.ri.JOd forces • 

(1) Priority 2 projects arc aubc~~sificd ~s foll~rs: · 

2-.t\ - Tirl.s priority will be o.ssigncd to those projects .. 
which will result in m end itc:u th....".t possesses such r.r.rkod superiority over 
existing itOJ:IB tho.t c~lotc ropla.ccr.~nt vould be justified. 

2-B - This priority uill be c.ssigncd to t..'1.oso projects' 
required to correct J.~ jor deficiencies in pri::lary cquipr.Dnt. 

2-C - This priority l'lill be assigned to those projects 
uhich 1r.Ul substc.ntic.J.ly i.t1provo co.ti:>o.t offoctivonoss. 

(2) 4."t."'.CploS of' projects of sufficient roL-{Uvo ir.lportancc 
to v1arr::mt inclusion in Prlority 2 include: 

(o.) Those ncccss~y to dev-Jlop , r.JOdify, ~d test narr 
mteriel designed to rcpl.n.c.c existing types in \he no~ future. 

(b) Those required to keep ~ if:!.portt..nt type of prir.lo."'J:'Y 
equipmn t opera. tions • 

(c) Those of vite.l inportc.ncc to the proper trr-ining o:r 
spec.ic.liz.cd pcrsonp.o.l • 

. · (d) .Those nccess~y to io.crec.se opcr(!.tiolk~ afficie:nc.y. 

(c) ~1oso nccessc.ry to incrcnse n~ntcnancc efficiency. 
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(f) Those noccss~y to increase s~!cty of oatcriel · 
r.nd personnel. 

c. Pr:i.ority 3. This cJ.c.ss:i..f'icr.tion will includo t'.ll other projects 
the expediency of li'hich docs not uarr:.nt r. high"'r priority but l'Ihosc inclusion 
in the ovc.r.:Ul c.iowlopmnt · _t>rogr.:'JJ. is justified. Projects which lec.d to 
de. velope.omt of nou r.n teriol, uo\'l opera. tion techniques, or to disc ovary of new 
r.Jilitr.ll'y techniques nnd devices uhosc urgency o.nd il:lport.."".nt crnnot be currently 
doterr.uned should initi:Uly bo plc.ced in this c~te3ory. • 

(1) Priority 3 projects will be subc~ssi!ied ~s ~' 3-B, or 
3-C to indicc.te tho relc.tive L~art~ce thereof. . . 

(2) F~~plcs of projects properly assigned to priority 3 
include: 

(c.) Tlloso dovolop.mont ~ projects necesscr;,r to ir1provo 
axis ting nc..teriol o.nd oc.s_uip!:Dnt,· but ':hich r.rc of lesser urgency tho.n those 
included in higher priori tics • · 

(b)" Thoso required to r.JC.ko desirr..blc, but not essential 
ir.lprOVOlJl.Jnts • 

(c) Those routine tests to dctcrr.Uno pr~ctic~bility of 
lbteriol ~d cquip.oont !or future usc. 

cc.ted. 
{d) Those for ''lhich no degree of urgency hc.s been indi

(e) Those designed to .:Wprovo trl"..ining techniques. 
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