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¥ U.S. Airmen Have Dled in 'xncxgant.

with Soviet Planes 31ince Apr*l; 1950
By Hanson W, Balawin R

Thp United Nations Security Council has borore it the orfioal
couplaint of the United States Government listing the attacks of
- Soviet airgraft agalnst American planes. T
The éomplaint, presented so ably by Henry Cabot Lodge Jr., chief |
‘United States delegate to the United Nations,‘stemmed from the latest
tragic "incldent" im the "cold war", That wvas the shooting down by two
Soviet MIG jet fighters of a Na;y Lockheed Neptune patrol bomber ov;r the
Bea of Japan on Sept 4, One United States nq;al'orftcor vas lost in this
f*lttAOk; In a sense, Mr Lodge's logical and detgilod presentation served ,4='i
"I ag an obituary, requiem snd‘jus?irication for this officer and for the

forty five oﬁher American airmen on missions vho have lost their lives in

seven majér "1hcidenta" vith Russian aircraft since April, 1950. . 35;

The nature of these missions , flowm around the periphery of the Igmn ‘}s
Curtain, and their high importance to the security of the United States :

. are not as fully undefstood, even to the men who fly them, as they should

be. ) o <X

The purpose of these flights near the Iron Curtain is nét . pro- 4%§

vocation but security. For eight years, &nd particularly slnce}phe g

3 start of the Korean War in 1950, United States Air Force and naval plaqee z‘

have skirted the borders of the Soviet Union and in a few cases have Eﬁ

crogssed those frontiers. They have been seekiné positive and negative %
information og diverse character, Where the proximity of Soviet bases

maies simllar action feasible, notably in Europe, in Japan and Kores anq %ﬁé

in the Northeast Siberian—Amer%ggh area, Soviet recounnaissance aircraft ';fé

have performed similar missions close to and over, our frontiers and those RIS




'i&d “those of aur ames. T T

- This mutual search ror information about vhat the other fellow 1is
‘. Qbins is :ymptomatio of the insecurity of the atomlic age and the avful

: ﬁfﬁalty that can be pald today by any nation that 1s not alert to the
:;;arrible dangers of a surprise atomic attack.

The re¢camaissance missions flown near the Iron Curtain have many

"3 £ T . : .

Oune 18 photo’ggconnaissence, supplemented when possible by visual
ol

i, b

l"iraconnaissancg‘ Some years ago this vas & more lmportent activity than
»}fit is today, vhen most United States aircraft are limited to approaches
1;;#&_6loaer than téalve miies to any Soviet frontier or coastline, At
i sb,qoo feet asrial cameras in a plane skirting the twelve-mile limit

| Irén Curtain.

; Weather missions are also flown, particularly in the Sea of Japan
| and Alaskan areas, not far from the Iron Curtain. Weather in the north-
i}:ielt Pacific usually "makes up" in the west and moves eastward, and
Tq ordinarily weathef reports from Siberia are not noted for either
g;;egularity or completeness.

Shipping and submarine patrols, the pariticular responsibility
. of the Navy, are flown by patrol bombers like the P2V shot down over the
'Sea of Japan almost two weeks ago. Most of these patrol planes are .
equlipped with such speclal anti-submarine dectection devices a® radar,
sonar buoys and "M.A.D." (magnetic airborne detactors).

- Electronic intelligenue 1s the particular objective of specialized

£lights and‘also'of‘most:of the routine patrol and weather missions.
Some aircraft are speclally fitted with delicate apparatus that will recérd

the pulse and approximate location of Soviet radar stations, and some,
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- like the Navy's raf-ranging-mid-acean'Gonatellations,fﬁrovlde alrbé;;;h
i .varning utations to dectect unidentifled aircrurt at 5re§t distances.

A fev speclalized planes also maintain patrols, u;ually well away

.. from the Soviet frontlers but at great heights to detérmine the radlo-

actlivity in the atmosphere by air-sampling techniques. Such flights,
" soupled with observations from ground stations, can yleld information about? 7%

‘ Russian Atomic explosions,

All these fact-finding missions fly well clear of the Soviet fronthr i-

unless their crews make bad navigational errors, These occur 0ccasionaitr: ;f‘
dut not often. . ’

A réw other American-as well as Soviet-aircraft probably delibertaly
penetrate the other nations air frontiers. The misslons of.these planes
filght be termed an espionage one, as distinct from the routine and
céntinuous reconnaissance flight over the high seas or ovér friendly
territory. Agents could be dropped by a parachute and photographs
or electronic recordings mage in the alr space above the other nation's

territory.
It 1s this silent "war," this ceaseless search for information that

must be inevitably a part of the "cold war."™ We have no confidence in
the intentions of the Soviet Government, yet we know that the Soviet
Government has the capabilitles of devastatiwe destruction against

the United States unless we are alert.
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