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April 12, 1919. 

Captain J. A. Powall, 
30 E. lllth Place, 

. Chicago, Ill • 

.fa\V dear Captain Powell, 

Colonel FabJan'a. claim that he has demonstrated 
the 1D.aeOUJ'1 ty of the ~. &Dd T. cipher is laugb.ablJ' absurd. 
He has· me:rely deoiphe:red two messages WJ'!tten with the same 
rannlng key-a task Which aught not to take more thaD a few· 
c1&y's at most. These were so far train belng test messages 
that Mz.. Gher&rdl, in sendiug them, said: "I have no doubt 
that you can decipher Boa. 2, 3, and perhaps .4. These, how
ever, .as .YOU understand, are not· the arrangement Which we 
propos~." 

As to message No.· 4--'llllhich apparently has not been 
solved-the deolphermnt of that 1s merely a matter o.t DB-. 
ohanioal ~bor. It ~oa.ld probably take one man wOrking alone 
a couple of dqa to do 1 t but · it is after all a problem of 
Which one can say, ",the solution .is certainly attainable." 

until Colduel Fabyan has deciphered 1\fessage 1, 5, 
6, or 7, he has not even made ·a begizming at demoustrat1ug 
the insecur! ty of the T. and T. system. · 
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Yours ver.v tl"'lly, 

. ' 

John -M. Manly 
Captain, u. s. A. 
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