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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
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~t.'llJu~,..: froposeu 'l.llior t'le ltel1.e.~. o! .h • .. ~J.lJ.'ln .r • ... • ... eJ'l~n­
:~ r !:.oJroiphic J.nvent~~n.:; 

:c; :J11"9ctot', .~erl l:'croE:a .SeOL'rl t,; •\ OT'CJ 
~~S~~r~~~n ~), ia ~. 

1. cfer~rce is lnO€ ~J ~~e ~~C,OSed COV~'~ OJ. l~t~~C Q~~ed 1. 
'"-'lllrc' l<.J.::: to ~rono:a.~le Lmr .3 ... Johnson, ~e.::ret&.~.;y '>f :cten.o, frv!.l 
~. ~enry (.. ~isc.1er, a~~.>ru.g.: :rc.r ..T. FJillia:m "'• rr::.ed."lCC,"l 01 :;.our 
o:f'f~ce, a'"'t.. oi ''~rnora..'"ld.lJ'", Concernin., a J~ll !or 10•1e ?.elLef o_ .. ilUa.~ 
: • 1 r~odP-An'' ~tad ... 1 A11gust 1?50 frt:~~"' ... r. f' .LScner to l..l,:tor J .. :wss .t. 
J...~l.le 1 iorraelly Vn.ef O.a Ghia JJ V""t.S J. Yl, to~et..l-J.er \ :1.11 "'l lll1C Et11Clo~ Jr!fe 

t..erc~o. 

;:. ?'.J :lt.'lr'.S et iihe tlNpOSed bJ.ll, li..I'• .-..~.~cne:e ... o..xltt ..,Jcr.: n:llc1 
~ iillt s Ll o.t ;~.100 ,Oou.OO for t!r. .Fr1edm:w 'ir eom,?~'-'t.sa. te J....r. F'r .!.~'l..lB..l 
!n co,lil,.>C~J.on ~it.b cGrtai.n Of h;!.a inventiQns in t"le cryptJ .. X'&,?ttc ftcld 
~:!.ch l:.s l:lab ~ Whilr ~n thC' GOif'lOJ!"'n~ of tbe 1l','Veril1'le'llt (i. &. tne 
.J~-nal Corp;t,•'the A.n1,f decurl.tY .a.._ea;y, ~d the Arneu F01.0e<; -5JCm-o.t.t..,­
~tmcy) a~~ as to li'~l.Ch il3.Ttntl.04Jtli~G.:e¥ .Cor iiWO .. 1L'reir.4t'"er mer.t-.... o 16:!, 

· v. 0)• pat&nt applice.ti:t.OOI$ vEtre 111.ea: ~ pl'titn~ ~;plieJ.-: onn (c h- oi 
• 'Wl.14-cb bas ~ to patfa•}l) ve inYEllved, 'altfJ.' .f; "c .. .!wen~l. >ns on \, dch l't> 

a_p,plie4tiOI!ia ~ !1~, a~ sta~. The _,l.J.catJ.on \tiJ,_C!-1 !laS . ..0'10 t-:> 
~\ was at ooe t~.» l!Dder secrecy ~r r'IJbl.l.~ Lat 7~h J..e. the 
4.~t q.t Oc'Qbc 6_, 191?, as amended OS £•. ~ .. C. 1,2}. 411 oi \he re:tai."l­
~nt; 1111: aH~likt:..Oos are r.1.'lder '1ihe u,.,U"ee ~r rul1-

11 05 'p. ~. '• ~) 
~t*t-tecl t~A. abd al.\. •~oeyt .Jn~ 0.: \beG• six tppl!e•t.J..ou-a~ ~till jlle 
subJect of ~areoy,.oMers under fublJ:u ta• ... 1JOO• In ea~ ot 1;h& seven 
case:J ~ne :Jove:rnmdtlt M!t at lt.ast s. no~t;'t.ve royalty-tree ll<Jc~e. 
t."nder trs provJ.slpje of fublie ia,.1 700~ !.Qo., "l'l•ied.'"':~n, ~ e.JnnecM.on ~tb 
the $eorecy orc;Jers, c;enaered to the 'l0ve:wll181lt for iie U8'e 'ihe mve~ 
ot all ~aven ot th• patertt apphcat....ona men'\'-on.Gd e-cept:,Ser.Lal Uc. • 
47C,l93 a'Qd ~rial "lo. 300,212, ~ilioh l.atier• ree1Jtod in fa.tent 1.o., ', 
2,395#&>3. m o~n of l,llill applicatl.OI'.S a. Usted .aere1Mi''ti«' a.'lf.i- -: 
cenain detlil.Gd c;<l'!lrtlsnt.s JJJa,t\c with reep~_>-o tfta indl.~iduaJ. C&~Setfi al.so 
!...'le .. l'IO l'"'riecln2.n inventJ.QllS re!'arred to by-~ 1$scher and upon wh.i.oh 
pa wnt appUca'ftio'lS won: not :Ula;l b(taaUSQ.. :tlf t)tft hi.:;h L-Q.l1 tary clasri• 
!iC4Uon ot \he. t:ubject mat~.-. 

7 •..-

3. bpeel:.UctJ.lly, .u.r .. 1ischer requaats tltat ne be .,:.nto:n,ea o'l !..!-. • 
·'l'iedzaa.t'"l's Qehal..t' aa to. 'll'hether or not lib£ Dttpa1•"'•ent of i1e£ense has 

~ an~· obj'ect.ion liQ "GAo introt).uctJ:.on ~ the p.ropoeed bill to the !longress 
:Jn J.ts merlte, 
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REF ID:A101252 

·, ~~JA: i'.: Proposed :)ill tot: 10he :telie-1: ~ r.!r. William ~. J!'ri.edtl&ll -
.~o~ai)(l:i c I!lventi·Jns t 

4. It is t~.c 1'iew of 1i:Us uf'.t'i#:'e that aq d3~Hion as to wnether 
or ;~ot such a b:Lll shoald uc prescmtea on Yr. Fr:!.eun~n' s ocl!dl! l.1S n 

... C\801&cn ~::.ich pro~rl:; snou.l._d 'be lt:!t to .'!". l":."ieo.;;•~n clw"'d !it. fischer 
•. - • 'io r<.ak(l, anr! tha 1; tni.B or.f· .c~ e»n behalf oi the ~tr.>en t o!· l.Jcfe~~e 
>~;, .-r ~. • sl;Ol.Uo. .:.o into:x:n a\ Fi~llher. .t\t th"" 9.3!~~ tinte, it should be cta~ed 

' .. 
T ......... 

. ' . 

ti.at i~ ioli- ~ pQ.1.1c:r;.o1 r.he Depart..ttent ol Defel!ee 11,t to exp:res• its 
" ,v:L£:ws 'to pri'llate iild~Jitid'zn.ls "!'·i ';n r'9&a.rd to t•1o ~Npo$ctl i..,tro.,£ ..tct.j,ol'l 
... ., o~ leg4l.ati~., .,1" w;\.\h re~ro t:;~ t.he ~:.:irat,)llilly or W'ltles1rabU~t7 
-1 of pasgaJe ot l=rt)~ecl l~,!i.:llatl.on ex.ce!Jt ay.or. cJ.ll ftb.r, a O()lt'\lllttae 

· of 1.he ... onu~aa. ~ '4 • ,. 

. 

. .. 

.. 
. . .•i­

' .. 

• .r • 

~k>.!A ~f. · , ~ o, AZ .zi~1 infot'rlea, tbi1 cHicc is 0f tl-f}' v1.iw th:J.~ -tny !::\LC'l'! bill~ . 
~· :· .. ·.•·'" -;l.i introduced, ~;16111! ce Oz!IJOS~ as l...c.n.n:o. i"l)Mc.rit i11 vie .. 0.1' all of 
.,, - ·..._ · · i.i4.c cue .D11$t&ncc:..£ ot ~ht)'·c:l!c, in11wiu~ tb4 .aa-;~ ol t!.P i"l·.rr?ntion;> ;. ·a 

-...'3;.~ ~-, f. -:involved, :.r. rtie<W.r/1 s ~'""~it t.otl. in the Oo·rol'lDSnt, t!le e;::ctr.lqyer- .~ 
.-~. • •. ~ ~.. · ~··\: li))"P.£ ~:elati<>tlaldp eld& ... "1, .:f ... v&er. u-. i.riAI.ar'd.n !lnu r,ne Jover.wulnt. ~ 
~·('*-; ~. ~ .~~·at the time, ed.C..ll of \.~e invel"l~lollS Wd.• made, the scope c4 4'• Friedu.n•s 'l!: ~.·· 
_..._.... · .': e.-uplopt.tent1 and t.he dati1;S 4ss~~ned to hJ..;., etc-. ~~~ l:.h<- dew _:'.ls.t . \-<. 

.• ,-~~-..; ~~-·&~ted is $db~ect; o! c»urs~. to poss.i,cle c~qe- tle!iend'~t. ~'on ~:.- ~ "'-
,_... . ·4;:_:-;. t. bie~ta .cr tillfi~_"'tnve3tit:ati6n wh:,i.ell _it is ~dted bela\, that yoar or.t~ J 
~ ~ t"" :r--~: ~ a.t. .$Ais ~ime, and tabe ~ndat.iona o:.' :your eWce b~eu ?J 

,.,p ··.;~.._, •• ::..·} 6poJi ._,,_. ~t-a of such- invest~t1on. · · , · · ·~- ... <- ".~:.~ 
... :\t'~, ... l}, .. !"".:t '..... - ")'...... ..,#- . .._ "' • '-

' "_.o;.. '* r,_ I ,. "" - "' ., ,j ' ~ ' 'I: " ~ \ ._ + :t,..l.."' ..... :·· ~t~·:" ~~7~- J•=iS ~tr..ed tha\ tb.J.s g!fi~ ,be tprnhlled a~~ eal1,iesl_ ~ •,;'1 
·~ , ·.r :-- ~ ~;J~\t~ .Ut;e witt! ~-~ ••)lt w ~u 'tbwni.Uiioa.tic.,n, 'set•Ul& .. ~ ."~ 
• • .. '\.;· ~'C -~ •., 1._1':tljtt!1:';~-ur 1-0!IJ!~tt.Qn as 1i;, "~~r a re.~ ~ u. ~ a,.. ~iS ~~~ :;:-"· ~-~<~.~.=- -:-··~*to··!'·~F.bclJef!f"a le~t~ •~t.a."\t.~llg: aa ~Gt .tor~h 11! ·l?&I".,..,i-A~ . . t~S.i 
.:'::--~:, · .. · •. ~-··_ .. .(,Cbo.~•~·t\~-~-:.not~ ~t- repl;r,ift ~-- _; . ., .!ll• - .~'- -~ 

... , 1- ... ~ :. l lP - -. 4 ... ~ .. ...... .. 1- " ~ .v ' ..... :..f ,~ 
,; . :..._ ~ · :J: .: · ~:.;;.>~1-:. tt' iJJ rGque&tec that. GH1s ~-~;er <be ttt.OJ)J~ ~~ted. -uy • ,. ~;~ ~ 
. -~-~· . . .. : :. ~ orttce 1'or- the ;tu.rpo:Je ahove :aen'ti,on~ 1tltld a t.ill ~~ with .. {.~ 
· • .. :, r;.''' r~tiqno :.~e to tiaie o:t~·ice \'b.ereOA-·.f,o ~d tn. ~\in& to IJle..· ~ · ~ 
"~,· .• : :j.-'· 'C~.t tile n....a o! ths Depar- ot .,_r.n.., upon \hlo,~.,~ •• t.o ' .. ~~~ 

' .J . <! 
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.. 
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\ -
!-'rofl06ed D.: U 1'0. t.},lf Ro-l~ii!' c4 1 6'• •.ill:&.:a"l ,i'• l."l'l.~11.1c1 
CrJr. !;.)~~hie .tr.J.•.1:ttt!Ol"lf· ~ 

. : 
. . . 

·.A.Lt!'u's· or n<?t tt ..:S70J.":J swrt. t.ill·~.i 'JIA.f ·e inliro:!\lCed.• .z. ntm.r;; il • 
s:ti&u!!cJ'_, .,panenir C:OU.ASe.l. :or ;·o..tr o~J:t'...cw, .... preaen\ at G8TCral 
C~fEtr«''C"!S Ut.U re~se.c.t.i\,t.iVCS o.t t1.'i8 llffi;c£ in <:~~iii~ :":l.tl• this. ~ 
l:a._~e1· an! 18 \; u'ltl:t far.~lia;r .m..;h ~~;r ·~~~· ¢ the- s~t\TI&tion~ 1r.- -· .... 

~ J ..clt.er.i.'l- 1.!1".~ l'rJ.edmac' s l.tl'l:~'fc aot,l.~.:.W~::, ~~ lihe f:ittlJ. ~r crJPtoO&~· 

·.~ 
.,. ...... "',r 

~ . 
Jl • .., r, 1 ..... .... .. 1 , , • 

.... ~ ~tf·" . . . --.- =.,~·· ~ ..,; • I<'"r Otl9'1!'\&s 1·euson#, ·Jir"v recz~o!t'!!t.: .!.r~ves1i.i~ti~ori, d.n~at-. as 
··l~· .. ·1- j..OS&ltle• U.G'Ql\..'tnt be bro·~u~ i.l' ~r .. ~rlc'-"..a.n'£ !l.ttfoiltion, nUJ.· t.he 1 i\8r:J..~;; Of ;th&~·prO,ll\llleu bL.l. dicc..tsse~ wit.h !-.ou • J t rill 'lt) fJoUD-t be .. .. •' ... 

- "'• "f'\ 
~. ·, ..,. .. 

~~ "' ... . . 

II 

J .. 
l 

M:!!!Bsa.ry, howcva•, to sec1Jre tacttlal 1.'L1'o1~$~0n 'U-JF: .,.: • Friedman · 
cur:l..t.., z.t( col.tl"~e o~ t!I~ j ave~iga'ti.>n. .: . 

• I 

.. J'<"':. • " & \ 
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~: 
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,. .... .~~~ 
' ~ . ,.,, ' 
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'. 

-; 

~·,."\. .• : 1"0. ' -:ar101.1S, r.r;.ee ~~.:.~n::J w1U ~·to wt CIJftSfd.ered~ ~~d ~ISWe~ :·~ .. ,. 
~.for£ .1. !iml £lecialc•n C.A"l te- re.SOtai .:1. .. t~ tbt vic ... :J OJ ~· .ue~· 
',.t., t or jefense 0;! ~he ·~r:ri.-t,.s .:>:f ~ne pl'Oposca utll. Amon_, .,i,1,111ap ., 
que&t;:q.u; ::.rt:-: 

' - .. .... .. "' ' ~ ... 
3. 1as l'r J ed.-a"'l accwlal-lisr!Aid"' aa~·tJu.l\!-.4.tl thj.:l t;i t·lP.,iO.n · 

lri:1ch •;Ar~"\1' t'Urt.her c.-.q-en:;: .. tica ~ ~i"&"-OJ\ • t1':1t. he haJ "&1~ 
~c.ei?ea-.a ~ fo:rm 01 eala.r.r ~ ~~td~~n,,. tbe ~e.,.~isl. .. 
:Q;Giile~-~ a.nd et/!ft!' coliiii*"Ddat.ion.t .•P'P.4 "t~ ;ln ·~l.'llovl•li ~ 
s:!r.d.lar d~~i~ :L~ Swate"'Ary' oi' ifll" ~MI'~ H.~~~· ~. 77th 
O~t;res-s, ~~esst~ 19~ .A It.l.U !,or t~·.deittf o:: ~hn: O ... U&r.nd, 
by let-r,&-:r dat.e~•J. OCt.&~ 19""· w lloaonbltt~ {JI ~·; _.1,_,., 
Conmltiifoo on ~.ili.uary .\Uairll. 'lara.l'l\1 UDS1lcct!S•f~~. *euchr1l!>O',~C'C 
rel~e.r f">r his aevelOp.i.lent Of ~ ~nd • .. -1 lSem:iii~W.,\ip ~~~ ... 

~ .... .:· A~ 

· b. l:i t~e Jevcm.te.Ut •t,it!eci 'io t·lll· title tQ 'tile save~l 
J:rtedm!ir: inventions in G_uestiort ins'\-~1.'f .iil"CJDo~~&XD!ruai.·e· UcenSe., 

.=eo 'tl)i..t itr.i'edr:an c~uld nQ1i prope~:,ly clain. t.r:a~ an~ 01 I!.Ui ri~nt::t 
,qa~~ beon vi.t7lltec1? :i,\!.8 ia.v\l~W. the question ar.· ~h(. ao~ a£ !1.!.8 
"!!l:ploy:.:-m t, h1a assignE'd a1Jt ies., etc • 11 t the tiul ~e abciYe, inve11\10111' 
tlt:r& 'lade, f.ftc. jee: 'Jnitei .. .:t,.J.~"a v. !:.OUbiUt:::- Cot~.er Corporatipzr,~~ 

'· 

-I 

.·• 
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2f9 '··• ;::.. l7d; solbrlona v. 1Jr•i~ed ::ltoat( a, lJ7 · .... ~. ]{,~; ull.z~n v. · '· . 
Diiebor !..~nu!a.ctttl"jn_; ·;a."l-cUlY", V.t; "· ... Jl5; ?ouc:hton v. Unite(~ .:itatee, , =. 
23 Fet1. Joo. ll .. . , 

o •• :~·h~~ ~;rre .:.1 ere T.he ~et, .(.resent, &nd. f'u1.\trE coDI:lP.rcial 
,t>OS~iLiliule:.. of r.l"...e .1 rlca."J&n utvant:!.ona l~erc ::..nvolved, . .in t..'lis co·mtr3' 
..al>d r.airo:.~, .&5 1alle ~.:i:D~ ;;a,~; cd:ft-ct ~me queattion or 1ib.e d.a.Dra(.e nhich 
l?\"14!dlu.n ~:~a1ntaw he s.;.l".f~red booaua.G o.t the 1overi'Ment•.! rtlllent;f.oo ·· 
of hi$ 1$.-.,.ention:J i.n f:ecr,cy~ ~ . ' 
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• 
: roposoo Bi::.l f.,)~· ;.he aeljef ,:1!' 
. .:;:LJ·pt.o.;:rc.phic :l;:.•:allliiort1 

.... ..... . w1.11 i ·.~.o;;. :: • 

u. ~h~t use, :.r ..:..Dj, r;as· mu.Je o!' l:"rieci:".ar~' ~ .i.n·,·ent.i;)r..s in 
.O:ot'tii-.:;n co.u1t.rles, C:.::overn-:-:en"tal :lU(l cotv.>c.rcial) as l."e"..:Nn o.t 'Whicn t1J 
.r·.i;~ll"!i "c-E. e~Jta.l:.lir-hed t!n.t ~~!! wa.:. da!.".a.!!ied eJ.L(~ could nu.- rccoYei' t!J·;)rei.'or 
:..-ccau.se IJi. t.ill' soc:..·ecj- rrrai'!ltain.,d by· t!1e l.'. 6. .:.,·,eriUae:l·t·: Is ar..~.r 
1end-Lea:;;; UJS~ 1:hic~·: -na~ have t.ak~.:n :;:ilac':l, ''-=tt for ; ·• ~ • .;ovar;.men·t.&.l 
po.rpos·~~ ar..<l, hE>n~•:, -,-:t Gilia the :;;co:::.= oJ.: Jit·::: 1 "'..cnH:h· .;h.i.~h ~he i:. ·.~· • 

. C;o~;arru.la:: ~ h&.~J tl.!lder eaci• 01.' t.!1<l .i.orledman cn.Jes? ..:;~~ (~i."'li.:m o;: tLe 
_Compt"rol.kr UE:neral o£ ',r· .. c: i.m:U.;cd Jt.J.~l~s, 81 l!3P'..; 22, .24 1Iarcl1 191::·, 
1..'1. ti:!e c:-.. ce of 1-!a.r~r .~. jo.Y. 

11. .~c.fer.:.nt:C tO £ir(; :~~1 l.S 0..Jri'C:3._...1J.nciU;1C:.: :ce•llj.il~ tl,:lt ii!'i.a .-.~l·~stiun 
of : :.:·. ."r:Lt.·Jl :an • s :t'(1co·,~::.·~- .:;.:r:l.o ·;;h9 · ~ .. ,.,el''H.".!er. ~ f cr .;he c-:;ri ~-~,&Ipla:~-='-~ 
!1~-:::·tase :.::j: "'·c:::.-~ • .!::.~c"'KAry :!::i._;il'J~ in h·~s .i.r.-.el:';i:)r,::;, a.J ~·;on:: ... -e .. l ".J~ :.•.r 
;.-a~e:a~ a~.·J..•l.icu.t.t.:m ;. ; .• '••+.:.,J.?.~, ;.n decree:.·, "r.':.t-:3 ruissd. .::.r. :.;a:·~o·&e:-1~ ~:c•. 1 
l':l·=:·~ .. he C,i".:i."ice cJ ~.b . .) !jirect.:..:t• •>. • .' ::l~cL\j.ger.(;e tiai..~ti. J.~ ·Jeo.oJ,~ber ~:J~ .• 
~'•ci.1 ~~ur: et~.t'P. aro.:;t wh.!.l.e a p·~ ~-t:::- staoou in r-2 ,,,c:o::Jrw.tl•.:.r.t ~l . .:.:. t.:.·d ~'! 
;.,!;:-;.l 1.~46 re~at~'l~ oo ~he ;,L'.r~i.a..r:;.:n,: o~· 1'0-lel:·sitl& . .S.I"'.f ri,:1:.ts ':.l.l. a 1-·::·::;:r;')­
;.!C.:lt ..;.>I:!:~loy~c ::~•. s~:,=:c~.i'i:;~ll~· ciin.·c·i:r~ci tc i."lvent troiS ·in c.i'l'tiat, .3-..•ch 
!-'vl:~c~· i·e.iu..: !'C,tjt':i.~t:c..=•.i ~· ~-;: :e:tter lld.t-s:a 7 ~:~.· l:·5C.. · 

12. ::.~ r::!:tcn:;_;-1:. ·col•~lu~i-'r.;: iu ~l,e .·p1~sen!o ·..iAii+.ci· it ·~3 s11· ;~es·:.etl 
·l;ll.J.t e:·.•.r-h.E.sis u: r"ta.caJ. :;:;1 le:;ol _:s dJ.stin_J.ishee f:rootr. eqr~.:i.liaol~ or ::!1\.l:.::·al. 
,;.:>r.s:;_dera tier»£ •. 

lJ. .it is no~su i:ii.at Put~.l.ic !.a\f '/..:,=.:, su.,:..ra, :rr·:-•:.!tlt::s tt.3.1; .;he 
;;;.;.:cret.:lr~.- 01 :.ar or .. h~ ..joc:l·~-..::.l-·:,· ,-_;~· i;l1c ~;a.·ry r~;-· t::li.ier int., .::.n a.:;reon1ent 
.du~! ~n :;;.,,J·;c:ltCT l.1 .t'..tll·s;;i;·tlt:.~;-.t. : •.• J o~.:~I"linlae .i."o~· a~1y C.a:;a·,·c 

.... rl·~.... :.0 -.. .. ~ · · -._, · -,.,.,.c'oll "".1."" a e-nc'"·c .. ·· ord,..;. ;. -""'V""r l·hu··~ ,.,t-~1i·.,.t,. ..... ,..-.,. 4.1..... U l•-.1- tw.; ... ~•~ J 111111\110 .. '-'r.1 Vo& • ..:.t.JIIi;; \;.. : •-. ~ ._-. ....-.. U. ,_ 
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Bon. Louis A. Johnaon 
Seo19ta17 of OeteDM 
Waah1Dit.on 25, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 
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J'ISCHD, WIWS A PAIZIR 

March 10, 1950 

This letter is written on behalf ot lr. Williu F. Friedman, 
Director ot Comaunicationa Research, Defense securit7 .Agenq. He 
is ill and baa received pel'II1Nion to Ntain u• to pursue the matter 
about Which this cOBBUnication is concerned. 

Mr. Friedllan. 1a responsible iDdividual.lJ' and in c~llaboration 
with others fQr the invention and devel.oPaent ot qat•• and dft'icea 
in the field of aUitaJ"T COIIIIU.lliCations mich have proved to be ot the 
utmost. importance to the defense ot 0\U" count27. For hie efforts in 
this direction, he has received the Medal for Merit fr011 President 
TI"UI11&n, and alao the C..aendation tor Exceptional Civilian SerYice ,. 
froa Henry- L. Sti.llaon, Secretar;r ot War. Copies of both are attac"'led hereto_.-.. , 

In connection with these 1Dvent!ona, patent appl1cat1onshave been 
t !led, the gOYernment allowing Mr. J.i'riect..n, alone wi tb respect to sOIIla 
ot the applications, and with collaborators with respect to others, to retain 
commercial and foreign rights. All of these patent applications have been 
placed in secrecy status; one af the inventions has been in secrecy now for 
over sixteen years and a second for over thirteen 7eara. It is high~ un­
like~ that &OJ of t~e inventions will be released fro• secrecy, at least 
for a great maqr years to coma. 

It hu already" been indicated that Mr. Friedman is now ill and in the 
largest measure, his illness is due to the unusuallJ severe strain i•posed 
upon him by the nature of hia work. Indeed~ it is probable that his 
earning capacit7 baa been perma'·&entl)" and ha.vily illpaired. In the light 
ot these facta. the question has arisen whether, in equit;y, an attempt ia 
not warranted to obtain from the Congress an act authorizing the Depart­
ment ot Defe11se to ptJrchase !roa Mr. friedu.n all the rights he baa been 
~llowed to retain in the inventions which ha'e been placed in aecrec7 
status ~ the government for a token ~nt that would help in easing 
the concern he m"ight have about his livelihood in the future, eyen 
though such a payme~ bad little relation to the high value we understa~d 
such rights might have under tiltferent circumstances. There are 
precedents for such awards in the communications field, even in the 
absence of any property ri~hts in the 1Drentiona. 
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TOa Bon. Louis A. Johnac.n 
larch 10, 1950 

Page 2 of 2 pages 

· · It baa occurad to us that the- ord1Dill',T procedure in puriiUing 
a matter auch u this II&J not be available in this cue because ot the 
delieaq ot. the nbject ufrter ot the innntiona inYolV"ec!. In &rJ:T 
case, we be~ieve it-to· be ~at to diacuaa the matter with a 

.. represe.Qtati'Ye of. 70ur of'flce before proceeding further. It ill 
therefore the·. purpose at tbia letter to request tbat .rou designate 
a representative to whoa we 1r0u.ld be authorized to present the 
utter in full· and who in t.urn would bave authoritY' to uoe:rtain 
and intol'll us ot the dispoaition ot the Depart;ment ot Def'enae in 
tbat comutot1on. 

Because· 'lie have no wq ot tno'idng whether the Department wishes 
.to treat thia request. 1D a .anner not routine,· " ·are delivering thia 

· · cOIIIlUJlication .&lid att.achllents by 'baa.d to ~4ajor··General Leven c. Allen 
in order that we will not be in the position ot having eMbarraaaed 
rour decision on that score. 

Very trulT JOUN, 

Henr.y G. Fischer 


