- execverBErdl K AR .ZREsu’n‘ TOP-SECRET
~-NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL -
WASHINGTON

AN 1 (g O Y e e

February 10, 1953

IELORANDUL FOR IR, FRIEDMAN:
At your request; I am transmitting herewith an

extra copy of the President's directive on COMSEC matters,

%,

JAMES S. LAY, JR.
Executive Secretary

approved on October 24, 1952,

Leclassified and approved for release by NSA on 01-31-2014 pursuant to E.O . 13526)




-

» b REF ID:A72217 ‘ mfﬁﬁﬁ—
. SNTY- MO

COoOPX COPY ;). o

MEMURANDUM F(R: The Secretary of State
The Secretar, of Defense

SUBJECT: Communications Security (COMSEC) Matters

Ine security of classified Federal telecommunications
(COMSEC) is & national responsibility. COMSEC policies and
procedures must be lntegrated so a2s te enable the various
departments and agencies of the Government te cooperate ef-
fectively in such matters and to satisf{y legitimate reguire-
ments for tue securily of their classified messages.

I therefore designate the Secretaries of State and Defense
as a Special Committee of the liational Security Council for
COMSEC matters, te establish such policies relating to CUMSEC
as will achieve the maximum szecurity of classified Federal tel-
ecommunications and to keep me advised of such peolicies through
the Executive Secretary of the National Security Council.

In the COMSEC fleld, I direct the Special Committee of tne
KS€ to prepare and 1ssue directives which will:

1. Rescind the Executive Order of 3 July 1945 en~
titled "Cryptegraphic Security With Respect to Certain
Conmunications of the Government®™.

2. FEstablish a United States Communications Securat;
Board (USCSL) responsible for integrating policies and pro-
cedures affecting the security of classified Federal tele-
communications.

3. Provide for the establishment of appropricte re-
sponsibilities and autherities to assure within the Exec-
utive Brancu, among other things:

' - - (a) High and uniform standards of communication
security.

- (b} Effective ceoperction in COMSEC matters be-
tween departments and agencies concerned.

d(c) The adequacy of the crypteograrhic systems
used.

. (&) Coeordinatio. of C(MSEC problems, particu-
lorly policles wati: respect to foreign governments.
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- {e) Satisfaction of legitimate requirements
- for the security of clossified telecoumunications.

(8igned) HARRY S. TRUMAN




