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(Buic Ltr: ACS/ID.tel ltsence, u. s. Air Force, tUe AFCL'f-1C3, Sab.ject: 
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!iaticmal Securi~ Agency, Fort George ~. Meade, Maey.laDQ 

'l'O: .AaaiataDt c.b1et ot Stai':f', ID:telligence, Jn1 ted States A1r lorce, 
The l'eatagon, Waa.biDgtall 25, :D. e. 

1. Aexoapace 'l'eclmical. Illtellit-,'"&DCe Center (Anc) efforts to 
assist tbe JatioDal. Secnlrit)t Ageaq- (EA) in ac:q\lir1Jl& a capability 
tor .reception l:ll'd record1ag ot signals 11118Dat1Dg :from aate.l.U. tes aDd 
space veh1clea are appreciated. It is :er:ognized at -:hia time that 
the U'n1ted States baa oD.l.y a margiDal. collection ca-,t-&btli ty agai.:lSt 
Sov1et earth satelli tea and space probes. Accordi~, lSA bas 
,PQrSUed With urpney the deveJ.opment ~ a :ninimnm .:&i)&billty to collect 
foreigp. earth sate.ll:.i. te ami space vehicle t:raDsmiasions. In this 
regard, tbe Department ~t !Jefsse recent17 cbargecl the Jatio.oal 
Securi ~ Agency Vi til the t.ask r4 ;repari.ng a SlGilfl collection i»lan• 

2. 4n ;.be :ourse ot its studies, JSA llaa investipted the 
possibili 't7 ot aaillg apace trackiD& and data acquisition :c"'acill ties 
;assessed b7 tbe Jili.U taey llepartme,nts and the Jatioml Aerollalltics 
and Space Mmi:listrati-on. GeneraU:/ 1 these !acill ties are amp.l.oyed 
1::1 reaearcb. and development tasks or space trackillg. lSA ase ot ";nese 
tacili ties ~IIOU.l.d :uoat .:i;)robabl;/ result in a secoud priority being 
accorded to data collection fraa .toreien earth satellites and space 
!le.b.ia.lea. There are security 'robJ.ema inherent in aiDS these 
.t•aei.l1 ties. ~, 1:0r.rtractor _persozmel are 118ed extenai vel7 
1:1 tne 3/D enViroament and '2ere will be .requirerae11ta to llSe codeword 
tntormatiOJl in proper ~cal direction ot the ~ction t"acili ties • 
.Jfost importallt, aowever, facilities possessed b7 the MU1 tary Depart• 
:aeat& ·and liASA gene~ require exteaaift aDd expensive· .:~C-dification 
Detore they C8D. et:t'ecti~ collect data for iDtelligeDCe purposes. 

3. fbe Jational Securi t7 Agenc7 conceptual p.l.au for SlQDI'f 
eo.llectioll at toreigrl earth sate.Ui te aDd space fthicle t1"8ll1Jntlasiona 
is ac.beduled tor coo:rdiD&tioD w1 th tbe Department ot Def'eDSe Y1 thin a 
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few weeka. _ilben the pJ.aa is approved tbe National Securi t7 Agency 
will explore &Del attempt to exploit azq ad:vaatages to be derived 
in use 0'£ United States research and development .fac:Ui ties. It ia 
reeounendecl, therefore, t.bat provision of additioual equipment l'or 
Air Foree JU.saile 'fest center tacill ties for cliGIM' collection be 
bald 1D abeyance .PI!Ddins outcome at Departaent of Deteuse and 
JatiOD&l. Security Agency deliberatiODB • 

w/d 
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OPS 
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. :.,· , u !:'~· .... <.'"!' 
'., ·-· .r: •• ·;~ r.. a. lr11UCT 

"''ice Admiral, IJSN 
Director 

M/?.: ACS Intelligence, !\F requested comments on correspondence it 
forwarded. Correspondence included letters :rom ATIC and Atlantic 
~tissile Range contractor in which it was proposed tc augment equi~­
ment at two ~m facilities and bring them into a collection net to 
intercept and record satellite and space Yehicle signals. ?.eply 
has been coorciinated with Mr. Guy Stevens (GENS-02) i,.j;r. o. R. Kirby 
(PROD-04) and Col. Burn (CPS). 
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