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il. Aerospace Technical Intellizence Center (ATIC) efforts to
assist the National Security Agency (R8A) in scquiring a capebility
for receplion und recording of signals emanating from gatellites and
space vehicles are appreciated. It is recognized at this time that
the United States has only a zmarginal collection capability agaiast
Soviet earth satellites and space probes. Accordingly, 3SA has
pursued with urzency the develcpment oz a ainimmm capability $o colliect
foreign earth satellilte and space vehicie transmissicns. In this
regard, the Department o1 Defense recently charged the lational
Security Agency wvith the %ask of preparing a SIGINT collection plaan.

2s I %bhe course of its studies, ISA hag investizated the
possibility of using space tracking and data acquisition Facillties
rossessed by the siiitary Departments and the Jdational Aercnautics
and Space Administration. Jeneralliy, these facilities are ampioyed
ia research and development ¢asics or space iracking. ISA use of these
facilities would most probably result in a second priority beiang
accorded to deta colliection from forsign earth gatellites and space
veiitizles. There ars security problems inbereat 1n using toese
facilities. ienerally, contractor personnei are used extensively
in e 3/3'1 snvironment and sShere will be requirements to use codeword
information in proper technical direction of the coliection facilities.
dost important, nowever, facilitles possessed by the Military Depart-
zents and NASA generally require extensive and expensive acdification
before they can effectively collect data for intelligence purposes.

3¢ The dational Security Agency conceptual plan for SIGINT
sollection of foreign earth satellite and space vehicle transmissions
is scheduled for coordimation with the Department of Defense within a

Leclassified and approved for release by NSA on 10-25-2013 Qurauan.t to E.0 13526




REF ID:A44651

SECRET-

(Basic Ltr: ACS/Intelligence, U. S. Alr Force, file AFCINe1C3, Subject:
(U) Data Collection Facilities, Technical Intelligence, dtd 1l Jov 60)

1lst Ind {Cont'd) Serial: N 4798

fev weeks. When the plan is approved the Hational Security Agency
will explore and attempt to exploit any advantages to be derived
in use of United States research and developeent facilities. It is
recommended, therefore, that provision of additional equipment ror
Alr Force Missile Test Center facilities for SIGINT collection be
neld in abeyance pending outcome of Department of Defense and
Hational Security Agency deliberations.
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¥M/R: ACS Intelligence, AF requested comments on correspondence it
forwarded. Correspondence included letters from ATIC and Atlantic
Missile Range contractor ia which it was proposed tc augment equip-
ment at twe AMR facilities and bring them into a collection net tc
intercept and record satellite and space vehicle siznals. Jeply
has been coordinated with Mr. Guy Stevens (GENS-02) iir. 0. R. Kirby
(PROD-04) and Col. Burn (GCPS).

Mr. W. Deeley, GBNoS-651, L195-85, 2 Dec o0, ab




