@ SBEREMreze g v 1ty

AFSACs 63/71 —
[ 023
6 July 1953
ROURITY INFORHAT
NRDIANIWT FOR THE HIBTRS OF AFSAC:
Subjects Release of the ASAMeS (SICNAY) Cryptoprinciples to

the UsKe, Canada, Australia, and Hew Zoesland
1l Inclesure 1 is forwardod with a vote sheet for tho concurrence
or cooments of the membora of AFSAC.

\—mo' C\;&‘QL/\
MARY Ce FISHER

LTJG, USh
Secratary, AFSAC

Inclosures ~ 2

1, Draft llemorandum by the Director, NSA for the Joint Chiefs
of Steff, subject ac gbove.

2 Vote sheet dated 6 July 1953. {J-W ’@"'d : 2)
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MFMORANDUM BY THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL SICURITY AGTNCY

for the <
JOINT CHIFFS OF STAFF

023

on

RELEASE OF THE ASAM-% (SIONIN)
CRYPIOPRINCIELIS 10 THF UeKe, CANADA,
TRALYA, "AND NiH ZFALAND

l. The Arny Security Agency has requcsf;ed tiat consideration be given
to the use of the ASAM-lI Tor on-line operation in exchanging certain COMINT
information betwecen Army and British intercept ptations in Buvope. The
ASAM-); offers ccrtain sccurity advantages in these communications which are
not now obtainable with standsxd teletypewriter equipment snd as;scciated
eneryption equipment. In releasing the ASAM-U4 for Combined use, additional
teletypewriter encryption equipments now needed will beeowe avallabie,

2. Thz ASAM-Y (SIGNIN), & cipher machine for encryption of tcletype-
weiter slgnals, was produced in limited guentities in 1945. By the close of
Vorld War II, service testa only had been mande on the quipment. The
equiypment was recently re-introduced for limited Joint use in the ¥or East
for certain specialized communications.

3. Before further consideration can be given to employment of the ASAM-b
for the purpose stated above, it will be nocessary to discloge the erypto-
priveiples to British commmications security euperts in oxrder that they can
meke £ sccurity evalustion of the eguipment. The ASAM~L containe no novel
exryptoprinoiple and is similay tc the ASAMZ-.l, a teletypeuriter encryption
equipmoni well Imowa to the U.R. and Cacade. The ASAM-L is classitied
COXFIDINTIAL, Tt is not anticipated thut the ASAM-L will be yelessed to
Caneda, Aus'ralia, and New Zealand unless a combined co;rmunicatim regquire~
rent with any or all theae countries ig expregsci.

’-;. As prescrived in Joint Action of the Arued Foreces, ne Joint crypto-
grarhic device or publication will bz made avalleble for Conbined use
wvitkout th~ aprrovel of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.,
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5. Tk poliay™ of the Flata-dofeuss Militewy Information Control
Comritter poinits releasge of SFURDT eryptogiaphic dnfomation o the U.K.,
Caialn, Aushralis, amd Nuw Zeeland,

6. T4 18 recoumcnd S thot th. Joiat Chicfe of Biaf? authowien the
Preetor, hiional Sccurity Agemey, to discloss tho erxyploprinaiples of
the ABAM-H [SIATIRY to the Cypher Polley Roard, Lonton, fur scourity
cralmaifion and constderstion Por usz $n caxnmientions for sxcharg: of
certain COMINT inforcetion ard othur pousible Cadbined uvacsi aod authorive
relesss to Canads, Australin, and Wrw Zealand 1 Codined eaermications

reguircrents with say or all of th2ae cowateios, which ¢m: e met by the

asm&-h. are devclopad u\n— disevnnlon with the Cypbwr Poliey Board.

7. This ratter bog bam cocklinated with the Arved Forges Seourdty
Agrrey Council.

¥R Faolosure 10 Job B, 991/00 (13Th Corrvdgrndun)3 Sept 1952
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