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To insure the use of the proper code in connectlon
wlth the dlspatch of outgolng telegrams, the responsibllity
for indicating on the sligned originals the degree of their
confidentiallty shall be assumed by the drafting officer,
effective immedlately.

The descoriptive terms to be used and thelr signifi-
cance are glven below:

CLEAR -- Text of message to be sent in plain

language. (Non-confidentlal code may be
used if economy can be effected thereby).

RESTRICTED ~- Matter of such a nature that
1ts disclosure should be limited for reasons
of administrative privacy; or matter not
clasgified as "Confidentlial" because the
benefits to be galned by a lower classifica-
tlon outweligh the value of the addltional
securlty obtalnable from the higher clas-
sifi?ation. (To be sent in non-confidential
code).

CONFIDENTIAL -- Matter of such a nature that
1ts dlsclosure, while not endangering the
natlonal securlty, would be prejudicilal
to the interests or prestige of the Nation
or any Government activity thereof. (To
be sent in confidential code).

BECRET -- Matter of such a nature that its
disclosure might endanger the national
securlty, or cause serious injury to the
interests or prestige of the Nation or any
Government activity thereof. (To be sent
in the most confidential code).
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These indlcations should be placed by drafting
officers on the upper right-hand corner of outgoing
telegrams. No message should be designated "Confldentigl"
or "Secret" if 1ts text ls at any time to be made public

by the press, or otherwise, or 1f it is to be communicated

to others in plain language.

CORDELL HULL

Department of State,
October 29, 1941.




