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1. Turnished below for your information is a brief review of the now-resolved
Jurisdictional dispute between UBCSB and 8-IMICC as to which body bas the
yeaponsibility and final authority for spproving disclosures of COMAEC information
o foreign govermments and handling requests from them for COMSEC assistence. Coples
&f the more pertinent correspondence and Bosrd papsrs sare attached.

£. At = joint weeting held on 3 June 195%, the members of USCSB and USCIB,
agting on SB proposal, agreed to the sppointment of an Ad Hoc Committee to
Study and make recommendations with regard to the establislment of the subjlect
prdeedures. The Ad Noc Comnittee recommended a wniform procedure which wma sub-
sitted to both Boards for approvel (USCIB 12./h; COMSEC 2-/8, 20 Aug 54). The
Committee attached a proposed memorandum to the Chalrman, 8-IMICC, from the
Chairman, USCSB, stating that USCSB, under the authority of WSC 158, hed been
delegated the responsibility of authorising disclosures of COMSEC information to
foreign govermmenta, and requesting that this responsibility be removed from the
terms of reference of 8-IMICC.

3. Exoept for minor editorial corrections, there was no objection by either
Board, and the edure was declared effective as of 17 September 1954 (USCIB
12/6; SOMSEC E-ﬁ&). On the same date, the proposed memorandum wes forwarded to
the Chairman, S-IMICC.

k. fhe B-IMICC authorities objected to being removed frem the pleture, and,
fullowing informil dfscussions between the Executive Secretary, USCSB/USCIB, and
the lbputg Chairman, B-IMICC, the latter sulmitted his objections in a formal
véply on 8 December 1954 (COMSEC 2-/11; UBCIB 12./12, 13 Dec 5k). This reply
ftated in effect thet, an the basis of s Presidential Directive of 27 February 1ghé

the 8-IMICC Charter, the final decision on disclosure of classified

© Wilitery SOMSEC {nformation was more properly a function of S-IMICC to be performed

in the light of the views of USCSB and USCIB in each case.

5. On yreceipt of the mbove, the Iirector, on 20 December 1954, addressed a
letter Jointly to the threes Service members of USCIB, noting that military
WRzbership on B-IMICC was dyawn from their organizations, sud suggesting that they
ke the initiative in developing in S-IMICC a position consistent with that
adopted by VSCIB.

6. COMSEC 2-/12 dated 7 Janvary 1955 informed the members of USCSB that the
Executive Secretary had bdeen informmlly advised that S-DMICC was prepared to
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vecona{der its position. Inclosed for vote sheet action was a propossl by the
Separtment of State member intended to resolve the problem. The State proposal,
hovever, was wnecceptable to this Agency without Qualification and amendment, since
it left 3-IMICC in comtrol to the extent that USCSB would be required to obtailn
8-IMICC concurrence prior to approving COMSEC assistance to foreign goverments.
$he Agency smendments (COMSEC 2-/13, 20 Jan 55) recommended that S-IMICC action be
Umited to the provision of pertinent information which might assist USCSB decisions.
fimilar amenfments were recommended by the Treasury, Defense and Bavy members but,
#ince the NSA amendments were mpre comprehensive and inclused the intent of the
othéra, the State Department proposal as amended by this Agency was forwarded by
the Chairmsn, USCSB, to the Chalrman S-IMICC on 2 Febrmary 1955.

7. COMSEC 2-/15 dated 28 March 1955 inclosed for the information of the Board
& copy of the USCSB 2 Fedb 55 memorandum (seriml CSB $00G) and a copy of the S8-IMICC
#eply (MIC-26-55 dated 17 March 1955). The latter states that the S-DMICC is
yrepared to concur in the practicability of the proposed procedure "if provision is
sade for further consultation in the event that the USCSB woald propose taking an
sction in conflict with & position expressed by the S8-IMICC.T

8. This proviso, vhich in any event would not be recoganized by USCSB as granting
S8-IMICC the power of veto, is given no mention by the Executive Secretary in bis
cover memorandum (COMSEC 2-/15, 28 Mar 55). Hs states merely that the procedure
¥ill be as outlined in the USCSB memorandum (C8B $006), and that he “will proceed
aacordingly ax the occanion depands.”

9. The matter is, therefore, finally resolved, and the final correspondence on
the subject (Inclosure with COMSEC 2-/16, 5 Apr 55) is & memorandum for the Chairman,
§-IMICC from the Chairman, USCSB, dated 1 April 1955. In this memorandum, 8-IMICTC .
soucurrence in the proposed procedure is acknowladged, and the Chairman, 5-IMICC, is
egsured “that USCSB will not take any action contrary to the position expressed by
Ay group whose advice it has solicited without having obtained an adequate under-
#tanding of the considerations underlying such recommendations.” The Cheirman, USCSE,
ednsludes with 2 statement of appreciation for S-IMICC's "mderstanding cooperation is
arviving at this mutually scceptable resolution of the problem of clarifying the
telative procedures and responsibilities of our respective inter-.departmental groups.”

tels: (luss ) /8] F-E. Herrelko
sy
M F. E. HERRELKO
e, Lo cﬁ:%ﬁ‘y Dlrgggrl:
w Communications Security .

(]
' A (h‘a Fﬂﬁm—_.{ “nl st . .

m .
?/P ) .



