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REMORANDUN For Me, William ¥, Frisdoan

BUBJECT: United Statea-United Kingdom Patent Agreemenis

1 The latest formal sgreement specifisally delinesting the
rights and duties of the United States and British Governmenta
#elative to patents and inventions was the so-called Patent
Interchange Agreement, now sxpired.

2. The lutual Defense Assistance Treaty of 1950 (Atlantic
Paol) conbains s clause cbligating the United States and the
Thited Xingdom to nsgobiate e new agresement on such matters -
and there is a belief ocurrant in the Penlagon that any new under~
taking will be very similar to the Patent Interchange Agresmend,
mt no new arrangement bas as yet been sxeculed,

5. In the sbaence of & epecific underatanding, 4% is the
view of the Army JAG and the Legal Division of the Signal Corps
that the senventional license obtained by the Government frow its
own: suployoes as well sp from contractors, which lioense permits
sapvfaotvore and use for geysynmentsl purposeg, justilies the conw
veyance of technical information as well as esquipments iwvolving
inventions covered by United States patents or patent applications.
The view of ths groups mentioned is, in other words, that
gayarpnental wse is virtuslly synonymous with governmeantal
alvantage.

4s A8 fur ¢s iz known in the Office of the JAG, notwlthatanding
large and warled shipments of equipment to forslgn commiries during
and following Werld Wer II, no cases have arisen in the courts which
sould result in a Judiofal determination of the indicated intsrprew
tation of the sxpression governmental usg.
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