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424 No. George Mascn Dy,
Arlington, Va,
11 Angust 1950

Krs, iina A, Bryan
Assistant Sditor
The & ers of Thoras Jeflergon
Princeton iversity Library
Princeton, Hew Jerasy
Dear irs, Bryani

Referring to my ietter of 15 July 1950, and to the
Jefferson Mge fragnent in the lassachusetts Historical Society,
I an plensed to enclose herewith a cony of a letiter from the
National Bureau of ‘tandards. which clears up the mystery.

wincerely yours,

WILLIAM ¥, FRIEDUAN

Incl,

Epprovedior Release by NSA on 03-25-2014 pursuantto £ 013520
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U.S5. DEPART:'ENT OF COMMERCE
National Bureau of Standards
Washington 25
11.2/2.0

July 25, 1950

Mr. William F, Friedman
424 N, George Hason Drive
Arlington, Va.

Dear Mr, ¥Friedman:

In reply to your letter of July 19 to Dr. Condon I am
returning the eaclosed photostat. It apnears to be a draft
of a tadble for converting temperatures from the Reawmur to
the Farenheit scale. It was probably intended to be attached

to a thermoneter. The exact conversion formula is P = 2,25 R 4 3Z2.

Very truly yours,

/e/ Franz L. ALt
Franz L, A1t
Agsigtant Chief,
Comutation Laboratory

Enclosure
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424 N. Gecorge Mason Drive
Arlington, Vae
July 15, 195%0

¥rs. Kina R, Bryan

Agsistant Lditor

The Papers of Thanas Jefferson
Princeton University Library
Princetan, New Jorsey

Dear Krs, Dyyant

Thank you so much for vouwr very kind letter of 26 Jum aml for
its inclosure,.

I have taken the liberty of having coples mede and therefore
I am retuming your oririnal of the fragment in the Massachussiis
Hatorical Scelotys I had sore of my friends tale & look st the
photostat to see vhat they can male of ity at the moment we are quite
sure that it has nothing to do with cryptogreaphy. The design seers
to be one for a sort of medallion t© be wm on a watch chain, The
tabular material runs from + 28 to - 2, in staps ef 4 units in the
R columj and all the tables fit the famula F « 2,25 R + 1, These
are aleo interpolation tables which run from .00 to 4,00 in intervals
of 25, I don't know what K or F represent, nor do 1 know why
anybody would wart tables of so simple a function, Mental arithmetic
wiil do very nicaly. Perhaps X'1l have ane of my astronomsr {riends
look at the photoatat, and if he ocomes up with an answer, I'l1l be
glad to write you.

I wish to thank you for yowr information from Mrs, Rimball even
though it wes negstive, I have not given up hope entirdly, however,
and someday mmy turn up A& bit more inforration. Euarly last May X
visited "Poplar Forsst" and established cardial friendship with the
young people who live there now, There is & possibility that some-
thing my be found there.

I had the plessure of meeting Dr. Yoyd in Vashington st the
time of the ommony at the Library of Congress, I wish I had knowm
you ware thers too and I would havs made my presence inom Lo you
po that we could have had a chat.

Thank you for your courtesy, I am

Sincerely yours,

1 Incl. VIILIAH Fo PRIEDMAN




