
REF ID:A414~33 
'--../' 

Address reply to 
.CHIEF SIGNALOFFICER OF THE ARMY, 

~tj~ 

WAR DEPARTMEN~~ 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 

WASHINGTON. 

Wash! ngton, D. C. 

Engine.e.ring._.&_ ___ OIVISION 

Research 
JOM:ho 

From: 

To: 

9 August, 1918 

Office, Chief Signal Officer 

Chief, Military Intelligence Branch 
Executive Division 

Cipher Printer, A. T. and T. Co. 

1. , Acknowledging receipt of your letter of 
8th, August, concerning the absolute indeciphera
bility of the cipher printer devised by the Ameri
can Telegraph and Telephone Company. 

2. In about a week this apparatus will be set 
up for test at the Laboratory of the Electrical 
»Dgineering Department of the Signal Corps, 1710 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., this city. After a 
period of test between this city and New York, the 
apparatus will be open for your inspection~ 

_ By authority of the Chief Signal Officer. 

a~,~ 
Lt. Col. Signal C,~;p~. ~ ~ 
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EXECUTIVE DIVISION 
MILITJII~Y INTEL.LIGI!:NCI!: SRANCH 

In replyloc rder to 

4131-455 
ll.I.S 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

August 8, 1918. 

\ ' jl " -:....__ \ 

Chief, ~li tary Intell1pnce Branch, Exe'Put)W,..;.·a!·:J.J·_~n 

Chief Signal Officer o£ -the Arfi13, Washbt~;llj)~~~: 
(Attention Engineering and Research Division) • 

. 
Cipher Printer-American Telegraph and Telephone te~~· 

'" , 
[ 1 •• 'fhe mechanical means of enoiphering ~sa.gs-s with an 
arbitr~, meaningless running key of 999,000 letters, provided 
no two messages are enciphered at the same point on the tape as 
explained to Major Mauborgne, Signal Corps, and Captain Yardley, 
~litary Intelligence Branch, by officials of the American ~ale
graph and Telephone Oompany. is considered by this office to be 
absolutely indecipherable._:) ~ 

/11 . ~ .... ....._~--~· ... ~ -~-f .. -..,. 

1!. Clmrchill, 

no encls. 
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Colonel, ~neral Staff. 
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ab.i.ef • lal1 ta~ lntell~-.noe llrtmdl:tt t•cutlve "1Yilf1o:ct. 
' \ 

Ohtof S~ Of~10tl' Of tlw .~. !iUl'J.:nt~• ll• O. 
(Att•tton ~:r~ a:wl Rasoaro.'b D1vioion). 

\ 
a~_. !T.tllto~ ... .ta1'1erloaA ~e1~~lfl .owt ~e~tl.ibon$ a~. 

. ' 

1,, ~a meehanSQ&l meems ot eltO!].hc.t+.tJlt,· :mea~~~1t~ ~d th an 
tqbJ.t~t* meanl@esa running kQ' of 991.,000 lftt\era, J?l!'U'f'ld$4 
ao tnrq t4ePageJ all'& tmeJ;phered at thft f$~ vo~nt on the t"l>e u 
&:q>l~~ to l.aJolt :3l\'tlbor~· ~ ~if,'IU!.l Corp~ 1 an4l OE~>:ptaln •rtn.-.v • 
UU.1t.EU"Zf l2l,t•l11~ .B:twlch1 by ott1oi~tJ Of the ~rlQQtt Me
P•!Ab. an4 !relQhone o~, it~ OOlliJltt•l'ed 'b7 th1a ott1f.t., to b$ 
®solutel1 ~1t!M~blttt 
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u. Ohal"'htl.1t 
OOlcmelt Gmwll'lll !Jttl.ff * 


