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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE ARMN,
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- The Aoting Seoretary of Wey directs that -a lotter aubstanv-
- $1ally as follows do sent to0 lir. George Fabyan, Riverbank Labora~
tories, Genova, Illinois, as a reply to his lotter of Liarch 23,
1919, attached herewith:
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Your letter of Maroh 23, 1919, addrossed to thé -
Scorotary of War, Viashington, D.-C., oubject: "Tho
dangors of the so-called indecipheradble linchine Ci-
phors", in which the opinion is oxpressod that an en- - ;
emy oan deoipher mesatiges sent by the system devised
by the Amoriocan Télophons and Telagmph Company in
conjunction with experts of the VWar Departmont, was
rocoived and has had ocarsful oomsideration.
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Roferring to tho deciphered measage included in
your lottor, and upon vhich apparently you based your ,
opinion expresssd as to the vulnorability of tho ma- '
chino and system in question, you are advised that we
are informéd that this is the Ho. 2 of a group of seven
measages transmitted to you on-June 11, 1918, by Hr.

Gherardi for onalysie an@ test, and that of this group
of seven moasages, Nos. 1, 6, 6 and 7 were submitted

as tost mossages for the purpose of ascertaining the
possibility of their docipherment dy an enemy. Since
mossages Nos. 2, 3 and & wore not put up in the ar-
rangement it was proposed to mnse, lir, Ghorardi did not
submit them ss test mossages but expressed the opinion
that no doubt you would be able to deoipher these three.

If at any time you shall havo succecded in &e-
eiphoring any ono of mossages Nos. 1, b, 6 and 7, ths
War Dopartment would recoive with interost a statement
of your acoomplishmnta along these nnee.

‘Mo Churchill \
Brigadier Gensral, Genoral Staff
Direotor of iilitary Intelligence

Assistant Chief of Staff
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