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- E POENTIALITIES OF CQUIIT AS A SOURCE |
OF VARTIIG OF TUE NEMIEWE OF HOSTILITIES

1., The value to the Alliss of owr Signal Intelligence effort during
tHorld Uar II can scarcely be overestimated. Through the reading of highe
gradag:gmanmdtgpanasecipmgfmmeablatopemmtathem
lines enter neadquarbers High comanda Aﬂy Groups

ths’uniqua

. Armicse On a strategic lovel
source of advance kmowledgo of the enmw‘s plans for both offensive and
defensive operations, It was the timeliest, most complete, and most
reliable source of intelligence on his Ordar of Battls, intentlons, and

GapaMJiﬁes. -

On the tactical level, reading of medium and lowegrads ciphers,
traffic amlysis, and direction=-finding provided a rapid flow of opers=
tional inte'l.ligeme in the field, The value of operational intelligense
fron those sources was again during the conflict in Korea, and
the vital part which COMI vill play in the event of a third world war
afreaaonablyconvenﬁonalduraﬁoncamotmbeinamsaﬁmmdoubt

Theroleofcmmn‘asasourceofadvamamm.ngoftheout-
break of such a war is, however, highly problemstic,

1 The wartime cover name for intelligense resulting fron successful crypt-

analytd.c attack on highegrade cipher systems,

] 2 The term COMINT, as it 15 used today, includes both the "Spacial Intelli-
gence® of uorld War II and all other intelligence which may be derived
from. the radio comminications activities of a foreign govermment o
nmadium and lowegrade cipher messages, plain langusge transmissions, radio
telephone conversations, trafflec analysis, ami d:!rection-ﬁ.nd.’:m .
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1 5 study of the gondiact of operations on the Eastern Front in World Ver
IT provides us also with overwhelming evidence of the lengths to which
the Soviets will go in order to gain all the advantages of initial
surprise, For axample, in order to_deny the enemy any information
cmcerd.ngtheﬁrephnforanacttackonamllsectm of the
Fimnish Front, Russian vnits spent six weeks preparing their positions
under the difi’ieult conditions of complete secrecy, . Their success was
suchthatthouemmloa‘bTS%ofthﬁ.rtotaleasualﬂesintbeﬁm

five mimites of the artillery barrage.
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about to be lmnched againot the Umited States, For, as far as the USSR
is concerned, those sources ate plain text wssages and traffic anslysis,

Plain lan~age massaées contain only information which is 'eon-
sidered by the orizinator to be unclassifiod, They may provide a strong
’ indica'l:!.on of_xfidespra?l :Lndnstr:lgl ﬂob:ili.zaﬁ.non, or a strildng item,

) Thesophistioationofsmtsecuﬁtyteclmqueshuhem claarly
denmonstrated, During Vorld War II, tho Soviets achlaved no
successes in radio deceptlion, '.l‘he hope that amalysis of their yadlo
traffic, unsupported by far more positive evidence, will reveal a stratag!.c
intentd.on camot seriocusly be entertained.

The potentialities of COMINT which includes "Special Inte]l'l.
gence" require a complstely different evaluation.

The potentislities of a CQRIINT organization widch doaa not lack
the most important COMINT source are so grest that the difficulties
involved in providing it with that source can scarcely be considered a
deten-ent .f.actor. Nor should ths benefits which it could rmonab].y
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promise be d:lscmmbed on the .:;rmmda that such an orpanization wou.ld
not have tho denonstrable capability of furnishing spocific warning that
hostilitles were about to be inmitlated, It is beyond the power of any
COIINT organization %o guarentee in advance thet it will produce a
specific plece of infarmation, sincey oven if it could obtain and read
:Jhlemfhe messages or.!.@.mted by a i‘omign natd.on, still . it could not write

Inoﬁ.dentany inﬂ:eabsemeofreadablemsngasfmtha area, the
nab.\reandexbentofthatbnﬂdup if, in fact, it did occur, has
not been settled by traffic amlysin in five ysars,

5
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thet the evidonce avaﬂablawasbyﬁo:xeans sufficient to guarantse that
the gonclusion was sound,
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