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27 April 1952
MEMORANDUM FOR: Members of Classificaltion Advisory Panel

SUBJECT: Security Classification and Disposition of Empty
Tape Reels

1. The Chief, Office of Commnications Security has referred to
me as Chairman, Classification Advisory Panel (See NSA Memo No. 10-61
of 17 April 1953) the question of the security classification and
disposition of reels from which key tape classified SECEET has been
removed, leaving no classified material whatever on the reels.

2. The'Chisf, C/SEC and T agree that there appear to be no
security consliderations against disposing of the empty reels as
unclassified material (it being uneconomical to have them returned
to NSA) and it is proposed to have the words WUNCLASSIFIED WHEN
EMPTY" embossed on the reels, so that the latter can be discarded
as waste matter.

3. TYour concurrence is requested in the proposed solution,
It is also requested that this be handled as a matter of priority.

WILLLTAM F. FRIEDMAN
Special Assistant




’ REF ID:A58109

Nsa Qe od S KLMW\?M& ]
\\('\,..\ L—";‘-’\'\LMM

A (L G )
See (M.\N\,\g&%\\
Ysee (M. \

b Q\"Q\;‘&‘L&a% Sne Chan Sallin ) 3




.I..LI.I..JL‘ A LLLB

NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY
Washington 25, D, C.
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NSA MEMORANDUM
NUMPER 10-61 17 April 1953

EFFECTIVE UNTIL 1 MAY 1954 UNLESS SOONER
RESCINDED OR SUPHRSEDED

ESTABLISHMENT OF CLASSIFICATION ADVISORY PANEL

1. The security of Classified Security Information

is dependent, as one of the factors, on the assignment of
the correct classification to such information or material,
Within the National Security Agency errors in classifica-
tion may be found; most of these errors involve overclassi-
fication, although occasionally errors of underclassifica-
tlion may occur. Such errors defeat the purpose of classi-
fication.

2. The established regulations and precedents
governing the classification of security information must
be constantly reviewed, as must likewlse the assignments
of classifications to items of security information. Since
overclassificsation is the more frequent fault, care must
be taken hy the original classifier to assign the correct
classification,

3. The subject of the assignment of correct classi-
fication is particularly important in those cases where
information is to be disseminated fairly widely within
the Agency and l1ls especially important where distribution
1s to be made outside NSA. In this connection, attention
is invited to the NSA Manual, Organization and Functlons, —
_in which 1t 1s stated that the Chief, Training Division..,
"oxercises staff supervision over.lecﬁures, presentationsy
and tours given under NSA auspices. Reviews and makes
recommendations concerning release for publication outside
the Agency of manuscripts which pertain to NSA's interests.™

i, Normally, the rules and precedents governing
classification are clear in most cases, and the correct
classification may be assigned without difficulty. How-

’ ever, in those exceptlional cases in which there is reason-
able doubt in the originator!s mind concerning the correct
classification to be assigned to a particular item,or
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where there 1ls doubt concerning the correctness of a
classification already assigned to an item, the problem

will be refoerred to the Adjutant General for appropriate
action,
|

5. To assist the Adjutant General, particularly in
the classification of technical material, a Classification
Adviscry Panel is hereby established to review and pass
on problems ol correct securlty classification assignment.
The Panel 1is composed of the following:

Speclal Assistant, Chairman

Technlcal Dirsector, Production

Adjutant General

Chief, Security Control Division

Chief, ergto&pgic Branch, Training Division

(= XIS ‘\-a. 8 N T &Xice e&m<o\mm“-‘n\ C-'i\om \?\Q c.\s..wl:\:
In addition to the foregaing permanen vgmbers, members .
pro tempore may be appolnted by the Chalrmen as may be
necessary in specific cases, :

BY COMMAND OF REAR ADMIRAL WENGER:

P. P, LEIGH
Captaln,iieN
Acting Chlef of Staff

OFFICIAL:

Ad jutant General
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27 April 1952
MEMORANDUM FOR: Members of Classification Advisory Panel

SUBJECT: Security Classification and Disposition of Empty
Tape Reels

1. The Chief, Office of Communications- Security has referred to
me as Chairman, Classification Advisory Panel (See NSA Memo No. 10-61
of 17 April 1953) the question of the security classification and’
disposition of reels from which key tape classified SECRET has been
removed, leaving no‘ classified material whatever on the. reels.

2. The Chief, C/SEC and I agree that: there appear to be no
security considerations against disposing of the empty reels as
unclassified material: (it being uneconomical to have them returned
to NSA) and it is proposed to have the words "WUNCLASSIFIED WHEN
EMPTY" embossed on the reels, so that the latter can be discarded -
ag waste matter, :

3. Your concurrence is requested in the proposéd solution,
It is also requested’'that this be handled as a matter of prior:ltz.
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"EFFECTIVE UNTIL 1 MAY 195& UNLESS SOONER
~ RESCINDED OR SUPERSLDED “ :

ESTABLISHMENT OF CLASSIFICATION ADVISORY PANEL 5:

1. The security of Classified Security Information
_ is dependent, as one of the factors, on the assigmmerit of
" the correct classification to such information or material,
~ Within the National Security Agency errors in classifica-
tion may be found; most of these errors involve overclassi-
fication, ulthough occasionally errors of underclassifica-
tion may occur. -Such errors defeat the purpose of classi-
fication, ’ '

2. The eatablished regulatione and precedenta
governing the classification of security information must
be constantly reviewed, as must likewise the assignments

- of classifications to items of security information. Since
overclassification is the more frequent fault, care must
be taken by the original classifier to assign the correct.
classification-

_ . 3. The subject of the assignment of correct classi-
fication is particularly important in those cases where
" information is to be disseminated fairly widely within
the Agency and is especlally important where distribution
1s to be made outside NSA. In this connection, attention
is invited to ‘the NSA Manual, Organization and Functions,’
_in which it is stated that the Chief, Training Di.vieicm...‘m1
" Wexercises staff supervision OVer'Iqatures, ‘presentations;,’
and tours given under NSA auspices. Reviews and makes
- recommendations concernlng release for publication outside
the Agency of menuscripts which pertain to NSA's interests,"

Iy, Normally, the rules and precedents governing
classification ars clear in most caeses, and the correct -
‘classification may be assigned without difricult{ How-
ever, in those sxcaptional ces¢s in which there is reason-
able doubt in the originator's mind conecerning the correct
.- classification to be assigned ‘o a partlcular 1tem,or
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where there is doubt concerning the correctness of a
classification already assigned to an item, the problem
will be referred to the Adjutant General for appropriate
action, |

5. To assist the. Adjutant General, particularly in
the classification of technical material, @& Classification
Advisory Panel is hereby established to review and pass
on problems of correct security classification aseignment.
The Panel 1s/ composed of the following~

I
! Special Assistant, Chairman
i Technical Director, Produeticn
e Adjutant General :
T 'Chiar““SecurLty COntrol Diviaion .
if : ‘rypbologie Branch, Training Division

In adﬂition to»the ‘regoing permanent members, members
pro temporg may be appointed by the Chairman as may be
nece}.ary In speoific cases._\

BY COMMAHD OF REAR ADMIRAL WENGER‘

P P¢ LEIGH
L ~ Captain,USK .
. »,Acting Chief or Stafrl’
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