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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER 

WASHINGTON 

September 12, 1933. 

Memoral'llum For .Messrs. William F. Friedman, and Georp A. Graham, 
Office Of The Chief Signal Officer, 

Washington, D.c. 

Subjecta Patent Application Serial No. 588,~, Filed January 23, 1932, 
Cryptographic System. 

1. For rea~ons heretofore explained, it is desired to suspend 
official action in connection with the abo~e entitled application for the 
purpose of deferring the allowance and issuance of a patent. In other words, 
publication of the subject matter by the g1·ant of a patent is to be post­
poned for an indeterminate period. 

2 •• In cases of this character where deferment of the is~ce of 
a patent is desired, it becomes necessary to invoke what is known as the 
three year rule. A full compliance with this rule requires a formal trans-
fer of title in fa~or of the Government, that is to say, a tull ·assignment 
and tranafer of ownership. As this case now stsnds, the record title or 
ownership is vested in the applicants, subject to an irrevocable non-exclusi~ 
licenee in favor of the Government. In order to obviate the execution at this 
time of an outright assignment, which would di~est Messra. Friedman and Graham 
of their ownership in this invention, application and patent to be granted there­
on, the present procedure of requesting a suspension of action bas been adopted. 
!his procedure is being followed pur.uant to a recent conference with the CaD­
missioner of Patents and the law officers of the Patent Office, at which time 
1 t was officially suggested that a formal request for wspension be filed and 
ratified by a paper in which the applicants herein would give their consent 
to such suepension. 

3. It 11 understood that this procedure will not in ~ise die­
turb the title or ownership now ~•ted in the IIPPlica.n·h. Accordingly, you 
are requested to please sign the consent paper herewith submitted and return 
to this office at the earliest poeeible date. The filing of said paper ac­
companied by a forma.l request for wspension is required on or before the 24th 
of the present month. Your prompt cooperation ie therefore requested. 

:By order of the Chief Signal Officer. 

~~.a.~ 
Charles A. Ro•, 

Encls. Patents Section, Signal Corpe 
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... oralll11aa :ror Ill•••· \fUUaa F. h1e4Jia.Q, and. Qeorp A. Grabaa, 
Ott1ce Ot !he Chief Slsaal Ottloer, 

Waeh1~on, D.C. 

Subjeo~a Pa,ent Application Serial Wo. !88•"'• 'tled J&nu~ 11, ltZ2, 
CrJPtosrap~1o 11atea. 

1. ~r reaeon• heretofore explained, it ie desired. to .u.pend. 
official action in connection wlth the a)O~ entltled appltoattoa for the , 
parpoM ot deterring the allowanoe an4 1 .. uance or a patent. In other word.a, 
pu'tiUcaUon ot the n'b,Jeot •tter 'J the 8' ant of a pa:\en1 ia '\o be pos\­
poned ror &n ind•termtaate period. 

2. • rn oa ... or tbia oharaoier wbere deferment or tile t .. uanoe of 
a pAtf'nt is deeired., n "Oeoomea n.oeseary to invoke what 11t known ae the 
three 1•ar rule. A tull compliance with thie rule require• a tor.al trana-
rer of title in fa~r ot 1he Gove~Dmant, tbat is to aa,, a tall aaa~nt 
and tranater of ownerehip. Aa th11 •• now a·had.a, tbl reoord., t1 tle or 
ownerab1p is -.ested. in the applieanb, eu'bjeot to an. trrewoable non-excluli'N 
lioen .. in favor of tbe Govor.ament. In order to obY1ate tbe execution at ~h1• 
time ot an outrisht aeat~nt, whtoh woul4 dl1eat Keeare. 1r1a~ an4 Orabaa 
ot their ownerehip in thia invention, application and paient 1o be ~nted there­
on, iha pre1ent procedure ot r•ctuaet1DC a napansion ot action U.e lteen a4opte4. 
lfbh proo\tdure 1 a 'be 1ng followed pvnant to a raoent oontorence with the Caa­
•1te1oner ot Patqtt\s and the law ofttoere of the Pa\ent Office, at which time 
U W&l offio1all1 IN8R9•te4 that t. tomal raquea'\ for auapan11oa be .tiled and 
ratified b1 a paper ln whioh the appl1cante herein would give their con,.nt 
to noh l'lUJpenlion. 

s. It 11 wu1erstood that thte procedure will not 1n ~UQWha d1e­
tul'b the t1 tle or ownerah1p now 'Mite4 ln '\he llppUcmta. Aeoordintrl~, 7t10. 
are requesied to pleaM sign the content paper berew1 th wbmi tted and re'\1U'Jl 
to thi11 of't1oe at the esrlieet poeatble Aaw. IJihe tiline ot aa1d paper ac­
ocntp&A1e4 113 a formtJ. requttttt tor nqea8io.r& 11 Nqllire4 on or Mfore the 24th 
of the present month. Your flrOilJ)t cooperation h therefore recptes11ed. 

Jy order of the L111ef Signal Officer. 

Oharle• A .. Row, 
Jnols. Pa:tente Seotioll, Sign&). Corpa 
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