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DTG: 1/ 8:35 A.M. T 1 July 19:8

Special Telecommunications Mission of Mr. Raymond L
Harrell.

Mr. Raymond L. Harrcll, Telecowmmunications Attache,
Habana, designated special United States representative to
treat with several Telecommunication mattcrs of special inm-
portance in relation to Central and South American countiies
(except Mexico). Each American Iliissicn hercby informed vital
concern United States these matters and is requested render
Rarrell all posslble assistance. Harrell to conduct mission
with consent and advice offlcer in charge ecach misslon visited.
He is authorized use for purposcs conzaultation and without
expensce to Department, services United States ciltizens avail-

. able at site and qualifled in field his endcavor.

Recasting radio frequency list by Provisional Frequency
Board now sitting in Geneva is most inmportant project result-
ing Altantic City Telecommunication Conferences. Wakefleld,
Chairman United States Delegation, strongly urges Latin Ameri-
can cowmtiries send representatives PFB for their own sake and
o counizrbalance Soviet bloc. Two or three Latin American
Republics only now represented in spite previous efforts
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through American Mlssions urge countiries send rcepresencvouvives.
Soviet bloc now marshals ten votes ocut of twenty-eight.
Frequently other couvntrles vote with USSR in self intorest.

. Since frequency list revision vital United Statces Telecommunil-
cation interest, essential Unlted States obiain all hemis-
phere support possible. No person designated by nember
international Telecoinmunlcations Union to serve on Adminis-
trative Council or International Frequency Regilstrztion Board,
gay exercise functions until instiruncent of ratification or ,
sccession convention has been deposited ITU. On Administrative
Council are Colombia, Bragil and Argentina. On IFRB are Cuba
and Argentina. Imperative In United States visw tThese coun-
tries ratify convention prior January 1, 1919. United States
opposed proxy voting Atlantic City Conferences; stressed
desirability representatives physical attendance. Financgial
or other difficulties may prevent smaller Latlin American
countries sending personal represcentatlives Geneva. Only
alternative may be proxies. In that cvenit, Harrcll to sug-
gest appointment some non-United States American Republic
%0ld proxy. As last agilternative United States may conslider
sccepting proxy.

United States preparing for Fourth Inter-Amcrican
Telecommunication Conference. Consideration being given
posslblility substantial modiflcation Telecommunication
Convention signed Rio de Janeciro, September 1945. Authentic
text thils convention reached United States only uccks ago
Devartment temporarily witkholding Scnate action toward
ratificaetion. United States most anxious know feeling in
other couniries concerning revision or ratification this
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Convention at this late date. Answer this guestlon will
have immediate and important influence Conference preparation.

Important portion Rio Convention conccrns organlization
Inter-American Telecommunication Office fOI”) which would
supplant Inter-Amerlcan Radio Office (OTR Would be most
helpful in Conference proparatory woric-if 1rnediate reaction
Latin American countrlies concering continuance’ or modifica
tion this offlcce be obtained. Few Latin American countrics
contribute OIR, thercfore, possibly not intercsted its
continuation. Some 9IT functlons might be periormed by
special Pan-Anerican Office. HMany OIT functions proposed
Rio duplicate in fact many performed by ITU Secretariat.

L.M. Ericesson Company, Sweden, is reported extremely
active Latin American countries outbidding American Tele-
communication Companies this field. Ericcscon equipment
substantially different from United States equipment. Ralses
g -rious replacement problem should Fricesson equipment become
mavallable, or Company come under d mination USSR, Important
determine cxtent and nature Ericceson opewation.

Harrell expected depart Habana June 29 for Caracsas
His itinerary to be forwarded later. He wlill contact
Officer in Charge immediately upon arrival for purpose
discussion subjects in detall with such staff members as
may seen desirable. Would be very helpful if, .-pfior
. his arrival, a list of foreign officials he shoyld contacy,
were compiled and avallable discussion on arrival. t,uch

officials would normally include appropiiate fore;gp\ ffl -
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officials, those responsible for all radio services. both

c*vilian and militvary, as well as those charged ulth allocati-
“ *~ o squenciles and control of Telecommunications. It

is requeutﬂd, however, that all discussions with foreign
suthoritles in this regard, avalt arrival of Harrcll.
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