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WAR DEPAR1
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF siGAAB OFFICER
WASHINGTON

Angust 3, 1932

MEMORANDUM FOR» ¥r, Charles A, howe, Patenis Diviaion, Signal Cor;s,

- Room 1054, Munitions Bullding.

1. TWith reference to ths first action on the cipher machine

patent application, the following comments are aade:

2+ The numeral ®\% should be addsd %o the drawing,

b It 53 boliseved that the validity of the confllcts
with Howlend can be combatted as regards Claias 1, 2, 3, and 33,
In Howlend the electrical condition representing s character is
composed of the permmtation of signailing units end these units
are put through segmeats of & comsutative device. In cur appli-
cation the eleotrical condition representing a charaster conw
sists simply in the setting up of & single cireuit, part of which
traverses a conduster in a cipher wheel. This eipher wheel is not
of tha nature of & commutator built up of segments as in Howland.
Moreover, the series circuit referred to in ocur application has
nothing to do with the electrical conmdition representing the mes-
sage charscter, ut is aimply s part of the mechaniss for control-
ling the displacements of the cipher wheal, Thers 12 nothing sim-
1ler to this in Howland,

8¢ Oleim 18 appears to be met Ly Wheeler, as clted,
and can be withdrawn,

4. Claim 24 may be withdrawn az unimportant, |

£+ With reference to Claims 40 to 50, in accordance
with your suggestion, I believe 1t advisable to challenge the
rejection for part of these slaims at least. Method claims asy
be found in many patents applicable to cryptographic devices
and I refer specifically to such as those of Verneam and Parker,
both in connsction with the prianting telegraph e!.phor systen of
the Azericsn Telephone and Telegraph Company.

¥illiam F. Priedmen.
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