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In the early part of 1943, I was on duty with Sigmal Suurit'y Agenoy, v 7
Office of the Chief Signal Officer. .

{e

As Chief of the Security Branch, Bigmal Security Agemcy, I had the re-
sponsidility for all eryptographic seourity. The making of recordings for
Project X81753 was n coryptographic sssurity funotion and, therefors, it was
ny responsibility to asgertain that pertineat military security regulations
sovering the handling of oryptographic material in all aspects wore complied
with by all contractors for this type material.

In aconjunation with seocurity investigations, I inspected the Bell.labora-
tories, Forld Broadeasting Company, and Musak Transeriptions, Inc., approxi-
mately semimonthly, beginning 1 Pebruary until April 1943, at which time the
making of these inspasations wps transferrod to Lt. Colonel Charles H. Hiser,

wy Deputy.

From conversations with Bell laboratori-s engineers, principally lir. Iden
Kearney, and with offioers of the 805th Signal Bervice Company, about the middle
of March 1943, I got the impression and understanding that at such timos as the
reacording oquipmont was made aveiladle to the Army, it would de operated entirely
by personunsel of the 805th Signal Servisce detachment, who were to be trained in the
uss of the squipment during ths actual operations at World Broadoasting and Mazalk
Transoriptions. During the operations at the World and Mugak installations, the
problem of deferments for recording and operating persomnol employed by those
organisations was referred to me. I, in turn, referred this matter to Army Come
mnications Service, 0CBigz0. Unsuacessful attempta to secure defsrments of this
personnel and inability of the ocmpanies concerned %o prooure suitable recording
engineers not subject to the draft were two difficulties encountered simultansously
with a directive for a greatly inoreassd production rats for these records.

In view of the military necesaity for this inorsased record production, it
was oy inprsssion that the degisi.n was made to utiliss the perscmnel of the 805th
Signal Serviee detachment as the only means of accomplishing the task.

Daring the ¢ime records were produced undsr the experimental (first) contract,
it was my impression that no troop labor was used for other than security purposes.

It is dosired to point cut herein that the responsidbility of the Sigmal Sesu-
rity Agenoy in this matter was entirely with security, and not with decisiona as
%o the employment of perscunsl of the 80Sth 8ignal Security detachment. It was
about the niddle of March 1943 that I learned that personnel of the 305th Signal
Servioe detachment were actually to be nsed on resord production.
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STATRUENT BY LY, COLONEL CHARLES H, HISER:

In late April 1948, I beocame Aoting Chief of the Security
Branch of the Signal Security Agency ia antioipation of the de-
parture of Colanel BEarle F. Cook for temporary duty overses.

In addition to my other duties, I was lavolved in the produce
tion of key rocords for the X81753 project. My responsibilities in
somneotion with this ;rojeot were to insure that geourity regulations
wers properly cbserved in the srodustion of project records.

It was my impression from convorsations with perscunnel of the

Bell Televhone labormtoriea and the 305th Sigmal Service Company that
a decision had been reached in the 0ffice of the Chief Signal Offiger
that military personnel would be used in the produstion of the ksying
records by use of the RC-250T1 equipment inatalled on the premises of
Yorld and Musak. It was further my impression that this decision was
reached dus to the fust that there was & shortage of trained oivilian
personnsl avallable, that difficulties wero engountsred in obtaining
draft deferments for existing oersonnel, and that the requirements for
rsoord production were greatly inoreased.

At ahout this time I understood that the Bell Telephone laboratories
wory to undertaks rosearch neceasary to perfect a direot recor:ng pro-
oess which would eliminate the requirsment for wax recording and processing
at Forld ami Muszak. The direct recording equipment was to be installed in
Rashington and to be aperated by mombers of the 805th Signal 3ervice Come
pany. It is my impression that the decision to investigate the direot
recardiag prooess, inoluding the use of 805th personnel in Waahington, ine
flusnced the deaision to use troop labor on the EC~250T1 equipmen%, for
training purposes, at World and Musak,

CHARLES 1. HISER
Lt. Colomel, Signal Corps




