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Coaments on SCAG

These remarks are offered in conformity with & suggestion made Ly

Captain Harper during the SCAG meoting of 10=)2 July,

It appsars reasonabls to hops that SCAG may render assistenos in the

following wayss

orohlem nressated to ne. mmmmiwmmm
on the part of most SCAG members, with the methods followad to date
by AFSA persomnel and with their expected future procadures, Sudh
fardliarity could best be aoquired Ly individual confercnoes,
preferably during visits to Washington, betwoen now and the September
meoting. mthbuuoff.nfombionthuobtdmd.mdpuhapd
informal discussions among thoss SCAG members vho £ind opportunity,
the September meeting should produse soms concrete opinions as to
8, FPossible now mathematical attscks on the problem or possible
miifications in existing wethods, One such suggestion vas
defly made by D, Tompkins at the meeting on 12 June snd vas
wﬁdwmmmaﬂﬁtuqmnmmmm.
It might be well to explore this suggestion without waiting for
mswm-
b, A dssirable drder of events in carrying out successive stages
leading toward a general solution, It was olear that there is no
wvids-spread convistion as to the most efficlent program. The
nembsrs of SCAG may be able to offor enecumraging suggestions to
those who have carried on this frstrating task,

o, Electronic equipment or computational techniques wherely the

expeoted time required to carry through a .l‘ ieclaaaified and approved for
elease by NSA on 04-02-2014
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o _are Also mambors of SCAG. reopwiine
Yor the writer, as a Pansl momber,
the SCAG mestings have thus far shed considerabls light on ths urgency
of osrtain types of equipment and on reletive priorities attached

to various perts of the AFSA progrem,

e

the writer belisves this should be done sparingly. Bven in the
eritically Suportant field of probability and atatistics, it appears
doubtful that a specislist should be added at present, unless ons could
htuunﬁﬂthmmzuﬂwmorﬂwuddnpthofm“ﬁ
mathematios as well as applied statistics, There is an exvellsnt supply
of talent in this area, as well as in other essential mathematical fields,
amng the AFSA personnsl, Furthermove, some members of SCAG are familiar
with the most relevant statistical techniques, an eppreciation for whieh
seens to depend rather on an understanding of the particular problems at
stake than on being expert in other forms of statistical endeavor, If

the rest of the group shonld, however, feel the need for a mew SCAG
member in this area, the names of Fred Mosteller (Harvard) axd S, S,
Wilks (Princeton) might be considered.

ideas occurring to SCAG memberss a possibility which wonld be enhanced
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under the stimulus of consultations between them snd the AFSA experts
who have lived with these problems,

48 a general corment, the undersigned feels that the SCAG sessions have
been well-conceived and well-executed, Insofar as the project holds promise
of success, and the writer is ipclined to optimism, a good start has been
mads,

[s/Stavart 8, Calrrs



