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16 May 1955

¥r. Stuart Hedden
Nev Milford, Connecticut

Desr Btuart:

I 4o not know whether you ever received s reply to your very nice
letter of 1L April, sent to me at Ueorge Washington University Hospitalp
axdl even if there vas an acknovledgment, 1t was probably a very hriel
cne written by Elisabeth.
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I don't know what she told you about my illness but when you say
that I was "consigned to a rest cure in a Washington hospital” I get
the inmpression that perhaps you think that my 1liness was brought on
Yy overwork of & mentsl character. I basten to eliminate that Iiwmpreg-
sion, because I do not think that my coronsry occlusion 1s to be atiribut-
24 to such & cause} 1t probably goos back & long ways in my history. It
is interesting to recell that after my World War I service I falled in s
medical) examination given me by & couple of Arwmy Doctors at Cemp Orant,
wvhen I had been wrged to stay in the Army snd mmke s career of belng an
officer in the Bignel Corps. They rejected me for vhat they said wes a
functicnal coronsry disease bul 1t must have been very slight, for I
seen to have gone on so many years thereafter without apparently any
diffionity.

Anyhow, you will, I am sure, be giad to learn that I am home now and
have been oub of the hospital sbout two weeka. T am permitted to get
dregoed as of last Tuesday bubt am still confined to the second floor. We
1like the house go much that we couldn't give 1t up and declded rather to
spend some mobey on installing a small elevator in the back steircase well.
The carpentry work has been completed for the shaft but we are still await-
ing arrival of the elevaior cege. I hope it comes within s day or two now,
because it is a very seriocus burden on Elirsbeth to go up and down the
Tront staircese so often.
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i do not imow whether you know about the status of my private bill,
#o that the enclosed ¢lipping from the Washington Post will probably be
of intereat to you. (I would like to have it returned, please.) The
i1l is now before the Subcomsitiee on Patents of the Senate Judieliary
Committee. The composition of the Subcommittee iz: O {Wyoming)
Chairman; Olin Johnston {South Carolina) and Wiley (mcmm§. My Counsel
has appeared before the Clerk of the Subcomitiee and has given him back-
ground information and some documents which were aveilable to the House
Judiciary Committes but which the latter appesrently 4id not include mmong
‘hone sent to the Sepste. 1 sm told that there is nothing to be done except
to walt until the Bubcomittee can find time to hold s meeting, so we have
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our fingers crossed. As you are vwel) awara, the passsge of the bill by
the House is only the first of several rather high hurdies. I have not
ux yet made s down peyment on m rev electrle reazor even, let alone a
mich-needed new automoblle.

Thank you for your most welcome congratulations on our Folger awvard.
The manuscript is nov in the hands of the Editorial Board of the Cambridge
Pniversity Press In England, it having been forwarded by their American
representative in New York with the recommendation that 1t be published.
We are hoping to bheer favorsdble word zny day now, but we realize that
there will have 1o be & good deal of cutbing and trioming before the
thing is really ready for the printing, should we be so fortunate as to
have the Editorial Board asgree with the recommendation of thelr New York
of'ftice,

I vas very pleased tc hear sboul your movements and vheresbouis in
the past few months and am glad o know bow nice a time you and Mabel
both had on your various trips. We were, of course, very sorry to lesmxn
sbout the illness which Mebel contracted in Mexico. B8he surely should
learn to give up drinking wmter ouiside the United States and stick to
wither straight whiskey or the local equivalent thereof.

Congratulations to everybody on the birih of the nevw baby and
sspacinlly to you on the acquisition of & third greandson.

I will be awfully crossg with you 1if you should come 1o Washington
soon om business and fail to leave encugh tixe to come by for s chat.
I vant to consult you on something in connection with the private bill.

I must not do oo much, so will bring this letter to a close. With
relterated thanks for your very nice ons to o and love to Mebel, T am,

Affectiopately,

WILLIAM F. PRIEDMAN
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