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Soo. 4894. R. S. (U.S. C., title 35, sec. 37. All applica­
t.ions for patents shall be completed and prepared for 
examination within six months after the filing of the 
application, and in default thereof, or upon failure of the 
applicant to prosecute the same within six months or 
such shorter time, not less than thirty days or any exten­
sions thereof, as ·shall be fixed by the Commissioner of 
Patents in writing to the. applicant after any action 
therein, of which notice shall have been given to the 
applicant, they shall be regarded as abandoned by the 
parties thereto, unless it be shown to the satisfaction 
of the Commissioner of Patents that such delay was un-

Abandonment 
of uppllcu tlon 
by failure to 
.:om plete or 
prosecute 
wtthtn time 
allowed. As 
amended by 
act of Aug. 7, 
1 !139, 53 Stat. 
1264. 

avoidable: Provided, however, That no application shall Government 
avpllcattonll .. 

be regarded as abandoned which has become the property 
of the Government of the United States and with respect 
to which the head of any department of the Government 
shall have certified to the Commissioner of Patents, with-
in a period of three :v,ears, that the invention disclosed 
therein is important to the armament or defense of the 
United States: Provided, ju1·ther, That within ninety 
days, and not less than thirty days; before the expira-
tion of any such three-year period the Commissioner of 
Patents shall, in writing, notify the head of_the depart-
ment interested 'in any pending application for patent, 
of the approaching expir:_ation of the three-year period 
within which any application for patent shall have been 
pending. 

Ac_t of Mar. 9!, 199!7, 44 Stat. 1837: 
SEc;~~.4. (U..-"3: C.,. title 3g;:iiec. 21.) Where the dai, ""' " . // . ·"'· . or the last..:o~~~ fixed uy o;tatute for ta!i.mgAny adwn 

or payin·g any'-i:-.~ in}-he Unit'C!d Stat~s Patent Ot!lce falls 
on Sunday, or on~~E0liday withl...-! the Distrir.t of Col:.un-
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bia, the .:ctimi may &.,taken, or tl:e fe~/paid,- on th('\ 
next suc~<:eding secular o? c.•lsiness dll~j'. ''; 1 

.cki of Apr.ll, 1980,46 StaL !.M·Y 
. ~ 6 (U S n t-·~-1 35 .: 23-\ Tl G ,• . Abandoned ..:JF.C. • •.• v.1 lL"e. l.,s~v. •'F le · Omil•ISSlOller appltcattone 

of Pa:t.::nts )::; ·hereby · aut~i:lrized to ali::mally destrcy or ~:e~rJ~e:1i.er 
· otherwi_so <lispose oL~•'iJ the tiles and paper;:; belonging t0 
all a.bli~doned· ~:-~[:ilications whi~h have bee~· 0!1 file fo? 
rr.Jte than ~v;:.!nty y~ars. 

SEc. 4.~05. R.S. (U. S. C., title 35, SP.-e. 44.) Patents 
ma_v. be granted and issued or reissued to the assignee of 
t-!:.i~ iri:"entor or discoverer; but,the assignmCI;~. must first 
·be entered af record· in the Patknt Office. And in all -· 702820°-46.-"' ;;' 

Patents 
granted to 
assignee. 
.• ,mended b7 
Ac·t of Mar; 8, 
18D_l6 Stat. 
58:!.'\: 

--------------- ---·--


