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riTIi 18, SLCTION 798, UNITED STATES CODE, 1946 EDITION, SUPPLEMENT V

798. Disclosure of Classilied Informatione.

{a) Whocver knowingly and willfully communicates, furmishes, transmits, or
othersise makes available to an unauthorized person, or publishes, or uses in any
nanner prejudicial Lo the safeby or interest of the United States or for the beneflib
of any foreign govermrienl t6 the detriment of the United States any classified ine
formalion~---

(1) concerning the nature, preparation, or use of any code, cipher, or
cryplographic system of the United States or asny foreign government; or

(?) concerning the desagn, construction, use, maintenance, or repair of
any device, apparatus, or appliance used or prepared or planned for use by the
Tiated States or any foreign government for cryptographic or communication iniell-
ipence purposgesj or

(3) concerning the communication intelligence activities of the United
Stales or any foreign governmenl, or

(L) obtained by the process of communmication intelligence from the
communications of any foreign govermment, knowing the ssme to have been obtained by
suth processes-~--

Shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than ten years, or
botha

(b) As used 1n subsection (a) of this section ===

The term "classified information® means information which, at the time of a
violation of this section, 1s for reasons of national security, specifically desig-
nated by a United States Government Agency for limoted or restricted dissemination
or dastributiong

The terms "code", "cipher", and "eryptographic system" include in their meanings,

in addation to their usual meanings, any method of secret wrating and any mechanical
or electrical device or method used for the purpose of disguising or concealing the
conlents, significance, or meanings of communicationsg

The term "foreign government" includes in 1its meaning any person or persons acting

or purporting to act for or on behalf of any faction, party, department, agency,
burecau, or military force of or within a foreign country, or for or on behalf of any

government or any person or persons purporting to act as a government within a foreign

country, whether or not such government is recognized by the United States;

The term "communication intelligence!" means all procedures and methods uscd an
the interccption of communications and the obtaining of information from such
communications by other than the intended recipients;
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The term "“unauthorizcd person" means eny person who, or apency which, is
not authorized to receive information of the catepories set forth in subsection
(2) of this Section, by the President, or by the head of a department or agency
of the United States Govermment which is expressly designated by the President
to engage 1n communication intelligence activities for the United States,

(c) Nothing an this section shall prohibit the furnishing, upon lawful
demand, of information to any regularly consitituted committee of the Senate
or House of Representatives of the United States of America, or joint committee
thereof (added Oct. 31, 1951, ch 655. Sec 2L(a), 65 Stat. 719).
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fully understand its provisions, and am aware of the penalties set forth therein
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