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TO :BSA-30 · DATE: 9 :November 1954 

FROM ·RSA-31 

SUBJECT:CCIIIIDents on Skellett's CodiD& azul Decoding MachiDe 

· Mr. Skellett • s proposed machine is cryptosraphical.l;r the equivalent ot 
"tviating" the rotors in a aaze (i.e., displaciDS the ript contact face of 
each rotor w1 th respect to the lett face) rather thaD ateppiDS each rotor aa 
a UDi.t in which the relat10DBhip between the 1D,put and. output contact points 
remains fixed. 'l'heoretica.J.q, this principle baa aaae attractiJre possibilities 
and thia particular approach is one which we have Dever considered in the design 
ot cryptographic equipnent. The basic priDciple, however 1 is very- similar to 
one ot the proposals tor BD alphabet geuerator (electronic rotor) vbich is 
current:q unc!er investigation. As to this particular embodiment·, it appears 
that plain text radiation migbt be a serious problem and ve believe that there 
are better V&¥S ot accca:pliBhiDg the same, or aD equivalent result. The 
SUSPstion iS appreciated, however 1 azul a Cop;y of Mr • Skellett 1 S paper baa 
been made for the Division • s tiles. 
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