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Re"Dort ot trip to PriDct~.oa Univera,i tz, Prinq,eton1 .HJ..a. 

On Monday, 3 ttarch 1952, LCdr, Gleason and I vtsi ted 
Prof'. von Neumann at Princeton. accompanied 'b7 Dr. H .. T. Engstrom 
and A. E. Roberts, Jr. of 'ERA., 

The principnl subJect or di scusaion vn.s tbe computational 
method bcinr. tr1ed by Roberts as an analytic wq of recoverin£ a 
substitution. It wa.a agreed that his recent erperimenta are en• 
eouraging, and nothing should be allowed to interfere witll -push­
ing th1s method to a conclusion. 

In the course of the discussion it a:rpeA.red that Prof. von 
'N'e'WDaml h."?.d beon studying an alternntiTP method. '.rhis method is 
to find a line~r combination of ~11 rerMUtntions, ench weighted 
a.ccordinr; 'to how well or how bndl.~ it fitted the ~ven dA.ta. Al­
though this sounds as though n! coeff'ic:~.ents nrtl.St be evaluated, 
von NeUMS.nD bas a.n inr,on1nus 'T"l'OCedure which would cut the work 
to less thnn n4 com~t~tionm. It is not 7et clear that the 
r.1ethod would work or thnt the computations are feA.Bible, but the 
idea ~s novel and worth at le~st a ~reli~in~ry inveoti~ation. 
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