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WAR DI.PARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHI~F SIOHAL OFFICER 

WASHINGTON 

28 November, 1919 

--------------------

~ dear Coionel Fabyan: 

Your letter of November 17th has just. 
reacbed me dw to tile fact that you had the letter 
adcb'essed to 1202 - 16th street, N. w., instead of 
my present address, 172& Conneoti."cut Avenue, N. w. 

Wednesday I received and shipped to 
you two of the tubes you desired, with the understand1Dg, 
of course, tha. t thea e are simply loamd far goverrumnt 
e.:xperimental Pllrpoaes. The patent sl tuation on these _ 
conto1mded tubes 1s such tha. t ·we have to be very caretul. 
that they do not get into unauthorised h&Dds. 'Buff 
Baldo 

Your SE!COnd pal"agra.pb \18.s typically 
"Fabyan." You lmow I never have admi~ed that ,you bad 
any method for solving this cipher, end, as in the case 
of all the~e academic debates, you wi_ll have ~o pt'()_duc_e 
the pi-OOf'!)! I am sorry that I oazmot get a abanae to ~-----
watch your work .as it goes because no dOubt you have 
perhaps reached other mthoda ot susgested attack thl\n 
those you have already described. Bo doub.t you ~ve 
tried and discarded what qht, perhapt, have some 
bearing on other work. As you recognise, the by-pro-
ducu of thia'investigation are highly worth while even 
thoggh there never was, as there never will be, a real 
solution. -- However, don't let me cU.scourage you from 
making ,any 'further attempt on this cipher. In faot, I 
wan1i to encourage you, ao 1 am goiDg to clo ~hat you 
aak a to do in your last paragraph, tha~ 18, produ~ 
som more tapes of the &81111 "confounded mean varlety as the 
lut ones, which, hawever, you a:re lnfor118d are not 
acoording _to What the signal Carps ha.s been advised _to 
use as staDdarcl };r'actice. That is, we are not going to 
introcluoe the feature of coding the ke~ settings. we 
will give you J~st as we dld before, messages enolpher~d · 
in aooordaiiOe w1 th the letter at ins~otion of which ~ou 
have a oop~. I suppose you will want about BDOther 
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hundred 118ssagea, .and as soon. as tbt officer-in-charge 
of the system gets baok from New York CHy, which will 
be Mollday, we will ~tart on the work of fixing up 
these 118saages in our spare time. I think tila t w1 thout 
doubt these messages will reach yo·u within two weeks be­
cause there ian' t quite as moh &-plre time in whloh to 
prepare them as we would lika. 

W~th reference to this clpher, you, 
of oourae, know that it 1s quite possible to use only one 
of the two trBDsmlttera, in o~r words, only one cipher 

' tape ot such lcmgth that it will never repeat i tselt. 
This cipbBr tape oan be prepared from latters chosen at 
rall4om &J;ld I am ~ather curious to know what yaur force 
has to say about the use of tmoh a ~ which will not • 
r•sult 1n ~sort of a cycle such as ,given by,

1
th9 

acl~itl_OJ1_~f ~_or ~ee _or _more oi~er' tapes • .' _A few __ 
words about ~at they think of the possib..ilitiea of . 
deoipherlng the messages enciphered by this method will 
be of in'terest. · 

A • 

With warmest regard&,. 

. . 
~olonel Geo~ Pab1Bn, 

Blve~bank ~boratozlea, 

Geneva, Illliloia 


