e — R —

—~ " REF ID:A4148863 - 9
O - U N
D
‘ L

WAR DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE cmzr SIGNAL OFFICER
WASHINGTON
.

December 29th, 1919, . N
i : \
My dear Colonel Fabvan \ |
\ '

E:I was hastily summoned to ny not&er s bedside aboﬁt a week argo

beceuce of her desvmerate illness and therefore, did not receive, until

my return on Saturday, the little tape message which you had prepared,

"ich demonstrated beyond a shadow of a doubt, that vou had not only bro- -
© ken the one hundred fifty messages mrepared ‘on the orinting telegravh ac-

cording to the method used last year by the Signal Cwps, but that you

had 2lso recons’ructed the running key whicl? enabled you to or¢pare mes-

sages to- be sent to the Chief Signal Offjcer, to General Churchill and to

nvself 211 of wiich -:ere this morning vut through without mishap, on the

cinher machine. here, using our key tﬂpes fccording to existing methods.
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. L J
You have done o great work and vour contentirn of last March
is sustained - that the method of using the prlntlng telegranh ¢inher as
used last v er by the Sienal Corwns was decipherable. This is, perhaps, . ,
the-touchest 1nd1vlaua1 cipher ‘vou latve-eve? 1ad to tackle, To the —ictor
belong the spoils! I an wait’ ng General Sguier's return so that he per=-
- sonally can convey to you the remarks waich would otherwise have to be
- - 'rubber-stammed' by a‘suborullate,:]“ﬁence, you will understand -the delay
inhis acknowledgement of vour message, .He is on 'eave and \111 return
200N, . : . ’
.

For vour prlvate 1nformat10n and not- for publication, I am en-

closing a coay of letter -

-1d ¢ch I have this date written to General Church-

~ £11, I don't want Colonel Fabyan <o’

think that Colonel Mauborgne is un-

aonrecirtive of what RiverbankK has-done.,” I am roing -to nut this tling °
over if 1 can. JI¢ eXpO“t some opvosition from Yardley but General Church-
7 411 is ‘a’ bigger ‘men than =ome-neople think and purhaps Ma1or Yardley's' op-
.vosition will not ‘emount to very ‘much.in General Churchill's opinion, I :
feel satisfied that the Chief Signal Officer will back me up in this metter;
'‘howévcr, I am well evare that. there sre many slips wixt the cup end the
lip and am,taklng tl'e by the ﬁqrelock to let you know what I am trv1ng to

_dOQ IS . . R ‘

I should like, however, to get on honest opinion from you as to
‘ the t.0 questions which I can't help but harp on, or on at dceast one of
them, tecause you haye already t0ld me that you are, unable t0 give sny fur-
ther caonsideration to this modified form at the present time. - Colonel
‘Hitt is eatisfied that at loast one of the two methods proposed is 1ndeci-

_pherable. “hat sdv you?

8

vhich you gent to

I am en01031ng a’ conv of ‘the deciphered tape,
Wishing. you the con011ments of the season, I remain,:
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