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for NATO adoption snd joint use as a second~level cipher. This
nachine proved to be nothing more than a U. 8. built, Army Signal
Carps, Nechine Converter; N-209-B,

3. The French reprdsentative admitted that the N~200-B
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v 5. Representatives were requested to be prepared to state
at the next meeting:

&. Whether thelr nations were propared to sceept, on a
Joint Army-Ravy-Air Force basila, the M-209=B with the French modi-
fication as a second-level cipher machine.

b. Vhether their nations were prepared to accept, on a
Joint Army-Kavy-Alr Force bagis, the M«200«B in its ummodified
form as a third~level cipher mschine,

¢. Their nations' short and long term numerical
requirements for the machine (if accepted) bearing ix mind that
priority should be given to international traffic.

6. If, as is the opinion of personnel of thic hesdquarters
wvho have operating crypto experience, the U. 5. position in regerd
to the French proposal will probably be one of non-acceptance, is
any U, 2. counterproposal avallsble? This counterprvoposal might
taks the form of a definite U, S. commitment to release o
coaparatively secure system, such as a strip cipher with the strip
eliminator table, or it might take the form of a firm Standing
Group statement to the offect that the mmtter was under active
consideration and that = solution vas expected at some definite
date in the near future. The opinion of this hesdquarters ic that
the Trench proposal is o retrograde step and should be overruled.
This, however, may be difficult, since the ¥-200-8 with the Prench
modification 1s the only lowelevel cipher device now availeble
to HATO, and the Zuropean netipons may be inclined to adopt it for
lsck of something hetter.

T. U, 8. information and guidsnce pertaining 4o the contents
of paragraphs 5 and & above ie required by the U. S. representative
on the Cipher Committee prior to the next meeting on 27 February
1951.

/s/
A, FRANKLIN KIBLER
Major General, USA
Director
CC: JCHC

cno(onc )

G-2 (ASA)

Dir. Commmications (USAF)

Ene. 1: French Modificstion
t0 Me200-3
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i Nonire

g4 FRENCE MODIFICATIONS TO HAGELIN MACHING CORNVERTER, M-209-B
o)
4

1, The French modification to the M-200+«B converter con-
sists of & new Indicating Disk<Type “heel assambly which is
interchangeable with the corresponding assembly supplied with
the standard ¥-209«B. The standard component may be removed by
unsereving the thumbscrev in the cemter of the Setting Enod
shaft snd the rodified French assembly incerted.

2. The differences between the standard Indicating Disk-
Type Wheel assembly and the French essegbly are threefold:

a, On the standard assembly the Type Wheel consists of
a stralght alphabet arrenged in reverse order. On the French
modification the slphabet on the Type iheel is capable of bedsg
scranbled aceording to a pre-arranged sequence because the
individual letters of the aliphabet are rmulckly removable and
interchangeable,

b. On the standard assembly the Indicating Disk con-
sists of & etraight alphabet arranged in normel order. On the
Freuch mpdification the alphabet op the Indicsting Disk is
capable of belng scrambled according to s pre~arranged sequence
because the individual letters of the asiphabet are quickly re-
movable and intercheangsable,

¢. On the French modification there iz an additional
disk mounted to the lef't of, end adjaceat to, the Indicating
Disk, on which is printed a series of ummoveble consecutiie
mmbers; two serics of zero through nine and one series of zero
through four; the space on the mmbered disk opposite the letter
"2 on the Indicating Disk being left dlank, This 18 intended
to permit direct encryption of mmbers wvithout spelling them out
as words, each muber being represented by a letter, but with
the possibility of the individual nmumbers zero through four
being represented by three different letters and the remaining
mmbers by two letters.

3. One Teature which may be cryptogrsphlcally undesirable
is the {'act that the letters "7" on both the Indicating Disk and
the Type Wheel are always fixed in the seme position relstive
t0 each other in order to form a commmcn base for the serambled
Type Wheel and Indicating Disk alphabets employed.




