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7411 CUNGRESS } IIOUSE OF REIPRLSFNTATIVES { RErorT
15t Session No 284

CAPT RUSSELL WILLSON

Maren 4, 1935 —Commuttcd to the Comummtiee of the Whold House and ordercd
to be pninted

N1 Seams, from the Committee on Naval Affwirs, submutted the
following

REPORT
[Lo accompinmy I R 5564]

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was teicired the bill
(I R 53504) for the relief of Capt Russell Willvon, United States
ANasvy, having conadered the same, 1eport 1t to the House with the
recommendation that 1t do pass

@ The purpose of the proposed lexslation 15 to ginve Capt Russell
Willson, United States Navy, 13,000 1 {ull ~ettlement {or a certain
mvention of his used m conncction with the secret communication
facalities of the Navy

The v ilue to the Navs and to the Government of this invention
cannot be measured 1 dollirs and cents  1ts value to the Govern-
ment mav be judged by the fact that 1t was used during the World
War in all dispatches botweon the N vy Department and naval head-
qurters in London, mdluding those concermng moyements of tians-
polts, whare its secrecy protected thousands of Ives and millions of
doll i~ worth of property

Bemg awate of comparative eass with which confidential and weciet
me~sages were mtercepted and decoded by unauthonzed persons,
Captamm Willvon concenved and perfected this invention while on a
tour of sea duty n 1916 For Captain Willson to have patented this
mmvention would hive destroved 1ts usefula s m that 1t would then
haye been open to public mspection, instead, he gave it to the Navy

1 he efliczeney of the device mwy he mare fully appredated flom a
stitement made before the comnuttee de ng the hearings on this
bill which 1» quoted s follow~

Towaid the (nd of tte World War 1+ dispateh from a diplomitic ~gent 1n

Copenh yen reported that copies of all eables wiere reaching Borlin aind all were
bemg doaphered exeept tose 1n Ny etphier

This hll provides for long-delayed ¢ mpensition for a deviee which
dunmng the World Wu was the basis of the Navy - system of secret g
communications
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2 CAPT RUSSELL WILLSON

The Navy Department favors this proposed legislation as 1s inda-
cated by the letter of the Secretary of the Navy to the Speaker of
the House of Representatives which 1s hereby made a part of this
report

NAvY DEPARTMENT,
W ashington, February 4, 1985
The SPEAKER oF THE HOUSE OF REPRESE\TATIVES,
W ashington, D C
My Dear Mr SPEARER There 1s transmitted herewith a draft of a proposed
bill for the rehief of Capt Russell Willson, United States Navy The proposed
legislation provides that the Secretary of the Treasury 1s authorized and directed
to pav Capt Russell Willson, United States Navy, out of any money in the
Treasur) not otherwise approprated, the sum of $15,000 1n full settlement for a
czfzr:ﬁin {.m ention of his used 1n connection with the secret communication facilities
of the Navy
Captain ‘Willson while serving at sea 1n 1916 concenved and designed this in-
vention relating to the secrecy of naval communications, and developed 1t 1n 1917
without suggestions, 1deas, or help from anv other person at any time He sub-
mitted the invention to the Navy Department which accepted 1t 1n 1917 The
mvention has been used by the Navv contmnuously since that time For reasons
of publiec poliey, 1t has never been patented Captain Willson has not 1n any way,
directlv or indirectly, recenned anv compensation for his work in producing this
invention, nor for 1ts use by the Navy during and since the war
The sum of $15,000, which the Navv Department believes should be appro-
priated, 18 modest in comparison with the value of the mvention to the Govern-
ment during the World War and during the 16 jeats thereafter that i1t has been
1n continuous use
The Nav) Department recommends that the proposed legislation be enacted
Sincerely jours,
CrLaubE A Swansow
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