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Droh 22,1920. 

• 
Vy clear Co19n&l l~uborgne: 

FJ 

In reteren99 to tur~h&r proposed modification• 

of tbe method used by the A. T~ &. T .. Cipher Priftting.rachine,euch u 

are cont inuGha ,running ,random mixed key tape • etc. 
We ~re not able to express r..ny opinion e.S to 

whether or ~t such e sY'stem. would be difflcultv of deoi phel"ment, that la, 

hoY! dif'f1Cll.l.1t·. ef decipherment it would be. In OJ!F opini:m, it would re­

quire '<anywhe-re. from elx to eight months and it ia obvious that for us to 

ish. 
' '• 

'I 

On the fe.ee of it and i~ vie'"' or ot1r ef.cper-
. I 

- ie_noe• we do no~. heaitat~ to atate that it would ~ · ~:npraCtioal, if not. 

' ' 
impos&ible-, in a~ual use-. unless we ere lab'!rint und'er. some mi.'leppre-

hensiQna as to t~ working of the machine. 
I . I 

W'e ha~ a high respect.· ror thJ machine and ite 

. ability., Wfl feel that _it has been demonstrated th(\tt the people who e.re, 
. . 

perhaps:. best e.cqt.J8.tiited with its meeha~ioal operetlon. know but ~lttle 

or noth~~g ~onoerning 1 the tundament•l prinotplea or printing or oipheri 
I 

I 

that t.he l!il\obine .cWJul4. \be improved by the combinat.ton of' thi e knowledge • 
~ i ' 

is obvio~ls• but ·to whtt "extent. Riverbank is not prepared to eay at thia 

' r. I 

t~me_end could no~·be. expected to espreaa an qptni~without the oppor-
\ 

.; 

· tunity o~ f/dl:perimenttng with the machine tt.sel£ .. 

/, 

regard, 

With e.asuranoes of' ray -..rm,personal esteem e.nd 

Sinoerel:v y~ours ,, 

1!\pproved for Release by NSA on 11-18-2014 pursuantto E .0. 1352e 
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Manb 24. 1920. 

tq dear Coloftel J'abfu: 

[ Ia repl)' to )'Our letter Qf' Marob 22nd, 1 just 
bad a long talk '111 'Ul Co leal Sau\Jorpe and have gone over 
with him tbe papers which you. eo kindly entrusted to hllll. 

Youi" veey brilliut aciantitlo achievement 
reflects great o~edit upon you and your whole personnel. 
lt would be impossible to exaggerate in pay1ag you end 
Riverbank the deserved tribute tor this very scholarly 
acoompliabmeat. J . 

Ae Colcael dauborgne explained that the sate- ,~ 
guards whioh he now proposes do not seem impractical, I 
suralJ think that Colonel Mauborpe and Colonel Hi tt should 
be given eveey opportunity to won out these ideas , ud 
that the raoul t of their work obould again be put to tbe 
most aearohing teat. 

Colonel George fabyan, 
P. O. Bo.x 435, 
C h i c a 3 o • 

., 

Van sirtoorely yours. 


