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.... ,- Army Inteiligenc~__;_j· ... 
Grow's Diary Incident Brings to Light 

.J., ~J"t'ltjl~:·' :( • 

cap_ltals;-' particularly ·~t.\;,yc\_J,Uigarl 
asSJstant attachlls, so~· ot Whom 
are "live wires," and · there fare 
many competent men In ~~::.m 
Washington. ~lf~ll'·· 

But there have been eqough 
cases of misassignment, like 'ithat 

M ' · t f M ']'... A tt h of General Grow, to mar the r81lo zsasszgnmen s o l hary ac ~s ord seriously and ·to reduce mate-
__ · ., rlally the uUiity of Army lntelU-

gence. And It Is clear that thlll 
B.r HAN~ON W. BALDWIN ' fine intent that motivated the poa\-i 

Once egahl the · Army has opean country aftet• the war;ttere war re-establishment· of our a~ 
closed the barn door • after the notorious one !ior his coiviVtal tacMs system has now bam 
horses have been stolen · . ' J! f• ; negated, by, among other reasonii 

Its order •last week, ·paralleled habits, the othe for selling on the the "spoils" · system of ~. 
by·one from the Air Force, pro· black market some excess clothing PC?lltlcs. 
hiNting military attachl!s 'and he• had brought. One major gen· -------

; '!' Army personnel overseas from era!, who during the war was head I 
•,;~; keeping dairies wae a beiatec~- and of G-2, was recalled from his. post 
;1 f' {feeble attempt to rectify funda· as military and_alr attach6 in Lon-: -r mental l!lrror& In t~ Army's a.p- don four years ago for lnvestlga-
•• 1 .-.:proach to the collection and evalu· tiona of charges dealing with al-
\'· .. l "ation of Intelligence information. leged black market activities. 
·~,}'.:·.~·~ But,· uni8B8 this 'futile order Ia Quite recently a mllltary attacM 
l :·.' ~ 'fc!llowed by much more basic ~- In a key Asiatic country had to be 
·' ';:··' fo1'11181 1no major .rlmprovement .m recalled because of the damage he 
'. ~ ·~'the deterlop.tton·.of what' was a was doing his nation. 'Two yea.rs 
:. r;. gOOd intelligence service during ago In anothet• Asiatic country !he 
'! !' ,.- Worl!l War II can be exl!l!cted. Incompetence of virtuii.Uy all of our 
i'r, ,, The diary order stemmed from attaches was a matte1• of common 

.~,\what Ia now the famous and unfor- goasiu In the ca.pital of that coun· 
\•:·;· tunate, "Grow case," an incident try. 

J ,: that will probably be discussed in VItal Intelllge Liuk 
, ~ ' . intelligence clrcles with anger, inl· nee 

. ' patience, or humor for years to Attaches are only one !Ink in an 
,~ ,come. · · · intelligence service, but they are 

•: · Maj.•Gen. Robert W. Grow, un· an inlportant link. They are, I 
. ~ tn recently United, States military moreover, mora than intelligence 

, 'attach6 to Moscow, and an officer "agents"; they are diplomatic rep
'1 !',with a fine World· War .II record resentatives who should represent 

: In' command of armor, Ia, deserved· their country Wlth tact, distinction, 
· Iy, the "goat" of 'tills one, but the dignity and "brains." . ' 

larger share of the'blame must be •'They are, or they.shouldibe, an 
shouldered by G·2·'"(intelllgence) ambassador's mUitary a1des, but 

, ). and by the Army-.!tself.' J;f., .~ ' many of them in the ·post-war 
. · • General Grow, • a ' fire-eating years, have viewed the Foreign 

.. ··.. type 'with very" decided opinions Service and the State Depa1·tment 
· i ··,. that he is not slow to voice, vi· with Ill-disguised contempt and I· ·•:'·) I olated a kindergarten principle have made themselves \>'lrtually ln-
1 • .',, ~of•intelllgence by keeping, during dependent of the AmbasSadors 
t• ' · his Moscow duty, a compromising under whom they should '\York. 
' · . ,. 'diary, •·which not only urged war Personality and pres~e frlc
l'•"" agalnst'the Soviet Union but also tiona have sometimes caused al· ph m· po,rd~ With GIICitltude' the gen• moat Open "squabbles" ?.--between 
• ,.1; 1;1 observatiOn& in Moscow, his various representatives fibf, ''the 
i· · ,· • 'wtth other'attach6s and ob- United States Governmmit"In fo1·· 
i ·servers, hla various "contacts'! and eign capitals, and-there have been 
1 his dlsUke'for: tl!,.;,~unlted' S'tatea times 'when the m!Htary, defying 

. Ambassador. t · ' · · the tradition of civilian supremacy, 
. : - ~ D•·- In His Ro have gotten too big for their boots 
· : , -., om and have virtually tried to run the 

Then, to compound his lndlscre- show. 
tfon he left his diary In his room These criticisms are not, of 
In a Frankfurt (Germany) hotel, course, universal: the A1my has 
while there on a visit; a nursery- many good attaches in foreign 
school violation of secu1·Ity. Some-1===,.--·--------=-
one pilfered and photographed It 
(before returning It) and the Com- • 
munlsts · are using It With some 
effect In both propaganda and In· 
telllgence. ·. · 

About the only hopeful note, as 
one of General GrOW's fellow off!· 
cera said, Is that the diary, which 
displayed little erudition and !eBB 
lnfol'lltatlon, "might damn. well 
confuse the Russians." " 

. As a result of this miscue, 
General Grow was recalled from 

.. M011cow, along with a bevy of 
others whom he compromised; the 

· unfortunate general has been link
ed unfairly by the Russians with 
their germ warfare propaganda 
campaign, and· his scalp- has been 

.-. demanded" :by: ~··the ~ Connecticut 
Co,pncll • of'' Churches and by all 
and sundry.· .. • · 

, •o;..· But '•'nobody\ ffseema 'to· have 
'asked.~Why' a 'man like" General 
Grow was In Moscow at ail. and 

, ~ nobody seems to have laid the 
blame where It squarely belongs

. on the Army policies that per-
mitted and encouraged the placing 

, • . . of a square peg In a round hole. 
, ,General Grow has major mlllt!UJ: 
f · • usefulness; but the peculiar attrl· 
r~ ,, butes required byamllltar,)!a~~~l! 
~\-:·., ~ aqL\!:m_og,g'his ta\en~r:1 •' • 

, The most Important · mllltai'Y 
,. •attache post In the world, Moscow. 
f • ' hall twice now been bestowed upon 

good, two-fisted, tough fighting 
, ; , men," with 'no other qualifications 
1 whatsoever for the job. Maj. Gen. 

John' W." ("Iron ·Mike") . O'Danlel 
1 -. (now a lle~tenant general, com
.' manding the ·l"'rst Corpa Ia Koreal 
~, • was·~Genetal Grow's· predecessor. 
· Some of his personal reports drew 
• ' 11011\e rather sweeping conclusions 
· from the shabby appearance of the 

· •buildings In Moscow, the slowness 
, of the trains and the dreBB of the 
people. ~ '' 'i ;' 

· ExceUed A8 Combat Officer 
General O'Daniel possessed one 

of the finest combat records of 
any division commander in World 
War II. Later be commanded the 
Jntantry School with credit, and 
he deserves well of his country, as 
dld General Grow, until he em
barrassed It by his unfortunate 

..careleaaaeaa. But the qualifica
tions of either of these officers for 
the difficult job of military attach!! 
are veiled in,myatery, Neither were 
experts on,. Russia; nelthl!lr had 

·made military lntelUJ'4!11ce their 
. specialty. • '; '· · • 

If Moscow were the only post so 
distinguished by._ the Army there
sult, though l!acl, might not be dis
astrous. But·there have been re
peated Instances In the years since 
the war of' major mlaassiPments 
In military attach!! posts. Some 
attachl!s have been outright fail-

., urea; many have bel!ll exc,edlngly 
' •Y(eak. '· . '···' J . ;. 

Two attachl!s ln•an Eastern Em·-


