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1”T* aetewﬂ*neﬁ Jf the ﬁmﬁriﬂan commands: , ],ﬂl" [ o e ' .

.L.

e Consiﬁerﬂd tho Garman forces capable of 1aunchihg a major
erslfgnsiva« . ; , , . , -

'<,i¢apa¢csd tha;lﬁ December Coanteroffesnive as the result of<

vmm)oz.oaz. ~

l. A detailed examination was made of intelligence and operational
fcomuat racords that were officially issued by all participating
“ﬂor and on at least the regimental level up, and which were held by the
+orica; R, cords uec*ion, Departmental Records Branch AGO, S

' A. xa*?icuta“'intell gence dOLdento were ‘aggressively sought
and exhaustively examinsd; e.g.; G=2 :eriodlca, Estimstes of the Enemy
situation, G-2 Jourmal, G-2 messages, ali of which were currently
aritten and L;@gqnably LOT supbhsct to later edlt-ng for revision of

',aq?s o gnihts OF vi»n purnosﬂsw

Interviews also maintained bty the Hisbtorical Records
Insunuch as ofrisially issued doumments

- et

2. Conbat
Segbion wars, ekarined with c¢are.
such ag After/astion Feporte and their sw jertirng documenis tended to
recount actions without. commentary, uombat Interviews were usually -
the only availabls source for commanders’ opinions, analysis, and 6es~

;LrlpE*OnS of intentions aqdfplans.‘ vurthermore, Combat ¢nterviewa

Aartm 1y substituted: of: X
-106th Infentry Division hsd

H Combat, Interviews also.

:“-Decéwber, with the resultant logs of ‘records.

"'»bendeﬂ to prgvide more. detailad descriptione of specifio incidents than‘i




T T L T - L SR .

AHERICAEVINTBLLIULQ B ON THX OERLA& COUN”ﬁkCT?EthVE;"

1 Nov’ember "-"'15 Dece'mb'owltj/ 1944-.
P
. Resume

I. Order of Esttle, MYissions and -Cperstions,

16 upcamber, the American Order. of Battle 1n ‘the zoné
U.8. Army Group wes 8s follows, north to south: e

“NINTH UL S. Aag{ﬂw,
FIRST U.S. ARKY
U YII L Corps
Ve Corpa

78 Inf. Div.

2l m ey

9S TInf. Div. )

VII1 Corps )

106" Inf. DlV. oY

9l Arm'd Div. )

4 Inf. Div. = .. )

———

 TEIRD U.S. ARMY LT,

----AE" cmaEs

Div—isions,l

Six divisions were cn the Ardennes 11ne and another, ‘the Bid
In’entry Division, had depertcd pS recentl; es 7. December, having been
on this line for approximstely ¢/? months. Cf thesesaven divisicns,
the 106th Infentry end Sth Armored possessed very limited ceprcities
for the performence of int allirence. "Treir cc.mmﬁmenv wsg,**p~r”f1rst
¢f the wer, ard trhej hrd been pdsiticned only five da/s In cnq4rést,
the ctrer five Aiv sions weFe ‘substerntially more qu &1*pled e 1v9ve
cthe dren o daelto conditléreble Pgrevidus Eattle expérience” P“f/or 3
sever=i week position tenure, ;Qbej ‘weré: 2d, 286th end 83d Injeaniry.
Divisions, which were betile~wise; and ned decupied Ardennos seciors
frem wlriu to ten weeks; 4th Infentry Division, very battle exterienced,
but only ef-ht ceys dn the Ardennés”line, end tre 99%h Infentry Divisicn
whick hed been on %he line for five weeks for its initiel cecuretian of
a front line scoteor. ™ ¥ el ol P SR A SE '

I 1.—.’3('
LAY e B e abdE SR

- None of ¥ seven divisions werc“pleced spen Lre Ardennes front for.
efense arsirs® er oxpected or gven posditle rajor oiipr51ve. The ‘ori; 1nal
B3 '1nls rrite miszion was ho relieve the 4th end 26th Jl’lSlO”S, ‘her on "
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o

719 I)aom:bsr it mved to the V Corps %0 pul‘ﬁi{:.._p&tﬁ in that cmmcﬁa
e Posesdor SCHAIDD aad RER Denzp offenatve. Alav commitied to this
aszault HAR t*zo goth Divieicn which hod bson engaged in the wisuasesas
L ful Wovesbep SCMMTUT delve of the T Corpa,” “stﬂg Indestrinatlion o
A a,,.xict front wes the obivedlve of tho now, inaxporiencud 108%h Infu- br,
o 7‘;,5&:3&‘8*31 Lemovad: "'ivis..ma, ‘Rehsbi2itation wea *ns w#nd and mission of
UAYa AR and 28 - v‘iszixma wfher Yholr WJ;(:S’L Poract Tiphting. Vigorous
Copeteelihing of ehe SOBELIE~GATER Rivuws to pe &m‘:{; rfwm emuh.gn Was Cne
- puuhad o che 834 mvmicn. S ni .o :

s tth, 105th, Intente:
Si‘;’a .mu BN Uivielcs Jlfi

. Cmiﬁ ' mﬂwtme"’? m.ts» WY cntim.pa’md b,;"
‘mxd ’3'»3"1 "&’m:)"ﬁt‘ 'ff}.‘hﬁ Gﬂﬁ“ i‘h&; E'i 8‘5.!“;,»

i ga gqulet, inactiva Arm‘.g -
oo T GphR Di?&sima want eate Bha ST L
C e ges aff«ns&m tn"ta"a ‘3' G&*pa EOER daxs drive. Prior to and ;ub;equex\t %a
o that dete,” hBre Wes no - indlcution of divisianal changouvaer froa elither
\'dstaxue: or offease Lo defensive ssargency BARE I eo proagw by sudden
: slligma tbat a mjar sttask was imﬁx:mt. S

i

¥

. f‘erpm

The Pirdb &myrmi tima Cor ;sa' - i;hc lme, w.,n;z %0 south, the
9’125} V. and Rz‘ise : ‘-a.c‘: Y.ad uc:cwied its pemtim sincy a*ly mto’t W,

. < e mx't’mm ae,; the VI, was eu exporienced ummd naving parﬁiv
~iyated in sow of ihe hewviest Jwericsn Liphting since 1ta invealon
ding on UAY Sseah,, Delay, o Jwie, It lawmshsd xo atbesk oun 18
.‘.'(s‘l?ﬁ:‘.l:wi" 1o sclze EKCLE, es pavt of the Pirst Ar-zy's drive bowards the
PR dwnnd . Dy 14 Teoember tha melin :mzzxy resistsnos weat of Lhe TOZR
hed ~ncasmf; in the neethers half of $he Corps none, end likowise on the
serthern on Sha 10the Pelrolling au; mem'ir-.;, the ouemy from tho wast
hmtc wore She ngiions on the 1Tth and 16%h of ecenber, ead Jdefunce ime=
pavaont wed the activiey on the 18th md 0tk :?ift_’a;: ive 212400
&Sfeﬁiuﬂi‘, i%s zone wey assumsd by Che XIX Cornu, and i moved to the
R ARG IR-T0TT N m*ag,, q?hna,, the VI - cox-p: wag north of the 16 Ducewbsr
e e "f&mtm‘u"fam' $va,” did not ng;n{,aiath» vac‘bimi until 22‘ Dﬂo%ur,

S Sinum* 1,0 tna V I c:.zrps, .iw D«Day V was bem: s~wlne ‘ '

R mru)ics;i with the Flrst keny's offoneive to the HUER.  Mavwing lamzhad

L };,3,*9:3“ boagk on 13 Deoember, the 7 Corps wes &triving to espiurs the RORR

S deis, and ‘continued oa ‘the 16th; -aldhough it wes slowed by ine.

o ‘cmuiﬁg Gorman resistence,  lts southern flsuk diviston, the 69th

zarantr-', ané adiscent %0 the ?III Cé?‘p!, ey ahrmk by:tba ﬁémn one
, th, £¢




,Ls{_o iegns*ve 1 ;
ficelIv 1\‘3 ;mrediate ob 3 ] the cem*ure oi‘




- :m Betinates of Knmv szenaivo Pemm:ialiﬁst.

the 'amsm. Gorps, aiwy, or arey S""“P

a‘.
' tationthutﬂhomymﬂd launch & major -

1evel bxprossed the

: pmdunh’ of the Ameriomn (er Allied on vhe ‘ﬁ’aatarn .v&'ont) oparutimn E
| ?rimry B::pouf.n*ions md Ccmapeiomz ' '

!J"i;é’iuim;: ’fha m«at ;mﬂmﬁ daaartp‘bim m the ehe-.rxourutio

of de?enaa. " Jomo TUBOT ELLrEIAIVEness wus expscted, such as wwall patrel

mtimz,_ iﬁ!‘iltﬂ‘tm, harasing artillery fire, snd limitad, looal
un .24 Division olaimed amijor counterstimek frowm the
G& _.,D-SGHLEIDE ‘aros .’m eale ct‘ :uosbh ponetnﬂml. :

- ——

Arwisg s Concern ovar the northern locale wes the dominant thought.
Boomy action in the north wos expeoted.

' 12th Aruiy Group: Extrame opltimimm thet the enemy would collspse -
s gaddlenly an the facy of pressure was the key thought. The Group felt
the enewmy pave priority to the northern looale.

, , Smplo;mn{: of Sixth Panger Amy u
=t -0 Btrateglo Raserves

. Divisiongy. 2Zd: Dxpocted it to ba rotsined as & single, sirong
eomt;enﬁmk fores. rather than. s relief of the hu-d ys-uud foroes
aus'b ut m:m . : :

, . o Other div.‘.aimx ?.‘hdy 1d&ntifiod mﬁn end dua
poaitinns ot nriozm onery xmita, but noy s . orgmiud grmy

RN

.Qn:m.u YIls
the Baab

Blermts would prohably comtoraemk athr :.ho VII

ﬁ!!; I% wan baoking » up the infantey, A In gmﬁ. 'ucny

~~"m1m 2.7 3 unumy Tfolt the VIXY wes uoxmtsng; an - ni‘i'snsiw. o
V: Md not mntim ﬁhe 35.::%!1 Pm:ar Amy, although thl V
Qorgg qurnd to five concmittad pmnr divi-ionu. :

HUSAy To counter broskthroughs of the ROER defenses.

oemtarhlaw w;;rax&utd{ during Decerber.cn ita om initiative, inde~

».‘,,&_‘z mm&cﬂéwr ta:d eommrattaokt a;ainat ponetratiung.

ressrva forces {duign:tim not ng;aiﬂod} wore nob expssted 4o wmor« .

F‘J&A: “Ta bo und after she Mliaa had omsnd tho ROER Eifw'ra

T TMEA:  To lawmoh & s;zoiling attack in the AACH&: DURRN uot:or.



- ‘nmll ‘patrol nctim, ha.rming mulary fire,

ma not -sxztion zoo-tian. sE . :

. - Stated thet five panzer. divuiau wore th

"> west of the REINB, but did not designets the rom u
the Six'bh Pmor Arny or any other,

| ,_na vmnny'or'cmx_

Ar&i‘m : o : L ‘
. : KUSA: MNentioned only movements of certain divisions scuthe
e ward, with no allusion te thea: bciag of ths Sixth

cn Panser Army.
Believed it bttwm the ROER end tha RYIEE,

TUSA:  Believed it betwsen DUESEELUORP and COLOGENR, Added

~ that 14 Germen divisions wors out of ommtact, 8
Panger, I3 Pere, snd 5 Infantry.

12 A Op1 Desoribed as locsted west of cox.ocsa. poslibly mmw.
but its mm un Mttoﬂy mknown., .

Gmwgl L;ul;pia by cmnd Lwal:
7 Divuian. : : ,
Rﬁ!‘crmcu t:o snt oxpootatien “thet the onoay mld lamoh (1

1 mjor comtorblcw appmizumy during Decenber wera w!zolly leoking,

Scmo minor aggressiveness was expssted, such as loeal nomunttmh,

a3 The 4th- ﬂimion ueap-hhntm ‘

atteok: ta ';o the CITY OF LUXEW3OURG, . A ai-tr-oemg attack upom
FITELBRUOK oould be lemached, ecoarding to the 23th. Dey or might

' comtantt-cks. ut.uising Teserves up to 12,000 m, were considered |
- within the enemy's capedility by ths 634 Divisioh. ~The 24 olsimed an-

11 Decewber that the enemy could meke local’ comtarsttmks and ‘& mjor
ono from 'cho GEMUMD=-SCHLEIDER srea in cass of sizsedle Amsricen peae=
trations. Aocording to the 99th, liwmited, yomibly ragimntal attaoks -
could he mtl. sgalnst it to relieve pressure, as s reaction to the Qsth’a
offensive. .On tha other hand, the 99th alsoc considersd the enomy capsble
of inf 11trating md penetmtin,, the 9oth's thinly held poaitima .. em




. demcribed on.25 Yoverber as s strategic ressrve, but not purposed fbr &

;Pamer Amy a8 ; a‘:.rntogi.o' mobila reserve snd its use. This force was

) futurs Iarge-zcele ‘counterblow. On 1 December, howmsver, it was not
“ thought o constitute an effoctive nobile resorve any lomger, dus to

e Cormitoents of §te umits. This view was reversed ten deys later; in
TV that the 2d considorsd the Sixth Penzer Army as being kapt inteot as &

o 'presasd forcos east of [ACIEN, .

"‘:f’n;ot kns:a: t.hair 16 atim.

Caingle, str'.mg, socuntarattack . fom, ‘rather than to relisve tha hard
, Althngh tho 2d designated the 1,2,5,0
' i dﬁivinien did

. sod 12 88 Panur Diviaicms as

R fc“ex“y’i.k -

Daternined lefenze was rogardsd as the primsry ensny cepebility
and intention. Comterattzoks sgainst Amwsriomn penctrations were ex=
- pacted. Tnly the VII snd VIII lorps mentioned the Sixth Panzer frmy

Ly name, 83 a rescrve, but ths V Corps montionmed five uncormitted, reserve,

" ponssr divisions s being west of the RUINE,

Dofense of Lhe vitel AACHEI-COLCNE corridor to RUHR, and the
probability of sn ensny counteratiack with elements. of the Sixth Fangzor
Aray sftsr the VII Corpe reschod the east bank of the ROER River wore
the muin oapsbilities mticipatad by the VYII Corps. In i1ts 9 Decewmber
(=2 Extimeto, tha Vil woudered how long ths enemy could comtiaus in the
feno ox his loaa rate and the demend for troo;u in tho sou‘bh.

Sl The V C. rps was preoceupied with its own of f‘mi’m, end
meaaurad enginy potentislities sgainst its own oporations, as rescticns
to the ¥ Corps drive. Bvidenco wss leoking that the V Corps thousht in

terug of ¢the envay lmunching & aspscifically plannod: ‘offensive of iis om

~ cumpletely independent of the v Corps of fensive, Pr@t counteratisoks
'ﬁinh evallable reserves wors oxpseted, in -
ve ben_of dermxao.‘f A

‘Five psager. division
rornittiod, eud_one ceuld be ava? Lable. wi
“enother in 24 haux's. “This foigo wra'n
-u8 of 3 Deocarber. -A dcternined defense: m tho currsnt s.nd mjor e

' ;}peeﬁaxicm ol the enmy on thes deta,

&cm £y Gctobor the TITY corpa ntiutad that detmo cf tha

L smﬁ,ﬂ;ba Line wes required of the enemy, #ad on ® Decomber the VIII bew

‘lleved that the enany's current actiwe defenss would onnti.m». Cmtcr-
- mbtacks ¢ restore positions ead reinforcemonts £Yom reservos wers unex-
; -pootar! unless the ansny folt the VIII CQrgs was muntiug an: orfm&we




Ths»WIJi mﬁ.ardcd ‘!;ha mw practice of giving new divisions a:porime

" on the vzzz*s frant, thon moving ihem olsuvhsre, st indiaating the
Snky D desire Chw!: the che ramain ‘gquiet sud. imctin., German :t‘crou
wore consifiored as wery Jow in qualiiy. duons the reserves 1iatad as.

of 9 [eoasber; the “£ixth Tanzep: Aoy cmyz-iné Tive rdivicicms. 1:1 ﬁxs
wm_ 4 oi' C m:mz, bmking up infanf;ry‘

o o Gmm orer tha mrurn 10«16 wes i:ho daa&mt thonght hulé

’Iby t;!m ‘three Avwios, the Fimth, the First snd the Thirds This chamaﬁarn

iatie xmf; manifestsd in two forma, (1) precccupaiion with their own

- operations in the north, md/cr (2) comsern over sntieipated enemy 2c~
’»t;m :‘m bhe » gfa}s,ern arse, nct in the southern.  Ensmy stésok poteatialie

Tk =th wore Yeparded’ as’ the ‘snenyle 1lkely: ctapsbility, ilnasmuch

2E tho I‘i&nth end First A-mies wers involved ln their omm offensives in

that aroa, The Third Army was al#o warried over ‘northern attack probabili-

ties, nlthaugh its cor froot was in the souti. A

T?;a seaond dis‘uinc‘:iﬁ point wes the recoznition of the con=
sept of & mobile ressrve force for countervicow purposes. Lech army
identiried this forse &8 the Sixth Psnzer irmy, but it wes rogerded as
& counbarsler, not ecuntercffensive forge on the eneay'a initietive, in=-
dependent of the £11fed offensive. It would not bo used until efter the
Allieg hmd crossed the RiER Riwver, scaording to the First Army. The
Einth felt this ressrve would be employed to counier breskthroughs of ths
ROKE defensss, A apoiling attack in thn AAC‘L’B-DU‘?}E ssotor was oxpscted
by the. Phird Ar'my., o

v As of the immediate period precedin;; the Countercffensive, the
S loca*bion of this Sixth Panser Army wes unoertain. FUSA believad it %o bo
%, ' batwoen the RONE ead the RHIHE, TUSA between DUSSSELUOKF end CULOGNE,
C bub the Binth Army meationed only novements of certain diviaions southe
. ward, with no referenss to the Sixth Panger Army. TUSA edded that
: ‘,14 Gom divitieu nn out ef ccatast, & Fm:or, s Pm. sl 3 Infarrt.ry

.Twli‘th Amy Gro_@_:
Group
of ° the ey pahanti.nntic’ iy 46 “tmh a thin. brittle de=
. faﬁsn, & bracking point might devolop suddenly, il Pressurs wors com=
tinued, T point: *Civen tm md i‘aix' mnthor m oun mkv Progress.
ag:insh hh mywhen, RS I AL o

- o o ”riowit; . g;im to tha ﬁorthom Iaot.le by,tho ow, th-
A.my Group folt. The Sixth Pauser Army was the “precicus guard over the
- RYIKE,™ and wes expestod to be reteiaced ss & mit to: coumteratteck alter

. the Allies had orcesed the ROER. It waa desoribed 83 loseted west of
CGLOG’!B, pouibly BIBLEE‘ELD, but’ Rs mrubom m :éni‘bbedly mtnm.




eauy p :prinrﬁzythmrtkomtm. mu&n
- sgtued Countaroffensive was lewnshed sgsinst the oentral,’ apeoiftcuny
. the VIII Corpa of ths First Army opinions held: conoeraing this VIIX Bbrys
.. - sesctor would be of informetive towards sssdessment of tho aeucoptim
R hold by Mrlcm !‘cmu rcgtrding thc imcﬁy pomtiditiss. :

”O&’ﬁhc tom' WII corpc diﬁ:im%qn the Andomu: nm s ut

.. onemy's use of the front, - On 1 Doomber. the 9th Arpored Division's - -
~ Maovouber G-2 Altsr/Astion Report stated: “The enemy seerad to be using
© this gualet socltor g & "trelning ores' to glve reorganized and Volks=-
grenadior unit.. soms froat line exporience before ssndiag tham to an
sctive szons.” This anslysis bad reduoed value, howuvsrs, inssnuch es the
gt AD did nct posssss 2z sectior of its om a8 of that pericd. It wms in
VIII Corps reserus as o divisien, with slements attashed to the 83d Divisiom
| T for Datils ‘indodtrinciion, Présumebly the ccamrect aboubt the enemy por=
_ tained to the 33d Pivizion's ssotor, The 83d crffered no opinicn on the
15&51.&@@ o«. thn eneny {aeing ito

- . v

. v - e

?he 108th Division did zwi; prowide & currant statmt of its

oplnicn. A postecampaign Combat Interview reparted thet aras fmins the
- 108th was b&limd to be for (:rnming; mﬂ resting.: :

) Hei-khet tho 4th nor the zath Diviuicn raacriud upm ‘chc
, :sdasim ar their gnanies, ,

o Caﬂ:.

- The VIIIth Corps G2 ohnrm in hh Ga2. E‘-stiuta or $ Do«ubers
men;{ zrastioe of bringing new divisions to receiwve front line

@xparienco snd then relieving them oub Por mltwnt oit 'mre 1ndio£€u
Lot yi- dnirn $o have. this uectw ol rr '

el et e in- purspt&ivs‘* iﬁ’&la cdniiderntion m dmtod ba ‘the mtrcl
N o Allisd some, ZHoth the Firat snd Third Aries wers concsrnod over the
ST " northern and southerm portions of the Allied Irant,. “While. they exgeat:t&
sounteratiacks in the northern, they qualified thnir views by pointing
out that Allied southern opsraticna might farce soms mplomt of the
_ Sixth Panzer Army in tho south == the Third Army's zone. - This opinicn
et ook ' the form that while the snexy desired to retein the Sixth as & unit,
- “Allied prossurs might compel piscomesal commitiment, sharing the Sixth




I
“ r

”behmboththamthommd;outhmzm-

. ’-’:"nngntiﬁj
-1ts use wers misoonstrued, FUSA peinted out that for the past month
" thore was a delinite patteorn for the sessoning of Wéwly formwod divisions
g the ru!.u%i:uly quist VIIY Corps prior to thelr d}spatch to more ‘active
- feonts. Kowever, ss of 16 ‘Devember, FUSA {ndicated unei of the
- ensmy's strength in the THISR-PRUM sestor, The Thi f, Army pofarred mly
. briefly to the;TRIER, KYLL3URG, WITTLICH ares, by n ‘
e thet

- ;" hm”r vy ‘ ’ .

© " ths daily Cowmmnding Generalis Eriefings alluded in the slichtost marner . = .
RT3 iibhy&f tho subjett or to oconfersnces on it. Two after~ih - S

I, !‘th mmwmcmrukm.mmz;xm, %
itho t:hire _ SR

s the exp opis ‘conserning - it’uro fow Sn ~
; mq Fi.rct Ar-y’l nmm tm ite own VIII Corps wes
Ehih ‘it recognized some buildup snd utivity, Antentions tor

ng ocuils Duced;er
£ and 130 Py Lehr Divisions. sppesred Lo bs rcrmin;,
ur z)ivi;im rapertodly nlnud fcr ﬁq?\gh area)
R N : . ) - Co ) » _‘;;, v B Eﬁ

lzth Arnz Grctg. , o . ;o \ ' fxK

5
‘ .

the E.FPar

Similar to the srmies, the north=-gouth aonocpt was b-hc
axong the Army Oroup opiniona. <he narthern and southerf zZonos m

considered §3 vital srees by the onamy; the Group falt. \Of the xﬁim,

the Group r)bgardaé the northera as bsing considered by th: anw hs

~ the looceale er primary lmportence.

in contrast to and shering equal sigmifi -ith the norﬂl-
south ccndgpt was. \he. Groyp?sdéparatis, nsgative att towards th%

" YITI Targhs o attask potentislity wes agoorded it. | Marebver, it

damdtqbeatrmientm. ‘A8 of 7 Decsmber the up“'\‘G«zmperted.
to his Commanding Generel thut the eusmy's polioy was' ‘to s=ploy neWly

= ‘:rrivlng wmlve in the VIiI Cerpe sestor and to send mare a:gwhnud ;
. cnes’ to bom oritiesl seotors, Again, thres days later he déscribed the |
'YI;I

"probably a foosl canter for snssy trocps golng aither to the f
}? or ss:mth. Purthormors, apparently the Group did ngt te the VIII

: CO:';»: /bigh snough from an operstional standpoint to sseign - P tam wnit
- o 4L, -
bocan& #otive after 16 Decsmbers A Phueen Wit was - inmnkomo

9 Hovembere 35 Decembor, wheress. it did imdint-}.;‘ ‘the VIIX

D ; ‘; s > o
r@fmd to this subjfests Fur cuplc. nons of the finutes et

mmgmzm,wm.mwmmsm

:nw. thu,mtnz pcu'uca |
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Seven Atieck Signs. e

AN

-i.',‘

Divisions. 1 : o .

These originated will certein divisions of the VI1l Corps, &nd

were rarticuler dete which cenvenierntly mifht be termed ostensible

“teek symptums, Only O1 Fv's were ceptured by the .V end VI1I Corps
divicions, 1 - 15 Decerber, and one civilian informant wes teken into
custody, These seven instences ostensibly indicated the imminence of
increesed enery operations. Four prisoners of wer captured on 15 Decem-—
ber cleimed they hed heard rumore cr steterents thet a lerge-scale
sttrck waa 40 bo leaunched betwesn 16 - 25 Decembar. A civilien women
tuken -ifle custudy on the l4th described -the woods: towards BITBURG: as
f.11 of Germen eguipment. Two divisions reported an acceleration of
eﬁumy-vehiuulﬂr ectivity during the last three deys.

Even on the division level these seven deta did not eppeer sharply -
indivétiv Cnly four wero reported to higher commsenis. They were: ono
Fa cralim ab'tt en- impending atteck, the womenr infourmer's date, end the
twe concerring increesing vehiculer traffic., As to the PW's cleim, no
plrns, .rJam,,or'dtber supportirnp documents were provided to lend crederice,

y wounded, he wes under morphine.during interrogation. The
ision- (26th) considered the women informer feirly relisble,
Lat zointea out thet she hed not noted enything of militery significance,
Nstc . sr the 27%hor 106th Divisions considered the ‘DCFGBoIEL vohiculer
O 2ALE 05 lP'PFEEHt. _The Z#th regerded those it observed-es normel
¢iief trefiic, -inasmuch es e prececent cction. had occurred some three
weels ;rev:ulsly. o :

n, Sericus

s A :
LARPE _.h]'rrL SLN

.t g

“

Corps.

fouvr ettuel dete were eecquired by VIFTI Corps divisions, end
wy

ine Corps, The VIII'e attitude towards them was rct spec*fied,
Twa wes their disposition. All were reported ir the 5G-2

i "he cnly ¢
Povicdic for the day, snd in case cof the -women's-“ata, in the deily
Inteitirence Summery end in the £-I's informel typed deily review., No

sepres Lo FUSA were leceied, There wes no evidenceé ol their ox-

5t
"ertling influence or causing delensive measures tc be teken.

Army.,

.

friwy received the VIII Corps -2 Periocdice reportlrg the

four osterullie atteck detn, tut, whatever treir iniluence, *here weas no

EAPIGS ssion ke’ FUSA undertock protective ricssures es 8 reaction, The

twe tra-f - nungleretion deie were simply cescribed in m singlec sentence
ir FUSA's own Daily G- Pericdic, without idnterprstetive commentary, sug-
Fosting rno spuclt EA_lm;orterce bewng etleched ¢ it. As tc tre PV clsim of

o T

HI_ LY —




Speciiie

-~

N : :
en impenling atLack, FIUSA G-2 Fericdic for E Dzcember declered that
meny ity meade swueh g cleim. Otler FUSE rec&rus did nos arpl:iv this
susertion in any manner, ststissticsily or ob hérnLQc, and the scurce =
3 ‘informrricen wes not cobvicus, FUSA mede nc direct refsrernce
to this VTTJ uornc PV wllusicen, It regsrded such ® cleim as propegenda
gler Carren troop morale, but e limited orfensive mipht oe
lounchec rns e qu;;tmnsﬂworale ‘victory! for eivdlien conswaption.,  The .
werman'y tuilaup Jefe weas "veryoicteresting." PAC/R end PVi's hoo inai-
ted a Lulll -up wes ceing exscuted, FUSA felt that the menticned:
enginesrs end briaging equipment sug;ested offergive rathor then de=
fensive action. T : ‘ ' S )

&
:

[ %]
-

*USA'es disposition of these foéur deate wes sinply tc rrjulw thom

Cwith Lhe abeve commente in its own U-2 Fericdics Jor 14 end 153 becerter .

res;écfively. ¢ women informer's date wes elsc reperted b FUSA in )
L houndup of dete end its -2 10U, both fer 14 Teaembcr.

17vh Army. Group. '

'
Tnie command cbviously end anturclly was more preeccuplied witkh
aonnicerntion 6f sfr"'cgaﬂ sni larger FGlEulOﬂS‘}p: over ifs Iront Lhen
Cval perticuler! ostensible ahteck si GF =his Yetter ceve -ory, ‘
tae Troup would cally depernd upon its subor dinnie comménds to Age !
sertla 1 Morre P¥'s, civilisns, etc, Cnly one of the se.en i
gecrming shlech stmpiens ecguired by TIT Corps divisions wes roporfod *

—

by the Army orovp, Onyg of the twe treffic meceleretion dethe wes men- 4
tlomed Ly orie 22 during tho Commending aenexﬂ*'s~8ricf1ry o 1e0uls

ergrcoar, wne he interpreted the ectivity es the moverant cf
Troer vn Givision rrom the VI1 1 Corps's zone,

L e S26th

Activity,
—— al

Divisions.

Snemy opzreliens did notl menilest oflensive signs, or.et lees ?
none were sc irverpreted, Each civision cons idered the enom; activity
rs generelly doflensive, thus.nai. en orfensive‘siﬁn- with Llimited petrol.ing
and lisht artillery fires, and o tendeoncy to incresse scticn &t
Poor nqplity of trcops sngiested-defewsc to the 4G9tk
deueriierl the upery es non-spprescive, with no cfie

ik,

n
ision, ,[ e lioth
i ‘ms,

Coryps.,

The Vil and V'(oru: vere ccecuyied with their vavulfO'SI'm», arna

the recornined wrapy's defensive reti
particular atfsisk s‘
relrtively innctive during the several weeks of the YiTl Corps ceoupsnc, .
of ils Ardenves fremu, T8 wns limited to pntrc!liﬁﬁ et T eresdin

'ensive inTentions.

on wes the'expecteu reachion, e

mptoms were noted,  dnemy scuivity wes defz=nsive end

ertillery, wh.eb 40 not suppest o




'darit*i rntion cf 'n-

ine s":ucl' as t.he comrands identitied so. rcw .-omn

. them s3 of epproximstely 1% December, the faot did net 1 inats.
seels impording sttack. A stetisticel comparison of thefbre:
ot'Yensive and the 14 Decerber idertuueations enphuiae :

.)i.' ilion' .

io cive V end YiIl Corp. divilions atricken an 16
'1-.ert1' iud elemunts o" nine :1ivi.iuns, es of the- ‘eve of
szve, .vrerees they 1'Cing eler-e.. S oI‘ 22 on the 16th

. On <he 7 Corps front, the <!91:h D:lvision wes _
. the .l orps =i wns previcualy awere of only threslfef t
.Aivisions. The V113 Corps WBS ewsre of' four divislons,-_
on. tro l€th, TP

A compar-.srm of the Units 1n (.ontnct lections o!‘ thg' 15
Uecerter .~ Ferliodies indiceted that FiSA wes. aware of ‘the p'r

sloms: by of 17 enasry divisions on its fromt, whereu, 22 Uct“lli'y.-.truck' ;
on Lie ‘r.r,h. . o e - - .

Air “e~unnassisuce,

X4 . Di\'isions. T
_AIF rev~nnaissance by eit‘ner t‘rzendly or enemy plunos w5 not- J:.s-
casied hy tre 4th, €3d, =nn 1C5th Livisions. The Oth Abricred merti, .
some 'y Lhe anary during Hoverter, Leck of. Americen Tecunn ri,saanea s"‘:.«'--
the e mrining of tre 54ih, bul weather was given as the ressdfii’.- Photo. -
rissiond sere requested by the Stth, but; tho priority was too.IowW, sainlie
tne _ln-t; :)hof.o #nz.teren on 25 Novarheri®.The .Zbth's Agt‘i lery Atk OF
Flew ot hote Fiioine on 17 end L4 IJGI.OI"...OI', the weather .perni 34} g’_bu‘iﬂ.
N (1 u.-tvf.ndh. (..n"n vns d*scovered. No menticn. W nmle ot'
re:inc s ssence mn:le by the &d .)ivision. " % -
COrp'l'.

Sy ‘-‘e".'\' opgs frons, eir reconneissa ce t},d not"reveal'
Aetimils, it an:’ ne--lluhlu due w0 bad weather, “and WAS lu'rel).. 3
' -o.~-;:'€-3.¢. rTmne e rumd Opernti.cm.., rsth@r L}-ap#br igf‘or 'ntlon‘f. '
) '."IJ: _='.'=.-. o mir re'-orr‘nissn'xhe w‘wm- ‘lovrr' on, '
""«-cu*n,ef ferici, onserved only minor e
Lbral ns s.-x-i A tow veh u-leqi 'ror whif:h

.‘7".5'_" _-\
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REF ID:ASS???"S
4 apccidc ,E,dgv:we :

| rosa.

S "'&Mingtnmiﬁmmﬂm.ﬁonwthampﬂimorm
- Arey froat, the V and VI Corpa zones, and north of thew, was the locais

C . of the snsny eotivity during ths saverel weeks precsding the Counter— o
- offonsive,. . ¥hile TUSA noted snd drew rimungn a‘hcut tbu actiﬁty, ua
o did nct nmmmco thc nun&ng nnd ;;arpm. S

bm inamtd east ot‘ the Rﬂm. p-rﬁanhrly norti’: of DURKN f-duriug
.uthough ’ot sw.uin; tha aimrﬁem, FUEA: :hm tm m
‘1

hrga mwiggn ‘af:;;antou_ %mé nol
I‘rafrio: mrrrosd wss  1imited to' s few vehioles in eny cae 10» o
il zaauty, with 0o definits ‘trend in direstiom, ‘Rail treffic hed beea - | ..
. heavy, aod not-scnfined to main lines. Cus traskage wes bpoedily ra- o
- paireds High priorities were spparently given to reil rosd: bridan o
Lthe Mm-mm-ms Lins and those parinoling ths @J‘!n T ‘

>t
. As £y “tha mqmoy of flights, poor ‘weather had grmnm trwm
during two days of the 2 = § Decsmbar period. W%hile woather Iimitsd.
tham, ﬂighta rare mads on 14 and 15 Dscenther.,

- 18th Ar‘y GTOWQ g

Air recamaissanss wes mot interpreted es indicating sn attesk,
It was hsmpared by weather, snd dm'iag the 1 =~ 16 Dweub'r periocd, there:
wWEre no nigh‘an o 7, 9. 13th,

“at timed Ia alwost 6aoR mmall T



z aootcm o '
S i}‘aeeaaur, ‘the 4th issued oo the 15th & draft of a 4<1/2 page mizmo~
L4 geaphed doousment $1tlsd, DEFEWSE PLAN, 4TH TRFANTRY DIVISION, A breed
s froab, serious. uuult ‘of tho actusl Couatsrofiensive’s proportions
~was not wentioned, The severeat effort the sncay was cogoeived o:publa
',of&wgr- & pajor atteok to aeize The CITY OF LUXEMBOURG. Dsfense waz to
f:onsisb of &clayinp- mtinns. cmmtarat;tmks to rutoro t}p linox, - m&,
widh ; o

Shartiy vfter tho 4th and 83d Divisions 'amm&zgod

ol o omm ci' tasmvm«; ccmmder. o
28*!:11 Divisiom (VIII Csrys)o

Seourity plm wore considored protective, socording to a postwar
disoussion by the 28th Diviziam 5-3, Ho wrote thst the divisicmal and
bwo - sonfset Jevacends of the 9th Armored Divisicn were protectively dise
poset. On ths 23th's Z3=mils front the 112th Infentry wes holding in
atraayth on & comperatively narrow fiont, the 110th Infentry hed compeny
o - atveng points elong the mainm northegouth hizhway perslleling the 0U2
River and had sed up cbservaticn outposts along the river, Tho 100th
Ini‘mtry held a eestor not as wide us the 110th but exossaive to cover -
- in strepghly, and hed two battalions om the line and ons in reserve,

- &rtillery battalicns wore o situated ms $o furuish a *sertain smoumt of
fire in eny sector of the Division.," The caly divisicnal reSOrYe WRs
. one 1St Infedbry battalion, Howower, tho Sth Arwored Divisiosn hed cus
corbat cormand 4An the vicinity of TROISYIERGES and another near SSCHDORF,
‘It was sublcipcbed that in the event of a normsl aﬁtaozing force thet
- these two CU's could move In, sad atem ths attack,” The CC's had se~
lested the routea. All planz covered the road net wast of the river,’
: "'It wWo belimd that this foreve, snd in the. .y disposed, would give
‘ f ‘adey mﬁa_wammg of en irpending atimcl 'end that it would be !gceaible %o
: rhold the rogde sgaliust enemy unti} nufrio:imt Lorse was mtomd An:
Cattack’ o.f.'r tha Z‘arce, thioh cu.d ”ake the ra:k‘hbraug o8 mer au{:icio :
p‘&.da ST e ' .

IC-btb Diviaim (vin) cm-pa) o

,  The mly mly:h o th: subjni; oonccming the 106%11 Dlvs.ucn was
a Combat Interview with the Executive 0ffiser, 3d. Battalion, 4224 Infantey k
. in ¥ay 1345, Thon esked shout preparatims sad piens for offaetiing & T
7 ecunterattock, he "said that ertillery forward obssrvera wore with his : i
- corpsniss and that extoasive defonsive fires hed been phnned bub be=
onuse of & ruling ne srtiliery, machine: gum or- smsll arms armunition hed
evor basn firsd prior to the counteratteck.” It will-be reoalled thet
this was the 108th's initisl commititment af ‘hho war, and that 1% had
- tekan its Ardenunes positicz a2 recent as 11 Baemhar




o

e

' ths ‘K)ER &a.ma, 1ts wein cotivities uomictad of &

,Cerpz atbaoa: i:mrdl
) 5 positions and
pasrolrings "AF part of the sorral preceutions sgeinat attack, Genaral

- Lauer hed mi‘mai“w positiens dug sevoral thousand yards: to the rear of
the front 1ines.... Gonoral Lausr stated that et the time he cmsidom
thia to ba o wasted effort. Sowever, thoso positions. furned out to be
vof.‘ ‘great’ halp and value in slowing down $he. German sdvence until a wors

" -eompletely” srgenized dafence could be prapered. “For 98th's atteck, and
rto guard. agaimt the. cxfmted roeotion, Gonersl lLewer had the 3d Dsttalion
“ar the 4L Talentry ia vasorve n-tha: vioinity of F. BUCH(LZ« It was -

%o be- ¢ble to znovo by mtor md m'chsa to my nead&é atctoz- upca ons
hourts ao».‘mc. o .

m;ﬁwn the. ‘9pth pari'ioipated

[01"&‘0 . v Corpa

Security plansing snd setions wers not roflescted iz pre-l3 Docember
records of the Corps., The only retrospect description found wes in the .
form «f tho Coxbat Intsrview with tha Commending lamerel held by the
Theater Historisa on 12 Septewder 154¢H6.

™o specific guestions were esksd. One: Uhat counberatteck plans,
if eny, Lad beon ostablished hy ¥ Corps mvicz- t0 18 Dscewber 12441" Tha
mtend UPER Divikfeas ned boea bold to preparc dsfensive positions, snd
they reconncitered the delense line genorally from ths BLS:KBORE RIDGE
back to FALMEDY. The sesond quostion inguired if the Jegeral - participated
in discussione with ViII Corps o FUSA regarding plans to prepare a rae
serve defense position, inssmuch s& the V Corps right flenk protection
dapstelpg aper the VIII Corps position, “According to the Generel, he was

7 &G el bimsw ocncerned with uhe VIII Corps tle~in, end expressed his view

b9 the VIIX that thot portion of ‘his V Corps line should be mors atremgly
hald thm my o%-hsr. . r‘mitious tara :sal.otod “tc soal crf the srsa in the

S ,ﬁaoax'ﬁmg to the cmnd's %tcbar Art;er}.&ntim Eoport, ﬁhan 'aho :
!HI Corpa ralisved ths ¥ Corps vn 4 votober it assumed s 5O-mile line,

- Cwhigh' was lstar m:pmdod to 85 miles, apprmcinatcly. ~This. extended Lront

stretohsd the divieions “end mede tho prodblem of pruaawlng depth snd
‘sontinuity in the defense ex extre:ely difrloult ‘ous,” Only the mare

' f . COMTES xi‘ing ground could be organised with sny furos, leiving many vaem‘-

apote. B’hih divisions® mobile resorves protsoted szsinst "eny major
ensmy thrust,” the Iront was decidsdly opem, &wy patrols wors fmqumt
o:mux‘rhumﬂ. uin msyaut to seouri‘by a«o‘.ivitg, qigqi the most active ares




TR AT e

3 Gecurity ;,.'a‘res' '

.n 2he aecteor was in he north nrd as thil .r‘t
likely section of the Corps fromt for future opeé

the Corgps Arfiller, was com.xtted to the’ north.

A Jurin~ the rirst fif*een days of Docembor thQ
Lhe dece; tiun operstior Ku3uiliZ, designed by Twelfth
desm snemy divisions on VIIT Corps fromt and to att;
from tres stubbornly held LURLL area, This”operation
“ne Corst Lorm a'.;n; senural, C ' :
Tre maler VII1 Corps documentat1on upon socurlty avnaiutod of peat' .
ncarpeion quxhustlons ty the Jommending General, in a July 1948 lcttcr '

”ﬁp‘: g LY ogesiors 30 ' subject from the Theater Yistoriea. . Abaordinb,

AT ‘a*zer .ne #uOA's =0 *sported on 10 Decombor (u-z Estimate #57)»_
& 5. %he =nu s was careble of e large-scsle offensize in the ROBRMOND- -
LU LAt alt P‘aa. The historlsn agked, therefore, what msasures were taken:
~. ale~t, 5.i0% or requsst aidizional troops? Or, was the Corps well-
crs, o malosy et sash an atback? The CG replied that his commanders were
"alwurs oo, abracss of uhe situstion,” 5o roquest was mede to SUSA for.
ey ufrea, --na283 FUSA had Seien away troops, roferriag te the trams-:
. A 3.Ar..3-33 Division “o ¥ Corps. He then moved the 9th
A= f3i's 7t from e couth u) the north to support the right of the
iItuta and . fL of uue Zith 91r1s10na. The General pointed out thet the
: : i ave bHaen alarmed over his 83-mile front, be-
-, stare 4ne KOHLENZ deception plan to drew more

»
.

Ta (R ST )

1@ j108%1ion ns-tulnsd to steps takan during the ”ton wa:K8
;v;:v" 1 preperz raserve delense positions, and to sesk FUSA's
L.3iom o witmiraw to a strongor defence line in came of a HeAVJ
etia:c, Aenucl s £ the Jdeneral's easwsr, thers wers hardly sufricient
rraps Yor sar castia, sather than for organizing a ‘defsnse zone, A

o .layel leruu.e aoversl xay mpuroaches. Outposts were too thin to per-
i loal, re ‘wental, and 1:7islonal reserves, .

- i ' Al .r A l
TivA Bl ---...:.“.._.-.L..’.".‘.‘x

Fu.tenlua mee, ira3 wers n0b uointed out by these two commands,
R“ teent Lun oa=i e 14 not. inturpgrrte any commentaries es such, and no
: 2c:cri;t*015 xer3 locat-+d amons the records.

-h1ls loubtfal as npportainxn, to secl.;,J, mention i3

Aray ,r»xw's ratrospec* somments on She. ‘galenlated risk

Tt oorus sector, 'he" wars ads on El Dece har and ia
i WdUrs no Sroa=ls Jeegnher al’usio S fo vhie subject.
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Corpl.

S ?"!'o'n the Counteroffenalve was lawohed, the VII snd V Corps wers
: emgevad in-olfonsiver egeinst COLOGNS snd the ROLR dems respaatively,
Cwhers rg the VITI Corps mswiﬁd a gulot, inastivae, defsasive froant,
The VIII Corpe bore tho bruat of the atimek, and eash of its Pour
Atrisions wors lnvolved, The V Corps southeimmost ©9th Divisicn was
. alze at*ua}* Lat the 2& and 28%h bivisions rscsived emly &0 shening,
B an:i thoy amh;..md thair oﬁ‘.nﬁwa dm-'!.n; tha d:y. :

o ive bsliaf‘ Wil hcid b; thﬁ EII* Cﬂl‘pu th&t n r.Ajex‘ mmmy avun; e

o o{‘f‘snav:a would by rude, snd Lhe comnend was swrprised by the sesault,
CTté reslfzavion of the scope wes not reached until epproximately warly
rgenidng of ‘the 174 -AE miduight of “tho 18th, it thought the abtuok wox

L only counturstte ‘o restors loat posificne. This viow was held oven
~shotgh. The TIT1 had Peceived two ocoples, td frok the adjmosnt V Corps,

of the Van "azv‘a*:edt, “rdes announoeing the action, The Corps pcsgoasoﬁ
ong cop;, at &1?0. the othar st 2020. on ths lﬂﬁh. ; '

¥ Corps 133%«, Belles !ntolliganm B\nauriet, during the wth
provided no fndicstion of & comprohension of the snemy cbieotives and
5n\.m.titms. - As did tho I80M's of U800, 13200, 1900, that of 2400 :
deouribad oporaiicas only, withoub commentery on thelr overall Signifiw
canoe, srmuwr, the Gw2 Periodic for 1B000LA=1824004, isswed 1700304,
dacleredt  “iha cnemy apparently pleansd sn all oub sttsok agalnst the
VIiX end ¥ Corps with tho main apwhaad direoted approximately at the
buutdery betwesn the two gorps,”® The souren or reasons foi the opinien
ware nobt shated. r’csrhaps iL was partinlly derived Srom the Von Zundstedt
Srdsre, walsh the Corps G»O recoivad by telsphons Iranm the 99&2}1 D!.visi(m
&% L3304, DLoubiless the G~E Leosmo awmre of 16, -

n ocatrast Yo the V and vIIT Corps, the VIIth ws not attmhwdg
rud sonbluued Lis ¢am offenslveg wmtil 21. vaosmhar when 1t withdms' faz‘
participsvion in the Countsrolflensive, .

. e -...‘.1 -\-.-i- < WASL_ V t

—t e e T

The Firﬂt Amy ueamd in St 0-2 Periodis, 160061&'-162&005 SRR
Jecowber, deatad tha’ 171;}1. that the Jerman sttack was an wilecut cus, thatr S
tho enemy was staking sll om this offensiva, that his currest sapability
L. w3 O drive vhrough MUGA'S resr areas and seige bridgshesds over the

- SRS R.\gw Howawer, i the stiack chowed signe of slowing down, =
" Bunileteds mighs decide that the mgptm of mof:sx wuld mﬁ'z‘iac - n -
chrhtau pmant for ﬂitlor. S L

121;23 &my Grmxg.,

B | The G?ou;,ra G-a i noﬁ cnmludo mﬁil 19 ihcmwithat t!\ol um'g
action wag -~ nn-ous- ci‘i‘snun. M 'ba ob;)uezm the
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‘REF ID:A3577%6

- evxpmxam ‘*'),t’ic.r o 1¢ anuu,-,. 1045 was that of 17 iheembar, to tha
- effest that the Uroup bslleved 5T, VITH wea the inibtlal objoctive,
“with LIUSH posnihbly in mind, Aoknowledgemwnb wea msde on the 1D%h

. -tha% the Qevran offensivs had been & surpriss, 'bhut tha cmmy hed

s; ?llfun;, wz*a“ly rog rmzped sad ab acked.

A brim elponelogy delinestes tho gradual fam“ou ef the Group's
raaa{ nteion of she significance of the snemy soiion, Haws wes reosived
wom, the ¥ Corps at ap proximets Ywoshour lutsrvels, but nost data wee

. the g;ez:walit.y thet suoiay pressure continued, Hons was dirset from the
v VILL Corpd, bub the ¥ Curps oomented ma ths sdjecent VIII. The fired
Ceinberpretetion of tus desy's events was lepuad at 2500 within the Ce2
- (Periciie, eaution ,a;;t;g,ﬁut mmatimtioa of the mmm;' wuntiy the
Cesseilbts m;nit ido. wes mera dafined, At the CO's Bricrmg; of GOB1G o
~nodhe 1R e

-2-Peporied Whrt avtasks fiad Yesn nads, Ut limited his

nsaunemsnt Lo acknvwlud;.,Wnt thet the ensmy had pasgad l’rom delanxive

h f:’v.:alioy to oflenaive sctivity. lils Pericdla at 2300 thet day atateds "ig

appears that «. strong cuumbor=offssaive has bsen lausched by tho snvmy. eee”
s &lso mervioned objectlvn for the first time, that 5F. VITH séemed 4o

- be the inirial peal, Them, on (ho 19th, two mppralsaly were isaued, and
 bkey romsined ihe, lest ourrend dwediiuring the Batile of the Bulge, The
" GeE criod.m. jaausd at :awo. declered thal evidence was pounting that

the- :.u'x?“u ‘s#anult wes "a Stharoughly pleanad, deliberate, fallecut!
orfgnsivee” Iurdag the 19th, at an unspeciflsd hour, the G2 Intellijence
Surmary for tre week eading 132400 Peceumbar wws isausd, procisiming the

- - ensay sd 0peted his biggealt ofiffonslve sines the begiuning o the
. Bogtarn suncpe cmpai&n. Having acguired the Rundstedt Order on the 17th,
T it wis sited a3 svidenss of the attack's soope, BExplaining the attaok,

the ISUK assertod that the eneny had dooided Lo take the initiative with
his rouorves, and “to gamble sll on 4he succaus of & single bold atroks.”
ihe G=Z ackanowlsdyred that a hizh deyrse of surprise had been obtainud by
the enemy’s sxiliful ragrouping sna launohing of simultansous atbacks,
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Fee D . YL Iuitial Recognition of tho Assaultts Gravity,

.,

g

Lty I.{‘ kS ocmaai posaeamd bu.ddup wamm,,a or othemua wxpaoted tha -
, ' enumy to launch a largu-sosnle offonsive within a partioul;r arore &t &
Ceywr -+ cersoin timo, prosumably the oommand would nob be surprised when the
, t C 7 aekien aofsua.»ly ecaurred, ~ Too, it would resdily racogni.u the eavicus=
‘ness of the assaults The sbove tests were applled %o .the varicus com~
”»mria‘,; dnd thair Fegords reflected both swprise and sléwness in
“mearénsss ol the Counterelfunsive’s gravity, soope, end. obgaotziwa,
] Thure was & dominwit’ lagk of- pmﬁcmﬁarot‘r&asive Luwladga oL x,iza Gere
' mn And mtlem ared pw;mmt.icmm IR = TS, :

iniiaatad oven thie appruiuﬁa )wwz‘ o 18 Beoaabor that it reslised the
scope g fury of the Cowataroffeusive, Siuch & determination wes gradual,
Caad not prier o newntine spproximstoly, The hours of mtifiaatim

of the 22 esagulu divisions wers xw%: L‘ully reoorded. : ‘

Enmtimﬁ of tha fve dinsim wers thusgs .

‘ mh D viaime we A% :ﬂwu 1100 the dasiaim Was mnﬁc that more
then 2 reid wes involved, {ommitnicgiions hod boen disyupled, a factor
dslaying the dwelsion, The pra-sttesk srtillery berrsges hwd oué tho

Cwiree In ¢hye assaulded 126h Inlsubey's ssodor, forolag recourse b0 offi-
per csurlerse ’

2Egk Civislon, e= 4 confidencs in $he protection of lte seourity
yians acwingi o desn~ibed nornel aliscking foree led ths 28%h into nun~
anticipetion of ths llva division drive upan lumsself,

. 9%%h Uivisin, == It 2id 10t bslleve tho snomy was cepidble of

v lapguwsenls olreasive, sud Delt during the firat hours that {thoe Gesrman

pasicn wes & rezubisi to the BIth's cwn offensive, Although the 89th
enptured the Comisndepr-—insChief Vest's Ocdsr of the Day during tho ,mming
_of the lath, i L‘ad.m%s veelizo She natm of the sotitu, _Emntuun;‘ e ’;;
Cwieh TN pesthcd of the hdurs, 1E Feslired the offcnsive Was seither
Avoniized nop a tresction, This apinion was dus in part %o the sﬁ&o&'a
shser atrengbh of 12 divisione 1dvmb1fiad @ t‘-}mf; da:, ’ md m ?#'t c-.mg#r :

m;,:x'animt aﬁ‘ thetr niaaicm. S

o o umx:h Mﬁsifmﬂ "," MChG&Fh ﬂ: fmo had eapwrad ‘ftm R\mdttedt’a
Ordor o the Usyy the 108th, bolieved the attnck was loocal, & wmere patrele

~1ingz -action. . It wea also overeoptimistic bsomu e lmes e atw

- hornly dtt'mding -gﬂmﬂs fshrua éiviﬁim :

7 t Upposred o red mbh' s«t;z*eag .
pabrolse ‘duping & CPirst hour, ’i‘hia:di-ruzm claimd 44 Kad reveived no.
91'10:' 1&&1@&@10@: of +he pz'oxhrity of t}za diﬁuim ms.ah :i;ruuk i‘-;. o




' 7::.2:patrz>1a, ﬂa.. wre ctiu

o vn, rm(i}njgroi‘ »In&liigono:cj. |

¥ mguind di!tinouw dntl Qolnﬁing te ort-min

";posaibﬂitmﬁ, the forwarding of it to supsrior ocmasrds would dwmeﬁtﬂ
. slsrtassd,  On the other haad, wes weruing und/or intm':utin da’aa o

7 ,twmmitt;ad tz‘cm hig;hsr Lo subordinate ocmam!a? , -
o ' ?msninion from me- %0 Ingh cm.e :? i
. Mﬁsimi ' ' : : '

maﬁ VIII c@l‘p‘ diﬁ'im.’ the ‘ch. 28%‘ Gﬁd 1%&; MQ“M
uavsa oxtensivle attaok-sign date dur:lng; the approximate 13 = 18 r\aunhoz-

 poriod. ¥hilo {nterest was talen in thou;the data was not rogarded as

par‘ticularly signifiosnt, and was not expeditiously reported to Corpa, .
Mly fouwr of the dats were forwarded, Two conoerning cbscrvation of
Snareesing traffic were reparted osly in tho dally Ge2 Perlodic. Of the
four PO's captured on 15 Deoerber who olzimed en impending attack, a ree
port o Corpa, by mescage, was made in only one instance, at 20086, on the
15¢th, 33 minutes ef'ter the 106th Division hesdquarters roceived the news,
Noua of the four P& olaims wore rsported in the G~2 Perlodie for the 15th,
Of the reunaining three, e wes reported $6 the 108th Division at 2200,
and althouch 4%h Divisiocn troops had coptursd two deseriers st about 1830
on the l&th, .the Division did not recelve a report until midnight, The
vomen lufornuwrts date wes made known to the VIII Corps on the 14th, tha

- dey shoe was taken into oustody, probably by telsphens, slthough the
tranemission method wes wnoertain. Hsr deba, however, wes not reported in
the 2E8%h's G=2 Periocdie ror eithor the l4th or lbtho ,

Diviaiensl reporting of inteliigenas data s uauau;: in the dally
G«2 Poriodlos, which wers fssuved regularly. liowevor, the 24 and 108th
Divisions omitbad even the title of tho preseribed seoticn INEMY CAPA=~
BILITIBS, The 4th, 24, snd 28th Divigions ware the ealy omes to lssw
G2 Fstimakes of the Foemy Situstion, Supplomenting official isauvances,

 tha 4th end 100th Divislcns ssat deily msseages %o the VIII Corps at

spproxizatoly midnight, - Bus, only enemy opsrsticns, e.g., flights,
wsud ’ qu;h atuak“ pome;\uutioa ocmpicumuly

Dn.uy a-t Poriadws m th. uﬁw nd&m. 'na V md VII: corpo
imluiéd the PIBYY CAMABILITIES sectlion in their pericdies, but antries
wore regularly ¥o Change. The caly instense of the VII Corps & wlusion
of this seoticn wuk on 7 December, when it quoted from a. smm? :;-aa
veskly ISUd. O=2 Estimetes wore iasued by all three Corps.

The VIII Corps recolved reporits on four attwok dats from cnmin of

its divisions, cnd promptly reported them i 1tes G»d Porio&ic. but there
was no evidengs of fomrdins to thn xfirst Arny by muge. Q&q data,




nuwever, wss reso cai in the Corps IbUM.
Ariiizs,

A reported its intellirence data through 'ite difl
and S=i istimates. It issued the Estimates prolifictl‘"
netwesn 3 June and 10 Jeuenber. They were more express.
opinion on th: :qemy go+on islities. in fect, the ENEME
59c+'on af the =% feriodies referred to the Eltinut.t ir'thit ldbjbot.
Tae lour atiagy- ‘a a forwerded from VIII Corps divisions were- rocoivnd
ant reforted by LA in its =2 Pariodics,’- The. woman - informer's date

Whi ALLY JuU”‘lJGd «n an I3UL, and ia @ midnizht delcriptiqn of" 1n-A“
S comini i meast o,

ske primary intellirence medium of the Third Army was the dlily
-E H"“’odi:. Its les%t y=2 Hs-imate pr.or to 20 DJecember wes #10, o
- hwwsiar, U JA's G-2 Pesriolins wers d1stinct1ve for their. discusaioﬁs:t
it aqoﬂJ strazery and provlems Shat would lo-icelly be a function of. ' v
° 27 rher comend,  This ‘sursested that 'USA received and reported in 1ts‘
i issuancs comments from superior commands, The Periodic was ex-
vensively 3..ip;ed with various sactions and annexes, in which high
levsl weoirly :unnlisions were isduced, overall ‘erman reéserves were
erialyzed, ....1 iv'elli-ence data was even separsted into strutegio and’
vestical, all comprshensively desling with the German forces on the
Aoste I'r.ub, e 'er “han thoss {scing the Thlrd Ary,
i, s=T Forlodicg were the main in% ellivence issuance of the
Arcre N ridence of el “s,imates was locatod.

“pin"uns eant lata from the roup were expwassod in published
.ot aAanres, *he = wua%ly Intolli -ence Summariss anid daily Por1od1cs,
ratve~ than in masse.-es,

Kecolpt f'rom Other Commends,®

Dividions:

————— e m——

tosomaces From nicher comnends wore received by the livistons,

buat, 1N they e ainai waraiacs on 1nx(rma‘ion .concerning en -expected
Sror towtiesniow of major pIOporcvon., the !ivisional oparations did

aet radpoul v, oo ulderly estehlishiag serious protective measuras, Corps |
daily intell’ aice Juwiaries, both V and uIII Lor,s, wero tlie issuance
Mubt raralariy received, Gei Feriodics and ¥ “imates of the Cor,s were -
roe2ived irre-ilarly and incompistely, If the vorps senl messares of
ANCL RBeL Y sy posentinlitiog, thes wore not mantioned in the
Tivisiomal rue s2:, aor did commmaders refer to such messares or warnings
darta T et eyipwas,  ooan irst Army and lzth Ar-w itdup issumnces
ner3 rorsical oo o arly aad incomglstely, SR SR }erv‘dlcs were

P Wt tw, or - esa lays afte- issuance. “ontion wes made by the #9th-
Wevosionol ranal L L0 W 12tk Ay group's “eukly Intellirdnce Humaary .
2aling & lecenlas, ' C .

I_'\_z L

TRV RO RO T




: a‘a«qu&rﬁ ’b;{ carmﬂ prs m a,maamx 13 “15 K"ﬁ(%ﬂ*
*?III rapam4 thw 3:: i%g 0wz %rioéj.aa R PRI

T fl‘ftan of t;h- ?, ?I):,, ami ‘JZ}?I i!:srpa reveived u-fz issumess f’rm
U higher and: sdjecent omamsnds, Ue2 Periodics worc the ususl docvmamnt,
. pareioliarly Ui tis ‘dessTog the VITI Corps,  FUBA ISUM'e were aifo.

v.<~i.,-,;fregwnsly roceivad.  The VII Corpa tondsd %o pongesc osuples of maau
- ERARY. nvu 12th. Amy Greup a-" Tm&ly In.wnigaxma &wla% R

St

Y R ?U’u,& wbiadnod mfwi&l mamns, Beggny daily z;uz r'ax*iediaa snd'
T In»a&lliﬁ_uma Surmavien, from sibordinate comzxda, sdjucsrt armlos and.
o thaimaorpa, the Beisigh Second Arsy, snd Twellvh Arey Group; with somw
i ATIELY Cequisitions from SHAE?., Thora was no indicatica es to the
- perbienler sufluences oxerbed Ly bhoss lssusances,  Four deta wore ao=
guirod frar fhe VIII Corps which ostensibly intimated an impending
Matack.. o

“In :-bs;wci to the Third im;, £ df::fim‘o T'eet s t&a%‘ TISA dige -
*.cmea E§stismatidally wnd sxtena!msly snwy potentiale on the Aliled
oo Tropt 38 k%e GwB Peviodic snd 465 srmexess Thet chersetoristie sireagly
o s.xsds.us.tad. thab TUSA obtuined ive Saformsticu from higher cozsiands, in~

" ppwuch s Allied front subjests would be ;si:ra within their purview,
. Parhupy CUBA mequired LS& deta through lta own FLe0urans, bub thet was
o deubtfuls | While TUSA coamonly y&.r&‘.‘zrs&aé the datsy it mede 18 eoknows
S iedgeronts 4n the deliy Fariviics of tha buytwhar - 15 Lesanber period.
- iosk ‘?f f;m cited souross wére the 12th Aray Croup and 21 British ;mxy ’
o ;_-;'s:raup T BEAEY wes not.p aontri’rm&or, jwiz;&ne* b;, ﬁm lmx of rei‘arema@
fw th:t_cammd.,_ : | L i ,_

A

¥ r'eawnaiblo qttsek daw was minﬂ, tbiu'hnmg iho’ xom;h
. .vm"iaim‘a ‘soservabion of increasisg wehiguler traffieo, 13 ~ 15 Decaxber,
Cand whish wm fmmﬁeﬁ through the VIII Corps end FUSA, In Hhia oonw

-_-jumi‘im, nate $e takan thet of the original seven apsxrent sbtack data
- lmsguived 13 =15 December by thres Ty Cur;m divisiens, - only Pour were -
" forwarded to the G o and only tae £inally was commsntsd upen by the
T 12¢h Amy &ronp. Bt hmr; hed Nportad an i‘aur *w uss L~ P’ariodio,

-~
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4
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Thira {.».53 ﬁrmy, e?i.:i’uh,uaba Arm.; {’a'aup,., ﬁhey % Bat ciwd e soura&so", \
_ibe Firet Ar =y wes oibod twice, cuce in !:hcs ‘isuia étd;sd 28 ‘Im‘ember, and -
nos ifs the a-:z Perim‘iia of 14 D&cmhn‘. ‘ s

R n‘k;t»muon is zmncﬁ o ﬁhs vmm‘zs re»;aip% of ecrt:ain fnformetive,
o saphured deotmwnty: ﬂwritsg tha 18 - 19 i‘ecé&ev puricds The Urder of the
P C Dy, 18 Deceaber, hy the ﬁm.mdermin-%im ‘Veat {mlﬁw&haz Vem - -
o , wamste‘adt)p whdvh &wanmoad the t;mrﬁsvef*i‘énsiw 0 Garman foroed. T
Fom et o mzp’;gmai by D35k Mwviston {V Corpx) and the 108th Division (VIXI Corpe)
B : ooy Yhe 18R, “Several supplenantery, dosuents wory 6150 sepbured, Befup
< e © T on dexling withl Tparation OREIP,: fm‘wrb ot {.%mmay by subordinate aoam.
' g pendersy evo. Von Rundstedt’s Crder wod signitinsnt and informetive, snd
douhtless would have alded bhe Army Grevp's evelustion of the atisck’s
Fravity and soale,  Svidence wes uicerkein i€ tH' Group roselved Hhid .
. Order. fo mentlcn was rade anong the Group, recoyds, nor did Ge? gome:
A7 nowtaries. during 16 » 18 Denenbsr ¢ the wening snd whisckives of thw
Co *.'ﬂoz:eimmfmiﬂ,mfw*?m it by name or contéatss’ The . cai,{;inéin‘ ion.
" thet the Oroup might heve Fecsived ftiscisisted in the fooy that the’
Srotp, both TAC and Main, were on t}ic:.di:i:ribu’kim; iptz of: the
A&my’; zﬁﬁk JHeB20, ,z@xawa-»ism(m soeuber, which wae 5o
¢ This Dot o -
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?yfi;vn M.liad {‘orms {Hnt v.5. hmy) raau}md tha Gsrms.n baruer in
Hid~Spptember, the Group’s O~2: oonsidefed ‘the snoxy's strategy os- play. .
[ iniror¥ tims to replenizh his manporer; " a ‘desperate rtratogy to sover.
) *xopelasa militery, economic snd politlegl situn'biono . Daring the
o - guocssding woeks, howsver, the G-2 resognized ensmy recuperat Gy 88
. manifested in by recrganization of troops while in the 1line, by mn
- olfensive mgsinet the British on 27 Ostober, 'by 8kilifully shifting
. morth sna south forces, perticularly to meet the Allisd 16 November
- offersive, by sucesssful resistencs with infsntry shile withdrawing
armor to form a atrategie roserve of srmor desipnated as the Sixbh Fanzer
" Arny. Forimmtion of this reserwe force was obzsrved from early Ustober
onward, snd wWhile thought by 8 Dascember o copzist of five panser divie
;. . slons, its precisc location was unknown, but wes bulisved west of COLOCGHE,
‘s . Espleyesnt of the §ixth Panger Avmy vwas 1nterr1atsd with the sneny's da~
© " fense plan, in tho 9-~2's ostiwts.ona Ap of 2 Decembsr, he explainad thak
ihis defense plen hed besn clsar for some time, to be exn all=ocut defense
- " at the ROER River, boyond which Allied edvences would thresten the RUHR.
s - Priority wms Shought oenferred on the northern front, bacmuse of preximity
- to the industrisl RVER sud the terrcin wms sdvenbageous o Allled mobility,
"ﬂma, the norbh=south ctmcopﬂh wes highly: signiﬁcan‘b, and the G-2 thought
~ " 4in berpe of the north, At no tiwe did he mention the central zone, part
[ of whith wan the VIII Corps, and vhich was ‘strusk by the Cormans on 16 Ds=
‘,j;oamharo The pr*mary erpabllity wes the ixth Penser Army, which was cxe.
' ”paatw’i 'hc, “he usca ng 4 xmit, and’ to counteratiuck efber thé A1lion had
she R LA : "".vsrtheﬁhima Iwensog,

S ]

e

th ’ : " the: enomy*s- i‘roaqoa of
J 7% dholos Lor employment of tho Sixt}x Panser' &w was restrioted. He would
- nesd to aacriﬁoe the ore vital area for ths vther, or dlssipute: this army’s
P ! afni;mm Yy di 7igitn. The G»2 fell the north would bs protected. In
e -¢ase of Torced Sixth Penter Arny's cauxi.tmnt, ‘the Army's counberubteck
7 gepheity 2ast of the ROTR would be :;nb&mmtiany diminishad, amd » cmmtcrﬁ
o . offensive _potentinhty virtually doutvaytdo S e

o Aa of thy Ias'c few days proced‘.im; the COuntaraffenaiw, &. 11, 12 ﬁsu
‘cefaoar, the O~2 cxpressed highly optimistic cpinivna, Recent debsrioration
signe of "the snemy hed appesred, such & 3=l sasuslty rets, low morale, in=
craasingly poor gquality of ma..pomr,, a‘hcg In po;nt, the urolzp‘a 5:1 alligenoe




.. U¥hen the first Iliad rcmu (mnt J.S. &m;«,') rem&md tha Gctm
. "f}'-:;;barﬂar,oﬁ i3 Saptwher, ‘the inltielly oxpressed sstinets on the enmmy
¢+ by the Twelfih Avmy Group's (=2 was excosdingly optimistic, Yhe w
- wes playing for 4lme to replenish his manpownr, = "desparate stretepy
%0 eover B jxayalaas militery, sconcade snd political siituation.” This
exhilaration ol mid=Septanber wes woduletod. Auring tho next thres amtlw' L
‘o Aha! mr:g*” vem’:g;&rn»iu BBAILLy wen' mniratbeﬁf o Hotindem of the 3«2 o
r:mw}mé snother high pltok during the 1nak wook: pracedmg the Countere
affsheive. The defenco was 80 thin and brittle ihst gontimusd pressure -
£ g - mght devslop & sudden, without warning dreeking point. In t‘eatz 'uiwn :
tima and £ ‘ai.x' wsather wo cra meke proreas s.gainxt h.’uu an;mmro o

haring tMa thres month imarvul betweon mid-‘.aptmm and mide
X:onmber, Ltho enony won the Group U=2ta recognition for the Gernsn rehedile
itatlen, The onomy stemesd the Allied tide wiith miscellansous Vatile groups
suc‘q o8 broksn infentry divisions, then reorgzenized them in the llne into -
tranad, puahored divisieus, Comcurrently, smor was witbdream o fovm
,-,.a stratagie wvored gwasrve, the Sixth Panser srRye dhile tha G=2 wes mdude
fual thab the sguthers front wight claim splopent of pert or 81l of this
arsy,; the Croup's intelligense officer strongly considered the northera
- front bo have priority in the enomy's syes. 45 o apecifis wse of the Sixth
“Penyar- irey, the Ge2 felt it woudd 1ikely be reteized as a wnit 1o counter-
attack afpsr the Alllem had orossed the ROER, - It was the. ”px-eciws guerd’
o 'o*mr ‘the RHING.” Its wis might be foroed, howaver, by Allisd prassure. Xf
‘ 4 uo, bubh its counbarattmkinf; aud counteroffensiva abilitg would Lo subw -
o7 dtentially dininished, i€ not destroysd. Iruspautim of the G~2%a aasaw—-
x4 wens of tho Sixth Panser Army, iis viows luoked a certain practioalitvy, Lo=
- L gmua# the Ge2 was nevsr surs of its wim loostion, A8 of Decsmbor, it
e ’wh > desoribed n_, bthzg, wast:. n!’ comem 3xmm mnticmd, 'buh tho

S Bx8ic, among ‘s oi:inim 8 th thegout phie- ﬁei‘inite
f‘aatm*& ai‘ th G=2'& sttitude wes his merked 5ntmtb in the no:"km end

.- sguthern zones, “Thoy wors oonasidaied vital erese. ihile atroug defense of

7 gk south (Mnird U8, Avmy smd Sixth Army Oroup sonss) was' s distineb

.7 aapebility, the northern was. given priority by “the eheuy, the C=2. fﬁt. -

- Perradn favorsd Alllsd tenks, therefors' s serious defonss. More p&.*#ioutarly.
Cihe vi‘al Zwdustrisl RUHR wes in tlo worth, reguiring thée utpost: protaatim.,
The ‘eHsmy throughout the wmokn was thought sensitive to sdvanoss. bowwrd
_COLOGER snd the X'VR, To repiat, the northern zons wes the lma}.s of prinry
iz'zpartancs to bhe a;m;r, the {'mug's s.n?:oniganoa uf‘fiear 1‘:1*1:. :

Inomwwudahmm” "'li nSfieanss uththowth-awth
camspt, wes tzza M‘a ssparate, mgatin atti.tm tmrdt the central :om

.




of the '&atcm trout la attask pohneinney was mcﬂkd t!a mh'n!
- VIII Corps ssstor, shers the Coumteroifensivze wes sotually lsumehsd,
",Mmr.itmdmdﬁounmimtmn. On 7 Deomcber. the Gef

;';:”,'repnrb.d %o the Cossanding Gensral that the emexy's policy wes to exploy

miyuﬂmmunthﬂlrmmtww%am”m
snced units to more oritical secters. Thres deys latsr he desoribed the
YIIith as Myntwﬂw&qt&wtmpmhgdw%m
north or south.” Another clus as to the Group's attitude towsrds the

. VIIT Corps wight be fomd in the trestmemt socordsd it. Apparently it was

- not sggressive, thsrefors not ra¥isg the facilities of operational forcea.

The Group oporated mn intelligsnse oolleotion sn! commmicationa farce

known as Phentom, and waits of it were ettached to major coamands of the

. Greup. Iummhamman;ummlﬁdumrmaﬂncw :

: thtaa, § Tcvembar = 15 Deosmsbar, perhsps no . Thantom was assignsd to the

VIIIth, Probably only operstional ccamunds possessed Phantom, ingsmuch

sz the V snd VII Corps, Ssventh Army, stc., were oquipped with it, In

that cess, seemingly the VII1 Corps wers dscmsd relatively insotive,

A caniroversiel aspect of the VIII Corps waes whather or not 4t was
judged as & valculsbted risk. ¥Xo pre=16 Docember document ruferred to this.
Two retrospect onos did., Oms, the Group’s After/Astion Report for November
referred to e conferencs er so betwesn the CG, C/S, G-35 and (=2 ebout the
VIXI Corpa as a calculated risk., But, this report for Novenber was not
issusd untll 21 Deconher, Furthsrmore, the dally Commending CGeneral's
Brisfings could be logicmlly expected st 2esst to 2llude to such comfersaces,
but no dsily Brieling, Septembsr = 15 Decouber mentiensd sush e meoting or
the caloulsted risk subjest. The second after-the-svent reference to the
caloulated rizk idea was the written explenstion by the G-3 in August 185,
in responze to Coumberoffensive questions by the Historicel Seotion, USFE?
(Rom-)o ‘Be claimed that a spoilimg attack possibility in the ARDZWNES sren

mmm“umww.mwmwamw
- thing, umm«mwuuawum&wm
- risk of leaving th nmm saotor nghtly hald wes acoopted.”

-] of isportence, mn&mmumam«emm
- could or would do, was poasession or lsok of actusl evidense pointing to

the cmmﬁ‘miw. -Ho elaim was mw pﬂcr ‘to. 18 Decamber. by the

’ erp ‘that it poasessel data dencting em

mommwnmm»gﬂduiﬁicﬁiunwhmwtwka
o Mdizpaiﬁmaﬁm&&w&ngtbnﬂmmm&mw

.~ did ‘not appoar suggestive, No sttack mﬁtiﬂitymnntimdbymmz
E duringhunpcrtautheuthmmw‘tm L

N E’mn the cw&croffmiw m hmhnd on 16 Dbcaabcr. the a-z did

not: conoludo watil the 19th that he wus faced by sn’ all=out offemsive,
mmcwmmmuummmte:nm = ths DEXt
wea 18 Janusry 1945, to that affect thal ST. VITH was believed to be the
initial odjective, with LIEGE posalbly im mind., Acknowledgesent wes mads
mmxsamtmmmminmm.sm thatthom
hed akillfully, secreily, regroupsd end W . » _

Cpte e, i ‘*?‘:W?" BT ’W-\k‘ Condr el S L B ;;3‘ T aes o T e

t




L Annlwis et‘ "he i‘crvm*-:l m- by exsbordim%.c cm&s g3 tb.e ﬁraug waas
-divided iubs pre-if Decombor end tis pcst‘-w Dussmber pericds.. %o velus
&‘mg inganﬁmu atim}r cvldimtm W rwoind prior to that dute, Of the
SR : ttained by divisions, SHLY. one, “Bhnt -
HR s:s'r" c%; awm‘ ts's.f’xiu z.scauamticn o8 m -Jecsmbar on the YOGLK- »«ivisim
B ; and Firat Ax‘r‘yc

'ronisg mzx‘ ’*c:z > "szd thrau;‘}s Yha Corps (VIII;
3 t;vaa 1n§,icating the mﬁmrd: of

"&P
t!w hms& imiusxtica

r-mm ixzimntim a‘am }.ax*geZy undibalmwd, with enljm

, o "*iﬁi“” as 2 oourns. Respesibip the imﬁintt poried Pollowing 18 Daoamber,

t.‘w sajor insvencos of Forwordixg commsrped the ‘ceptured Sotwsrder ~ineChisf

’ .«s&t's Ovrer Qi' ﬂw n-!;;;,, 16 Ussomhey t*mounsing the dormsn ofrensive tu
Verren fovges, dal & déounent dﬁﬂtﬁ'iuiﬁ{' Gporation ,n.‘:lr, which meniioned
sty ounjenstived. Tuverul ethur wapers in gonnection wills the GREIF ore,
w79 Likowisu capbured. supposition iz the vnly basiy for Dalisving that-

L hRe Group probirbly recelved on the 17th ths gist of the Ven Rumdstedt Ordsr.
CUreeume dly the Flrst fatayts =2 ISUM for tm 16th, ond wired ot U430 on Lhe
LYk, wak ceuarved by Lho Greupe IF ®o, ihis waz the only raceipt, ead Lt

- wee g deseripoion of the docunent; mnob ,{:h'v toxt, The toxy, howewr, of

’ f"txm u-at:S”F in,zwz‘zu, a5 well s8 of Lhe othersy’ ware. récawm‘a@d pubmml&i

by thes emy Group ea Sha LT¢h. In pessing, stbontion is cailed to'the mie=
a&mtm bui‘dlhg ane of the two coples of the Vea Rmtﬁt Order thet
"migh*s have besn svalleble 0 the Group. This case ‘11lustrated the snse o

o distoriion tmring trapsit of o significant doownent.’ Tehdls tho ¥ Corp's.

o rce;w of ths fwndstedt Order wes wired vo the Pirst Arpy oathe },Sth, it

BRI T2 ;,sampwsscd tv irdisate & mere Qivisidn comusrider’ had" iaauexi 1t, ingtesd

e T {im:' prepm'n;gs the hirhesy eﬁ' Goraan wm&aﬂ, tho twmﬁsrwia«{miea m:s‘so
T ‘irai f-_rm& naturahy r:iacmtrmd i’t:s imp:n%amor, and, in tul'ﬁg efaﬂmﬁ :s.a




affieﬁr ogeand his 11na1 L‘:U!!9 dated }2 Decambarg !ith tha unqualifiad
shatonont? that due to stirition "the crust of defenss is thinner, more
. _brittle and mere vulnerable than it ‘appears on our -2 maps or Lo trocps
“‘im'the line.” The -ensmy dependesd upon the rate of ebtrition due to- = -

T Allied offensives and the rste of infentry reinforcemants, s balance

' then favoriny the Allles. Therefors: "With continued Ailied pressure
- in the South end in the Horth the broaklng point may develop suddenly
© éand without warning.® As for the Alliess “Given time and tqir wbathar
¥y can maka progresa against ?hn anywhere " o

‘ Theaa op*imistme viows did pot intimate that tho Lo sxpeutod tha,
;laxbc»scala coanterblcw in the Allisd and Group's cemtrsl sector o few
dayn ls%ar, This ebiesck was not launched on the northern front as ex=

- pestad; end wsa Aan offonsive initiateé y tho enemy, pot the anticipsted

"Ndaf&nﬂiva as c;na»:b‘

Cbronoloﬁx

The following suocsessive treatment traces the Group’s thoughit
trends, azcortainmont of.whish pattern was the uvbjective of a discussicon
of enemy pgoltentimlities #s wzsessed by the Lroup, Inusmuch as the Ane=
lysis ,ﬁrticn of this seetlon &f the ariuiqu& i2 also generally by dats,
tas readc naz qusstlon why two chrounologloal arrangesmsntg. Bscause
thiv annlyeig of the Group's opinton wes somewhat compliceted, She nigh
peints were traced for reading aomv»njensa, and nocesserily in SuqUALOR,
heaze ths Chronologys

In order to provide gquantitetivs mualysie,. a substantial times span
was vadartekan. Inaemuch e2 the invasion end pursuli wers olimexed with
tne ercivel of Allied forces (FUSA of 12th Army Group) om the Germen
border on 13 Septemter, mid-Septevber was adopted at the logicel pcried
Srom wﬁigh to date the traoinw, ‘

naanac’\d-a,

RN Y- I 19 Saptembar ths Group's G«E’isguodthi” rtt opinion of tho
v ,;fubure following the First Arny's. srrival’on’ the enomy’s WEST Wall, -
'”501ttmism prevalled, THe ensmy nseded. t'_datormina whether” to hold the'
. Westorn or the Zastern Front at all costs. 28 Yo the Western, the enany

naedod to hald Ghe Briti-h northern sdvance sad delay the Asaricen through -

Eho SIEGFRIED Line, Fallure of the latier wvnld require u belatsd withe
C drﬁwnl %o the FHINE, Eitler's strabtogy wes tc gain time for the produchion

of new divisions from total mobllization and replenishment of his depleted,
Anaffechive alr foree. is was "a daaperata strategy to cover a hopeleam
nili%aryp aooncmic and politieal situation.®

From 23 ueptsmber onwerd the (-2 displaycd & gro-iag rascognition of
the sneny's recuperative power, of his resistence and attaok abilities,
¥hilo the snsmy capebilities wera wmore rsalistioally appraised during the




" -es\mo&adinv m%ek% aptwstx eontimzado .

Ivaugur-:»twn of this parﬂlol :ppmisticmwoptimim Yuvan at cnse.

= Lm’ing the woek ending 23 Septembar the enemy hed imprsased: the Cravp -

vy merering to-stabilize the First and Third U.S. Arwies fronts. Never~

'+h-s,ic:~aa,, his ouly cholce was which vitel sren to defend, the northemor

southerne By 7 Ootober the Briliash ksd been holied, the Americen AACHEF

 drive sluwed, and the lire held in the TUSA and Sixth Away Group sonse,

withoit ,comiizmant of wrmorsd reinforcemsnts, A psnzer praenadier division
1sd 5v4n been pulied o' in the souvth, However, playing for time uo build
dafenses, mobite rosarves, manpower, sto., wes the ensmy's, caly atrutegy,
dnclvding stxlling uabil. winter, Raspew‘inv mobile reserves, ths concept
of an sremy bulldup of n cobile simorsd sirategle reserve wss scvaticed im

‘Ahe GE I3 for 7 Jolober, ' Bo iorce was identified, Simply, the idoa

-wad siatad i the opinfon that infentey world: '\“almbly dafend the WEIT

f

L Pk in the vielndty. of WEERT and LIBSEL} o the
: fwhw@ Dressurd on the Fifteanih Avmya & *aorganimtmn of German forcem

nerzatages o aliled mobiliby end the praximif'v of vii;al P’JER indastryo

CUWALL, relsboimg arwa for loesl or straterls roosives, Ssven deys later
the Gel ata more deflinites, dsclaring thet e lack of seversl pauzer divie

sicae for a Lloaz poric? indicated construction of & moblle counueratteck
furce as a stralcglic reserve,

Ay of 1& Qabnier, tra roup L9146 shet dezpite swprisi-; recuperstive
cover o shilihy ‘o ghuttle eruer o :hraatev 4 wrasg, ss demoast:sted
xhg;~v~ yass weai in the transfar of srmor from boith sorth and south
Lo the n_m.m.,. réa, L‘m snsmy sVill lactoed pmer to hold againat severalg
aiwiibenaong, cu~cvidinetes gbtac’ss,

Yy 21 Cetelar, the C-2 claired the esery's arucred reserve wss his
mzdn nope OL ﬂ\'pf‘t.xnn delfoat in 1944, Hoth %estern and Essteran frouts
throeienad iL8 premature omploymaxnt. On tha other hand, Hv@n time, a.0.,
1 Leseaher, "he ccld probably sorspas together e powsrful siriking Lorcs

‘of sarger divisiors,”™ ¥Withdeswnl of pengzer aivisions Trom tho lino end

otter sividence pcihtad £o the MUWSTER und FADERBORY vicinitiss as the

forzation arse, This force would bo prosumebly employed in the northern

seovors, whars Allled breskthreughs weuld ve dsngerous, due to terrain

4 u’ﬂOR} abilitinz avd rehabilitation wore for»am}.j o‘wious t.o t;he
42 by.tho end of Oobober, The anemy hed n#twk&d.ﬁha £ritish southeaw
WETh, spparent;.y to

wo3 apperent. while halting the Allisd udv:mcs with hastily fernad batble
sroups. Prom brokern divisiony, ebc., they were *"amad in the line and ore
ganized into mumbered divisions. Furthermors, much of ‘the _panser forees
hﬁui boen withdrawn to form a aubstential counterss t.aokin* Torce. As to
wne ssewalt wpen ko British, 4% might be 'espl’itsd to ¢hrse.‘e~x EXTWERD
Lih wen o wiikely if the srrored reserve would bs de"le"ed Inatcxadg tha
contimwid vegsrvs Lulldup of armor wad o :peoted by. the 0~2, unless Alllsd
Lhradls Porceld emlayasnt, such ¢a breukbirvughs in the .dn{h or Fix*sa _ i
Anyy dectors Loward the RUEINE. : »




o Tha etrni;a«in za-mrm rcscm was nmd f&r ths i'iut tiu, by

‘4 Novenmbar, aa the 8ixth Panser 2rmy, rsportedly in the BIELEFELD Area.

. . ¥While the onbmy was: thought fully cepsble of inoreasing the rete of re=
4nforgements 10 the west as pressure émlcpnd, *the e«z Tolt 'bhoy would

" “he sent to the northorn looslities, that the snemy would continue to ba -

7 wary wensibive in the diraotion of COLOGHE and tho Bﬁ‘m, and lccn 80 in
the zc«xthp o N A oo -

¥hile he thou‘,h‘* on 11 November thet the key to the cnmy's uitu&n :

- tiom lawdd in his disposition of ermwred forces, the G-2 only partially

tsw their locstion, ¥None oPpeesd the Si{xth Army Group, three fesed the

- Third Army, &% lesst pert of Ywo wers committed sgainat FUSA near AACHIN,
. tle ¥iath Peuzerws st VEWLO, and ths 10th 83 wae believed erzt of :

‘Eumo mlaer.tnd were tha 16tk Panser Gronadier and 2d. Penzer Divi= -

4":'5:10:*5._- “Gertain 8% (1,, 2, D, and 1?) pnd Psnrer LR divialons were re-

pardod sﬂ heving been oub of the line Por weeks, but were belisved to be
resting and rafitting in the PADSRIOIN ersa. Continuing the thought ex-
vrosaed » week previeously, tha -2 expectad the northern froant to be pro-
vecsted, webt of COLOGREI, with eveilebls Pansor reserves, sven though
thelr non-uss ageinst the Third U.Z. Aray nscassitated withdrewal in thad
Argn be the a3T VALL.

Puriag the wosk eading 335 lovemhor, tho J-2 wes sgain imprsesed by

tha eneny’s avilities, and he prediotsd tha corditions for the use of the

Gixth Panzar Army, slthough he d1d not knmow its “procise locetion™ et the
momant. 1n wozting the Allied 18 November offansive, the ensmy hed skill-
fully stltrted Aivigions to viteily throstenasd nrsas end amplovad teetical
sruored reserved to sbaorh the initlel foree., fhe Sixth Panzer Army would
be uzed w8 umiit, but not until a breakthrough of the ROER River defense
line, Its punchk wes erxpesctsd by ths G=2 to be withheld, pending develep-
aonto, unill couditions wore ripe for i1ts use, Tt would prohably remain
in the noritk, hecauss of the paneral enemy sensitivity to COLUMIE, the
EUR, sud the First end Ninth Armies? atveoks. The ensmy might, even so,
weve this ermy 1F the Writish rapidly edvanced toward the RUHR, or if a
-WEBST wiid, vresch devsloped in the Army Group G erea, - Howover, if Garman
A infs,zmty and tactical roserves could centain the Allies,,, the onemy would
: 'res to leunch a mador. souxdersiteck, or.
TEGGT Ry auss_,,r thmnm%d i nl mau ’

iien co.,aioeriag Hm mrkad deteriu’g"icn oi‘ tha aitustio*z .on’ uhc
soutusra fronk Auring tne week szding 25 3 Hoxoubsr, 4the G2 wes wpsure iF
the Bixth Faager Army would be sent thers,  The JSixth U.8. Asy Group had
~ #ermad. the YOSOES trap Juring its. sitsck \mm:m KARLERUHE . end DASLE, end
& dmielon wiethsr to comnit the Sixth Penizer Arny scem3d to b2 rspidlv
fereads The G-Z steted he could nol preodict the onemy's sotion, He res=

asned thut psrd or all of that Army might be ssnt o ths south if thet were

the greater thriel, or retained in the north for the seme renson, or split
i L8 bobh oflearives coustituted serlous threata, al’chough obvioualy ro=
luctant to do so,..

) S0m2 Or al). ot th.*.a Army




v tﬁno since vatEaﬂbﬁ? (nud) such e crﬁ;iotl dnom can.frontad

v'ﬁhe sﬁé&,{, wmtt: the G2 zn his ISTH for the week ending & Dcwcmbera Seau

om i*z .Li’“zzw!'bf nee Lo Lhet sf the Rilif, the Third snd: Seventh U.5. Armiss -
tont : R ‘M,,}_, i&‘the &cuth‘,; ld}ze 22 pesious
“opemy’s witvation in thu AACHEN area, due Lo stirition, ‘?einfcreen

"xﬁ.;xits i":tup the Luse im;:‘m:m would invite disaster there, Despite this

procarious situation, the GeZ observed that ness of the fowr S5 panzer
divisiony thon thought constilutiug tha Sixth Panzer Army had beeti com-
mivtsd.  The G=EBt's rtiitude towerds this reservs fores was o mingling of
widartainty and dollaitencsa. Kis knowledge of the Uixth Panxer Army's
logebion was 1limited to the prasumpi;ion of ite Leing in reserve in the

wans:c ol aver west of COLOGNE. The easmy's defvnsivs pisn, hewever, had

"een galte ulser Sor semo time, it invo‘ufsu elleout defones =t the RGER

;:Riva;' Teyend which Ailisd BATRNCLS W watld soanLitule wn lmeadisse threat to
S gk RMHGT . Thase expreased vicas o 'ear*y Lm,ember &eelm*m. the northera

fionf te be of fivet priority.

Ophivisnm prevalled during the last wesk prior te the Counleroffensive,
pecoydleg ww bhe G=E%z three slisvenents of op-r‘mq. They wers his report
choshe vaaanding Teneval's Briefing 280001 Es Tacemoer, his 1T Lov L
wesl vodivg vhoe veh but dated the 1lth, i tae G-2's levler or the illth to
his 2% Aru-Group cclleegus.

Tno c&uor* e the Commssuling Genergl Loch npote of an ensmy capebiiity
voorendvrooe betwesn TRICR end 1VUISIUEE aad esst of AACHEN, or by ceomificin.
Lhe .»in,h Pangsr Army. Ho moation was meds of the centrsl gone, part ol

which wos the VIII Corps seobor, The Slivh coasisted of five panzer divisiuons,

ard "this proalous uard oves Lhe REIAB" wos unlikely So bs risked unless
tackbicel resorves osulld ret halb the Allies eeat of ikhs RBOER, or the Allles
“0leraed sn evpportusity 4o Le tekew off halance “so thau sn sbrupt counter—
streks eosid suwllafy aay future Allled prosgecis fer the wintsr.® The reader
52 invites uo nete bthe desoripiilon of "ebrupt”, suggsating s qulckly planned
operabion Lo mest au unexpected advantape, rather ihar a long plaunad, da=
iverste uampai oo o o

Ar "unpualified eSabeament” was made o; the last ISUM precen ing the

Counterols ensive, on 12 Lucmber » thet dus te ;d:trit on *the ﬂrus":, of dafense

: 38 tpinaer, more brittle a:mi ‘2ere’ vulnorhbls thén st apycxra on’‘our’ G~2 meps

ar o trocps in tho line.” - Furthermers, the" neny Wak dependent upon the

- pelenoe Debwoan the rates of attriticn due ¢ Allisd effensives and inlentry
rejuforounenis, & balanes then favoring Lhe Allies, - Trersfore: “With cuno

tinvod Allied prassure in the Souuh. :md in the Kovth the bresking point mey
de wlc suddonly end withoul *.'_farnmg: - Kegerdiag the Sixth Panzer Army, it
we r*.hl the primary enomy capabiliby, but it might rot have complete frea-
ﬁcrr ol cheles of Hiws sod place. drird and saveath U.8, Armioal breathroughs

.;3':11, Ffores cummitwent in the south, or, dus Lo z.nadewe.ta infaniry rain=

farmeneut: io tho BOLP s:,oaf, if comzitted thare bash 1lx ousterattacking
x:‘:z;rzsf'it“ v.st ol tae Hlli would o grestiy Jdaminishew. lsuniing s ma)or
et s fosaive cepatility would be wir uaily dasiroyed,,




wrad Sibers, '&:he =2, eprond witb Ma
abiliga‘hinﬁ of

L .llmu omag (r‘i:'s*" Vb o .;zmy) rerwhecx he Geman b')rdor ot
I 15 Septenver 1944, thereby cunciudlng the invesion ead pursuiy porieds.
' Cgnthagk PEAMCE and SRLGTUM,  and intrforiuaing the invasion cf GURMANY
propar,  Fur precileal nurpossa, an suslysis of the Group’s api!zicn of
the Gormer potentisln whish *he Grouvp Pormuleted during tha p*‘ewlﬁ o=
cenbss pg‘::;isd‘ aould na)l ewrvroncs with mid%agtsm‘:@r.. S o -

£3 O*"' this peried whisn t*m Oréupte Pirm- I‘”!j hqc‘ :°aaa sd ‘gadl saa«'
:oon uhe SIZGFRIED Line == oa %he dorman: heedsr,. the' Lokn :‘tzmy
1;‘23‘&?:%)

e P '.lypr!l.‘ﬁbu the ensmyts rituatioa in 4ts G- Weekly ’,.mﬁe
RS fxa";y,, 58, Tor the week endin~ 18 bapbeaber, nad ismwd [
AT, 15 & “:',:aeumﬂ Dptimism pravakledo ' Dumupeenunl deaialaon by bhe
' rmw T ‘wrrant e Lo whother thY Ruosien or thy W@ete . ,ff"‘nt war Lo
e z,m,d wh w1l coa!:a,, _smd 8% Ho Whe gumberr of fernen tobal slloested
: i"v Javh. Yo seudd susrcely expodt snything nub !iai‘ﬂm:.» ".i“"w To
o Cauebed bhet xiiwar 8 ztrategy {(sppesred) o wve oe ":ﬂ sola oploctive
LI Tthe ;’aim,m of tiwe in which to produse. nev Adriedons u:‘n otel m b’ium
e 'za’tﬁ ou PR 3o ranlerzia}' "xia daplated uad i'mi‘*‘m“;ive 97}" Forae '

_af 28 "se:pmmbar dna to ~'he rae.nstio, ghccsaai'ul ;&arf‘ormnnev'éz Yi:hc SNuSHY
- duping jx.ha ;:wsf; wsek,, (3, 28 Sc;,mmoer)¢ Acknmrlsdra-mtzt ves made. tha‘h,

N




,K’Stnrt kTS rain?oroa and Lo atteﬁpt preventian o” & nraakthvangho, Xn this
‘*[erau$vL§od ‘%n vrfur-mnuxodueau a ﬂriwa faatsr, which, 6B - thn wa5¥s pgexsd

: Y v *me SELED, e ai.erkééllii.aé
>V.5‘-EE'L 54 aﬂvmnn{x, Ak ho baiﬁl e
sadvad mveilerilo voeiafu: ahnsﬁts 1c¢ar4ingly : &e ths;woaks ngsada this
'alemarﬁ: of Lhrenie tw <vital aresa and the aaifting of forces to mest them
'ust*na zore pooncunsed wnd Sreguant. as of this 23 &eque&he* poriod, the
fos +02p Fatb thal the e rts atrelegy woaald seem se sall’ oz the Lmmodlate
Jefest of the tritiah 7 179,890 'E.hra.a’c then ths desteruction of FUSAs SIsds
,,.Iun Line foithold nere AACKEN, Aseording se the Oroup, the enomy roqarded
tiw IR edvanaas as he Lroelor theest. e would therelors witbdrew
Lron BLSALD z.‘:.ir.ﬁ““? ‘o provide mozils forces Lo vppose the northern drive
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Ios W istewrs 1000 indscted a major ¢oncept, na
aild=uy oo voile 'r-lugicz raserve of armor. Indlguration of such a -
Foeess Ao oner Loned, e for -e wns identified; si y, the idea waw
steatul., .18 Sﬁmpdsltiﬁh wns lescribed within the opijion that the WEST.
wALL wouls provelly be lafen ded by inlantry and fort [ 1] troops, thun ro-
Losing ermer {or local or stratsgic resarvea.

_ly, tho onomy‘

B

curan o the wesk e-ding 11 etouer, the Armj broup booamo nore de-

Jiaite in 15 inceztlon J; “his srmored stretegic force.. (I, 14 October)
Tie imck wl lientifisation of saversl Panzer divisions for a long period. .
PLlimtag n s;‘l- intends to Suild .« mobile counterattack force as a'
airate L " cortantly, this force was characterized as counter-
£hheet i, , et :\Jnte—qx‘ensxva. Presumably the u= meant tomke the

ATs* st T sae Lotz Neg tarken of Lhe enemy's aoilitJ tu shuttle.to threaten-
d w.re) mrew., lnnsmaes’t as he had transferred armor to the American AACHEN
gtueck from 0 o%' the uorth and south, particularly fron the Third Arny's .
TTIIeUANTY mcee,  rurihermore, the Group remerked that a "surprising re-
vaisretive (s hel deen menifested during September." In pontrast to same
. . the ir.up felt the enemy lacked the power to hold -against
e e cr=ordinated ettacks ageinst several poin,s. In general,
i Tt e coered Lo Uevore the :nenmy's reformetion 9 ground, air, and

g Fertwa, L Allies could accummulate Supplies cuicker, and the enemy's
Sanls e ml oL ooric cx: L. =anjownr, 0il and sssential metals would be revealed.
. t 2

2 :n n'lerv‘*i bj lacrensing racognition of the. enuﬂy s d;nons*ratod
: i in sFe 21 Octoher lovid. (I, 21 Crtover) “A
.+ in the o35 would undoubtedly {force the commitment of

fivlsions wetl hobtever equipment thay Lave at the time,"

ollarly, Massier advancus throach SOUATLST towerd VIEINTA or westward be-
Sege CTUAR aal s AL IT mighe force d rush of res.rves o the Dastern
(&)

Prout. O nmmyowen th=cptcael on hoth Wesiern end Zastern fronts"™ with a

g Jiteln s areored o Sorve apon which he must rest his main hope
Somvacyin, lalent 4'is seer,"  uis double throet wes his .re-test daq*er,
e LENpeSis Ll ostarte sus. tm o the other hand, ho was epparentl;
slaulzg-nj e, -y e} cooieve. iiven "suPfizient time, say antil 1 imce g i3s, .

e awl om0 iy warwe Logpebliur e powerlul striking force o sanzer divi-
o0 ne " Tuoweall s sarsumeoly smployed "in the lorthara szclors of the
wasta i L mt whare Allled break-throughs would be mosti dasngercus to “he
ey witasw .5 kerreln elsentages tu Allied mobility wnd the pro:i inlty .
T ltel Lt antelr ]l mress v .:IﬂAﬂT. vach a rasersve uflnrpur'mz;ht sasble
Choounet ) e ometlerw L lsoandes oolectives o stalling the Allied eldrancay for
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troushes, barbed #ive snd anti-task ditohes to ihe East
"in%’ arr works wﬁm ezppcﬁring, m_a'b of the mm., L cm :

" slrong amry cnpaciﬁa.eag in hie’ XSdIi Tor the: w&ak ending ;as Gctomro %;g :
1_:?‘& Oct) In- n}w “irs" plaoo‘. hie enmrr de ofy the. 4%}1 aném - Ieng period

mwéri:aixz, hommr, K3 X She a‘b'back'a pm«posa,, 3:%; M&appaﬂﬂ;}.;é. aimé ai:
Cralleving presaure o t}m Yiftmzﬁ:h F.my’ ’rhe ensmny nay alzo haye- 1:11:&11&96
‘ ledt. fad tia .:sucnasa 1:1 the svbask by an sttempt 4o cut off the ARWHLH
X ' VWhile the speny oould preass
T : . pio wriersd Peseryes, ho would
fg,f"«.uulié'el pmoz, an A oy E‘l? at‘"uuk thﬂ, v zld -daplete. hiz stmored resorve..
S A moms nore 1lkely that the enony wiil continua, withoub depletion, the
Laiddug ol Wiz long useded srmcred res.rve ualess end wbil Allled thrusta

el enstwar! domend 1te ewployment, The srewy’s moas ikely end serious capa:
© billiy weuld now agpea® o Ve a oowsberstituck with atrcz:;; fm:::ssr ol Fengear
reasziTe cogingd eny f1liad bretk-throvgh 4n She Winth or Firsi srwy sector

waloh tireaters ’cr pm‘n our sdvancs Yo the RUILE.Y Ths escond 2.suinetive

- pRint pertalning s caswy's. ;}eszﬁume wey dagericsd thuss “It is now
sppRYani, &mwver t}rat tha x‘«mrgs*:aisﬂimx of the Gevman Torcos during thes
pest tmy moubths has been fully os sigaificeat aa the actual rale of raoinm~

* fordevent and indesd more impor**hant in roa%:aring the fighting velus of eneay
Forsas In the Togt,™ ?&QS‘?’E‘ iaanan c.sxd rss ”m&*nan‘:. wers exaavuem in trree
disti?;et‘. p‘hse 631 , :

S P ) m‘ fer Yo halt the Allied. niva.m,o e.nd o mzm ’c’w WEST WALL, bettle
groups mra has’ bily fcrmd frs:zz troksn divisions, foru azsa trooysg s%&a ,

SRR 20 ‘Zfraimng n& cmp}.nttd 1n the line .\tse}.r, nnd ‘these miwsllmma
; "ﬁ‘haﬁtle i‘c»mea m teorgc.nised ato &is&iphm&, eontroned‘ nnm‘bered diﬂ.m ‘

-

;z:hievéan% émmsa pot only upcm ‘the ahns.ty:to prmim 'cha mmesaavy nen=
. povse, “but depunded oleo on’ the; anoxy's ability to. diunguge thosa forces

and stAlY retefn sufficlent ntren@,th in the Tina %o contein $He Allied cdvance
tiwj.ﬁi;ﬁ.ﬁ reraunehls nmimo"f Pocr watrther mﬁ ma.a& supp}y &ifficu}.i:iau a’idmi
ﬂm mcmplin}menisg“ '

B ‘.tm& m;}ar oints 'aam axgressa& in ima zs‘*& for tha week auéing 4 I‘ave»u
i Ler, (1,, 4 Yov) Ous,: t‘m susponsed enam;g’ strﬁtsgic ArmOred Yenervs i’oroa
. was named Tof the firat. th;e,, being identiflied ms the Hixth Fanwer fray. The
_ geoond, she. narb}mms portion of the Westsrn frents ratvx&r '!:htn the gouthern

was o.as&.gna*he& &l the mors. lmportmim ' ' o .
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‘enzor Afmy, trc,Acul "ecgfnalss&nce
'~-trou, movenents in the rlrst Arx 's rorubern f__
as not ﬂ‘ﬂar . they rlnh* be, new “antry d1vis1ons

"e1 uLAT“ Panaer Army from askliof the RYIYE "_'

e, e.L., "2 or 9 Fanzer Divisidns. Inaunuuh c
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s ops for use. in
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zer Army in “c 3i0LELLD &rba and thres rn”achute d_v:hlons that do not
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'"ovep“e‘ luL" was the
dermen ro 1n10*cemuﬂ . . A
elcn= dur‘ng ‘ovenber %  or _
.he rafelgqrrplﬂforoerent to the yest,. 'IT this
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¢ course, unknowm bub there seems little resscn Lo dount that
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.u“LO, ond the 10th &u was believed east of AL aIL. Un. the
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‘uations, end Hurried Yowsgrede Infantry divisions to ths
| bhe Sixth Panzew:dvay in siratepic reserve,  Ho utiliz
,armoree‘ reserve P

“thie AUMR 1

arem,
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Sima Ime Ssptmber the Twolfth Army Oroup’s G=2 hed reflected in
his ISTMfs his growing recognition of th@ enemy's rocuperatize power, of

bin resistesse and atiuck abilities, &4 major manifn*ta.tim of the saeuy's

capaoity was the formation of the Sixth Panser Army, while successfully
rasisting 4114ed drives on the Western Front. Frograssive interost in the
smyloyment of this Army was desoribed in the ISUM's. fThe ISUM fer the
mek snding IS Novomber contiawed Ghe progedurs of sveluating the onsny
»apnbnition in. tam of the Sixth Panzer Divitim; (I, 18 hw}

In. ":"af ﬂrsi: placc, the aueay had uwther damonatrai;cd cmniﬁemble

jam’c?.fl. iu sitii"*si:zb divisions Lo meot viially thresbonsd eress and in om-
,;playiug t:auhcal srmored rogerves to sbsorb the initial f{orce of Allied

abiocke,” His latast axpioit m ecoaaionsd by the Aliiad ofPansive oa

18 Eown}xar. He hnatily redisposed divimicns to mest local taotloal site

Wost, yot holding o
: 3d his taotieel j
) s‘. ycssihle exeapizi.on of 1%3 gml ?ansex Diviaionasc

‘ziharaahmxts of t;he 8ixth Panser Army wars tmaortain, hmme “E?hna
the preciae looation of Sixth Pauger Army 14 uob known, persistent state=
wonte by prismare of war to the effect that 2 SS and 1285 Panser Divisions
are Weat of the RHIKE contlnue 4a be roveived, with & 90535.1‘2111%37 tnat 1 88

and & 83 are alaa there,” ' _ _

A hibhly aipiﬁcmt prophecy wus ventured oy tm Twelft}z Army Group
in this 18 Jovenber ISUK, to the offsol ihat indlcatlona were thah the
Sixth Panzey Army would "be used us s unit and then not until e break-

shrough of the ROER River defense line.” Both the locality and tims for
this irmy*'s use wure thus suggested. ,

While W:is force wes sonsldered capable of eithor & countaruttmk or

8 comtercffensive, it hed not yet besu employed, perhaps dus to tranasporkt

o supply dirficulties. Iuatesd, “it sesus wors llkely that the ensmy be-
iieved that cunditions were not yet ripe for its employmsat.” Those fsvor=
e9%le conditious were thea deacribsd. “The nescessity for isunching s strong
cownbar~attack to stop an Allied thrust towmrd COLOGNE or the RUHR has not

yoi srisans® The onoay eould hold his punch and amit developmsnts, For .
instanss, “if the enamy intends to lawnch w mejor counter—offensive ag;ai,nst
any Alliod sallent Easb of Aschen dosigoed to re-ssiablish the SIEBFRIBD = =
Line positicas oF to crigplo Amoriosn forcas in this erea, the more’ upporhum
time will presussbly coms when our attfcks have spsnt their foros and our :
supplies are dwindling.® On the ckher heud, Af slresdy cormitted infantry

- wnd tectioal resorves could contain ‘Allisd atbaoks, comitimend of his

stra‘bagic Pmmx- regsrve in "an ossvutinily defensive eaunterattmk" wnild
bs mnecessary,  "He will then be in a position to lawunch a mejor counber=

L offensive or move some or all of the elemonts of Sizth Panger imy to Amy
" Group G ar to whatsver vital sros s ericusly threatensd.” Hessusw of hiz

sonsitivity to the_sdvence townrd COLOGNE end 4he RUHR, snd his- spprocistion

- of the Firet and !’:‘mt’h U5 Arefest attaoks, 75-, would not likely move the
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l’ims' t}m ?H‘Olf h Aenry Group sonsidered asveral a.l?.omative uanag for
tba 3ixth ?anzer Army, mimb that it would be retaimd m& ‘used in the north
n8: u tmito ; . :

ﬂm*ing, the fenmring mok, {;lm-k ending 26 Rmuhur, ‘the onemy sltuatio:
- ) ’adi;r daterioratesd, and hs was boing rapidly forced into a decision to
- oomuih the Sixth Panser &rmy dtacribosi m% his “only mobile armored roserve
" in the Weat.® (I, 25 Novr} In its attnok towards the REINE betwesn XARLE-
' RUES 4nd BASEL ‘the Sixth U.S, Army 9roup had formed the VOSGES trap, whiok
©insomed: M1iknly to fmem €he bulk of the German Ninetesnth Army to withdrsw
BerAsE ‘bhl RHINB,.”  Defeat of this Gormsn foros would peradt the Si:tﬁh Arny

- GFoup to. dirsct a. Isrge purs of 3ba foreas noethwaed against the WEST WALL

T G@mnm I’;f‘&%s&th" !&mye
e -_~ttas*1th &“my, ie
TR0 Y FOSUBY teap

- inco<operation with the third lemy, A prowpt, rtpm. heavy reinforaemant
" of Lhe WEST WALL i‘rm’jmrﬂi to EfRt avaj‘ xeened “almogt ceriain,” from the

IERMANY or smxn:mna or from the’ tzema Hino-

X of “divislons ssospad scross the RHINE ..

, "’tﬂwi:hur untts of the Sixth Pangzer Aray will sisc movs

. from. GOLOGHE %o the . renr of tho WEST WALL betwsen TRIZR snd KARLSRUHE deponds

U om. Ianimz PrasRure nd progress in sach aras,” It would doub’cl&ss be w

L ,plu rod &t Lhe p(}izzt of graatsst dmgsz', P H

‘ha nnr*th ¥, south sohcept was fully apparent, The Tmélftb fmy Gfaap‘ﬁ
(=2 wrots that tho onemy achion at thab time could uct be predicted, but
tha eayability of moving a pert or all of {(his) ermored resarve toc oppose
the American Third snd Sevonth Armies should be reccgnized.™ The situstion
in aens respects is comparable to that et CAEX end $T7. 1D in ths middle of
July.”  Twelfth Army Oroup pointed out enemy altormativess (1) If troops
ind n_sz,hzzs—;hslc‘e fllied forces in the north, and s seriouns breakibrough sp~
peured irzinent in the south, at least part of ths Sixth Panser Apny woald
.alrost oertainly e saent south, {2) In contrast, no such southward movoment
would ocour, if the Flrst and Vinth Armiea offensives sgailnst the heert of
industrial GERMANY gontinued “to _be the mafor thrant.” (%) I both offensives
cenablitubs sarious throsts, the “enemy might be forced to syiif: the Sixth :
Taazay Army although he i3 obviously zaluet:nt to dec so.”

The enemy'a sicuuticn becm anute during the aucmding vaok. vhioh
onded 2 Dmcembder. (X, 2 Deo} Whorses during the preceding weak, snding
25  Hovembsr, only the southern front was reletively oritical for tho enomy,.
“now bobh the northern and geuthern wera, & division of tha Bixix Pauger: .- -
Armvy aa*vmon tharzg and” iuszu’fics.enﬂy 20 “tn each cess, wight be foroed upon -
i:?u spemys - Or, i{ ho solvsd the Testarn fromt- probiam with rcinforgemantt
from the- Ruasian {ront, he would invite disaster in the East, In respect
- wo the. maborn {ront, “at x;o time aime Sapi.mbar hns auch a eri:tioal d&— '

= Iemm awni‘rontod tns emmy : N P TIS
. Suving wlthdt-m go npidly m thu Smn S.So ﬁm Grcup'; area.t;ht
 apemy was by early Dscember threatened with a poasible breakthrough of the

B A,,mﬂf ﬁk}ga by the. I’hird ezx& Seventh U,S. Arales.. 7"1‘1‘:5.3{ 1z a threat. sacond -
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a long wi 9, ﬁw a.xi "anm I}i'dsion migb‘. o = camﬁiia@e, but wonld prob-
uiy be draloguate., Tho enemy Tmust thon decide ,shcthe:* to Wove any peri
&11 of 'i;ha d.xth "'w&r Ax'ny i‘rm the CULOGHE arva”
hia aans.xtim ian t!.e mm sres was 1ikawise ssariaua. Mstrition
sng “produsice an soute sihusticn for the snomy but 86 far he kas mansgud
So avold the p,.;;qmaaez sueitiogt of the four remaipliog diviaions of Jisth
Peanér Aomys" - Roximnts of sono twelve infantry end ifour ganzkr-ﬁgpc diyle
gions wars crwdod into a fromt bavely thirty wilea Jong. Sove had beos
badly dockpstod awi poseased litdle Cigheldag veluo. In facl, jmc trolve
Lafwibry $ivisidas, might Bt hrve an sobual .shmawt.h at’ were ti:\m i’*mxr
'*%‘3‘ 3“‘3"&* d"‘)‘&QﬁQq I c o i';’i S . i .

, Daapita M.*i :
'fu..r' E prtesr divisionu
- cribsd ga “held in jo i xmxblg in the g,amér'eal arga dosh of GOLOUNE
Asdording 68 Ui W of 2 Dedamber, “the ensay defensive plen hus been': '
quitie elaar For some iwes  I& involves allw-out dsﬁ‘m at the ROIR'Rivay .
payond whiah X‘li@d ad'mmas m‘ir} congtituts an imdi;a‘kt i’:hmat to tha

r%icalf’oagditim, thu an&u_{ hgfi nai: aa:sz;aiwsd vazx;}‘ of ‘“im
Cof Ahs Sixth Peader fevy, Itd Joonmiisn wnk doe-

®

'{m‘ . ‘, ‘ S . .' . ;’!('»_A,” ;’ ) ;“\7:“7\.
e Lest Twolfth Aemy Group (=2 Weokly Imtsllipeads Susary issued pricr

to the 15 Decenber Counteroffenzive wes %o, 18 fur &he Weck ending © Deosas |

ey sod issurd-on the 12the (I, © Doo)e “msbor 15 mails for the wosk ammg h

n3

185400 Pecomber, asd issusd on the 19th. (I, 18 Des)

w—_— T

. This ISUe ane?. e of the sasmy's xzagabiii.ﬁiaa pertainad %o t!w sntire
Hostern. front, anr* waz nob localized to that of the ?walft.h Mxy !rzeoup. This '
rrevdin of vie ‘gesbed sigifiosace,

Cptizmism wot the fundewsntal charsotoristic of this ISC»,,ar.d was proe
slalmed in the uvpsning esenbencs:

FIt i3 net osbrtain thet attrition iz &tea.dny mpying the :trcngth

ef Jorken forosz o the Westerw Front wnd that the orust of dsienses
is thinnar, mers writtle snd more vulnareble than it sppoars vn owr
Gl raps <>r e ..ha ‘craapa in '!:‘w Ii'w. :

, ’f’w autatawumﬂ faots ;supgerﬁaﬂ "t.‘n s uz;qnals.ﬁed shatemant. (1) Tho
TdaathY émvmma af thelindividual mi‘azzhr; diviston in the 1ine.® Evidenoe
~ irdisst 2t Yhab - mfmtm divisions in the lins ainaaa Al3ied offensives warn
_isumessd hed beon sub st leset 30 porcent and ssvoral othors virtually des~
Srtregide Daily trarxsruaims feow forirvess i;rcop: keopt thesa omacisted dlivie
© Usfony #3iwe, . Un the gthor hend, they wers aupported by ben battared ?‘mer -
T ol Bapgor - nrrxmiiar divisions in tactissl reswrvo and Bhe atiu mtouvehsd -
- Bixth S5 Panter Army. (2} Palifng Durthar into repladensnt srréers wos fne
evitabls for tho enumy. His noeded winmes resplicexent was 20 divisfonm & :
L;;muth, m:ch :mty:fiﬁm rere rm:blu ) Racmtlg Lthe rata hed ‘beon mly S
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1on»: ha ?ﬁ}..:. w:w'k c»nlv a1l in hiz owrent stbempt tu withdraw and ezt hia
, autiﬂm rO3srVae . }mi: he will bs 2oroed to comit &b loasu pm‘*t of his Peazsy
'&*my to t!u linao o

,Ur Bhg G opirxienraf. thc mm,g’a 9::&9::%. 1ities a3 ugrusur! in his lson
- af the ; pre~founterelfonalva 181M's roibloretzd that the suoay’s pz'iaa.rg, SR
© bilikies related to hiz smploywont of the Sixth 88 Menser sray, and the enem:

o inlght not “!mm uwglm freedom of oholes as o the time aud place of ibe

L - enploynant.”  The Likeness of the eurrent situstion to thes of CAER and

. 8%, LO of the Z0MMANDY oangaisn was again mdubioned. The enmeay hed somitted
- his armor.ab. "‘&*:H, “but had. ditﬁou}.ty in dldsnsspiug It whon he nesded 3t o

cmtrcsl tha 574 1O braaw:raugh* "2 prosbwthrough by the Third sad Sowanth
U8, Armdes ocould eusily dewelop Iunto o simller disestrous fead runt snd
RYNE»S?::W |ppoers . ta’ };a detornined to avoid bhe YGUASDY mistake.” Alllsd

| pressurs Bad hiz’ imﬁsqum in!‘mti‘y Niﬁﬁ%‘}' ot al::,h’k fwcc tho deolslon
“Baon m, mm‘}m S . 4
ewt’x vam.ept;, mhi

. m x'agv&c::. o Rﬂm somtwu‘btwu m:si efi’ mmtim & xmjor eamtaruffenw
:sim. this ISUM noted the sremyts @ifficultipe.  "if Taok of adoquats infentry
rainforcamsute requiread the commitmant of hm utra‘hsgi& roservas, ths eneny's
coyebility of acumberestbasking sny biidgohedds astablished Bast of the ROER
in greatly disdaisted, Siaiwly the oupabil ﬁ; ef mauu’bing & major cowiers
offansin wmzld be virtuelly dantreyué ir !xit hmw is t}.raady onpazed."

In s\msr;, ‘all of the eneny mejor ctgab&lsicies dcpendﬂi "on the baluaow
botwsen the rate of attrition rpowed by the Allied offensives and ths rate
of infsniry reinforooments. The belencs st present 1s in favor of the Allies.
With gomtinuved Allied pressure in the South ?ad ‘in the ¥orth the bresking
poing nay devslop suddenly ;ad without nminga& ‘ :

As traosd in dstml the ﬂroup*; Gw2 Izz‘kelixig@naa Smﬂas WEIrs cone
soraed wit," cerialn koy ccn@aptsc I,

o -\‘L{f forued comaliment of snomy forpes m o:ltzzer the nav*hem o the

gouthern portiona of thu Ywstern front, byt pre-éminently the northorn be=
nam& watm*cicn af .‘d’.s izxdustrial mm ’r#s wszen‘tial ta Cormen atrutogy.
. - 7} -
z& Ea;;}emnt nrtho nnbs.la atrnte&ia rawm, tiw”aixth Psmzsr Lmya

1

':é*-an t}w 5&11 od a:htmmie craaaad the ROSY River.

SR

B %, The hoavy, rapld shtrition of ﬁeﬁy‘farem ‘on’ the Teatarn t‘ront and
t the isiaéu"mm raiufercsmt, ﬂhich n?.ghﬁ ca\uae - (hm wil&paa ,

L T‘zaw ISB}& egluicm are slac ot forb’.‘x in aﬁ&r au%hﬁ:‘its&iw deau« o
: ijmants du-ing +%s last days price bo 18 Decemt -OwZ peports. durlng duily

o Brisflags wt G915 haara of the Comnanding wmm W his staff, snd & letise

G2,

oy B#ig. Gon. idwin L. Sivert, o &'S.gad;ﬂrj'&"e T, Willisms, the agé deny
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#15. 12 A sp. Critique

During the Briefing on 8 uecemoar, the ' ‘G-2 recapl _ted at length :
his epg ralsal of the enemy . He wa_? cnpublu of relnforci_ > between TRIER:" *
and UARLS Jhn with infantry "and aFfmor from the interior a¥ ,othar frontS'”i“
fie could reinforce sast of 'AACHEN with. infantry. from Gervilyy or by commit-' o
ting panzer divisions of the ‘Sixth: ‘Panzer Army . ” " He" could QPloy ‘this' nrmj S
" in the AACHEYN sector. - ;

. ,,‘ .
-

The reader is invited to nofe that the’ 8peciiiod geogri%hical areas
were the northeﬁl,reprvsen+ed by the AACHEN sector, -and the - N uthern, TRIER
to KARLSRUHE. No mention was made .of the central zone of ths Wesbern rront;
'nar+ of which was “the VIII Corps sector invaded by the 16 D-blmber sttack,
In fact, ths AACHEN aactor waa conaidorably north of ‘the VIIX Corps sector,
and’ the TRIE R-kARLbBUHb tone. was south of the 16 Decombar uttack zone, & .

' Respect;ng the S$ixth Panger Army, its omploynsnt was a ¢lpab111ty.:'
But the Group G-2 prophesized thaE'Von Rundntodt wes. unlikely Yo risk “this
precious guard over the RHINE" consisting of five’ panzer divisions except -
under certain conditions., One,. until the llliod advunood east of the ROER -
and could not be stopped by availaplo tnotioal reaorvc., Sonund, or - until

counterstroke ‘could nullify any future lllicdi}ronpocta for tho winter.

- The Twolfth Army Groupb estimate of”tho qnemy.ind hin putnntials ‘as. of

the period was lgain stated on 11 cember by the G=2 in a letter to the fr j 1:

21st Army Group's intelligence officer, (Ix) The. latter hed sent Gensral -

_Sibert a paper on the enemy situation as of 1 Decembsr 1544 and.) March 1945, o

“to which General Sibert repliod. Aoknowlodgemﬂnt-mnzt be mndc thet the Sibert
letter is being accepted on its faoe valuc, and that a copy of General . : g.
Williems' letter has not boen located Porhaps a different complexion would - .
be placed on the metter if Goneral hilliunl' lstter were available for check-ﬁ"f
ing.  *his would be unlikely, nevertheloslﬁ}ngzmuch as thHe Group's G-2's

letter continued and epitomized the Twalft ‘lrmy Group & conceptions dovol~'
cped during the prévious two months. : CE

Hope and optimiam oharacterizod General Sibart‘s letter. Proliminary
to his expression of views, he’ agreed w1th his 21 Army Group colleague that
‘the front's stabilization for long was unlikely, unlass on the RHINE line,
He hoped for Patton's auccesaes in the ZWEIBRUCKEN ares, and thet ome or:
two divisions of the Sixth Panzer Army woul& be drawn to the south, By the
time they were enroute or ware engaged, the ROER dams .aituation would be
cleared and progress toward the RHINE via COLOGNE oould be resumed. The
Group G-2 FPelt there were "many recent and, agreeablo signs of Nazl deterio-
ration on our front.” basualties Wero at & -1 rate, morale was low, units
were very under-strength, poorly equipped, supplied ‘underfed, and the man-
power wes "of increasingly poor. qua’ity." "Given time and fair weather we
cen meke progress sgainst him anywhere. An eadded immediate advantage was
the certeainty of record ROIKE floods to inundated atratebically and industri-
ally importent sreas, : _
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lowhere ir this letter was intimation made sbout an enemiy counter~ -

tlow, The only non-affirmative note wes the inference: that the Sixth
Fanzer Army constituted a-threat. Otherwise, this 11 Dooombok oglnion
by the Group's U-2 wes dptimistic; o

. 'As the reeder has noted, frequent references were made t& %ha_Group'n
belief that e German counteratteck was expected when the Allied crossed e
the ROZR River. Similaerly noticemble was the omission of remsons for this -
belief'. The only explaneticn of this point among the Group's records was

the offering withirn the Order of Battle Notes annexed to tho G-E Periodio %, » %"

192, 14 December. (111, B) It stated:

"A PW telen on & December cleims to have heard at the end of November
thet ea soon as the Allles crossed the ROBR River, the S5 Divs in
reserve there were to oountor-attack. The Lurtwuffe will nake its
appearsnce and support the ettacks™ :

The Army Group surely possessed further remsons than this single: datu to D
anticipate en attack after the ROER crossing, but, to ropoat other Bupporting
thought wus not asserted. - _ _ S

o '_'

II, Opinion em the VIII cé‘:‘-i:-ﬂi’iatdr. L

No attack potentiality was accorded tho ;; Corpu ssotor, -here ‘the .
Counterof fensive was launched. This contiasted the significmnce sttaeched .
to the northern zons of the Western Fronmt, and to a lesser degree to the
" southern. Pre-16 December opinion held that- “the VIII Corps seator was em-
ployed by the enemy as a ‘transient srea. -The calguleted risk concept was
not menticned prior to 16 Docomber, but only in retrospact commentariox.

_Two ‘expleanaticns are neceséary, preliminnry tq an examinatign of ‘the
Group's attitude towards the VIII'Corps;_ One, a geographicel definition
of the VIII Corps snd its adjacent zones; ssoond, a distinc+ion between the =
current and retrospective opinions. :

As noted in the weekly ISUM's lengthy discussions were devoted to northern
and southern zones of the Western front, with no mention of the VIII Corps or
to = centrel zone. (mly slight attention was paid to the VIII Corps sector
by the brcup & G-2 in his is uanceu,'ana that simply in the. Commanding Gen~
erel’s 2riefings., The descriptions of the VIII Corps.sector in the Br¢efinga
denoted it as a central sector between.the north and south, As to the
rorthern and southern portions of the Viegtern frent, the raader understends
freom the ISUM'S, that the [ormer was the geography northward approximately
from the ROER River lams facing the Firet U.S. Arny and the IJritish, The _
southern was the CAAR sarea in genéral, and in particuler the Third U.5. Army . -
and Sixth U.3. Army Group zonss, o

=




Fre-1CG lJecember records did not evidence thst current 1ppra15a1& of ’
the VIII Corps sechor considered it in terms of either an Ltack potentinl
or a csicuievted risk, Pout-vounteroffensive _commenteries f%re°sed both.
(urrent opirion held that the area was a translont wren fo.~Gorman divi-
sicns bLefore tra.afer to more actlve or crltlcal areas,

no% menticned by houu-oampalbn analyses.

His purpcse was

=

‘part of the. ,
dalily Commanding.

Sriefings merc tre only sohrce of expressed opinjons about the
VII1 Sorps frent. (V) The report on 7 December stated: ’ '

Current opirion .of the VIII Corps sector regardedfthaq
viestern Iront as o transient erea. U<? reports during the
Gencral's

-

"In the VIIT Corps sector there is still very 1little +ctivity in
8 the frent lines, In the rear ereas the enemy continres his move=-
ments, or the last 1eW'weePu his policy was to employ his newly
erriving units in thic eree letting the more experiehced unitr
mceve to mere critical sectors. This’ large activity mlght indicate
sowe more units erriving on the western front,”

'
¢

The trensient area concept was emphasized threec days_later; on the 1Cth:

"Continuous reports of movement into the VIII Corpa und out ere being .

mede. <{his is Jrchably Ioca*_cevter for enemy troops 301nb either
to the nor*th or scuth.”

Agair, on the l2th:

"In the ?Ill'Corpb thers are no definite changes té report, but it
becomes more and more clear that more thau one formatiocn has arrived
into this sector and sc we can expect two or at least. cne. of the
divisions from this area to eppear in qoma.other.sqotur_vory shortly."”

A further suggestion or' the negative attitude towards the "II] Corps

might be deduced from a certain treatment that the Twelfth Army Group
apperently applied. The Group operated an organigzeation known es Fhanton, -

“an intellipgence collection and communicat*on force, and units of it were .
attached to major commands of the Group. An exemination of the 9 November -
15 Decoember pe.iod of the Phantom Log maintained by the Group's TAC head-
querters, disclosed thai no en*rieo were included from VIII Corps. (12 A up.,
=3 Sitrops (Phentom Log), Wov. & Dec. '44. -In L=471(19), L=-320(11; )
pecula ting upon tho reascn, perhaps ‘the VIIX Corps was considered inective,

and Fhantom teams were assigned only to commands conducting eggressive opera=

ticne, 8.g., V and Vil Corps, oaventh Aromy, ete, If that logic was reason-
able, then the VI1I Corps! importapcq_was not -rated highly.

Corps front
es the locsle from which sn attack might be launched or to the sector es a
calcul~ted risk, sfter-the-ovent cmeew+arleu emphasized those mespects,

.nlle tho pre~1¢ December opinions did nof mention tho VIii
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R *"’ha cala.slated riak conowpt wes fira‘k st:sd;ad five daya after the
 Covnleroffensive was lnaxhed, oot pr:icr. .bnar&ing; !:o i&m fimup‘s Hovo zm'

{

T Mgn, Hhe possible thioat to our steatehisd out VIIT Gorps was dissussed
| among the 03, C/3, G-5 and G=2. It wos decidad %o take & oaloulatsd risk

“ " hare dn arder Yo galn the necessary sirsngih for the ooctinustion of our
. pressura towsrd the BUE and the Séar, It was £31% that while the ARy

ms capabla ici‘ * braak—t&rmgh thnt % mul& mﬁ laad to dacisim mu&ta

L}a‘ o habsr, M@bcr.

e Lo i:tic conforance, o
?s}.m of the coacapt end
’ lagin;} tcpimt fw

oa whatso ~

k&' %o %h., awand' aa& aenly a’shax- alluaims to aaiculam risk ammi”'

éapg, Briz. Gon. k. Freaklin Kibler, G=3, discussed 4t o 23 August 1945,

(¥, 2) He exswersd gisstluns an the Huwropesn ogamtiem, fnoluding the
V‘;’Xﬁ?’*’ 5 sok im, o1 thet data, subsitiod by the Hg&t'ﬁa'ical Df:otie:“s, USKEY
. (Rsc (OF thosw was this oner R S
‘A "Ciu If 1'th k'n;g droup dm srbisipate Guavman n&’tmi% aotiim, whore
me 1t efz:pacimd tu mm: pnma? Hhat plm, 32 oy, wre mﬁa o mat this
thrast? : R ‘ - v

5,, .ft vas known e!m'irq; eat'ly Ikkanﬁw i:hat t}mw wre SO :.1 a'usmy diw
vizione, 5 of hilch wore Panzaer end Pmrwmmdim ype, nassed west of
the Rhine botwoen BORY aad DUGSS It was b.].iﬂ’fs& thut theas divisions
had boen concentrabed opposite our nn,jm' ponatration of the Sisgfriod Lins
fer the purpuse of erughing eny sttompt to cross tho. ROIER River mud edwsnos
o the “WINE." A 20 Hovenber plan proposad entrapmeht an! dsstruction of
this forcsg oab wao not sxscuted bacmusa of the diffisult ITFEL terrsia and
the m@r&pwsﬁim of ﬂa Briﬁth to hmh a pajJor vd'.tucke S

_ i pusaihiuty of an ma;;c apcinng atts,ek in She ARDIREEG area w;m ,
. rescgeized bus it R he epinion thet even if f:hex t:;:kt ‘through thore thoy
U wouldn tE Have an 2 fiﬁ.‘b}: nosor ‘attacks sols the north and south
 the camulatad riasc cf w;ﬂ.ag tbo .axmwksa fmtor ziggmy mm wns. amybmie '




- « the Group (1) 414 sot refa 5o any speqilio date ag

s »ev::mts.tnkﬂ.ng srs;!cm; (2) 3t 814 not interpret air roconvalssanes reportes
Sapading abtecik; (3) wnomy ﬁispasitim wnd movenents
woka of Densaber did

m& Aav Ismls, e«um éaim amg:dm
Wyl Yl G (ms:‘}, mmgmmmamm
o 'Actnﬂlg, only fmm ci‘ th nmsa éuts wera forssrded to highsr sozmenis,
L rey wras 4o posbarning en codalleration of treffie eotivigy, 15 = 15 Deomr~
“in perteinlen to s woman aforserts tpat!.m o 14 Baemb» a?m:t m
"ilg_mg;,.m g % eootaln by oa mmdud R
s Tipending abtsek a&nkimad % atim Lh
1exi:.az% w P atmk elsiuuu e A

B af mk amssm«x ttack" deta nxm to P smm that

%oy bad hoard wh citeek wne 'slmumd foss bDetwoon 18 « 25 Iecenber, (Div
Lm'sl) tniy eas b thess four su~called svidesos wes tisnmeitted by the divi~
sions (108%th) to the Cerps’ (¥I1Y), end it conslxted of the testimony of a
wounded PV under mpﬁim dvring inborrogation, I the Group wes eweres of -
this ingidemb, zm allusion was wmada mmong. St records. In feot, only e
single roforenco wus wnxde to & similer PV stetemont. The Order of Battls
Hotss snmoxed 4o re.ne G=2 Periodie é\mz, 16 aocmm-, stateds

et

*ﬁ?kman 6moslﬁutahnuhwéctwmﬂm'bhatn'

. Soon a% the £11lios oressed the ROLR River, Lhe &5 Mve in ressrve
there wue Lo oounter: 'attanx.; The Iaf%mffo \sill m i.ta anpea.w o
AReR. am! emppw'ﬁ; the aﬁn&. (xn, B) e L

b e -0f these touv fc;:tdnd ::at:a, mly ons o\t‘ t!m tmfﬂa o.eﬁr&ty datc,;, .

: wes mentlcand by ks 19th Avmy Dioup, sud LU was uot charsoterived ne,{'z )
- evidance, Tho m*iginil of this dete was reported by ths 106%h. Tafantry

. Division. (‘mx Torps, USA) in Ax (-2 Pericdic for 14 dsoenber. {Mv wmu
B IC: N ) i_zs*ssnmg pruts oo thet day reporisd hesvy incroasse of < -
;:spartic Alarly et URHOHT and; MWB. The Twelfih
3-dn §bs GeB Perivdde «

BRI &< Herbhata TYIT ﬁa:-ps SO M$eu1wéwtif£ w63 obered moving
‘ m:-:*ﬁh ‘Prom EEOPY (LOSOE) and BRAKDICNETY (PSSSL). = dhould.these movsmsnts
i prove tn be. of & &i&zsimx scale, 1B Infentry Division (Germm) would be zm
ot 2ikely omadide ?c for » anift ta the meely developing danger zowe.”
- {11¥, 8Y A Zurthor explemstion of thix traf®ic activity wes advanoed by
thas Groupls Gek éur;ug e repart at the Commanding Genersl's Frieling, at.
0018, -on 18 Decembory, ~ (¥, 16 Dec) ' Ho sald tho. 326h Iafantry Divigien :
had noved frow tha 3& thars VIIT Corpe ssobor, ‘the movesent prc:ha:bly mmxzrbe-
. ing for the cbaorvid ‘yohjculear setivity, Althouph thia Brisfing wes at 0918 on
I 11 Dmmw, the g« T' .report conoarnsd the pro=18 Wr hom, wit!:
- ne mwrame !:c the Girm sbbacka of, :bmﬂ; da\m. e PR

ar the rallﬁsim;; B

S



Om, T
i.ir i)pwnﬁm arui Obsmat,gmn of Emy Hevmnts, m iamcd hy the xu'got )
'ntanigam G=2 (Xir), end sm oxwrple of its coniribution ia. mpﬂsm&.ﬁ :
in t‘m follswiﬁg bxcarpt rrom the 15 mmsﬂm’ issuanott

R f trie, Hw imzviea%; rail wanmnﬂxtian cceurred ob .&vm&xm
&% 1130/1140 hourw mhen F/U botbed and strafed SO trelne. ... Rgﬁ
Trom SEEVENBROICH to BLSDORY revemiods Test az' BLEBURG, 75 wmix
Bes A0 LIPS Lj‘f » 25 of these were 041, South of sLiDVRY 80 plus
cu‘t uqu&lly mele up of flsse zmsi wugons av:,,aarai iwd&“ﬁ (\'III}

. : i’%:c ct!-»m' issusnow on ale was ths air t-apwt of the daily Ommdlng
{ Usneral®e Briefings. {¥¥0 £ile, L~340{4) Illnsﬁm%ivo wes the 15 I‘hcomber

ranorts

RN

"o opurations vesterday for ths &th Alr Forse and R4P. st TAP (Prov)
supported 6 Ay Group Flying 156 wmed roconnalssance sorties,
prrelouiarly In suppord of Sevonth Arsy. Sud TAF flsw 101 fighter
shortles over Comntral Yolland in swpport of 21 ém'; Groupe % Alr

- Foros fighter sad PipLter aa.ahars ﬂaw %15 aar-hiea. o s

Emw Bispmitim

. _Ystasn moyumonts ami dispmit&onﬂ é.ming tbs y&.riod imdiai:ﬁy pmsdina
the Cowlarcfieanive could bo rovelebary, Aud, the sxtent of the. Group's
vhgervation and interprotative of this sobivity ceuld be mxpectod Lo be re=
flectnd durisg the avthoritetive, daily Cocmanding General's Sriofings, {(¥)

Lo ;_‘ Inevmach 85 o comenbary to that sffost was wholly lacking, apparently the
% . Group's §-2 234 not oonolude that thw ensmy movenonts manifsstad stteok
S o puuntiaiii.ias. Pollwing the g-2%¢ mmgmaﬁ ‘of -discusaing the enexy
‘ £ & fings indieated the mm::g:

Br%&ﬁﬁz ;mrt&ﬂl o, the n
nr t!m ii‘tmth Somn Ay

- ooBtly, x‘brtmg ac!maiw polioy, try ng ‘ 2
wisw was exprassed that certain movemsobs :uggnted s ehmgs in ramtowea
“mant policy, to send back deploted rather than new divisions without suffie
clent training, The VIII Corpe ssotor was regardediby tha Group as e transn
jent arcs, Zhe enwm n:uitiw totm m Rivk dw W ,

N o ...




o ﬁ,iwm rmwt@:{ #a mowing ¥

o 13,;,;‘,,_,,, "iim% "REF ID:A557776

3.3 S‘hifti!:g 91‘ trcags t6 nest thnatu, w&thdramls, and lack of reiu-

,.{»» e e oualil

R Excxa;:-t' l‘w tha VIII Gurpt lacim-. uﬁieh it &1&&3&@5 tm%l}'
,,_in ﬁhis Cntique,_tzht foumdng a}_chmtms upou the abcn twy ,

7]‘""’&3@;:9:1@1; Mx. :&'&t Lhe. !rmt of the Pix-at Carwnmt mmn the concern .
of the Twslfllhy Army &‘r»a»zzp, L2 wmr the 351 and 719 Infentey S}ivis:%.\:za
- boward A f~«;\rb'zmi;* éiswmigg.on _13-; thwb

'ﬁmﬂ.ﬁ Iswe wg Tow: ‘Ei'@apt

- have formerly coutrollesd the area. but wns mﬁmaﬁsd at the mnﬁ, As of

. tho 44k, tho Oroup P91t thet e gradual siemy wlithirewnl was ohvlous., Thres
Carvisions (oot nusad) were alrasdy idunBifisd on other sectors {(nok spooi=
‘fiod), and possibly throe wors wore moving oub.  Heslgusrters of the ¥iftecnth

. Avmy was agaln reported vead of COLOGHE, According to the Group's Ge2 snes

. the ssctor opposite the Firﬁ: Bmlﬁian Army, -

cn - mmmr wes the Last m o e rim% w-

1yeiz of the sitnation, at least Vestorn BOLLAUD was btelng evsouvabed, with

w.i; snall besy forces veing left behind fot lomolition swd delaylng sotion.

O § Doserbar move mevensnts in the Plrel Canadisn Arny's avea were reportod,

_Ths Piftesath Army auomed delinitely wast of JIN. An unoonfirmed P%- s’c&bﬁ-

© ment sugresied the Fiftesnth would aseums ¥ Sth Psnser Arny's sow. Tha

<th Panger Army wus r&porbbd a8 moving to the COBLENZ arss. According to the

6 Dogember Srioiing,” a grest mushsr of movemsuts raported soutdeast of ,

ATGUEYR aight Indicats soms of the wits withdramm from the First eamu:

ﬁ;-my sagtor (wers) wowing Sowards the ROER River or SAAR River aress.” i
Simaltansously, relnforcements for the 1 Parachute Army aight bo from N

t‘;e ¥URSTIR sren towurds HOLLAMD, On the 9th, the  Group =2 statedz ere

is vary 11ttls &2 report in the northern ssstor of the front. The main

pussle at the presont still remeins the ectus! role of the 15 Jerman Army

aud 1tw pressut; location. It 1w elmost zurs, thebt 1h hae moved out fram

Pour tof ﬁ:s diﬂsim hﬂﬂ sl

1;’-'”,&'&&63' uen idontified mm ofh ctors, end £ ¥
T pnb,  PEYE Tusiet thet ths sastion of this ermy -
GOLGGEB, with the rissfon of sttesking towmreds m lsnin wis meritsoned

 the Fiftednth*s possible s ,onutthcﬁﬂxrm,\mr Mmﬂw




o Jse:
b" i to be mov.ag towa a5
:and unconilxmed repcrk clalmai’

.

1o

‘Rwﬁ‘hﬁﬁf%wﬁwfﬁmgﬁxwéc”

Arﬂr a”oup ’
g uarerbe“Aa »0ﬁu1nuatxon di,uroof sﬁl t og in h
z;was no*ed“ and the 1ext daJ thn op

SBRIANY. preoaratlon. hithdrawal or
iw&b also pointed out o 3 -December,
Division on the 4th, - A,commantazx
i '“LQRUHE,area ‘of the 3
Y90 ‘delense” _troops, -
claimed that the XX ,orgs cnossing 02
-to _move units, ga.rticular‘ly the' Z1 Em_zer Divf:,siom
TU

 apparsnt “The . enemy was’ being;fonc&d, q.rec
- ta.the Briefing of 12 December, the enamyf& front
»Group wns,reluctant ta yi&ld gpound, but o ‘auId[not‘

‘ungbls to withdraw uni 8 for. EceE’c ,
On‘the lath note was tg?enxﬁha#‘in,%_
forcam&nua were naedod iné'" i ‘ga ’

Gensral.by his ‘staff, the G~2.reportad; Q -
perlod. (V 15 Dec),“DésPite'heavy‘Ioesea from>TRIER aouthaard the enmny
®.:Ba ered unlts wera reqpired to

L' !Y 4»,.,

Pl ol im%ﬁ e g
T Al*hough the uerman Countegof nsive was laundhedxat aporoxlma*
‘0630 wlth artillery and Teter. 1nfantry on lo‘Dccembe., tha*LG'u

0915 did’ not mention theaa avents. (V L

to the loth Bt

enemy had uountcrattgcked_somc
tl*ely pushed autof uyg yast‘
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. of armor towards ¥OBLunu was the o 1%
wes thought in need of reinforcamené:, and, tha
_the armor, reported moviag into the V rpa
“'the ‘missYon of the i ‘ ¢
“derad as to ths employment of the "

-Penzer Armiss. Three days later, on.
report on the reorganization of the. Third

"+ othor reports might confirm that thg

- and was assembling betwsen COLOGNE and KOBLENZ.-‘
~tle G=2 stated that the 340th Elfanty.{ Divi io
.the line, ‘end that obvioualy The enemy

-<ara moving out the line, This loavas the

modiately avallable to “the enemy.,

dvn d ua‘ r:l’.nn siong,

ﬁéﬁ%’w& ‘d 8dribcdxas
‘ TH

parentlf lackad infantr,,
the 6th, the view was” exprcased that
of the - ¢4 'and 47 Infantry Divisions

*Sertad Lhat’ pravious Feactions indic
‘areas controlllng;the ROER iner “de

10 85 Pz DiV'WaS beliaved baiﬂg replaced hy~9 Pz Div .{
9 Pz Div" had ‘been’ unidentified for adme tima, but s
reappearsd in.the line  °
248 Inf Ulv reappeared,in line
- 10 35 Div- :eported moving ecrosy 'ROER to th aast
3 PG Div had withdram to the east. :
17 33 Pz Div was' bellevad %o ba’ antlrely on th3’'e
bask of the ROER,- and posoibly asvcmblinr f;&"

viciait} f of COLOGIT ",
R}

“In VI Lorps argd tha bulk of the .oneny un
tha qu* :)&*11’ of. theiﬁg“R. Inl the V- C
the 272 and 277 Infantr} Ules%ahs' o'
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. raceived during the day ab
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. ST o

wmede tmgh going in the ¥ cw mw; s 328tk Intenw mvistmhué

- moved frem the VITI Corps seotor, probebly explsining the cbserved numsps=

,mm&wmuwmmm:mm. Bo mawr identie-
~ fications wers mede in the Third Army*s zone, In the Sixth Amny Group's
goms, the emcny seozcd "cempletsly demorelised in the Seventh Army sector;”

trwmmmmwmgxmmmmmmm

A ef '
Gpinioa c.‘.' tha &m’: Slﬁﬁm

mmamaﬁmmxmgmammtmm

ection was s slleout offensive.  A¢ to chjoobives, the culy cwrrent view

szpressed prior to 16 January 1945 wes that of 17 Dscsmber, tu the effeact -
that the Group belisved ST. YITH was tho initlel objective, with LIBGE

poseibly in mind. Acknowledgoment was mede on 19 Deossber that the German

offensive had been a surpriss, ﬁfea!: the eusy had skillfully, samtly
rogrouped snd etteokad,

Inﬁerpm‘&atioa of the stisck wers émribﬂ during éwz*eﬂe operations
and in retrospect. The formset wers move cbjestive. lhe fenwing dsoug~
aien will be ehrcmlcgicﬁ, in order to mﬂ: changing vzm

Preliminary te the snsuing aml;ais, the writwr nalla attention to
& certein incompletenese of the discusaienn. Possidly divisiomsl, corps,
or the First Army commanders porscually telephonsd nows of ths Germen
sttack to the Uroup, shish took the iaformetion into evalustiom sccomt,
bub Group reeords did not reflsct suwh instences. Seoond, interviews with
Group officers chisined by Bs. Forrest Ce Pogue wre nat u.sa&. but intare
viows amony the Urcup's offisial merﬁx wers analysed.

%m 1619 Dege
%&ﬁn erpretation of the dey's events wes issusd at 3300 oa |

. the 16th, ocsubioning egeinst overestimation of the meaning uatil the

assault’s mepnitude wnz more defired, Although attacks hed begun soms

‘three hours sarlier, no wsntion wes mads of then durimg ths Comending

Genoral's Briefing at 0915, the mbjut bedug the provicus dsy. N¥ews wos
appre two hours intervala from the ¥.Corps
parsioniarly,’ mmmmmnn Cérpa, the chief wufferer of

» fm mmalt. Uget data s e gem-mtg that oneay prossure oamtinued.

With thn anquinﬂm of uddiﬁmal uta éwing the 17&, iq;auim

A gradwly toolk shaps. The .G=2 reported st the CG's 0915 Briefing that
- attacks hed been launchod, but his assossment of their neaning wes 1wm
" %o ackhowledgsment that the emeny hed pasasd from defensive polis g
~ fensiwe sotivity, At 2300 the G5 Perio&ic for the duy stated: *Ii sp-

pesrs that & stroug oommter-offensive hes bosm luunshed by the eneny, ced”
The G=2 wis nok surw, spparsntly. For the first tims, dbjsctives vare mens
tioned, in that ceptured doocuments indicatsd ST, VITH was ths indtisl zoal,
to ko Pfollared by expliditations to the wast and moethwest, with IIRGE poasi~
bly in pind, ﬂwn vivu wre fouadcd upom upw m&. m, the

P gt e et G WY é‘a'ih'“"?""l"é?'” NS WRNEE. opges ane




Group sewmiagly 1il nob possess, the text of/more informst ve of all the
iosunents captured by the 106th Dl?lS;On (vizz Corps, USA) and by the
W o.erps on 18 Decembor, the Commander-~in-Chief West's Order of the Day,

15 Jecember, announcing the Counteroffensive. A

Two sppreisals were issuesd on the 19th, and they remalned the last
curren: ones throughcut the Battle of tho Bulge. Adcording to the u-2
Firiolic for ihe day, issued at 2300, e¢vidence was mountini thet th L
BIrfhl assault was "a thorouphly planncd, deliberate, ‘all=nut! off onsive.ﬂ
A more comprshensivs vaperwas also issued on the 19th.-- the hour unspeci="
fiz=d, in t'e furm of the G=2 Intelligence Summary for the wesk ending 182490

reembuer. It proecleimed the encry had openod his biggest offensive since

thz begirming of the jioter E 1“ope csn:algn.' Inasmuch as the Group had’ ap-‘
parensly-acyuired the tsxt of the Von Rundstedt Ordor of tne DAy since the
t refsrired to Lhis announce:snt as evidence of the at tack's scope.

tha attouh, this =2 ISUM declared that the enemy had decided to
iptive with his ressrves, and to gamo1e all on Llhe success
1 stroke.” This, instsead of awaiting inevitable a% térition
ix;anﬂ‘y Lo 3he point thet the Americans could .execute en wnd run
throzh bhe Third end Seventh U.d. Aruies aress. A high degree of surprise
wus ottained oy the enemy through skillful regrouping and launching of *
simultanzous attecks, the -2 candidly acknowledged., However, the enemy's
inbrent, funiatental weelnoss ol supply favored Allied repulse of %he
ngw uermnn counterblow, after 1ho ememy exhausted his long tims hoarded’
initinl sfaie sunplies, . : ' ' o ' -

umnnr - fwtrosnect Opinions

Fosb~-scampaign saplanations were, hdvenced on 15 January 1945, 31 July
anl I3 ﬂ«;an. “Actually, when the troup's December After/Action Report

.was issued én 18 January, the 3attle of the Bulge was still raging, bub

this document was meore ol a narrative summary rather than a current ana~

iysis in the same caetegory with daily and wedkly reports. 3Becauss thase

three cxplensiions were retrospect, their objectivity could be reastnebly
susnected, A primary valae of after-the-evont expoaltlons would bz thelr
ervior, If, after time hed permltted ravision of initial opinions, the e
arcup wes still w‘lTiﬂg to charechterize the Group's pre=Countesro?lensive = 7
expoctabions as nnch4ratu, this frankness might be accepted ss of jrectical-

val w, ™ . . e . N EI .3
bnﬂi g it was nore Iaflomwative, th 3 commentary is sdmsarized

Pirsh. This wes Lhe u=7's enulysis' o goeestions suab-

cmittoad by, Bhe distoriesl Section, ETD. While a Juﬂmnu nr'fensive or spollidg

athani haon eonsilared possible, the Jroup 41 nob bellew: ' '

pi SRS LT suapa iLd e riak=d. “Ahtention wes “ivén

sroiling ottt oo, nul Ul 2t u" wns' Lhoupht of a3 s l"f"l ‘.’.i.'.".-

rascitve, wes
nob, first asd

woeathers nwres

Y P . s
CTLLOT, Macaul:



Zn conbrast to the August wnterview-type statemggt b the G~3, the--; w
ST OUy puollnuel Lwo explanatﬁonu of the Lounterof:ensive l In passing, vredit

wall

Corps, p. &) Twelfth Army Gréup gubllcatzons d1d not. coni ain such uno:—'
' . . "'.. s . - -‘ .

Jescuive a3dbﬂ"¢uo

TOaT r' O“._.‘.,'-;TIL.--J, 1 Avl': 44 22 Ims 43, PP- 99-

Thuse Lwo noSt-u“mgul-n nub;;caulona werér”in the'main'fqp¢tes:fibm the:
15 Tezerder -3 ISUL.  “heir OP‘“lﬂellty consisted in rFemer¥s upon the attack's
cbizstives which were the YIUSE River, then AnThL?P. "Tho two publlcanlons -
wers the December After/Action Report issued on 18 Jenuary and "the u-z Flnal
Artar/Action lepoit covering the Europesn War, daued 51 July. :

Clronolopy = 'Curregt QE;nlous lG =19 Deuem or

16 December,
of the 0915 Jriefing of the Lommandlng Gene~a1 by hls staf¢, no
news wes in the Group's hands. "At least neither the G-2 nor the 'G-3 re-
upon the morning's eventis commsncing approximately three hours
(v, 15 Dec. Their comments were obviously hesed upon the orevibus
Aesﬂevt'nb the VII1I Corps, the G-2 discussed the movement and meaning
of the %“25th Infaniry Ulv*31on out o¢ L at sector, The u-3's only comment

was "no chenga." -

news wes 'provided by the V Corps u-S at 5900 to
Bl aruin RE:RERT and was ceceived by the. Group s TAC headguarters -

at C3%JAa, (12 A7 % Sitrops (Phantom Log), 16 Dec. Im L-520(11) L L
Plan’ om ws 11 Groun intelli ence and communications organization and
sure aalis were igned to each major command of the broap.' Fheantom's log
et TAd huniqu&ﬂ was the smt-ln source of information on sabord;nn*e com=

. the Group d.run" the 16th, - Curiously, no messages were’

n aring th° a; from the strickea VIII Corps.” Nome had been eniered
for et l;adt v week prior to the 13th, suggesting that eniries were made

enly Jor vomnands sxecuting opsiations. VIII Corps ertries. wite mede subsév
~am% to thn loth, [l:sssies were received during the 18th from the ¥V, VII,
A3, X111, KDL, X1 Corps, and et noon from the Leventh Army. nqsmuoh as’

the ¥V Corps was edjacent on the nor'th to the stricken VIII Corps, ap'm/&gﬁnrenfl'

m. :
-2 1Y
vy

RV
Parad some of th: oveniy's onsleught, missages from the V Corps Ehanto

stitubed “ho primsry source of informeation, A V Corps message 'received by’

Ehe rcup's MAL heesdjuarters at 07304 stated: "situntion unciianged duringnight;
nernl peirol andartillery act;x"r Look placo. .. .5 Theu, oL TELCA arrlved
the follwwing initiel infermetivn: C e c-

pative slony viols frent tFis morain, 108 2iv
s7.e1ll rumber of eneny in eress L8ZH0 end U693,
snal?l erre fire. 92 Ziv repori r oreonterutteck
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v %
4 2?:3 ....o. & \»ric . ‘~  \‘tj\rr.&l

' e.,gdnm }9.. ngﬁ; .m arve FO30Y, wnd ancither in oren. x&sz&., ,
: ...3.m-:imm caemy gatral acthity emtinumg. , S

' -’ﬁse 106%h mvia.ie*x waz & VIII Corps oowsni, snd the a9tk (? Gar;@) "ot
sdfncsnt oa Bho narid, Thm, althnugh iné;iruat, thix g tha rm } i
o ‘_ahsu% ?shs &'HI fsm'ys . RN = -

: V¥ Gorps BEDS uﬁdﬁ - Law umu Wﬂn‘k ﬁw mth, bx:f:. mﬂy
,rapashaﬁ fsiw gmrality ‘Fhat, snsry pressurs continved. Two hours after the
ira'!; iafema"iw mxmg&. the Oroug maaiw& ona at l}.ﬂs to the ﬁff&ﬂ%ﬁ
! - &l whola . ase .

’f BAOTC {mi }.tm%}.eiw m z*sein;; dealt awz v

lowa — "iinmy m&a pan@%:rn{';s.m af sppmx 50*3 ?;xu in aren F“)M

S eariy Bhis sf’*’&z‘&aan; bk position aoy rostored in that ares sad palin encwy
o effort is now in ares 0207 where heavy figh ting smtimm. Rmin&ar o Gwpa '
| front 2o ohenge in i'rtmif mm, wee® S , :

wma m "Erwéag grcssm a‘a‘.mg B.“} iy Dront centinma. -

esn

20404 v mﬁy’ pmssure ,mintamm age.inﬁ; 99 mv. .*."_‘) RER

Tha % rsi: i ztaryrotatim of the day'a aﬁm&a was hsuad wb »5000, and
ceubiuned ageinst overwsstinebion of the mesning uatil tho saseult's sapnituds
wes move dsfined. (ITE, B} This view wes cxprosssad in tho (2 Pericdie,
113004~ E1E00 Dooanbar, issusd nesar aldaight. Gualibty of the aix divisions
iavolved, smmll sesle sttacks, "snd ths aporrent isck of loag rangs cbjeotives
woald sssm o lindt the endmy’s threat. XNovw exsstly, the suemy appoers to
be ?gumhing s :iimsiawy sttazk to foras Yhe burried withdrawal of
our divisiens from the itel COLOCHE and SAAR Biver avess Lo meet $ho BIFFEL
thrast,* The atbasks weuld not. “be regsrded sa s mejor Jomg ters threst™

- unbil thedr megnitude fdovessed more wokesively, wr wtil G :mfa ot m
,;-_Sixi.h as Pmer M'w e soymitie X ¢ rombe

S nw:iag tht cemf B:ri ng m‘; oazs, *kiw s.wz diconxﬁa& ﬂu ttimew in aone
- uzosion with hie mm “the Firet ftay sros, but hlws pesssinent of ite

- wesning weas lioited o aqumrlcdgmm% that “the aneny weak fram the dee~
rensive pelloy bo; afzsmi‘w mzﬁty. {V, 17 bea} ‘Dbjestivas, strnw,
Cbaekles ward nok He dosoribel the chenge a8 coawanoing with w -

. beavy vrkillery gwm&n 1m pgrt-iauiarl; dn the VI s ¥ Corps seotoca, -

S Dfaatey soustorstlasis of conpay Lo ruglmontal strongth sonsentrated. Wi*

L merily in the wga&mm;; pd of tha V Carps and ihe nerihern of the sdisesak =
o {mouth) VIIL Cobps.  Sevim now Sivislousl ldsntiffoations lied been wmde, at=
T tbowgh only bwo R TOW g:rz'nm}s in fhe wesk. The Pollowing 16 asﬂsiona

e &1%% imi b@e& i&m?ifiod - t!w ¥ w& vzxz pra fronkay o o
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Wth thc acquisi.!:ion ar sﬂ&ztzm dah d&;ag thc daf, un W*im

*. . of the oneny's intent was uoted Su the G-2 Pericdic lssued Bt zsea. Loz *!ma

. .perded of 1618001718004, (311, B) "IN appoers thed o s s

o elTensive has beom laumaked by the snsuy, the 1¥ 58 ?m viston g»wig* |

o iccowmrd ST, VIRH (PBEST) end MALMZVY (zfaes} Lrrom ]

IS ¥ Y | me L‘fimian ving 3

0 dcounents Sndiceled ! ITH to be the. “‘ﬁrﬁ; nhjmtﬁ:w
. Ufellowsd by sxpl

tations to the west mnd nectlenat, pows , g
9 - Antant appears #2331 to Yu the relief of ews strong
COLOGHE smod SAAMR River ssotors #nd the coistinusd threst of

n ﬁiVMo -, Adl e

7 Usteady pressurs o the centesl VIII Corps front, Should Hhe seey belices

LR

- 4he objentires monbionsd im $he praum wdor o
: ares 8%, ﬁﬁz - high groumd W ad 8% « havs been

" that ha in subteedin- in tda countereoffensive, 1t & not lwpeesible that
. the cther kalf of the Siztk 59 Penter Aemy will stieupt ko drive to the
;Eswttm:t a;lm:g tha mss R&m frm the gowui araa u!.‘ mm (vor77)."

This mmm sst 2806 m sigmﬂom for m ens. Pirat, ths

- @ro@'; G2 referred to the emsmy’s cbjectives for ihe Pirst time sinos the

sassult began appz*u:mtv,ty 0830 aw thu 18%h. Second, 'm G=2%8 information

- soures en-the stisok’a abjw‘b&w 7] cpuuiﬁsd t& cgptfttd doamh. mti:bsr
" 4han mz;ing eﬂgim:. o , : ‘

O.'.' aalicnt interest ia tht pa!.nt tha’b the G-R'a ,
upon o document dealing with only ony sspect of ﬁba Cynatér-offeasive, Opore=
tion OHELF, (I¥I, B, 17 Deo) Osrmen records will' douthless define the
relativo importance of GREIF, snd more or lesa welue o4n be asxigned leter ¢o
tha doounent annoquslug 2%, But the PTwelith Arny | ourrently prediosted
its enmlysis upom this GRETF dooumont, spparently ledkimg other inlformation.
Pamgx'aph I stateds “Higher Hg plasasd to inolude in the sttagk the cperations

'OREIFY. Paragraph 7 vesds Publicstion below ba. inve .&y )ﬂm wads M

e mm " nmasn ¢ connsetio, the point i m&
o hwcd decusents diﬁ not faslu’s tha !u:iu doemt , Grdar of tha

. ',w, 16 &mw‘ b;r the C. in 0, mat. Genoral mq&m Vda Bumdetedt,

o *'sem;ua of the Wt Froutl Your grest aa«’m wrived. lerge sbe i

tw!rins armies have starbed saatuet the iﬁslv‘mm* 1 do pop km‘kﬁ o

. f;m{m with you the holy obumﬁm to wm mstbhs ’m udmw m |
' vr_r,haymd hm p«sibintin tnr o AT
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2%, i w..gq . hqm

BEH ;iy's«g‘:?ég‘mm 6, 10 Den 46, In 50 file, L861-(2)

maibily'%au al ﬁra:i ey m cr othur z-snkin.;, oﬁf&esr&, imlwiin% the G2,
'ﬁig};ﬁ hw.s h%_u psrsmn,y im‘;‘cu‘md of thia. ?’oa Rmﬁat&dt Grdsr‘ of i:ha Doy

hiam eaptwai _‘mw’a, par&iwhﬂ}' ﬂw,%}r&aﬂ of 'l;hl\ M, 18 &wsmmmg
by the ermanders of the Arsy Oromp 3 and Filth Panper Army. All of thege
Jdocwmenia, Snalmmxg ‘the Voo Rundstedt ome, ware tekun from the body of a

i}az'zm offiner he 106th Divisien (VIII prs,,r ¥USA) o the 16th.. ,

R L?oam:ssat&; édi&,nﬁﬁ mt‘le::t intarpi‘o‘l,atiw emm&ary on'fbhs a&taak‘;
oow L{;*ifiowa.eﬂ FR e , | | ’

T

o .'.'

'19' saeb&;rmi -

'?’:w apgvamals of tho ai od&tiaﬁ waro atgta,i on this data, aad they wars
tha last to beluads In enront roccris t}mugh the and of Dosember., They
thersiors consd itutad the GI'O\lp’s ;»ys.zzﬁ.on a8 oi' the 19th and the lsat cure

roubly axpraa&m ma. ,

(1‘ Amarﬂ" : to tha dsily wz Paricdle fop t‘x& day, it was “necoming
mere eud ugre ‘ovident thei the prospnt ensny esgault- om the EIFFEL sres is
a theroughly planned, deliverate, 'milecut’ offensive.” (I1I, 19 Deo} ¥o
covmants wore mads ‘upon the o vctives. The anticipation wes oxpressed thas
& few of the daemy nvailable ervas would ba commitied, sither to oxpleit
the LDIFIEL- ﬁuakim, - 1 hmem another thrusd in cow-ordinstion with
the BIFFEL mje. Thred arecs werc Specified wns ocontalning an unusued buildup;
i’hla.-{%.m‘ﬁﬁ;f'KHSﬂZzJ ms:ammawmmmzmmezm»sr. mmm; am! @im
HONCHAU 'c’{oiaiﬁyn L

IR (?} Thy aaem umi mcsra inmtmﬁw o!: ﬂw Grou;a's thiakmg was thﬁ
L se.opinion deslered: i  woekly G-2 Intalli o Sumpary for. tho wek sading
1&&&9& Duceiler, bt issued oa ths T#h, I, 1‘1‘ m; i3 mlysia @f‘ th!.s

e Lﬁm mm ﬁmfonwing wﬁn&m -

10 Bhe Gagndtuds of the stbask e desoribed i the lepd sembeuso

e m; z:sa'ﬁa Yo euemy on 16 Nocouber opoued his biggest offensive sineo &y

| begimung of the csmpeign in Western HURGFE.”

Infarned the aoldders of the eiern E’:ma‘:

Mere sgsﬁifinanyg RUNDSTEDE
] of & - )




".ength Lea ﬂ01n+ psrm;ttlng an American ST. l 'and run' through the_"
Third and us"enth Armies! sectors, Gommitment ' available reserves,.
howaver, seemod likely to be foroes, due to inor asing infantry wesknes§

end dnllkellhhcd of" suff1c1sqt repldcements. This 19 December ISUN ex-
pleired: "‘he enalély with CAEN and ST. LO has % broken down. The
.eneny deulaed not to awa1+ the 1rov1tab1e resu1t9|f Yhe wearinr down procesr
‘Fe dcecided Yo Eeiie'*hc initintive,. to commit HiSYreberves momenterLly, end - .
to gamble ell on th 12 suscess of =« single, bold atf%ke. The situation re-. "’
sc*blna thet at LCETAIK, in-that the enemy massed rorcg§ to bresk tbro:vh et

ol nt to -cut the Alliad bottleneck et AJRANCHES ' :

L -'
) g, Success’ or ﬁamlure of ‘the enemy attampn were descﬂlued tbus.

s in this elfort wlll be ssriously damaglng to the' American ferees;
rellare will te ligestrous to the jermans; In view of the desperaste nature
of Lhi='1»"1s1un, the enemy must be expected te bring to besr all svaileble
Terces on the grounl end in the wir and 6 employ SYery wsapon at his com~
‘mand with tF3 ;"“nwle zxception of gese"

Notable for iis candor was tbe G227 dlscussi cn of tbe eneny's
n crgerizing trs u04u+aroffen»1\e. The s¥ill in rpgrcuping and
hie simultensous atcacLs ac%1eved & high. degree of surprise.! The
. nfQ Yaren naun.uage of' advrerse weather, wh;ch had restricted Allied
reconneissance, anc by rizid radic silence "skillfully regrouped his fcnces
and leunched attacks simultahe eously at Tive placeés alcng seventy miles of .
ths centrsl part ol the Western Frornt," e had also disregerded terrain by
threwing armor intc sectors ™ considered ill=sdspted for the use of tenks,
"le siruuic weally held aress which had been quiet for many weeks."  In order.
welniein reximun surprise, his al ‘tecks in’ meny ereéns were initislly light,
Lling reconneissance in force. In faet, "it wes noi until the nléht o
-17 uccember het he showed h 1s hend completely by . ut111z1"" eirborn
end making his sreatest air e {fort since earlj in the NORMA DY

A
T
'L oo ™

1aunnh-ﬁ-

.
Soanust i
4-3
=
&

':~1| e

Sy

tpbinlsm concorning iezeau of the ‘German efzort wes dep °rﬂe"+
on oﬂ the enemy's oupply woekness, This conditlonkeg funda-
iz hes undoubtedly accumuleted supplles over a puricd of time’
oruses of the of fensive, the enemy's inherent probvlems of
sort were, however, fundamentelly important. The Group's G-2
ey to attempt living off *Ee country ané captured duhls.

Lrrassing railheeds arnd communwcatlons, "the Ifull power of

fensive should dimini sh ranidly cnes his initisl hoard of

1’..&.\.‘5 iesd, "
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“the Pald pcsm" 0? his of‘fmiw mtﬁ & sixgh blow evidontly eiwad a‘a
ronching the Hauds, from Licge to Givet, with the tmjaat A ul‘bimat's’&y
g}i}* et-ar»atim twﬁ Br'ass:azs s:aé énth'avpe -

.&s ite: qmﬁeimﬁim 'm tha }‘agsim M Group’a biutwiwl pn?slﬂ Dl

- tion, PINAL EFTIN/ACTION NUPCRT, $he 0-2 Section, discusued the Ardenisu
v Srfonsive in w Pivsapage am;ﬁm*eg it 8330, (Vi) The Diret two pores
. -praphs wers lerpoly gquotes Dres ‘10 Depemlixiy Ge8 ISUN, sicilsry to the
7 Gmoenber Ai‘w Aétim Rep&’% CPhe WHlrd pearsgreyh also dealt with the
s : shony, whacess the mlzam;mf; Peges Weva
i a4 sith o dsgarip ?;ina ei‘;bgsiuﬁm Lrom tha Joth ememrd., ﬁais -
Cel guded ;m-agragh s*faﬁa& ﬁm’{: the Tloeth 38 Panser frey “wus given the
U mdsmion of deiving throtsh Yaimedy te Liwge, to oub off i:lm Pirst w g
- Hinth Asariess Atuiss from ?.!w Areloe to the snsuth and to securs & poBle
0 tion Jtoag the Ueina, - Ouey ihld was secomplislied, the German plenm ews
¥ - vingged » sentinaation of :};'iw Sowards dnimarp. %0 wrast this vibal
C perd froa the Allfen mud ko ‘ot el the m'&ti -aad Causdien forcos $n
. Hevisad freon the rest of ‘tho A1liod fordss.™ ® scuthern Jrive was male
Ty Twnbowfel?s F1fHy Pabzer Aewy, spesrbusded hy tho end Panger Livisien.
Ths rAsslon was to drm atradght Lhrough to the Mewse ab Dinant and Semwe
::.:s.r’ hald the :e.:*hm’:x ‘#iad ofthe delve. On ths axtrers south of thy
© O drive the Corssn amth oy agtwbai& inko Laxw%mg et Eahtarwh in
'azz af:‘fwt k2 x‘wwtvura m m{pﬁtns. uf’ the szﬁ M‘:y._ o

"‘ 28 iurus'b 1045

\Tm*i“ms gm im o eg!l'&‘biﬂ!l COBRA, ilm mma to ﬁm SIBGVRIED
- Lit, and e Atﬁmﬁl&?p wors submitted uy the Histiorloal Sestlom, USFEE (awg,
T o 19 July 7945, 4o Bfige Gaws Heury U. Lewls, D C/S, but thay wers answersd
by Brig. Geomb A Franklin Eipler, =3, an 235 August, {X) Four of the .
. ARDEMIES Questions dealt with the Group's appreissl of the ersmy capebilities,
t% - anbleipation of Ghe X M prctaoz‘.iw m. m& the W'; wwa@aw
' o :(““5‘011 ol the ;mgk’s! t;ya [ ) 7
a i'z:\ow m‘srua,; a,h, .Jmti‘pm by tﬁe Gmay’u %;-5 im:ludim- ‘sows M
I ‘ e Ticens when woutued soms sewsn wonths ‘afber the sveni %
© 7 “When tims had peryitted forbation of wquivocsl sxplenations. The “espability
- 7ot a Serman offentive or Fepoiling attadk? hed beon discuased (Jurling Dessss:
L her) ol wm umiﬁm‘ed g asibility, It was not bellsved, howevor, thet
¢ the onemy would risk ek ¢fleasive of such #ize and scopp a3 sctually took
T cplasa,” The possibillty off su enemy apoiling sttesk In the mm;s eros
| Urews pecopuized, bab b wps the opinion that sven 1f thay broke through thers
thay would heve' my"hingo With mater sttecks going on to the nourth end seuth
’%.?z& m#.&htad risk: ﬁng tha &W&a‘% “&w :25.5312:1;" held was

ply to & guary soncaralag the - .
P mtim, *:&w Geed m:aa: He how e!:a‘iak, seriy Decosbar i:hnz 2% siiviaim
: Vsmz"a W&wz& M%%BMKWMﬂd mswmg. m&mxmmw
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angar and’ panzer b‘dnadxer tﬂpes. 'It was oe‘iev&d bilat these lei gona T
Led been concaqtra ad’ 09p051te Qur majdr ponetration o the Siegfried; Lind'_ :
for the’ nurposa of orushing any attempt to cross.the Rff R ‘River énd _adyands
to tho X' TVUE, &uQWer1Jb tho followip question about pluns to mest thia
enzuy threat, the (-3 referrs d to a 30 huvember propOSu« -plaa to entiap -’ .
end Jestroy ‘this concontration west of the RHINE, but" 3 was rejected be~ *

_ caasa of 3ritish unprspuredﬂaas to lnunch a ma*o* a*tl“tilnﬁ due to the : °
difiieall J of m;-svu terrain. o -_ : _-: i Tt

‘_nu QuastLon was vo;ntedl: asked 1; the aroup oxpsctod the Vi1x borps b

_to nold 1q the Pvant ol a lar;e-suale ok (Srman attaok, - and what ware '
tha ralqlo:ce.unt ‘plans? ueneral hiblar rcplied it was, uelievad the VIiI &
Covpa with, the Jtn Armored D1V1sion in reserve could hoid against an abtack
o?"the 'size anticipated,” If it were greater than the VI Corps could cops

#ith, First and Mhizd Armies reserves were available for rqPid reinforco- &

ment on the two flanks. ' . : i

Yo,

The que tion was asked that if the Group did not conaidor the enemy
capablae of an allmout offensive darinb Dooember, what wvre “the _principal
factors obscur;né the enemy situation? Bad weather was the' answer, - It .

"

probxbited “°u11 offective news of air reoonnuiasanco.;" ,ﬁ o

.As %o the arOJP'S c:rliest reoognition of the all-out ucopa of the_
abtack, the Group reached that oconclusion on the night of'16~17. . The .
‘ensiyhs alr and airborns efforts and 1dont1ricution L elemgnts of the Sixth
Fanzer’ 5r@y led to th at bellef. N L '

Ve Forwardiggﬁof Data’
A, vorwarding to Higher Headquarters. .

o Opiiions and deta from the uroup ware expresssd in published . | .
1s;4aﬂvea,_the G=2 Neo'lj Intelllgonee éumnarias end deily Periodics,
rnunur then in mesua~e;. evc. . _ .

...._

3. Zecezipt froa Jubordinabszs, . " .

: ;n‘s *OHLJ will be traa*ed chronulogically.  irst will be the
Fre-Clounteroriensizs "uPLOd then Receipnt of Attack News, 13=18 Jscember, -
Iréilmlnaxf o a liscussion of each 18 a summary. :
, (1) Summary

_ Durir,- th: Pre-Counterofien3ive period the Jroup dil not receive
valaebls impeading attack evidaincs from subordinato commands, and the
sourcss of the 3= ronceptions of the e-smy capabllifies and intentions
wero largsly wnlisclosad, with only the barsst indication of oHALF as. a
sourc¢e. .'ollowing the onslaught on 16 December two divisions capturad .
certain documonts on thet daAy which pointed to tho magnitude anl objectivss’




of thqqéarman 570w. They we "” L. in C. Tiest's Order of’
. runounciig the action Lo Get ""“droes,'one deseribing -Oper
.f_an. J:vnfu‘_u+qar ocuﬁent“'o; B, “01a vc*y mlnor Jafure."
tu_i 2 is the Tasis Jor Huuﬂ“bl.a that ¥ﬁe Groap prooably rece ivaa the gist '
—g} nob ‘he',ezt of th undsﬁad‘ Order, on the 17%h, where f the.. aroup-
111 possess the texts of thh o‘her “ocunenua anl so pun‘;sb them on i
e 17uh. no_?irst Army wired b folur<page lntelligence S gmery at 0430
P y o= .
hich 110*Jde1 & _desaription of the Ordpr, bu nelther uhe
15 s7eil ‘\;lﬁ@u“l that the Gr oun ra er I3

3_1; rieelipt, 01qﬁp9 er'_
e . Greup recgrds iid'not contalil g a2
f ments, . or a ugyrua+ ~1la co;xebt1un DL cho . Jetarmlqaulo
_;ueﬂu_ i dat Js'kanbmlzslon %9 the Sroup wad necessarily 3 tqiuea throur
Tobner dourses,. INse were thi G-D woekly Intelligence aummnry ‘and daily

foe LN DA 3y

of ﬁhl-h incldalad” andexes. To repeau, the ISUl's gnd_«
thy 5ol sources for anglysis on rece-pv_ox da%a,  .ae

| e

-

{ ~

) Dre— ununrofien51va Per;od

or, the J'oup did npt'recalve reallstic, ifpen jlhg

s abordinate, commands, und svidsce was ‘neglipible ¢
1ntetli'ence' coqceptlons Lroa SHASF or any other
quarta‘Q._ Only one 3$tensible imponding atta"‘ data aa;J‘

‘zom.t ¢ 106tn qﬂ ision, through the T;II Cxeps and’
.',Jp._,-he da,a ‘mzntionel increasinag anluh;af Lralf
_or, bub the uroun'__u- thought a divisijpnal .z

ik accounted for the activity, whils 1vo'v1’

sre more Ghe Sréro; ai}ve of h*-h

dn_;$“?4bvsi_thbm extens’ J“l withols

oy B - . : [T
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v :~Qrﬂiﬂ; s tho Group'a‘ " _ 3 -
- Gorps .zone, veliculer treffic was. obsorvod no _,.hﬁh frum ORMONT (LOOQS)
ARD BRAUDS!ICZID (PYBBL).. Should these movemenWi'jrd¥e "6 be of & divisiomal '

}hv scale, 18 infentry D171slon would be the most Nikely' cendidete ror a shift

to the newly devalopia danger gone.” (I1I, B rthor notice wss taken
“of this by *he G=2 during His report at the Com ding'Goneril'uBriefing
et 2915, 15 Locemder. (V, 15 Decg He said the 3R%th Infentry Division
had moved from the northeran T1II {lorps sector, thﬁ movement probably ac-
codnting for 'to observed vehicu ar activity. - ' :

Indizations of iq.or*nﬁion sources cou¢d be lqbically oxpscted within
Lhe ,zxuhry G=2 issunaces, the weelly xnialflvence dummery and daily Periodic
Cniy *he laelloec. provilel such sujiestions, but they concernsd th2 order of
“battle typo of information, not in:srpretative Pommenta.

o IS d1scussed vvurall enomy stretegy and problems of the Western

*ow*, e hizh lavel analysis that might be t'e prerogative of a supswrior
“ar’w‘nn‘nﬂa, Such as JI"AiF, lHowsver that might have been, the Group ex-

tensively discussed such subjects, but did not cite information sources,
ourely SHAsF u=2 ISUM's and other intelligenoe data wes received by the
sroup. if 80, and if SHATF was the source of some data and commant tary con-
tained in the Jroup's own I3UM's, no intimation was offered in the IsUM's
of Jctobur, Kovember and 1-15 December, This was true of both the text
anl the annsies of the ISUll's, Nor did the texts contain indirect credit,
®.ie+s phrases such as 'according to SHATF,' 'GHAEF sources,' eic

The oulg conerete yvidenco of LHAER as a pre-la Je,embo* 8CUr:e wWas re~
fls:ted in annaxes to the daily G-z Periodics, There was only & single in-
stancy o en annex belng.devoted entirely to a SHAEF provided subject. Anaex
Je Lo the 5 Deceiber Psriodic was titled HIJGHER FCRIFATION COLLIANDS, a thraee=
rege comuentary and list paraphrasing the $UAaF DIGEST #170, 23 Noverbow 1944,
Anzexod, howsvor, to the delly Pericdics wero Order of 3attle Wotes, whizh
invariehly devoted one or wors raragraphs to FJALF meteriel emou_ their so-
sroximetely a lozen puragraphs, Uuch peragrephs of half a dozen lines or
36 con?luded withs "SIATF COMVENT, ..." A tebulation of tue 03.lotes,
1-15 Decembar, totaled 33 instances, with sach day represenisd oy one to
five 3ueh puregrephs, except none on 13, 12 Uecember, rur exemple, tha 1
Jsramber Wotas centeined the ollowing:

":e A moderats source rpis bhat on ¥ lov 'paratps for special
tesks' Loncing the number Z0 wore nassing throagh 1:,“"
Boand fos TMLBECK (A13) . S ’A.’u. SOLENTs 11 true,
should Helung tn 3 Freht Lis.  Jdut source s given
grroling Bic den'l”icntﬁnne.

Relerencis Lo cuacan's other Lunn ALK weso also L'aw an the ur up's
Jo oanl el larl dizee Although Lo TLouts Aiscunided Lo oor .*bh, the
e Ay oany Yo CTabh LD Arny uronp ires s, uw oalluall PRI BN
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of anomy regimental ordsr-
"been obteined from the . j.ut lrmy'q q-z‘ '
‘Periodic 152, 14 Dooomber, oontaindd af’ &

<A | DIVISTON-TY MEMORTAN, proaured from, the |
% R ."_ _; . _'.. -_--".n ‘r 7 _._' T l. )r_-.);.' e 2
N (3) Recoipt of .M'.tack Néws, 16 - 19 Docambe
. .-:Al\’l - -...-",1”1. )

X ;'- Records of tho Group poin’cod to t\m.p.
tha first fow days”gf the. rgountpruofi‘snsive, vthioh" »p
buted largely if not exolusively to the Group's svaluafl
"up to and inoludin&, 19 %em&r. Perhaps companders. oL

L .
o

X5 ’

b - tolpphonod 1nform,at1on, b\ﬁ; the Group s reocords, di uoﬁ__" r

o . . Pogsibly officer courier or ‘othel" means were émple 2? '
‘manifested smong the records. To repeat, % the ‘£o))

S " Group's 1uformationa1 sourges. 15-19 Deger §

official records._ Clai-n is not il;
wors nvailablo : "3 ;

s ve - _._,_

' fhe GrOup's sgurces of m'"'
.o gy ad, nivet "".. . .-:fs
3"f-.,.::?—.‘r o e el BT e

: Phantom wa

organfzation, and sofme unitg_,‘,_oi‘

_. Group. Fhantom's Log st the. Gr. :

In passing, mention ia ud_a_ ‘Ehat tho
'J

: istod, thers. waa
_the TAG's 1cg, t bout th
_(12th A gp, G5 Sitrup_l Cm;nt -'-Lﬂcg)

ows )

' Group TAC at 0930, "nom'—y'gr'c ery £
¥ corps fromt; the 106th Divisisd regertsd
otc., Follqwing Chat message, V and V1T
at approximately “two hour,_ J.ntervala throyeh
though the VITI Corps was the ch.’,,ef vigs
on its front wes ;fia tbe v Corgs. Th"

Curzously, I].- -
ation auout t‘ag 8 +ack

from the inactiva VIII Corpa. J: 3
hdps no Phan.om team was, locatod at VIII “Cor
. sive command ‘and there was nonu on duﬁ_ '
the lath._ The Phanuom Lob for the 17{: ¥
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j_doguman*s e capturod ‘on . the _morn

" {V Corpsd’dnd ths 106th, Pivision (vrn—
of the suﬂdng Counteroffonsiva. The most.
document_ was the Order of. the D&y. Deae
Chisf ‘u'est. FieldMarshal Von Rgndatodt'
German férces.  This was supplemented by
“of .the 4rmy u’I‘O‘JP B and_ Fifth Pg.nzer Y

» Rundstadt's Order was motho 3

_w‘udx mntioneri gertein d‘bJoctivos. ;,?}'1_1

" cliding th- Twslfth Army Group, ‘receive
_,Rundstodt Ordqr on the. one, hand and/
patlng cornnands ‘chaing weru 991'.11 -Di

' 10oth Divi:ion, VIII corp - FU

e Briefly, evidenc :
the Von Rundstedt Orde'r.

: As' : th
by ‘their presenis as Annex {S g
h, ’\vhlbh was @aueo. 1 459 A De

_ Bpgausa of the ‘a-sic ‘6h ¢ Y
other antured documerts. 2 ohdﬁ'__' ) 00K A ellyns of t}‘ezr ..;-,nsmissmr. Pl
is approépriete.  For ccnvanienoe,_ he: Ripmds .glocwvent w111 be’ ﬁermi Order,

" end ‘-he e+‘~er dccun-e-lts 'anerall“ grou ed és the o+f=er documents. S

"“11 Qnth ..,:w s:mn ob a{nci t}te

A c0p ¥ or the r'ler wek +aken fr'oh ‘a Py during the morning of the le‘l:b
A, 15t jnwa ion, ‘:941711 Imrntry, 99th.L;.‘d:siun, {Div. “Lavel, pp. 67,
3 eﬂ;menual 5-3, when the"

"14», In(,k cxP "hu lc-nbdF'E,e, .




.muuiffely "”;lzai hic un.t faceﬁ en ; tatiqn 19r 5rea*er

: The JC nromptly got news brek to the rezfmentel and

Crder ltvels wed sent swiftly wp t*c¢ 1line to ¥ Corps, ‘the® .

Tha L'r[a 2onlod Lthet the texd \ruoted in records) was pﬁ od tb Corpa
G=C by the T0MNtg G-D et lnuCA. y Corps, p. 16) Corps, ii¥ busn, plaeed .
the ,ex‘ as raregrarh 3 \,cn lines) into its Speciel Intellligence cummery - --
tor 167C, er interpuletoed ILLL hetween the ruguler ones: of 1P0C and 19C0,

(¢ Curie, piee 7o 17) This mezmege wos cend Y U and 3--2's df “We VI

er? 111 Toreps, lst Livisicn, Zth Armared Civ end oCI, 2B-T 1¥th Ada uroup.
Ofliciel Cie r.ﬁ tlon did net includo ke First Arpmy. lLowever, the mea:nbc'
frop the OF sivisicn was wrnx,ted the army, /2, G=3, and 1Ly, sceording
to retetions i the rescage contained in the 4=2 Journe? file,. Corys hngd
rejorted recelvin, the toxt by phone from the 09tk division et 13534, yet,
the . rit Army ra;orted in its G=2 Journal File thet it had rocéived a
mestaze frcm v Lorps iving the text at 12444, (Tusa, p. 77, FL3A's

neEre, ,‘r«lﬂu;nf thz toxt) wre entered in the journel file at. liuu.

Tte “ece % times were not.belenced, but the fect remsined traet V Torps

end U3A records cortuined tho texts as of mid afternoon of the 1&th,

%

Threough VII1 Conpu to ?"ah-

, ceived tre Order from two sources on ite ¢5tb, Lroz the
T Corps ak 2110, ‘emd its owa 106th Civision by 2310, though tre w*cn and
‘n"w from the 178th were rot clear, Zvidence was 1rckin- tha* f!c PR
3 JiZA or forwerded ‘the Order end/or the ciler documents,
ssed the documents except the Rundstedt Jr"er by-nicnight.
ceme from VIII Corps.

4s noled sbove, tho V Corps capturec the texi un Lle rorajrp of th
1ith, and .t it on “Le wire as part of its Specisl ISU st 1200,. Also
rs noted, VIli Lorrs wos on Lhe distridbution list. The VIII Lorps Iiled
the 1oul ir ils U=2 Jnwnrl file as m.ssage 90, at T120. Thus, the
VII1 Corpu ¥vad o of’ the text by midnjght fror tte V Corps,

Aocumoni?s tre: suission wes ratier iavelved. 4
nessage Wy ro :d by Ve G=2 at 1320 frowm the 4C4th Inlantr; steticg:
"Possille 182 Vy Liv and 117 Inf Div documents tekex {rom cilTlcus iwdfeate
lerge senlu atks to we mede by Jermens. Trenslaticns felluwin " (Viil
C'rrs, p. 37j. Thils regimentel messa e wns repeated to var;s len minutes
late by the .ivisic., ouitling the -rsf two wvurds, Then, st 1:l0 orps
wWLS ngai meugrgod by the 106th:  ".e have ﬂeaﬁureu document Lit) Iits of
irfo, ‘woull likw 30 ¢ ccte to CF efter it,™ Notico to the Corps “cok
anctier rorm. Accerling t the VI Lorps, a messwtc wes recelved Iroa tlo
136t} eldrossed o Ionarck ¢ \vil1 Corps G-I steli- ‘6 t‘ﬁ. § J0U hed
roerived "Treguertary reperis of prelimirvary exa:i wetion o ¢ onoabor o0 drcu=
wartsesd” {1bide, Thee pithenticity coulé vot Bhen be udgcd, roas

~ A S -
oy o Ll s

vha Tl been vis radlo fron igolated units who might fiud

[

SSS5S)




it 311 zer tlw orisin cl:. A list oi‘ ! everal dacunenbs e
#nd & s1i_ht deserip +icn was orov ed by the 106th. - Th. . ’irst listed- wp._.a: Rt
A .. Miy-a prealemation signed Ly R UTEDT, addressed to aff s _of . the. TR} t :
nelY. {Thi: ¥as, elso heen found in V' uurps:sector).__; ’gacetpt time:
: s Lthis moossgs was nolh .uatuu, but the’ t;ped report on”h-E fessajse File
. s+£+1unu55'aas filed semery; bhie é?xtéfgf the docuients, l'cf which were-
=0 placed ia the Uorps I-2 Journal Fils et 2319 on the lett _Another. LCORY. v
T wes Tiled on Ll 178N et 144§. LY : r |
a . . B '. _":
e 7 wow Lhe FI1T J‘?‘ps Br coirad 'E‘;e ’text -or tflrs 'Order from tbe
%’1 au the *‘Fe" &ocuman,é was- not nl%nr. Innsmuch e&
- 3:2 Papriodic. 152 400-162400 Decenbe - tained a two
; re tex¥ts of *He kqustth Frder a*' arie of the . - .
¥ ﬁhcl;l _ Lur fL mnst have dventiu IT received t}is."“
. _ P.128) o -ver, tgﬁ'Coer G2 _ou?ng’ for the 135th, . ss..
- 2 ».anter the fect thet '@ copy | hed beeh received, .o
A ---, ) Vention wes mede that otlér oommands' 1s§uar{ces hed been re-" : .-
.- : Pzcinps, an.huﬂh #s the 1UGth had- so ‘requested in its messnge of *
Shd lorps sent For the _ncHn=*'* Jurau tha azteruonp o evenxnb. '
S Mrer trera in ‘Ho LI Corps possess ion-bj 231G. (“III Corps, p. 37) .
ot gzt =;*-hr= s phrit of tﬁo Corps =2 uoanal ‘}1= ol tbe* time, ac~ :
- ap ¥ Lhe 1.u; holesidi,, Iﬂc;udxrg the Von Rundstedt:Grder, they -:
. wen frend ; rFizd by tre 0/3 mear 4& of +be IOoth's .G=2 ueotncu. (Ihld )
- In_s word, *he V111 -o*ﬁs ‘passe. ued tbﬁ tezt of the Von Runﬂstadt
Order by miini b ef the 1loth, bav1nb recoived it from two sources, the V .
" Corps en! its. own 1P6u“ Livision “trangely, nevertheless, the Corps G-2
e Fariolic 1%L, 13740C4-1724004A, dxﬂ not. 1nq1ude the text of the Von Aundstedt
. - Orler, whercees it 112 thq"e of the severel other docunen+s. VIII Corps,- )
T. 58] ifor wdd the Ven ”unﬂstedtie’%rlater puolishoa in subseﬂuen‘ Corﬁs
+~2 Faricdies, ¥ . . '

i’""'

mce that VIII Corps ngified First Army sbout the

i

s vido
_Gréer and ure st‘ﬂr locunents,  Yot, SUSA puh;lshed the texts of all decu-
. tnent o é;&apt AN @?@ Rand_.ed+ Drder 1n its G-2 e*loi‘c fer 18 Deoevbor,
: ond lusiridwi their codlent ia its OIS 1u00A:24”0A. (Fi154, p.. 32)- v uorps
h@f_cnli Ehie Zun’stedt rder, whereas Viiz Corps pessessed .all the documents
- i if renscnnzle’ b essime that FUSA ghts! ragthn docutients, 8xcept the
~ antletedt et Ll fIiI vorps, bat wk n and how wau_lxuxp 'ggble.
. e .. . :
e oo s ﬁ:::'-ULA'b-Réé igt el ?Qrwurd:n; ¢l' trs rder

- The fire' Afny roreolved énd-tr@nsmittud't‘e s.hstahce of tle Actadl
3 ! . " ! . PP s 7 E . -
oo AN 1uid, oo ven, how, and from whom FI3A obtained ha Urder ars
t T PR SO A 25 8 S r:celv»d,t?c:zezt_fr?m ¥V vorps, Ha"p[hres' 1 . 2nbly
: Hadl Ol "A inﬂr lrufr ity Apperer t i, "
u ¥ ""Lbu‘ P
-0 Za.) IflE WARIANL DT A Secalr a2,
roup, otu,



B At 12444 FUSA receivaditho
. quotea ‘beins the wn.ter n, noﬁ ;

- "'I'his call to argrs to Be made knovm
out exception at once befare

"(’\Yote has been giv'l:w \o VX ﬂ
: 1&"1115 muuge could vory enily havo h-.:l aligh
.FUSA -2, because it appeared to have crigimﬁﬂ by &
commandor, whoreas, it was issued ‘by the" E-In-g_‘l'enﬁ :
cluded with the word Fuhrer,.followed by: tht o1 matuie
~ C=in~C West, Géneral Foldmrlhull. Apparq:tly, t&thor.
tempted & paraphrase and 86 sent it,-or thu Fiﬂt' X 3
f_“" center improperly received the mesiage, 1s taken He V. Corpl "t
' had sent the document correstly on mother ohosdion.. Yo its Qpecnl ISUH
- of 1600 the lines read: "... for our Fa.thorilhd and; for ur j .
_The C=in~C West, Rundstedt, Faldmnrshll. “This' 0n11 to’ trm oo of %he at-
“tack, Signed Division Commander," (L~54o(n} Mosg 90) Incifentally, the _
‘v ‘Corps had also received the text oorrootly from. its 99th, Dinsion. A
Corps, p. 16) -Irrespective of the’ fault, th _transnitted message. did not *
indicate the high euthority of the pronounc n"l: The messngbu' importanco- j
- could aasily have appesred’ ralntively incors "'ential in FUSA' _ es_timt;_cn_s .
. oeiné, issued- by 2 mere diviaion cmnder e _ SR e -
S dbtue11y, thet attitude did’ reault, ‘and’ FUSA thou ht & d*v1sion G
" had signed the Crder. FJSA wired its own G-2 ISUM fs-szs 1800A-24004,
at 02Z0 on the 17th, to the CG's’ of bHAmF d2. Army Group Main ‘and Tac, 21 -
_ Army Group Yain & Tac, etc., and the comments in this four-p%e 15U read
“'as follows: . _ ;_.“-" i--

P Documznt signed by oG, 12 V’G Div, and cantured t‘ is mornirg
told Germen soldiers t‘*at “their’ great cur had" struck ,that stron,;, at- -
tecxing armies were ed'ancing today, and ‘that ‘evérything wes at stake,
calling upon thes %o give for ;erne.n_/, the Fuhror, ‘and R\...nf‘sted‘ their

all, .

- PRI
."U _-\‘e__

Tl*nn, after iiscussions of other s“bjacts on, the .f‘:u'st, ..ec\.n‘l nnd t‘"n‘d
‘pages, tre folrthk pegs concluded- o




Hemityy ol
[FAEu

' "Vee ‘Taken from ‘bod.,r of_of ,in_fq' .
documsnts » including Orders of the Day £F
r!anteu.i‘i‘el plus’ c‘oxmanding genornh ot Be: Gt
VG Div and operatjonal orders,’ indicutas -o18ar)

' " sive with St, Vith ss firat objeati.ve (llo.jor) 1i

' subseqmnt ‘drive to East and Horthopt..- “In: Ord‘ ,---& '

" stedt statement quote large armias” are, ptiad -

" TWe gamble everythinz on this operation,. !

" Unquots is the name of operation sud Order. of e D&

*addr assed to both gquote loldlers of MCBEN and BIFEL
(L-a4.-0(8), 17 Dec., #71) ; :

- Thus, while the ‘initial oomments on the?undstedt Op a.wd_the ot
. captured documents indicated FUSA did not undo!‘ltand th 4 origint.ta
from Von Rundatedt, FUSA it later r-i‘errad to "'ha Ordt > . 1
informative port ons 01‘ it. . : i, : .
. Yhen and where FISA obtained the toxt
among the records of the V and V1il Corpl :
remerks were the only real avidence. that Pl
' Corpa contribution consisted of the: mia-pw
As rioted in the discussion of the VIII Cor
:"~"the VIZI thet férwarded to FUSA eithe;- ‘the )
" . Even 30, FUSA” acquirod them fiom Some Soured;
FUCA G-2 Periodioc 1f190 1600011-1824001 Ded ®
tho excoption of the Ton Rundstodt Oraar. '

e T3UK of 1800A-54004 Déoéia- 5
é?"u ding of "l:he Ordar to -

‘u 'her comma_lds.
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CRITIGUE UHY IRFE U, 5. o5MY LEVEL.

Rengeniion of Zagmx Iolentdalitises |
The dominating fe ture on ths army level zas the coneern

e ch of the thres Twallth Aymy Group symies, the Fir-t, Third and
Hinth, devoled to the northern paztfon of the Testern fyort, This. .
cherasterianitic wee manifested in two forms, (1) preoccmration witk
omn operatisna in the vorth, ssifor {2} ecomsorn over anficipated e
setion fn the narthemn lovale, ot in tke southern, The Firm, and @
ireies w8 ¢ involved $n their own offensiven in the north ix the HOER.
Fiver ceigion, as of 18 Degenber, and they regarded the enemy attack: -
potenticlalities as applieably to the nerth. Third Armyyss opereting. .
en the ssutBsrn Ailied front, but it likewise worried over the atfm
probebilities in the nerth, :

Streas is reltloreted upen thip fae*t ef all tiree xrmies
being comcernad with the northern lseals. 1t waz the most algnifiomt
xingle ecneluglon that evolwed from ithe writer's serutiny of the ms
of these threc arsies,

Racognition of the eoncept of a moblle res:rve fma for
comkerhler purposss was the sesond distinetive poiat, Eech srey copiieied
Lt the enssy possessed swph & force, and esab ldentifisd it a& L,
sixth Fanser Armyl In goncral, this oosnand wes qonsidered 4§
but not as a counteref snoive fores independsnt of the Allle nﬁ'
on the enemy's Initiative., TUSA thought the enenmyts stystegd was B
upen eswnbsrattacka, rather than ou planned offangive mzms Syt
‘his own dnlkistive. Bhile FU2L regavded the Sixth Penser o009
ey to the enesy’a comntersbieck strajegy, the Sixth wes notiexpe
countaratiack until sfler the NOEE Eider hed besn erossed by ! aﬁg@*
forgep, and the Jogiles would be betwsen the SOER end the Ea¥Y, By
novth appronimstely betwesn SCHLEIDEY sad ROERICRD, The N nth rgﬁ‘?:s
that the enmsy had nomtainsd the Pired and Sinth 5 Sz erivée el
infuvior tpoops, withowt comuitting Bis dmtitop SiEtr Pamzer i tzmy 2ok
thug the eashy porsecied & very . wptile stpdking fores, :{iv_; ~
to be caploysd, Lowsver, do mw Yeeakthisoughs of his ROTH deToniii,
The Binth held Uwothe Sixth¥s bnes and the strength of {Ne BORR
defenzes made olpay the entmyr's inbesfion fo- seks deternined ishand wink
of the RiINT salmng thh ROER Beyoed tiwm m@m, tho Mymth-digt
not dimewen the snemy's lerie-seals ootimbteruttosk potentialifies, bl
nor smpatilitles, TR Thisd ey e eancpiouously :
enomy Buildue of & vesiewo forde, aall diring the W:emum
preasding the Countopiffensive, THOL traved the weskly muidtivhs of Wiy
forew, whish war levgily represeated Yy the Sipth Panver drwpl,  TUSA g
s countematiaek or comiferoffensive,; Lot it would be a epoiling at

snd the locale would ks the AACHEN-PURN scotor, shich was far north of
the Thlr fowy's zous.
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#2. dray Levei. Srikique.

Imatthtgcmwwwmshm againet
the gouthem flank f tha Slwet ivmy, the ¥IIT Porpe, the attitudes
of the three jranies tosards the eediwsn arsa of operetions wac sigle
ficant, ap woll s. that towxards tha neribern, In the first place, whilas
vhe Fipst and Mird Amles axpodind a combterattuck in the northema sone,
thay quelified Lhelp visw by pointinsg out that dllied mouthern opsmitims
aight ferae some wﬁcmea% of the Slxih Fanzer Aumy in the mth, Phis
opinimg tonk the fowm ihat while the desived to retain the Sizth
a3 & and%, llled pressurs might omumpel plreemenl emaittmm, shaiing
the Cizth nlith both the northe:n and mm seass. The Tirst Arsyts
atti ude temards itz own coulbeorn sector wrs megstive. Bile L4 ressgnized
some huildup and aeiivily, intentlons fur its wse were siscontrusdy’
FEZA pointe’ owt thet for $ha paet moath there wie 2 definlie patietie
for the peasoning of newly Tormed divislome in the reletivdly radek
FIIT Torps price Lo thelr dlepatfh to more actuive fronba. Howevery #a of
15 Degenber, the Firel irmy indferied unseareuess of the agemy’s stengih
in the TATXR-PRIY sector. The THird Sray referred orly briefly to the
17T, ﬁr,mm, -'I?.“?"J»K ars, by roting on 15 Decesber that the 2 famser
znd 130 Tz lLehr Tivigions sppe of ¥ bs refozming, with the 116
“anzer Dividlon repiwbsdly slsted fop that ares, Lozasnte an the mpetbera
zope were not oifered by the Ninth irey,

te of the dwiedisbe perled¥e pregeding tne Sowmtern{feneies,
the location of thiz Sirth Pamser lrcy wap unecriain, Ths Firet
Syey belleved it to be locsted Detwsen the ROER and the RIIRE, the
northarn boundary prebsbly running rom YUTECHRR=GLADHACE Yo WEUSE.
TUEA thought 1t ¥ lie betweon flucsseldory snd GOIOGHE, bhup ss of 13
Tegesbex, TUES acknorledyed that in rsywt w ﬁaxmwa forced In gosaliel,
14 Gz nam ddvidoge were omt of contaat, & Papser, 3 Vsrz, gid 3 JofRetey,
The only ecusmertery the Hinlh ey meds wes that several clanges il
ey Mepostions coourred during the weel of 9»3i6 Deconbes, Iy
the &bﬁﬂimg, 0 the south of the 2 3B Jsnger and hezfamm'% A
Divielone, wnd the movonent of the 246 Infantry Division imto the etk s
AN,

In the cages of the First sy, e Wm&a}. poiets weaN
tmofeld, the regeipt of infomﬁm {1) from puperior cozamdrsls, sul {R)

from swlerdinete opss. The Thizd irmy's point of exphazis was ite ssguisi-
tton and swplevewal of date f‘r&m swperior aormanés,

FOSA obtelved the afft&iex Lzmms, By S31F G Perde
odigs a d Trtelliguine Swama fen, Irom gubordivotes comsands, adjecsnt
armbes apd thelr cuprp, the BEAXAsh fooond ATmy, and TwellR Awy Grwwp,
with sope «Jight aggiistions from BARF., Thrre wes np Indication mp .

%o the partiewl r inf% o axerted by the-e lssmamoces, Four data

mere asguired from i VIED Jorps »Bieb astsaaiu}y intfrated an

ippending attack, These vsro repseted by VIIX Corps divislidie cduring
12-15 Dacenber, and Sonoerned en sagelleration of enemy traffic, = ®awen's
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Liat

inioxmation about en encoy bulldewmy in the genral VIAWLEN-BITELGG sipea,
g Fa'ys elein of sn impencing -itack ror sbout 17-25 Deceader., nils
FUSA regeived reports on thi. date, malaly through the Corps G2
Periodias, thers wns no oxpression that PULs uadertook protestive
nessusres as e rosckion. 1& aet, U4 did not appear o be imprssed by
the ¢aita, prartly at leart, beoanss 1t already poscerosd viptuvallr’
identidel eviderce, aud thvce VIII Corpas dsta ware merely gdcditionkd
Thig data en the Corps Leve. waz not found senelusive or suthoritative,

The Third suy'e alnest sxoblssive medive: of trinumiceion of '
intelligerce &sts, tHe daily (=2 Periedic snd its sncéxes, 50 syalege
atic 1o and extensively dlseussed snemy potantials on the Allied fpont,
that the conelusion gould he ressonably drmwn that TUSA obdnined itm
information from higher comuands, rather tham through ite awn roscwrQes.
Sugh datm would be an scqmisdiion funoldom of disher ococusnde. hile
it ooprenly parapheessd the dade, Lt provided adimpledroments tvidive
“imes im e Sally Poricdice o the Beptebawer=}5 Neamsber peried. e
Trelfth U,8. =and Telnly Ome Bpitish phy Groups were mo-t af of thp
eltl ¢ gowrcea., UHAEF wap not x contibmkor, Juwdiping Yy the lzck of
seferences o that command,
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TWELTYH ARME GROWP

DOGWEATAYICSE

i

I. Baekly Intelligesco Sumwary fer Besk nnd%l%t.‘
(Sowreasr Sept.-Uct. s Leg7i(9); Yov., L-T1{10};
Des., L-BEG{B} }

#1-k, Augoat~ Approgisiiesl 9 Septesber,

There were xel Isasted ﬂmﬁtbﬂrmgwmmw o
among Mhisge of olhisyr coeowidis and hesadquarisrg, pesticalurly SHAVF.
They Gsuptless deall, Lowwrer, with operntio prler to the Army Urogp's
arrigal on the SIMGFRIED Lias on A2 Prpteshar, with acae agmpentary
on the fuimpe., For preetionl poygeses, tBo first 150 dsswdd after
Wit evext n the 13th, seificlently \wus sd e Arzy Uroup’s attieds
and epinion of the sneny ec of thet perlod,

#6. Fuosk unding Yo Sept. /75 < by

®l, Gensral Swosry.

*Th h pewt week thers hove bata impoptant develsmente & L
steady progeck teward A11%ed vio¥owpy. LE RAVEY hap I8l en, BONSY 19
toliaring,. The Britiad, aldel by adllied parschuie civiax DMy, ATE Wﬂ
ing Herdhwerd towopdiks BIINS, ¥urestenlsny to eub o &l smomy foydws
I SCLIAKD ond to txa tha oneny Galenses &0 both the SYEGFRIED Lime
and the REIRE, Yn the VIT and ¥ Yerps seetors the Flret ar ay hed emde
peaetrtion well imte or heyowd the SIEGI11ID Lim, The fhird rmy,
szainet stiff resistanse, has avcssed the NUUD LY in ssireral pleoouey
hins eetsken A CY and i%s XI1 Dueps may noo hc ’nmad o re Sask~
SHUXCKER, The gap dedmeen the Thipd &rmi's southern flamk ixd the 8 ek
Arey oronp has beod elseed, o

Tox strepgth of tha mmy‘a safonca of tha SIEGPRIED - whish
waz a wabtier in doubt isst woek L evideat now, The efery czinnot
this dne ©d can omly use Ly for Aclayimg swticn %0 axsisk an
withdraxel to tis REINE, '

"The coshgy of BITISE spisarp Lo have as it sols objsstive
the galdagy of Wse In which to peoduvec e divisions from total eciflilas-
tion sud %o voplsnish hig depletrd ard ineflegliive alr forge, In 0

noxutim, efforts xms% ba zsce %o protest vital eress such as the RMER and
the &m and Lo p“ﬁ:mt the ngsisna from shetroticg deeply ints
GURRANT and thue wiuning the war on the Tast rn Tront, It is @ derptiaie
stratogy 1o oovir & hopelmse military, secncole aé politisal sitwation,
Pyrmesnl 56 thln etrategr, hovaver, the anedy oanst aitsapt to hold tha

Aritdish Noribern advancw axd to dsley ap lomy ac poscible Awericem

L -
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#2. 12%h A Gp m;.ﬁno

advangns thyoagh the SITZGFRIID Lime, Failing to hold Amarisan foress
at the SIELFRIED Liwe, the ene'y nust ard belatedly will withdgaw te
‘e RilINE. By fny the sost inporiont snexy ocepabllity rolated to the
reinforsenent of the Usaterun front asd the dipposition of sueh refa~
varcreonts, It is smdimat ¢ that ten divisions, 23 & warinm aggregata,
ight come to the Jeetrrn fromt from QITBARY, RUSSIA, MXPRVAT and pere
cepn ITALY by 1 Ooleber. Afesuding s saxive of ten divisons s reipe
foroewents for the Weatern front rithin the next two woeks, it wounid
sepa tdat the order af prilortly im digposing thes wovld ts first to
tal 21 Lrmy Group segtor whare the Allied driwe Rorihynrd threstens
to turn both the SIERFREID and the [1IRE Sefsnpes; cecond, 10 onpope
the Firet ‘ruy' e Csstward drive ia the TII Corps sector and third to
2otk the threat of ths Third dsmyts III Corps $owsprd SAABBRUCETN., Thw
arrival of ten addlblonnl Lut progumably poer divisions will not, mewevesr,
prove gaf iolent to gten the Allled dries %o and beyord the REIUEZ, 1w
ey twik, ther-fore, in the very near fature reach & fundamental
degislion of govervoeni:l yolloy sz to shelhar the [uscisns or the Bplg-
ish and Amerioan mmet e held ab all gosims RITLIF'e dncans inebilidy
Lo faom the {scts xay delar this déalcion untdl it ie tco Iate t0 make
“ay dif-erence, Im tha neanting, sllocatdon of forc s betyaen the dmasian
and the “sstern framt Lz the fosal polint of interest in the »ar. The
reaprofztrent of SARUCTIDT as ColeB ¥F27 oy bo s straw in the sixd,
Hs wmas probably sppslimted to gegirs the sonfidenes snd precerve the wiil
to fight of the regwisy arey. Iz the past he hep appearsd $o lack
sopfidonas wxhen t ¢ Grrean situ tlon war far lsas soricus than 14 is
today, He can mov susrooely expest sryil ng bt defaat, e orotelly
shares the view of mopt connazuntive old gsiwel Ser-an offiﬂiarg oo
rrefer Aafeat Wb the hapds of the Britigh and tke American roether than
by toe Guasisns. Yheiber by sholase or olherwlze, he iz now fn o posidia
¥here, aven Uwough inscllon, he eould Ingwre that Britiah und \setdsen
Jorasa reavh BERLIN at lesst 2 zoon eg the Rasolens,®

#T. Eeaking eanding 23 Scp.

L Gwa “td SuasRTY,

*The »ost imporiant devslopnert of the woek s bwen ithe
A1ied advanoe Horthesrd in the XRMEEIY selient. This ssctor hos hed
the first aall durdsg ths wiel on Gernan reinforgtuents, .o

*in the yiglnity f AACHEN the First U5 Aruy harp net the
sUifTeak Gernan remistance (nconntersd foy esomd tine, Ulor to dhe
operstions in ROLLAED oar Breakthrough the SIFGYREID Line arcund &807F
conatitoted the mogt eritical threat to the execy and it m2e to tAis siea
that reinforeseents we-e rughad, ...

Rln the Thixd ‘xxyr arag thers have Do n no patstantlial ensmy
reinforgansnts racently.

*ipexd fees wlibdraval, the only form of inditative whigh hss
rexalned with ths ameay iz bis exarsise of sholire ss 0 whish aress In
tha Tiset he will relnsorce with nev divieions. Tven this gholee ig
direstly alfroted by cur offeraivems “han thae Third my first redohed
the UOETILE, this drive wns the greatast threat te GUZisY and conpe-
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£3. 12tk A O3 gﬁo? ) B

qoertly it vas bare Uhat the senly formad divisiens cane. JAb the
arrival of the Fipgh Aruy befove AACHEN, gmgg vital and far
g%iggwgzgagg ¥ fs the -
«gggﬁn?g%ﬁsgg

Maarwhila, gﬁﬁu%n&wﬂ»ﬁi&mﬁggm
ransged:. 3vy.-a% leasly to stadilise the front. The mueny iwm
éﬁ%@u gﬁ@@ﬂguwﬁgﬁwa§?+§n
sy be Willing te give wp the whole of ALGAOE IDIRATAEE withirawing 4
the SIZFRIED Line wigier prepsmurg. Fe wdioubtsdly intends, however,,
ggﬁgmﬁﬁgﬁwﬁgﬁﬂwgﬁﬁwgﬁawﬁﬂ
with weather limiting cur eir -wlbacks, Ls cap prevent g mafer breske
throdgly A cevfous $dssd o wmﬁwagegﬁam»m%gma
and spthuran nore jmmediste thiest to teyn both the SIEGFEIED and e
Bi’BE dsfonzes aﬁ&w»uﬁggugwmﬂﬁgﬁ.ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
e} fipst for the iamediate dcfeat of the Britieh thrust i HOLLMND
&wwmwuwnnagn%n»on af omr foothold mﬁ..a 5 the SIEGPLITT Ldpe
t 8aC

gg?ﬁgﬁgﬁgﬁmgm@sga@ﬁ%g
chjestives. whteb ers ecsentisl fo his profamgation of the wip, Wiikin
%u%nnﬂwam%ﬁma@mgfm%%gaﬁﬁgéng
oft tan diyisions, thebe of which mipht be pobils, as reinfopevemeniy fur
@agg fix divisiony, howevey, is gﬁgqgag
wﬁﬁﬁ»ﬁu%ﬁﬁgnﬂuﬁgﬁnﬂwg%ﬁ ITafantery and low cate
gory reinforospents will hava to go to ERLLAND amd 1o the Hortiern gester

. @maﬁ.ﬂwgw»ﬁ&,gﬂ@gﬂaéﬂéﬁﬁﬁﬂwg of ot

wg A3%ed presoure,. Bowovey), 1P given sw/Ticient time, it woull
seew Lthat @vwggu witidvow his mobile maits from 5 Coutlapn
mgaﬂﬁw Third #d from pesisicns whieh thsy umow bhld in the
%ﬁ@?ﬁ%%ﬂ%»ﬁg ggﬂ%émwagg
ﬁ ith refoyped pr newly formed infantyy sl atatie wnita. The mobile
ﬁ»ﬁﬁ&gﬁ%gf%?%ggﬂggg

aﬁ»wgmg%w%ﬁwﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁaggmﬁgwo
sreak-throut: Fsgteayd - or Hortheapteasd foon JACEER or an sdvance
Fesbuard or Southeaglverd fydm the Eritick gector. Thess adwmnees
lesding farard the BUSR ond the opep tank vouniyy Yorth of fhe RURS:
souskitals the grovest thysats to the spomy and 3t is beli that: .
the enesy w11 elech ity sithdraw frpa ALSACE LORRAINE and mﬁﬁgg
andl ¥iatle traops fop defenss of  the SIEGERETD Liae South of owr "IE
Corps #oehor, ?cﬁﬂ?vﬂgﬁﬁigﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬁ :
in the Borth aw..&? 3f osyricd awti oould quiekly prove fatil.™

48, Revk Bnding 30 Sept,
gg?ﬁa%?g

£9. Vet Bading 7 Oabs
9, Gensrsl SnemATV.

s?on%mmg»ﬁﬂwmgﬁaagwm st week to the
extent Wmt ke hoy dafialtely sborpsR the Britied advance Morthwars
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#4. 1248 4 Op “ocvsemtatish.,

vithoul committimg xbadly uneedod armorwd forees iz a major pounteragtack.
The -Amsrican advanots in the visfinity of AACHER Mave heen sjowed down

by infantyy and forkress troops without subjstantial armoref roinforae-
mente, The line in the Third Army aad Sixth Aray Group sectore has Bem
generally hsld while the3rd Panszer Gronadier Division has besn pulled

cud possibly 28 & reserve to be ysed in any sericusly threatensd ayes,
Flaslly the enemy has zained apather week in which to strenjhten the

vegt %all and parhaps to egin the bnild uwp of » moblle strategic ma

*Iha onwmpts inherent weaknesses remain.® The repainder &t
this pavegraph denlf with oll shorteges, that of eguipmeni,. the German
41z Forps weakneas dus to fual chortsge and Inndequacy of alrfields, the
eacnonia draln by e sstelliter and ceeupied territory, the Rusm
advancom, Regardipg the overall zanpower problem, it stated: "Buwspifs
totel mokillizstion s enesy is still short of sultable mangover and
suffieienk tizme to dmild vp reinforsemanta that can fight is anything
but atable poestions.®

AThe only straisgy the Gearmana amn have, ad precont, iz ta
play fop tims, immediciely, time to Build defences around G RFANY, in
nolllise any person capolils of wmspuiag them, & buildd wp sone mobile
reserves, 30 ezuslise Allfed sumericsl aly guperiority with yet unproyen
Jeteprogelled planss;, to iaprove their no lgmger sscret wespona or &
dewelop new ones, wllindtaly, time %o grt out of the war without '
ungenditional survender through afroil negotl $iom or becaurs of Allied
easriness 4od éiﬁ!&i@.

e ma‘. k r ou the enemy’s side lnst week o the F@M
frent, 2ad he pro y feals s 14%ble sore sesure Sodey tham he did &
vagk ago. 0 an effort fo ga'n mere tibe and to stall attzcke in thy
Fort until winter can impeds the full exercise of A1lied tapk and sk
mpepiority, the enasy will probebly stteapt to defend the ¥est ‘al}
along 1te enbire lewgid at all csats, In the arss frow QRIZFR South -
to. the SRIZS border, hmh&ﬁlﬁqwmmwwmv@u
the Yeat mzmmmwnmmEMiu, The emesy
probeiiy hopes. to Qufend the Fest ¥all prim rily with infavktvy and
foriress tyoope thus relesring armor for locel or stratagic#ressm
The wosh sericas imrediate snemy cspability 1= to counteratisck smy -
Altied Egmstraﬁm in the wicindty of AAGHEY =itd armor draim from 4w
HIJFEG stor oF foon the Third U8 Army fyont. Another sepious capar
biiity, legs Irmediate in offeot, s the builé up of a mobile W
atbasking foree of Jwape siamgﬂa 16 te held in ghrategic reserve,®

£10. Yook Foding M Bitober,

Puring the posk week the anesy arparently reached ths gemclusien
that tha Americen at¥epk ot AACHER wae the focel point of Allied effievt
and prooptly soved t& strengthen the line st that roint with aymor.
drawn from bdot' ihe Borth and fouith. The stem~'s rrimerly reoblem w4p

to find & method accupplicking the denired reinforcement st AACHEN wille
sim&itqwas}y contatn: . A1lied formes at other eriticel points. The
line of oowmunication o TALCKEREY, dhe Nopthern exiremity of the WISY
ALY &t ARFBEJH, the copridor lesding Teom BTT2 to SAAIBLUDETY ami
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BR-HNEEORYT, apd the BFIFORT G4T without & doudi were all ook 5@&2‘3’#
4‘{5’1&!&4 28 ﬁ-ﬂﬁgﬁt*

Waving denlded foat the ipoyican sitack in the AACUFY grea maa the
-aip 816l effont, the wheny showed a willingnaws to vithdraw fovegny
fooE the NEIZREHOY geen, The wijii,czagnsss wsith nisich Groops wers spieet
Tyom Ehe Third lewyp froub possiily Imleatod tix the smeny vntiei;sﬁhﬂ
falléng wack So the NETT wren £9¢ & sonadderable disange. This s bpe
of the fow szegtors of the vobl Wwde the enwey is able %o visld wmy
~Ekhout gz!iag W Gefean #04Y Farthor tonth, howewer, hé hwd am&am
congezy over Allfed adwandss fa dbe il Avmy Yroup seotord ond nes
soved 106 Tanger Srigede Yo the Feri of the DOUBS hiver in'order iy
probest *sha BREFORT 647 pomishotts

"It agpesars fhad the fiowm of reeted wnd refitiec dims&nm anf).
GOPITRIABRTED &bvizions to the Yoot bas Wmily stopred and the
only new divis.on ia appear during the pReh week is the L34 lafuw

Avision fvom DENSIER, Poriher, if a spoly of new diviaions sors aeWile
ahls t0 the Yest i¢ is uniikely tni theﬁs woukd be az sctive ahiﬁ&ﬁm
of divisions up snd'dorn the lime e dusgey poins with the resulteut’
neswy axpenditgie of gagaline ssd additisoml maintensuce af was mﬁﬁm&
durdng tbs weolk. Fompiidy mvery unif $hod was oven moder-tély »esil”
trained and epnipped was rusied to the Isbst dnyisg Septemter; posdibdy
hip 45 cnown phartige in swwll name aud Sibersouipmant izisloving
doky -the progrwa; poseioly the demiads fo@ refnforeawent om the Eaildéra
front gre so yreszimg that they ave belng given priovity aver the
renuests frem the Yagl. Thalewer (he trie rensom may Yo, Ehe added
stravgth Is hob appolrisg end ihe speny ouph therpfore sbifh hiv Tubees
m%%%mfmmémwmmwm mzm%ja

s regerded s the sexi sangersue & 1% weslks agn and D
thot area, The Mrijish stleck im ihe Rorih prefuned a new funger padmt
:m& i‘ems vers senk there frvm CURRARY s Flvet V& Apwy front. TAe
mn*mssmmwmmmthmm@m_
mi:h came Tpom EEHANY, zzmmwmvmm Linidn
he Hopth ~ar Seuth inm thde & y i matmkiaﬁrmﬁ, =~ S
shiftlng prodess BEy be exoobed o continok and it is nod unliks)
mﬁ‘. ﬁa Southern Wx &%;3. fpenlel additionnl miﬁM&nﬁe Heey

,anamug,mﬁmiﬁm&mmmw
2338 his sescrad forsss i veriendieh Bis &ir forow. Ih s ovile

mtummu&sm sﬂmimmsmwhoka;_,_
iderddfication of seni al Paiser dvioiens for s long perihd indisile
mtumﬁmm%hémammm&wwmamﬁ
strategie reserre, Foxedbly be siedt suyplenent thic, 17 bur possgly
mﬁ%@w&%msﬁmm&wmﬂﬁﬁuwa@*
Easherdng alap am mai@e taclival rocmve. Reery lodidation p
€@ an ensiy Intertdde of . tudbbor defense to geda tiss am %o the ‘
pirded of corparative quiel thal ogowrred in Septesber tha Gupwion Bive
shown & mﬂswgwai petupsraiions The efesy hos alsc aba*a&&n
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ability to sove foxdes prospily 30 & tirestaned poiat and 10 make sxcellent
use of limited forgee im well-prspared pesitions.

"Thare ic ne eovidence, howsvey, that the fundamentel poeitios sold
u%a»%gfnigogngwgﬁovgu?gxﬁ
soordineted attecks ave directed slmultanecusly at sewsral poinis, Tins
apre ras to be an the side o mﬁoﬁcamauaggcwaamgﬁm#
axmored snd aly fonies Guring the next few moniba but the pagsage #f Sime
sko 1d also be #E&ﬁ?ﬂ%gmﬁgwﬁﬁéﬁmi
wsgg%ggwmgngn&mmﬁwﬁwag%g oil snd
eggential nelals,®

#11, Wesk Boding 2 Oet,
¥, Jeoernl Swemery,

*The sneoy contizued on the defensive during the weck eniled
21 “cober, along tiw ¢ntire Yostern Froat from BRESKENS to She SRISS
border. g%mﬁﬁ%&wggﬁggwﬁﬁu
AACHEW ares, gggggg&uwggw of the
3 “anger Oreuadier Diveionm proved ineffecbive asd wasteful, o new
mw&umguiggwﬁ%g%ggwg% e pant
weo wosks whish prebabdly iz espeilined by the conparatively stebils e~
ion in the Veet iw contwsst to the sizeng pressure of the Russiane S
the Eant, g#a@wﬁg%igéggwaﬁ%
the et all at & in tho spparent sovassnt Noptlmard of 18 -
Pangor Grenadier ugwnﬁ vhone present Iovation and pr-cibe destimmdion
are nat yet established. g%%ﬁmﬁ?owﬁgﬂw
of panper dividions ffon the live for rest and refitting apd of engmy
gggaiﬁ?%é@ﬁgwﬂnﬁﬁ%
gonoral aves of NUNETER end PADIRBPOER,

"The anemyts offort to Wmildup 4 streng paser fores a
%ﬁ@maxﬁggwﬂggﬁ%gggggwﬁgﬁﬁ?
grented him Yy faoviteble Allled dealy. With ihs expsptioh of the
peustr-tion at ARCRRN, @nggg?ﬁ.g%ﬁuw»u%
??m%mawgﬁﬁﬁwgggwﬁggaiwﬁg
ked am opportunity %o lmprove and 1o open iis defeusesn, In the thrgatensd
anotor betveen AUHER and COLOGER there is & surprising deddity of
nowlyversoted delone works inclwdipg fire trenshes, gw&ﬁmi -
anti-tenk ditekos o the Bash of the MIER River, mﬁ?ﬂgag
are also appepring Bapt of the XSFY. 4s & part of there defwnce sygten
the extoy is copabls of flocding the velley of the ROER by the u.mumx-’
of wore than 300,000,000 eubin neters of impousded water,

®The enacy has 20 far dean able %0 seal of7w or, nwewm#ae
prevaat exploiteti g of each Allied pesstration of the ﬁama ail b
switehing armor fros one seclor to smother. Wa«ﬁwu%ﬂoﬁ«.o?
deavaring 1o bulld up an armored yesorve and given g ﬂw»pgag
say unttl 1 Decenber, Le o0old prebably sorape togethor a power stadliag
force of ponmer divisions. This feree would be smployed, prosmuasbly, in
anﬂgﬁaﬁgaﬁemﬁggngﬁﬁ&gg
nould be most dangmouz to the wnemy deth bucsuse of berraia advantisges
o Allled mobility and %%%4?&3&5% ryess in
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G RIANY, Such a res# ve of armor might amighle the enemy o schiove
his major chiertive of 2talling the A1l 3 advenes for the wints ad
the Tset “all or the BEINT,

“Piae in the vitsl Iactor in Gespan planting. In Pudlding

np an arzored regosvs the sneny nay be hampered by var waamauuwmmai _
and the shortage of gll nay restelict i1te 2ull ewployment. However, We
«2«3&&%?@»3%«%33&?%&&»%%@
itifed a¥teok in the West and in the acutality of the Bussign adusnime,

- serious Sreak-trhough in the Hyst would undoubtedly Force: the ecemitisent
mwggngiﬂﬁ»wgﬁﬁ@ugwﬁﬁgag ave &t
%ﬁhﬂ gﬁwﬂtmﬁm&nﬂ gapap thyoeagh BUDAPECT towerd ﬁfmn

r an advance Sestwawd botween WAHBAY and the BALTIC might force the
mggg 8% least, 8 pari of thess remarves to the Joatern
front. gmgﬁg threstensd boik in the East and the Teast -
with & pres-tupre drain on ths areoped ressrve upon which he sust rest his
aain hope of averting del=ai thiz ysar.?

#3i2, ¥eek Bnding 28 dobober.

11, Gelersl SumaRry.

éaﬂgggésgmﬁwﬁgﬁmaﬂ%g
by lausolting & cgmparatively lsrgeecesls sitack zgaingt the Britisy
southesst- Tlank fn the viminity of VENET and IINSEL, This sttack &%
the dirsotion of EIBUHCVER vas appaveatiy simed st relievinmg prosems
%nwawwmfwwng The smexy say 2150 b ve intended to exploikr
intitinl succeas in the attask by an attespt te oul off the ARREEIR
mw»mwaﬁwww ¢ base sud %0 threaton ANTEERP. The atisck made by the
3th “saper Divialow gwpporisd by the 15tk Panver Grensdier Divialom -
wnwghggukﬁaumo«Qgﬁswgaﬁmwgﬁn%gg
the ARUELIE segtor auf 15th Panger Crenadier cawe up from the goutd,

*Huring the first thres wseks of Catoder the spedy broughf
only one sew division to the Repterd front, but durizg theiweek enllil
28 Volober ihvee new divisions appesred on the Testern fromt snd in -
sddition two dfvistins th { had Do held in vogerve were eomnitted;
It is now sppayent, hoxever, thai the reorganis: _om of the Gerumn Turces
during the past ton wonths bas baen fully as zignifie nt s the actepl
ﬁgannﬁ%&gwﬁgggaﬁn ttoring the mmw:ﬂﬂ
veine of ennisy forefy in the Test, ‘

*This relsforoevent and reorsanizstilon hows been earr .r&
through is thres disbinst pheses. Firet, to balt the Allied mﬁg« and
»bgugagwggmggggwﬂag 8 from £y
troken divisions flébding back fyom the Yest, Nrought numervus forttyes
batialions ioto the BEST ®ALL and rushed uwp ! uﬂwﬁpm divisions fros
Hehrkreiss in %eatern CERUANT at the expanme of sgeversly desaglag
the irey's training systen.

22be sspend Chase wes one of completing irmining in the
line iteelf and of yeorgamizing thess misscllassous batils groups med

G
e "
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sone of the fortrase battalions oo dieelplined and sontrell
divipiomes During Cetobar establichsd divipiony or nswly brou;ht up
divigional staifs abmorbed many #F thess vnita, Batile groups and
teaporary Jdivis'ong koosu only by the names of thelir zomremders hagen
to te reploaced By rucognised numbered dlvisions.

*The third phace wue the withdveweld from Lhe lime of & livge
et of the Tusmer foree for cow lete resdinmy znd refitting. in this
rammer the cuesy haps 1o bulld & sabsiendisl munter-atisciing fowts
Lo ecope-ate wlih & rejuvenuted snd enlarged alr forse. The schisvemend
of this alrm regeirsd net emly the ability to produss the necessspy nen
asd eguipment but depended alsoc om the epsmy's ability to @isengage
thege fores: and efll vebt-im suffloleni sirength in the line to centain
tioe Allied sdwense within ressopable limi s. In thiz the epeny was
z nided by wedbther thot was ualavorsble 2o the Allled advanes and
by & a;ﬁ«l supply difftculties,

"I% is cleay thel the iverecse ip [ighting valus of snemg
forcez in “est caumot be zauged morely br the four now diwisivns Sk
syrived dorling the month, The true galz hag been thrcw&z reorgmaienbion
znd the &f eob hag been $0 weld a large n mber of uisesllapeoua and
poorly trained unite inte orysuised divigions awe armics, The Last
indiontion of the importence of thés snin is that the snewy in spite
of withdraving 1l¢ Panver Uivelon to teetioel ressrve, 11 Fanger
biveion rerheps ales to lasidcal réserve, and fovr or five more Danger
divisions prebubiy 4 more distenk areas fov rest and refifting,
gtill dered to atiatk the British in the direstion of ELTEDVEYN «ith e
Panser and & strong Fanger Crensdier division.

"“the enety iz capeble of sontimming the pres: the attask in
the FINEHCTEH sree with relnforcesenis drawn frem strategic ammored
reoorves. Hewewer, with the orse of the British salient po widensdl
se be reduce iis vufmersbility wad the asteek nos seeliung ir.maaet
reclctanes, 1% ecscms wniiRely thet $he omeey wiil press ow atiack wa&-ﬁ
IETYERR that will ewguire deplefien of avmored reswve. It peenz Me
lively that $he enimy will contlmue, withoub depleteion, the buildepp
ef his lomz needsd speorsd ressrve unleep and wntil 4Allled thrneta
onstyard Gesand ity ewploymeat, The sneed's vost likely sné sérioud’
capabllity would ndwm ap.ear ¢ be a conteratiack w=iih ; chrofig forees
of Panger ropsrwes gaiuet sny A1lied bresk-thiougs in tha, Minik of Dirst
iPey sectbrs whigh $hrestens %0 push our sdyonce to the RHINE, ?w#sem,
the CAF is capable of providipg subetastially increased fighter ot
for the swport of moh a countersbisck, Althowgh the dekeriorsiipm of
tte German opmday Bes appsrvently cmused m congsnbrmtion of GEEHAMEEs
inoreased fighter trenzih for the defanse of the REIGH asminst atimbelo
honbiing, thers geoms Itile doubt that the mafor effert of the GAR sl
he dlverted to gpompd sty ort whepever the sidun tion on the Vooterm
front Meea 0 opiflosl.®
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£13, Haek Inding 4 How
7, Gspneral Sueswe

Nuping Lhe PRSL weak the enesmy moved divisione: locally W
0% oze CZ},}_@:? &1 tgeka in both téw Hoprthern and Zouthera sagthnrs Of
the front, relinforeed she AADIEY ayee and oeoniinned the btudlding wp
o’ aebile % ctical yeserves md tha forprticm of an spmorad ztrotegic

reger¥d.

*The only mew errivel on the Western front during the petded
bz been the 18 Velkagrensdier Uivisism, This is in gontrest to the
serivel of 269 In‘anbry Divislon snd the resppearsnce of 31 and 381
In aptry Divisions the preeeding wesk, Howeysr, in spite of lack of
ldantifiontiong it ia apgﬁmt that some relaforsesmenty 414 srriove.
Tzatical recomnaizsaoss late in the wesk showed what appeared to e
iwavy rcop movements inte the Horthernm pert of Firet U5 Ax,my‘ = segbor,

Yhether thage -rrivals were vow infantey &lvis ng, a pari of the newdy
identifled SITTL Panser dray from E st of the BHIRE, or m rely a pagt
of the forces held behind the lime in tastionl r:serve, such s 2 or
9 Fanger Rivisions, ie not yei clear, Singe tanke heve net besn
mreaz’tsﬁ in any ef Hhese movemsnis, 1t ls comesivalle that the -ovemense
~ay seoeunt for the earvival of imfautryr only. It iz amct 13kelr
that the Germnam Eia;}! Sossaand will sme Tit 1o expend its lagh roserve
ol appar Head m the RHINE, at lemsi zoh until vital apess ars iumediately
threatenod. This will sertaigly be ttue az long as tastlesl recervas

in he fovm of 2, 9y 118 and IO 58 Punzer Divislons exist Im the dopth
and 11 Panger le avallable im the ZTouth; pooaibly bolstered by othey
nobile mml g

Pis 4liied pressure Im the Yorith and the Zouwkh develors durieg

Towendar the ensny ie fully capsble of imersraing the rate of reinfiwae~
rent $0 the %est, If this pressure resulis im a major Lreal~thvough
threatening bydidgeheads ower the BHINE, the Septesber exgedient of
rughing a large mumber of wnits inte agtion may well be reppated. It is
virbually inposeible o cetizate scournbely such reinforserent in gumnid-
tative terms asince the actuel rade o7 reinforcenent depands not ondy

o othe gltukilon lun the "sst et alss om the grawity of the Ruesisn
ttreat ia the Sast. Rith the Rupslags Sriving through SUDAFIET towmpds
TIER 4 only 150 miles istant awd thetr Jorthera wrive pushing wsll into
TAST PRUEIA the demsnds:-for reinfercenent in the fsst promise to be vevy
eomy.61ling,

Tor reinfopscrent of She Tostern m,nt, theswiyx enemy migh
craw rriverily os bis unoesniited divisions ia GEFNANY and i 20A) ASDERAVIA.
cie ferges in Sovtheastorn FIRMPE ave likely o be drewm inde the Rwes ien
r—rru,;g,ie and there lg 1iitle evidenes tl.at he is prapar-;a to relcaps sgy
suaba andial forae: frem TTALY fw:mg Howmehor. fven if a few divisimme
can be released in ITALY, the lungarisn freat is likely to conaume them.
The =nepy’s akiel roes ve of rested add reeguuipped diviscug for use in
the est s wmdefibledly the five arwored diviei me repord 4 io be vnder

Y A R
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Sixth Panzer Army in the BIELXFELD srea and three parsohute diviaives
tiat do not a7 eer to be heavily cozsdiited. In addition % this gvory,
the 2 Faper Mivision should bs repgardsd au in resuvve siwes 1% ks
rot been seriowsly comaltted for & lomg prriod., In CIBUANY and WEST
POLAND thers are 13 divisions which are avail ble to the Pastera and
Fpptarn fronts and thovgh the sotual disposition sannot be detsrming!
it hardly seems possible tiat sore thes eight at a mexisum will cowe
to the ¥eust. I'roa SCAEDINAVIA it is poasible thet thres or four divisions
. might ar#ive from NORFAY and one Irom DERIARK while nons are sxpesiei
dirsatly from FINLAST, The sreas to whick such reinforcorermis night
ocons is, of sowrse mwtth:nﬁhnamtomm

14, Fosk Miug n :.,v.

The oaay mum on the dofenzive slang t‘u cntiro !?utam
front during ths week susded 11 th November vith setivity on e r&htiv&
raall scele Forth of the MOSR'LR, South of the MOSELLEZ, the German .
First Apny =8 fulily oceupled in lefending sgainst ths offenpive of
the Third Amy thei began on the uoraing of the &th 8f Novembor.

*The key to the enxy's essential capablilities and inteniions owust
be fowrd im the digpostion of big Famzer and Fanzer Grensdier divisiome.
There iz nor oppoxing the Sixth \nrmgsndtbcummtmw
oprosing tha Third is adnncs w.'ah a8 alresdy mode subetantisl
progross, The 116th Pamcer and the 3rd Panner Crovadier are, st 1&5%5; N
in part, cosmitisd agrimst the First A my's salient Buet of AAGHEN, e
The ik Panzer iz located at VIR0, .the 10th 8£ is belicved losated
Eart of AINHRIF 'and 15th Fanzer Grenadiswr and 2nd Fanzer sre unlocated.
188, 255, 9as, 1255 and Punser LEHR bave been out of tbe iine for S
woeks ond are belidved o0 be rosting an: refitting in the PADERBORA
area of Horthwest GFRUANY, Floto reconnsissance of &3h Sovember, S
oovering possible entraining ebtetions in the PAIERECRN ares, rovelsd
tiat the main PADERBORX vallwoy statlon wry heavily loonded lngleding
zany flxts. Four tralusyere prepent, tw0 of which were ia moti‘a.
sidings noar 84D mxxnmmmwammw
expty flsts. Thiz dwawe activity probebly indic.tes Wtion tor
s aovoement from thel arem,

stho ensuy's 208t hpwunt. capabilities relate %o his emp
of this substatatial panser ressrve on which he musi bawes his ¢ ar
hosp of sverting defe:t this ysar. It is posaidls that some of theps
divisions way be Lrought doom to opyoss the Third A'v‘s sdvance, Howsvsy,

. the eneey hos ghown gr-at sensitivity to our attacks in the saltent

Tast of ACHER and 1t is belicved that he xiil pretect the genernl
ares TBet of OOLLGRE with amy divisions which may be avallable from
his panersr raserve sven ibhough thafallure to eapliye some 0f these
divisions agalust the Third Asy say necesaitate withirvewing under
in that aree {0 the YIST EALL, The eneny's most 1lkaly
eapebility is believed to be ihe strong reinforcessat of the areas
Horthweat, West or Southwoat of COLOCEER with 211 availadle panser
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ressrves for attack on the Rorthern fiank of tho Riakh Army or the
Southern flank of the VII Corps for for counter-attack against any
forther Dapivard advance towsrd UOLOGHE,

£15. ¥eek Euding 18 Rov,

%I. Genersel Sumsary

"The eneny's appreciztion that the major Allied offensive had
opened in the Fest laat week was shown by s h&sty redisposition of
dividions to meel local itactical situstions and a hurried flow of low-
grode infantyry diviéions to the Vest, whide holding the Sioth Pangzer

~ray polsed in strategic reserve.

*The engmy's supply of amor in tactieal reserve, with the
pogsible excepiiom of 10 S8 and 2 “Panger Divis, ons, has now beon
utilized. The early arriwel of 9 9 Yavzer 3 xpxh ke
15 Fanzer Grenadler Divisions to % ect the thrust "Iav‘th of‘ EﬁCE’XEILYED and tho
conplete abgorpiion of 11 and 21 anrer sssisted by 5 Panzer Crenadisr
Divigion in attempting %o stem the Third US .rmy ettack scrcss the
HOSELLE now lsaves additionsl rmored slemenis to be supplied primarily
by Sixth Panxer Ammy. The psucity of infaniry reserves wan amply illug-
trated by the arrival on the “ront durimg the week of thres new in‘an-
try Alvisione, all of walch wsesoteling reforned in FOLAMD or Eastarm
SPEYANY pl # the recomritpent of the reformed 338 Livigion, In Ssrtember
“he Germans rushed gous 18 divicions to the Tiest, whereas in Octobsr
ther were gnlyfour new arrivals, Ferhaps the number of diviel-ng
arriving im November will apprrosisste the totsl far Sapiember, eight
new arriviéds, including 25 Fanzer Grenadier, Ravin: aiready a,peared,
zix of them during the past week., Fridently newly-formed lafontry
diviglons coming intw the -est are not yel considered battleworthy,
gince they unusually take up quiect sectors of tha frount replscing mors
battle=-tried divielons which nove to active aress. However, in addition
to the flow of new diviuions tc the Wect, an 8th Parachute Division is
romored to be forming, while 2 Parachuts Division is possibly re-

" forming in HOLLAND, Cn the asggurption that perhaps thres of the Sixth
Panser irwy divisions sre alre ¢y Test of the EHINEs reinforcen. nis ‘
to the Festern fronl during Foverber have been considerable.: =

“2The enemy thus far hrs desanstrated considerabls skill in
shiifting divisions to meet vitally threatensd aress and in employing
tactical srrored reserves to absorba the initlal force of Allied |
attacks. In the way of wobile tactical reeerves he still hag 10 88 ,
Panser Mvision, reported moving South in the VENLO area, and also 2
Panger Division whic,h is reported in the VUEHGCHER-GLADBACH arem. ¥hile
the precise location of Sixth Benger irmy e not knowmm, peristent
ptatements Ly prisomners of war to the effect that 2 &8 and 12 S8 Panger
Divisicus are ¥est of the RHINE continue {0 be regelved; with a poss-
ibllity that 1 &5 and 9 85 ars also there. Viguel recornalssance during
the week hag roported hesvy concentrations of troop traing in the
CIESCSEN aresn, which detraining Weet of the RHINE has centersd in the
DOREN-GREVFNBROICH-COLOGNE end ZAARBRUCKEX-SAAR. URG areas. "esther,

LRI
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however, haa prannbed reconnaissame on the OSNABRUECK-RUFR lines.  »
_ The fuct that none of the divisicns which were reported srviving fires .

+he OSNABRUECK area as early 2s 16 Kovember have been committed mey

indicate that Sixth Panzer Arsy wlll bs used as & unit and then noj

until & break-through of the ROUEXR River defence lins, The large flow

of rail traffio, including £lat oars with tanks, throngh SAARBRUCKEHN st

the olose of thw waek may mean that Third US damy sector ia to receive
8 divigion from Sixth Panser A.rnyg It such ia ,tha cauc,?mar Im -

S }aalikely wmtﬁo~ - 7 s 4 e

v -ji;f *The woet iuport nt emeny ca;sabili‘by re},atod to t.ha uployaont of
: T  &fath Panzer Ay particulorly as it car be supported by e largs fightx
" G force, German fighters have not put in a large-sosle arpearnce since
©7 - the MERSESURG reid-by the Fight Air Force and their recent immotivity
¥ay perbaps be axplained ‘ny prapnratian for heavy auppm of grousd
E fc’rce& e ey , A T v:-:.-

L1 A RSo far t,he erie :f ht;! not produced thc mtar—atuck or conntcro
‘ offensive punch which Sixth Panger, with perhsps 500 tanks, ie capable
< off delivering, The delay in employing this Army ,ay have bser due to
- transport diffisulties or supply prchiens bht it seoms more liksly -
/ . that the eneny balisved that conditions were not yet ripe for its employ-
rent. The nececaity for launching a siroug comnier-antack to stop an
Allied thrust toward COLOGNE or the KUHR hes not yot arisi. On the
, other hand if the enemy intends to launch & major counter-offesnive
© ageinst any A" 1lied aalient Zast of AACEEN designed %o reesi~blsh the
FIXGFRIZD Line positions or to cripple fmerican fore:s in thbés sres,
. the most opportuna tius will presusnbly sosme when our atiacks have spest
© their foree and our surplies cre dvindling. The eneny is thus in the
porition of helding hus runch and avaiting developments,

*Tf our attacks can be somtdined by the infantry and ths tactical
reswrves that have been committed, it is obwious that the enemy will
e + have no necassity for employing his gtrategic Fanser reserve in an
L ecsentially defensive counter-attack. He will them be In m pésition
to launch a major counter-offensive or move some or all of the elesents i
© of 3ixth Panzer Amy to Amgy Group G or to whatever vital area is
scriously threatened. Howgver, in viex of the enezy's probable apprea
 clation of the stremghth behfmi the attacks of the Ninth and Pirst -
Arsies and Liis great snesitivity to any advince torard COLDGEE and thy
RUHR, it Ir unlikely that he will move S1 th Panser A sy from this ares
. unless sn equelly grave threat develops im some other sector. 4 breach
+ of the WFST ﬁmutb.sl,mamq;ﬁarucraupidadvmhyt&a
. British townrd tha mxxa night precent uueh a threat.®

- 416, !eekﬂding?S xov. o L
L Ganerlll 5mnry. o -

: *Sirm FA lfomber--fw dxys bsfore tha at.trt af the orfmns.ve-—»
 the anojy has brought 16 divigions to the Westers Fromt, O infentry,
" & Fanzer and one Panser Grevadisr, It is estimated thai ihe enewy hans
suffered arproxim-tely IOOWOO catualties on the whole front atm t&
orrenaiw hegﬂ. - L ) L ” .

>tiaa




COLOGNE and - -
ﬁ_;';_ or into
' '.nzer div1sions.-”
rtiohh, ‘the
‘sne Fanzer .
my directed
nIER. In a

ermans seﬂt

from ihe Th__c hrmy crctor to. 0b;ose the ‘att: _
Grow;: +ouarls the hHiNE between ““RLSRUFE and ASFL

force the bulk

"LINE, The enemy unuoubteulv w1ll a( reciate th&u tilc

allow the Sixth Armv uroup “to cjrect a large rart of" +

ward f.;ainst -t} d- Al

act tna the 3ixth Panzer _Arny ie'concentrstec 1ﬁ ‘the.

necessitates plackng tajor emphﬁsﬂs on “thé -enemy’ ‘Gapabilitics .
" these forces in either a counferatfacklnﬂ or s counter fen31ve Tole

in the Flrst and S:n h US Arm» sectoru The growing threat to the WES S

WALL from TRIEK to KARLSRUHE, however, is llkely to 1ncrea=e the enemy'v .

reluctance to commit and tie dovn thls armored reserve, unles~ ke is o

forced tc do so or unless he feels confident of & declﬂlvé victory.

Thus, while it is likely that he mould erploy a part or 371 of the

%;x*h Fanzer CAymy in a2 counter-att&ck “"alan any brlidreneeak East o

£ the HCER, inconjunction with floodlng the r1V(r, in orier to protect ;

the COLO KE Corr.:or, it seems unlikely that he wauld briny them o

“est ard ‘scross the hiEK To cormit t em' in a major counfer-ofreneive.

This counter-offencive use of the Sixth Fanzer Army is a capac111ttxx

e

thet, ap?PArs les probthe now ‘than it did a week a G. ',

"~e1vy relnfo“cemenf of the JWEST WALL: from'ThIEn 0 -KARLSHUHE

.. ceens almoct certaip, For. this purpose 1t seems likelv thv t reinforce~

4 pents will be borught from-the Mfifteenth Army, from GERANY or SCANDINAY JA
or from- “the ‘ineteenth Army if e g substantval number of d:v:q;onq . _
succ#ed in escapiny across the | HINE from theé VISGES trap. lnis rein-
forcemént ig likely to be started promtly and carr ed out ra;*dly. #hether
uni-s of the Sirth Panzer Army will also fmove from C(LA AD to the rear.

. 0¥ the WECT VALL between TRIER and KALISRUHE depends Allied pressure.
cand prorrccc in ench srea, Viithout ‘doabt these forces vhﬂch rep;:‘ ent
the enémy's only mob le armored rhferve in the e .t will be erployed
at the ~ol-t of pre test danger. If the drive. to fhe ¥EST TALL in the
South “athers romentwn and a =erwuu break-throush pp}eQrg'i‘niqent';
and if at the :urie. time the ﬁllieu’iorces in the Lmrth sre being held

by troopc in the line, = movement’ uoufh of af least }1t ‘of Siw T
‘Fanzerr Arw; would seem almosJ-v\rtalq. I t}& ;irft:é-‘ nth




- eneny was able m'cenmin the drives of the Ninth &od Fret UeS,
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smy @ffet:«ive tar&ammg $he her of indusirisl GEHIANY contlava

to be the major thre b, ro such southeerd wove would be likely. If
both offensives comstitute serious threatss, the e pight be forcel

o 5911?. the 8ixth Fanser Aray aljtough he ix obslously reluctant to
- do so. aemy action im th's respect esnnot be prodioted at this tims

7 bub the cay ability of soving a pazt or 81l of this armred reserve o

orrose the American Third and & venth lrmice should be resognired.

© " 'The witustion in some respects is cmmrabla te thit at CAFH and 8T. L0
o in the vti( lla cf 3u1yo A

"'?Ali;'“ 1 g agfr*e: }:wk of inf‘ant-ry replscamtntag the

Armien’ mt}mut ‘committing sy of the four 88 penser divaions of 8ixth
Panzer Army which are held in reseryn progunsbly in e general crsa
‘et of COLNGYE. _In the XX Corps vector of the Third U.S. Azmy |

the 90th Bivision 1s disposed along the Teat bank of the fAAR and Ik
Sekidizdmtanxiaxk  vnits of the 55tk Dlviglon bave extablighed a

by vﬁ“ﬂ"F. eoroes Lhe SAAD st CALSLAUITIRG, - Purther South the XIX

Carps is adiancing on a Fiva«div sion f.‘mnt toward the WEET BALL. French
forces in the Sixth sy Growp are slowly tightening the noose on

the German Ninstsenth sarmy and the feventh US drsy is turning Borthe
vard townrd the WIET HALL on the right flank of Third US Avmy. The
pressure of Allied abtacks elomg the whole Western front is being

felt by the rpemy to-a gre fer ertent that ig indiceted merely by
£1lie2 zalne. Attrtition of eneay troops is ruobing at » high rate.
Puring Moverher enemy easvaities on the Teslfth .fmy urrmp fmnt amounted
to 33“ sosimnbely JOT "\?iOO men. : .

= *The sneny8s oeﬁenaive plan hes been quite clear fro gome
time, Jt involves all-out defenss at the ROFR River beyond which
411ied adwances would eoustliute ar immediste threﬁt to the RUME,

Fursvant to this plan the romnants of some twelve infantry and four

pangexr-typs divislons are now erowded onte s frent barely thirty mi.los .

:long. ¥aoy of these.divigions, howoew»r, have baen badly decimated .
“and possess 1ittle’ fighting falue, Seme units have been merged into

pingle somnards while others sre known to be in a very wonk condit.iam
In fapb the tvelve Infantry divisions may not have an actuzl #trength of

- move than four equivalent dvisicne. The aturition of the divisions

in the line in the ~iACHEN: sector is produsing an soute situation for the

.. ‘enemy but so far he hag “managed to avold the riccemal commitaent of
the fcur remaining d.’widiona ar ::»:bth Fanser drgy, N

“'In sytta c:f t&xe indieatione of

-, - weskness in the AACHEN sector, the _priority in reinfureament BEINE

“ - yefy vecently to have shifted to areas further South, Ihe 352 Xniantry

.. "Tiwiaslon has juat come into the sector irmediately ‘North of TAIER, The
o ;245 Infaniry Division his slso come 1&%9 the line oppaning the Seventh

mthmst of mmu.

Yu
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'adﬂi*ic«ml divisjem hava s.rrive& or are on the way Lo reinfc;rce the
line in the '.i‘him emd :s:xm feventh Us Aray sreap,

. "'ﬁwmz&ay‘;phnmbhe‘!‘hir&mw wtor;xﬁintha
; secf.qr of Sixth Amy Group may have been t0 withdraw under presure
to the RHINE betweon BASEL and KARLSRURE and o the ¥EST WALL between
. KARLSRUHE and TRIER, Tt is doubtful, hoxsver, that the enenmy expects!g
'ts withc‘mw 80 flat or, umier £0 nm:h prsssm'a. . e

- "Tfhe ensmv now e tthrcatunad with a possbile breaks-thmugh
of ﬁua WES"‘ H-{.L by units of‘ both the Third and gaventh US Arntes.

- ;‘,‘3.‘!:15 5.; & threa* second only in lsportance to thn threat $u tha RUHR. g
S'be ensey probably can ob hojd the WEST WALL betwgen KARLSRUHE and TRIER,
or medl off penetr tiong of thig lius without bringing additional : '
vpanser reinforcemsnts to this area.  The 2ud Pansor Divieion, unlocmted

for w’long tine; pay be a caddicate. Fomsver; it will probably be
&vaufficimt and the onetyy nust then declde nhethar to. nOVe any part
- ofall of the Sixth ?mér Arwy frou the COLOGRE arsa. o

"&T no t.ima since Saptemher hae euch & :xritical dilsm
¢ nfronted the enemy, It would sees doubtful that the enew g ean hold in
the AACHFY ares without committing the Sixth anxer Army. -4 alsd seeas

. doubtful thai he can hold the WEST WALL in the South w!.t-haut additional -
reinforcements incl\zding arzor. The sreny mey hnve to divide the Sixtk
Panzer Avmsy thus rishing defeal both in the ¥orth and in the South, or
if he holdssixth Panser Army in the North, run a good chance of the
Third and JeventhBS Armies reaching the RHINE thig yesr in the srea of
KATNZ. Fina 1y, % solvs this pz'oblem pith raini‘arwmen%s frox 'I;he L
Russian front is to invite disaster in the “Im;to Lo

£18. Reek Ending 39 Degwbaro

“L Ganeral ‘%mxary.

¢ i now certain that attrition ig steadilg pa pping the
atrmgth of Gerzan. forces on the Western Front and that the crust of
dsyanpes is th‘rinncr, rore brisile and more vulnersble than it ap pears
on ouwr 6-2 mspa or to the trooz:s in the line. . .

*Txo outstanding facts mr:;ort thj.n unqmlifi,m atat"; ':

o Mas The first ia t,hat thero i:: ampie avidanct 'bhstt the - strepgth
of the inf.‘antry divisions that have b-en in the line on native seolpra
" pince the beginning of our offensives hap besn cut at least 50% and
S géveral other divkgions are krnown to h.ve been virtuauy daetxayad,
<.~ Tt is tvue that these emmciasted divisionms sre supported by ten battered
~ B _Fanser or P nzer Grenadier ty e divisions which make uwp the taotical -
" resarves and by the fattenting and still untouched Sixth 5S Pansger R
. &rey. It is alss svident, howaver, thit to keesp thess infaniry diﬁdiom o
¢ slive at 51l the enefty has had to giva them almost daily. transfnaiuna
. ¢ fortrens them troepa vhich were once ecxmted 5 & separata

s:mraeiaf &trengtho




need in tne face ‘of our offenaiveu is twenty divisions s,now
estimated total ~vailable to h m from all sources, for tﬂi £
~ future, is fiftern a month. Recently the enemy hag nét-
keep up this rate=his replacemant vate for aaveral wee
tww or three a week, : Do s

LA . MThese two basic facts~~the draﬁﬁy wol‘ness of thb‘fhdivi ull 7
infantry division in the line, plus the inevitability pﬁtthe e Ehy SRS

. falling still further in replcement arrears--iake it certain tiast T

hefore long he will not only fail in his current att mpf.tc wi k:_-

and rest hig tactical rese:ve but he will be forced to ‘Conmit {3 e

‘pert of his Panzer Army to the line. S _fg%'" B

The enemy's primary capabilities continue to- rela§’ to
‘ ment of the Sixth SS Panzer i,my but it may not be possible Lol
-enemy to have complete freedom of- choice as to ‘the, time. and pf
its employment, The situation is bconing similar to that whis
at CAEN and ST. 10. In the NORMANDY situation ‘the enemy com
his armor at CAEN with the result th-t when he needed it to ¢
the ST. LO break-through he had diffioulty in diaongaging its
‘badly battered by the time it could be brought againat - the *ican s
forces. A break-t:rough by - the Third and Séventh U.S, l;lies puld - -
aaslly develop into a aimilarly disastrons ‘Yend run' and RUNDIEDY -
appears to be determined %o avoid the NORMANDY MRRZAREx¥Px sigtake. -
The decision to commit it will be’ forced: “upow him, hovever, by Allied -
pressure and hie insbility to sup;ly adequato infantry rninfdraayants o
-,'tq the line. The enenmy, furthermoro, may have 1it le discreticn as '
to whether he will commit this armor in the North or in the South, - -
RUNDSTEDT must apprecdiate that a breakthrough in the COLOG!!-DUESELDCHF
~area spells disaster. This is amply deqpnltrated by the. fact ‘that he e
immediately located this armor behind tﬁe line in that area. ile must -
zlso realize trat a break-through of tho WEST WALL in the TRLSSBOURG-
SAAR area would also have the gravest conseounnces. 1f the situation L
deteriorates seriously in the South, he 'ill be forced to transfer lone-'
of the .armor quickly to that area. 4t the same time, he must ksop a - s
strong reserve in the North to deal with a potential breakthrough in .

trat srea. ) . Ve

4If lack of adequ- te infantry reinforcements requireg the commite
ment of his strategic reserveg, the ‘enexmy''s capability of counter-attack-
ing any bredgeneads established East of the ROER is gregtly diminished, -
Similarly the ca-ability of. wounting a -.: najor counterrof:ensive

would be virtually destroyed if hig armor is already quggod. 411 of -

the enemy's major capabllitiles, therfore, derend on tﬁg,balance betweeh
the rate of attrition imppsed by the Allied offensives d the rate of
infarntry reinforcements, The balance at pregsent ig in fayor of the Allles. -
Witk continued Allied presqure in the South and in the Qgrth the

bresking point may develop ‘suddenly and without warningph
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"I Gemaral ..mmry.

!ixt ene;ay on 16 Daaanber openaﬂ his bigg,ast oﬁ sniﬂ since

o tb.a beg;inning of tho campalgn in ¥estsim EURCPE. By taking fyll adwin~
I tage of adverse wiather conditions whi 'k regtricted A1l ed reconmsissania
. and by rigidly applying radic silenses, he skl11fully regrouped his
~ - 'foraes and launchud atimoks simulstaneously at five places slong
' "‘*'fae*anty niles of the central part of the lestern Front. The skill in

mgrm:pug and launsking the simnlismsons attacks achileved a high degies
of ‘aurprise. The element of surprise »as heightened by the enemy's

“dlmregard of terrain ia selecting the points of attsek and he throw
v "Thip aroorsd foracs into gectors conpliered ill-a,daptgd for the use of
" tanks. He strusk waa.i:ly held aress which had Wy

n guiet for many woske. .

,uiutain surprise a s long as porsible, hia.g tacks initiaXly in many
1ght “nd’ m the appesrance of reconnsiscance in forwe, It

'fui_’was not m:ti}. the night of 16-17 Decesber that he showad his hnd
“complstely by utilising afirborned forcas and ukmg his greatemt air 7'

effcrb since eaz-ly in the m*ﬁmr eunpaigno 7 A
atg tba toekly Intelligeuce Bumsayry dateﬁ 22 Damher an

: 'analogy wag arawn between the then cwrront gituation and that which
existed at CAEN snd 7. 10. The ohief similarity was thxt attrition
appeared to be wearing ‘down the ensuy's infantry s'dength to & polint
at which it was pospibl® that at ST. LD Yenmdwrum' might develop through

‘the ‘sectors of the Americen Third end Soventh Armies. The greszt diswime

1larity, as pointed out, w s that the ensmy reserves, both tacticsl

and strategic, were largely froe aud available for esployrent. Ft seemed
likely that the envay would be forced to commit these reserves dus %o
nle inoreaging weaknees in infantry forces since it wae not olear that,
he could ‘nring forvard sufficlent :lnfantry replacenents,

AThe anelozy #ith CAEN and ST. IO has now broken down,
The snm'v decided not to await the inevitable result of the wearing- .
down process, Ee decided to seize the initistive, to commit his regerves 7

- nomentayily, and to gasble sll on the suocess of = single, bold stroke.

Rather than the ST, I0-CAFY sitwation, the present atiack bears a
strong resemblance to hik efforts to mass his forces and to break

- “through ut MORTAIN 1m ovder to out the Allied bottleneck at AVRANCHES.
T At BORTAIR, KIA?GE' déuiﬁédnprrhaps aided by the FUEHRFR®: Antoitdone~
4o ganble. all oa ene operation. Ho lost. Tho fundsmental factors in the
" eurrert sitintion sre sinilsr. Fpoed with inevitable disester, RUNDSTEDY
_or HITLER decided that a hige snd desishve gable was Justifiad. RUNDSTRIT
. informed the soldiers of the Weatein Front that the hour of destine had

strick and that a might offensive faced tho L11ies with everihing at.

o stake, His weary infantry divisions were Jeft in ths line ald all of

the recentlr broughtwup ipentry divisions wer comnitied, Six of the ten.

- ‘dlvisions ir hias tactieal r acrven and four of his six. Arnored. divisiam ‘
[ s‘ﬁmtegie Teserve wars thrown inte the baitle, Sugeess in thi

will be serionaly dspaging 5 the American forces; failure will be
igastrous te the Gersans, In view of the desperste maturs of thds.

" deoipfon, the sneay must be expected tolring to bear all available
~ forces on the ground and In ths air and to omploy every wespon: at }m




‘;L,s bsen 3mumhed 'ny tha onesy, the 12 88 Fonser Division moving
bovard 87, TATE(PE687) and VATMEDY(E7205) from the morth and esch
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¥, Extvsets i"ma dail; Periodi::ao :
#1920 14 Ded.- ' o
~ ®l. Enemy Opemtions and Unito in Gonmcto o
T ae Tm.;fth Ay Groupm ,
‘ €1) Hinth US Srmye coo
(2) ﬂir‘t riw -armyo
. In the Ror’them VIII | ar; B zom,} vehieu}m'
i:r-ffic me obsamrad mving north Iroa ORIGHT {LO¥93) and Br ANSHEID,
(¥9881). Fhould thers wovemenis prove to be of a divimionsl scels,
18 Infuntry Dlvsion would be the moed ltk&'!v candidate mr a skift

o t&w newlg uevelagmf canger 39:;%

, ' L P ) I’?ﬁ “ak&n on. 6 "’ec c}.aims to }mve heard &t the end
of ﬂ'w the:t up scnrx ag the- 111.3.115& crosasd Lhe RUFR River, the 53 Live

in resesve there were to covmtetua taek 'me Luftwaf‘!‘o #idl make :lta
appear&nce sad sup; ort the attackg co , o :

oo

§191{.o 1618%@16% lﬂco
, . Snemy Operstions end Uni,ts in ﬁantwt-.,
Twealfth Army Crovp. ' :
i Wnth U7 Ary. oc-
{2) Firet US Aray.
*The sudden attacks ami seeningly overpowering
array of six enesy diviaions identified within twelve hours khould not
be misinterpretsd. The quality of divisions invelved, the phecemsal
effortz to lzunch esall mcale attacks and the agparent lack of long
renge obiectives would seem to Limit the enesy's threat. Kore exsctly,
the enowy aprea s to be launching a najor diversionary attack to force
the hrried withdraw.sl of our dividions fyon the vital COLOGNE aed
C4AR River srese %o =meot the FIFEL threat. Umntil the m&gﬁﬁtu de of the
spamyts attsck ingreascs ip more sohesiye action or until oné or more
. elements of the Sixth 88 Papser Arsy are sommitted on the YIIT Corpr .
*‘ront, the cay*s Wen‘tu rnrmof, be regarded as & mjor fkmg fm‘m thwstc" '

‘ I, .
#mq 3.6180%«1?33!)@& Deec - .
- Eneﬁy Opsxatir.na and. Imizg in ng’ rgg,
CerE i ) mm S Aemye boe
R 2) First US Arey.

) QQU

I a.p' eaps thab a: stmng comtamifensiwg

oid 118 Panser Division moving toward ST. VITH from the mnthus'b. -

Captured docrments indicate tat ST. VITH iu the firct oblective dn |
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h Abia sxrm tx; be ‘follorad by aaxp*oitatians to the xw«st zmd horthwest,
 posdibly with IXEGE{X4739) in wind, Ths seconcary iatir . appeara
- #till o be the rellel of owr strony pressura im ths O DGNE ansl SALR
Rlyer gootors snd thé contirued threat of steady yprersurs ou the

- central YITI Corps front. Should the enamy believe th=t he is sucoesdiug

©dn his sounter-ofiensive, it is not impoasible that it bther half of
 tho Sixth 38 Fanser Amuy will attempt & drive to the [ athwest along
the mv R.ver frcn the- general ares of mmsz (?Cﬁ"'?) . ‘
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L LT Pive. pagea oi‘ tranalatsd aap’bmed dnm@ “tta 'by the

) ,mﬁth Infantry Diviaion on 16 December ware oited fruos the First

U8 Arsiy'e Q-2 Periodic #19¢, 17 Decssber, The docv=rnla pertaincd
t-‘1;*:&, Op&“ tion GREI v the Orders of the Say of 18 Deceriv:v by ger‘ain
Howsver, Xhw cmittac. vas the sajor dowument of all
the Qrder of f.he Ea‘yg 16 Baas«mber, by the c 1n B ’&ea . Von Runﬁeﬁﬂto

é’f!.‘}f‘?'c 19 ﬂee Order ci' Battla Hotes, Annex 1»
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. m5, With the passags af time, it i,s bsom\imr nove. and wors
evidust tha the pre ent enemy asseult on the EIFIEL sres is & thwaughi;v
planned, deliberate, *all-out! offensive, It is to be expsctad, there-~
fore, that he will commit & fov of his avalilable rsscrve forces in an

sttempt sither %o explédt the BITFRL pituation, or te Iavnch another

thrmet fu cocxdination with it. Thusjt would be of parrievlsr value to
review those of his mnite which are known or belle e¢ to be availabls

- for such cn nttack role in ths lamedints futurs. It would slse be

well. to note a thie time that thres goneral arwas have beenr identified
es reoelving sn unusuarl amount of movement and contafzaing a consequently
usunna ) build-up of enemy forces; tho area bhoundor by TRIER(L2029) -

HET LAGH (maocse.-xm”(méﬂa)s that bounded by RAISERLAUTHERN (RO%93)-
rzmkm(%?)emmac‘mx(wz)m . mmmqmﬁ, and thnt mwmv
sbout, WONSCHAU (x%ls} -

966

S jfm séterﬂ wion Repom |
X.B. -=>oThpjAfter/A ticn Rapox'ta by the 'i‘welﬂ;h Avmy Group

. pospsssed s trsit which requlre the resder to srsroiac considerabls

: aautim :Lx agseasina tha staterentao !Famslye Eaah mnml,y mport, g

Lt The infevam.e mighf, e dram ;..hz'tv ﬁinw vag %hf reby pmudﬁ t# eﬁi‘%
Y the ppinloma, . For mstame, tha Septembor report was sot lssued vatil
 approximately ;aevenfwses:s had Vtranspimdi. ﬁmf ﬁ&tcbﬁ‘: a& five w80 vs:

e
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egin with, Panzar LEER '
gicrs at the. time ‘the divis

ntly receivgd 't'he ] :
te four SS. qiv:ts;on; are. | m'% at p

' . On the other hand, _thq ;J_u 3l
1v.asions ‘aid rece

- or q&scriptive of ‘overall aspec‘t.s of e .oNey
primarily f-boqt operationa d_f -t.he :l.m ' ter ”eri.

"flly only ome; Order of Baftle-l
" WThe 52 Periodics for the peri
wher§ ‘pertinent, including dertain:ones i
.’uch ss those t:nnn post-a ack - igs;

. "escript ion would be’ madé* followed By.

greces indicated & familiarity: w;th _with snm'-‘ opinions. et

gnamed, however, by the l;.’th AGp ng Periodicq as
0 two oc ~asions, in two - pe?riodics during the’ 1-1”

he ‘SHALP ‘DIGEST No.- 170 -
s 14 December, Annex #2,!
G-2 Feriodié £1686
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Fues 12 40, Locmmentsilon. E >

“Primsaner of war ctatements indicate that the R0'R defense l.irau
as begin st tho boginning of October to J.aclnﬁa fiald fortifisatlions
“and barted wire, and that all bridges across the stroam were prepsred
for desolition, Fhutoes show extenslve eonetruction of antietank
, “tie:}‘as aleng bhe ROER }'ari:hwaat of mFlSBEBL to ths 5&‘&“&25
, 2 ,

B U'."»},
.

fffl"" ‘r‘xseesahar Amwx ﬁ.'oa 23 ‘f’ﬁE EE».F? kW‘?R DEF

{ ,' ;&ogothﬂ \!i ‘the defmae mng?htim ma
‘works on its Eart bank, snd the YORCEBIRGE or ViLIE ridge
o the Eaeh of the Biver, fora lhe last nsiural deforse position

- barere the ity of KGLN snd the Weat bank of the RHUINE bstwssm BONY

. anf-PUSSELDORT. 1ine iz als> 4 seacadary line of defenss b&hizad

- %he RORR. pmzlt«imx eently being assaulted by the Finth anf First -
R Avufens A sketoh map.'Inclosimre to Amax ﬁoo Ii’ J.s atgszshed ahowing
et ,_&etailb oi’ t.he ERFT dexan:aa. S . T

R acp 3'

"Ia mnalusmu, tho E‘RB‘" line 48 at prssmt boi“.,g def &lepad v
'inta a"final defensive postions before the RHINE, utillzing all mt.ura.l '
‘sdvanteges, but as yet- not strengthened agalinst valmerabilicy toa -
tlamkiag mmffmsn* firon the Seuthwest, According to FY gtatenonis, wnl Le
of 85 freops are- in most of ths towns and railheads of the ZRVT Valley,
_&nd _nre re,:,urwd % be working on defengea; and probsbly on positions.

between the ERFT 4nd tre ROFR, where the eompact village patt ra would
favor a hedgekog system of defense baged on perixete*r forsif 1cs‘jb1ynso

£13., Wsok Fnding 9 Pee. Tated 12 Dec. mmnax Kva 7. w.gs.'l‘"" PANZER ARSY.

i RREDLULTTLXD Dne of the mafor questiom now iac*m' £1lied
Inﬁslligence psarsanxxel iz *That iz ‘he precent status and intendsd
euployment ol the Sloth S8 Panser Aray?' To answer this ab the wesent
tize we have only the magar statonents of a fav priscasrs frow waits
in FLih Panzer Army sres bohind which the four 88 divhsions of Sixth

35 Panzer Army mre now located, plus mors or less detsiled recdris,
- gome- canflicting, on the organization svd sials of training of Pe.msw
- LYHR Division rhiah wag relitisd and recrgsnized ss e part of Sixth |
- & Papzer Army. Infurmtion on the four S5 divislons ls vevysinnty;
- hewsver, onpaport en 12 ‘55 Tanger Drksien indlostss fis training. awi
Cope rmnnel st leant ip somewhat similar to thai x-sport';d &8 TFR,
"raa 2 study of Fanzer LEHR mviaien hich was committed duto bat.t}s

25 Pwombar, oartein Cacta st out whmh ouy well iy Ay to the eishar'i; -

- f.d*‘vx ong of Sixth S5 Panzer Eruy; hovever, one rust alsc tske .hstaa
7 eavideration the faot that LEHR wag the only noneSS umit in the Jrny.
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"The fundsmentd]l wes &nesaeo“in the German s;tuation should
sregarded. The initial phases of -the pﬁéeent offemsives.
ttedly based upon su,plies accumul a%bvpr a period time.

iErent  caknecses of the ‘eremf 18 to fuel, ‘motor transport,
-and transport ticn -ré, howevé“ of fun&amental importance,
rcrce of denying enemy suy lies’ cannot ¥e overemphasized

 wil'undoubtedly endeavor fo live off the country and’ captured ,
in his first invasion of FRANCE. %ith Allied air povier harassing

‘ne. y fvllhéddc and lines of cowmunwcation, -the full power of the

: ‘.“The enen;'s prlmaply capaillitleu related entlrely to the
erployment of his remain'r servés. The most probable us€ is that he =
it ther to exploit his' peretration &n t e central nart of the
on lightly further Morth to protect the. Northern flank of his
salinet.”A ;much less llkelj capability is an atlack °outhweasterly
‘along the ¥EVLL from the GEILENKIRCHEN ares, This attack would form
1unction,vltn the current penetration. Irrespectlvely of the exact
jlace ofido: mitment the HAFUR-LIEGE arez -arpears to be the objective
5f the currrrt affensive. A4 third capabillty is to preess the attack
rom EC: ?IR‘ACL torards LUXEBORG possbily in conjecti~n wtih a’ new
cr0551n¢€§ the VGSELLE from vputh of TRIER. Such an att ck would be
derienei¥lo viden the base for Hig*salient further Nortn ‘and the recapture
of L“X:R§URU cculd be represented ad an’ outst~nding victory to bolster
the voralesof the German irmy and the public in the REICH, Vihile there =
18 acound “ting evidence ‘that cuch an solack is contemplated 1ts :

ptlenuvhﬁis not vet ev;dpnt "

SeF i .
e IT, Weekly 1nte411gence Summﬂries - Annexes to.
(uouroe Ibid,) . ,g T L e

Sach of the Veekly IS %'s posress several annexes, e.g.,
German (gder of Battle, papers oh’varicus subjects. .The following
weTre pe% nert to the subject of thie study. o -

#1l. 21%;. annex, Ho, 2, RGER D}.'FEHZCE LINE.

‘ "Cggsider ble enemy work 1s'being done along the Eest bank of the -
‘foixu = ipenerally Nertheast of AACHEN, and in the are: just W &t of |

RO me senmblence to s field defence line ie aprarent with the ’

'¢44 ‘ogggxte:ﬂxq “orthwastzardly Crom DUREN to the forestcin the

conf Lue g oi' ROAR and DAAS(YEUCE). The streanm iteelf af-ords an

obrtaclelin advance of the liney™ &ofk ir the open fields betw en

€, ﬁhd Ar Jnﬂ then In. some caser s 1s prQ”ressinE to g deyr-ee

'roaoh rg eontinalty for a digtdn cn of qomé thxrtv xilometerv~?~rth

. ,! k4

3 o

E vounc
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".lgre thls work includes the ‘usual types of ditch s, trench s, amd’
”Dlidhjég itione, wmosl of ‘the eff{ortlis being ekjended in tle prepara~- -

© %iocun ok L3 years to te Tox hole®) .eo-
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-gi  H#R2.-4, 12 Q Documentation. - ,

n2., Un.dertaking 'GRLIF' 411 be made by our f ces - with American
equiprent, American weapons, Arerican vehiolps, : rican insignias
~ecppcially the S-pointed y=llo= or white star maﬁ!be painted on the
vehicles, i

"3, To avoid confusion with enemy troopa, the ‘?rcep amployed 1n
undertaking 'GREIF' will identify themselves to. ouF Own froops:

a. Luring the day--by ta ing off their stb l helmts.
b. At nichte-by red-blue light sxgnals wif f%ﬁshliﬁhte.

4. Forces of the undertaking 'GREIF' will- ‘also. 1dontify then-
selves to friendly troope by painting white dotb on ﬁoﬁge;, trses, and
reoads ueed by them. : : :

"5, Exployment of forces of unnertalﬁng 'GQEIF‘ is Planned along
the following roads. &

a. Trole Yonts( 5 km Sk Stavelott) Bass Bodeus, Vilettes,

Bra, la Fourche, Haarrs, Deus Ryn, Rooche g Fraus.;,

' b. Right (8.5 ¥m NW St. Vith). BT, Thier, Vilie du boi
Vielsalm, Salmehateau; Road crossing at Point 444(0.5 Xm. N Joubienal),
ibbronval, hogne, Roau crossing at Point 538:{2 km SR Kalempre),
Yonhay, Koad fort at Point 430(catérn edge og'Grandmenll) Erad croc 51qg
1KT, 200(1 km N ormont) Foche a Frone.

c. hoche a Frone, Aisne, Juzaine, Domal Roaa ;ork 2 km S

Bomal, Tchizne, Oneux, Amas, Ocg uier,jVervoa. ‘

: 'é Tublicaticn of the zbove obders throygh Div dova to cospaniec.
writien distribution of this order is iorbidden. Only Co Cormanders are
to be inforwed of this order, except.in. the cage of forwerd bns,

where platoon leacerc will also be informed. ,

"7. Fublication below b n level may only be made after ithe obrectiveo
mention in the operations order under Par. 3 - objective area St. Vith
- high ground % and Sﬁ = have been reached.

"For thﬁ aeneral Conmand ¥

o
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: W1 Wit the advancs of the m;ia’é mder this mand intc
S SeL ivm, I;m:mbmzrg, Ho.land ang Gerpany, intelligence #nd sounter-
© irtellipencc esphaslx ras phifted from Francs to these countries. Aided
by oxd weather and Allled surply difficultiss, the enemy has booen
~able t¢ st-bilise the front and to siall for xhw tine in which o
‘yepr iz hig Jdepleted air force, to produce new divisions from total
- mebirirzstlion und to move divialons from other areap to the Kestern Yyont.
#18, The most significant ovewrrence durin, the last weak
of foptembor wia the &;parent withdraeal of the najarity of the ensay’s
- areored pails for-ve~grouping end vefoining in Gerrany, thus suprlying
the onsay with a pizeable mobile reserve. The Serman Mvr Force retwrnd
to the fighting front near the end of the period, mounting up to
Fa 120 rorties, 75 of which were long range bombers, in the area of the
A31lisd airhorne peration onl5 September 1944.

sos

B. October; Dgted § Decomber 44,
. {Bouree: ETO File, L=471(3) )

WTI. INTELLIGENCER.
23, During $his peried of relstive inagiivity on the froni,
there bas been andequats tino to study the enemylis ovirall strategs
and to osleulate hip likely recetions to any Allled sdvance., OF
special Interest were terrain riudies prepared on the routs of approsch
to werntern Germany and defenses along the River Rcsx'q -
006
12, Except for a ceaparetiv«q large-acale sttack lsunched
agm.m t the Briilizh southesst fluopk in the vicinity of Feert and Liegel
Ty 27 Ootober, the suwmy has bgen committed almost entirely o 2
: ziefexssivu role on the Western ‘ront, This sirategy has been aimed
spparsntly st ssining time in which to strengthen ithe defenges srounmd
Osxpany; to moblilisze every swveilable person cape.de of manning thes;
to bulid wp a moblle reserve;y to eqlalize -Allied mwericel air superi~
_ority with yet unproven jelepropelled plenes; %o irmprove the mo ionger
gctret weapons or 0 fevelop new omee; And, ultiwitely; time in which
to withdraw from the wr without vncznditionsl surrender through sdrolt
nego%auan o Xiliexi naarfmeas 2 dimm&tgc ‘

CG"'

U G o veaubaf., Dated 21 Dog 44
{Source: ETD File, L-«i’?l(&? Y

©III, IX?E’JIGS‘?GF‘, K - . .

_ *8, An accurate and c}eizile»d cheok haa been paintsined on
the reaction of the Gerpan High Cobnend to the illled all-out oftenaiva
which begen -8 Yovember 1944, Yroop movements and troneport behind
the frni bave buen keph under close serubing, degpile lnclement
veather condifdons thot have periously heanpered aerial reconnalircrange,
a8 woll as Ispedin: progrese om the grcumo »
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249‘ The ensay's defenaive plan in the mrth iﬂza bam qxzits

S - Gilenr “ooge tive. J1 1 volves sn wil-<out defsnse at the Roer River -
ST, bsynm, xhig A1Y3ed sdvances wonld conwhiitude an lsssdi-te threst to -
- ‘the Rohr. . Purcusnt to this ‘plen, the restaatxz of some 12 infaniry m&i

- four jsnoer Yype divisions sre now crorded into a front barely
- 30 wiios long, rud four additional pawser Syps divisions comprising

the & .:th Panser Aroy sre held in reserve imediataly behing this ssetez.
In addition to this there are sn eaptinntel wix panser grenadier ty:
divisions in txcbical reserve which are ready for 1ocil energency

“or for concentrsiidn at some oritical point for defensive or cownber-

offensive operations, In the U.8. VIXI Qorps seotor there are two or
threo Yolksgrenadier Divisfons presum: bly coming inte this safe

.- Nukrkwx dotraining sren for oxperience in s culet. sector prior to soving
TARYe 5 wore active Tront. On tha other hénd these %roups Hsy be i 18-

fng up in this area for counter-offensive purponss,
*}0. Tus possible threat 40 our strotched out YIII Corps was

. discussed among the (G, GfS, G=3 and G-2. It vag dcided to take a

orloulstéd viegk here in order to gein the necessary strength for the
contimmtion of our pressure towsrd the balw and ihe Ssar. It was fsit
that while the snouy wus capable of & break-through that it would
not lerd to decislve results befors w2 conld {ake adecvate countere
D& BULE B . .
*1). The sneny’s plan in the south may have baen to withdraw
under pressure to the RHINE Rive belween Tarel and Harleruhs snd to ihe
Faal "nll belween Rarlsruhe and Trier: It is doubtful; hoxsver, that
he sxperrted to withdrsw sx zo ropidly or wnder so much prassure, for
he ig now threatensd with & posstlle bresk-irbough of the Pest ¥sll

by mnd ¢ of both ths Third snd Seventh US Armlies. The importsnce of

thi 8 tuzaat iz sscond only to that of the Rubr.

: %1z, During Novenber, the snemy hrought a total of 16
additicsnal divisions to the Kestern Front; ten infantry; five panser
and onc panmer grevadier. The rate of sttrition iu the Aachen sector is
producting an scute zituation for ithe enemy. However, priovity in
rainforcenent sesng ‘to have shifted recently to aress further couth in

" the Third Army snd Sixth irsy Group ssctops. It is estimated that the

eneny enffered 100,000 ossvaities on the Twelfth Army broup front along

o o Guring Rcvmber, 42,871 of which sre prisoners of wer, Hmny divisions,
a}.th:mah a3l in the line, haw bcon d@imat&d aml ;»vsaew 15.tt1s

' :fsp-ming yolus,

"33, It Qems doubtful that ‘the &nemy ean hold in 'bho Anchen
area rithoub oormitting ihe SBixth Panser fvoy. It slec sesme doubtful

‘that he can Kold the Nest ¥all in the south sithout additional rein-

forosments, including srsor. Compecusntly, the enexy nay hkve to divide
the Sixth Panser drwy, thus risking defeat both in the zorth and inm
the sooth, If he elects to hold sll elsmente of this army in the north,
hs w11l run a pood chance of the Third and °eventh ¥ & &rmies resching
tha Rhine this year in ths area of Falns, ne time since Sephezber
has such 8 dilemns confronted the G rman Zﬁth Command snd to solye it
be bringing reinforcensnts frow the Ruasim front would invite dlsaster
in the east,
%1iko Bnmy strongth opposing Twelfth 51'53' Group forees at the

end of the reriod wag ostimated sz follows: ]

a. Ninth Army ~ 8 nosinal divisions, cquiyslent w

5 &ivislon{36,000men) with 95 fsoks.
‘b First Arpy = ;2 pominal divl sicna, eqmwlent to

ok P S I TP - LN
g 3 ‘. ~ t he d . -
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8 dtvision: HS ?,500 Mn) with 60 tanka"
: L8 Third Army « 10 nonincl divﬁsicns, equ*valent to §

' ‘.Ad"iémiééis 1= ;m pent) with 155 tagks.

CdioSixkh Tanper Avmy conti :med tt’-‘ hﬁ‘m itB ?"f‘iﬁ’:’n ;

) ia reﬂewe uxst of the Hoer River Yshind the Pilrst an& Eirth Somy fronts

Litk an equ velent strefigth of L Gvislens {3 ,Of}u ne n, ang an estiguted
.75? tamsa Tnel 3. - s i
®

boo

D. Dosiaber. Pated 16 Jamunry
" {Boures: BIC File, IpBEO(Ai )

ITT, IWVELLICINCE.
. Enemy tectice during the Tirst ha}f of Iﬁerzembar ware a

R

*enhzmation of ‘thopé déaorited 4n Lhe November report, Hamely: stubborn

defense of- nr@:pared pesitions with no corplisent of armored reaerwa, »
preparetion of additicnel defenses furthsr to the intericr; and
srall covntsratizceks o inprove local itnotlcal situationg,

®17,0n 16 Decesber the enemy opened his bigpert of’ensive
gince the beginning of the cawpsffn in western Furspe, Taking full
advantage of adverre westher conditions which reciricted Allle
e ormﬁ*:ir varog and azpl;ying tigdld radio sllence, the sarny skil ully
regrouped hig forces snd Inwmchod attacks simultsnecusly ou £ive places
+ long nevenby niles of the ontral pert of the Western froot, The akili
in regrouvpin: smd isunching the slmulteneocus attacks schieved a
high dogres of surprise.

1il. The elcment of empries wes helghtenad b the enemy’s
disragard v. terrein in aeleqst;ing the polinte of attack. Po threw hils
uraored forces into ssctors conesldered 111 adapted for the uss of tanks
atd siwuck \ cakly held arens which hed bein quiet for e weeks.
To maintain wwepriee ae long as poss tle, blg atiacks in many areas
vore initially Mpght and hed the appesiance of rvecomnle:ance inm force.
1% wes pot catdl the night of 16-17 December thoil he shosed his hand
c:ompletely iy ublidsing sirborm forces snd naking hie gr atest aiv
ef‘fc::rt ;smca, esrly in the Norxandy cempapina.

12, The enemy developed. the full pover of his ni‘fena*ve into

Sn;,le: blov evidently aimed at-rexchimg the Pouse, from Ldege to

u.l vely Fh§t Lhe ub_,act af ubtipstely p&nstreting wwnrc’ Brugsels awd "
f‘.rmwryu e co.mdtied o sotior &1l of tue. infa-try Aivisions that’
weve avail:lle %o Lin in the weph, but e was able fo Lel¢ at least

“three Tenter Slvisions unconmitted. He threw inm the full power of his

azmsnted sir ferce ami used 3t with s ddcrejard for losces unknown
ainece the baginning of the campeign in Yronce.. Posalbly because of
411lied preggurs, no pinesy moverent wap developsd nor even sny eorimzs
aivers icmar: attacis on thn flanks ot the salisnt,

V. Coreanding General’e Brisf‘ingsa

A, Prozedurs.

"'ne ¢f the principal cubfes of the G«3 Operations Branch was to
present a compleie briefing of the current siftvation as of'ten as
required to the Cormsnding Gemersl, authorized stafl wesbors and
vmﬁm-ao Pz to the importance o the infrrmation pregentsd; &ll

briefings weace plven Uy, or were under ﬂw direct supervisiﬁn of,
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the Chier »f tfxé (f;xem%im £ :r&r*oh; Eaeh bri ofing Frads included s
presentstion of our opt “sllone for the rerfod since the lagt bri&t‘ing,

L8 8% piti ti_cszx _aupnAry, 3 report of alr opsrations for the peried

- pregehted by 653 Ay or the Ninth-#ir Fores, and a dally veather .
yeparh by the Winth Alr Yorve rveather officers Aleo, adéitdonal
T politieal, geopraphiosl, or wilitary infore: tion on matters of oute - -

stanting interest wmg yrecented on oocasion by appropriate staff
sections. Tho imporisnce ¢f the briefings grew copstantly throujhout
the poriod ererstions, not only ar = source of ¥ital snd intmsting

*inforastlion, but alse a; s zeans for orienting all steff officers.®

Brisfings vers held daily, during the morming, during tbis subumn )
perind, “Material for triefings sas teken Prom Lhe same rources as - -
for the G-2 Dajly Report rrd Cominbrep,- ?d@i@ﬂt&?’ by additioral

information from the arimies trrough llaipon and other channels,

Fhanten s:e«mages vrovided moct mp-to~ths sinute Troid line news.®
.. {Bourses 32%F Jrmy Orovp. REPORT OF (PERATIONS, FI'SL AFTRR

ACTION FEPORT. Yol ¥, Zmm G-23 Seotion pp. 16-17. 14 Files of

Hiztoricel Wecords Zaction, VR B, AGO, and em,hivos c:f Ristorical

Myision, "UCA}

B, FNovember '44 Briefinge Regarding *Calculated Riak* Conference on
virxe Gorpae

The Intelligence Setction, par. 10, of the Novenber After/Action
Roport of the 12th A, Gp, referred to a confersnce betwean the (G,
u/P G-3 and G~2 concorning the enemy thrent to the gbretched-ont
TITL CorpulTUSA), ard that » calewlated risk wo 1d bo taken.

The #2 CG Briefings for Fovezber were cxamined for sludidation
of this rrkisct, bub no mentlon was fouad elither to the gubject or
o svek a oondersnce. - o

{fruree: Tiles of Historical R cords & otion. 12th frmy
Group. Cerranding Generslfc Briefinss. In 9‘3/12«3« iﬂm& (76640. 5

_ xf},, ?ecsa'm 00 Bplefin s.

(mge» 12 A Gp. Ge3 s*ection Reporti;a Lec. u.c, In Le320(4} Jo
3 ~5qB> . ‘I‘h«aze bxeiﬁnge cccm-red a% 0‘)?5 Hoursv o

Crmmseis”

- )ﬁ

"ﬁ»ﬁ ?ap@rt‘

¥ - ¥%inth and Firet &rniss; cmtemttmka continve ags;mt
our i:mts;m fsnd the eneny’s resistance sontinves to stiffen.. On the
northern flank ‘of Ninth Ay & large woverent of g,rmar hite been rveported.
This Adcht rndicste that some wnits of the 6 Pz 2 _uy arg moving imto
the line, cr that the 10 S8 Pz Div is being relie¥ad b; mome wnit of

‘the 6 Pn Aroy, FW gtated thot the hesdguarters of 275 Inf Div has

moved Lo the PANEIFH border -nd lhe rexstinder of the division 1p Leing
incar{m'* ted with the 312 Inf Div. The latter two units have been

badly basten.
"
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e

,[flz'auy o%%wr pertincnt G»R data wi 31 be ex%rscste& lesm :

’she romiuder 01‘ tha 1—16 Damher periad ﬂemwta

»Ihzr’?ng

‘«113 ?:n‘e mar"n £fom ke Briefings pertaining to several Pactors:

- b sports about the Aritish, Indiosting the Amey Growp's
‘araet a**fi obﬂmtian on thet rortion of ‘the A? liad front,.

o !Sw stmtam, intentions and - mpabsutiwa o
'~lw The abnwe threo factors wers reported by the 6«2, and .

u\l"“z Ref‘()!‘tv
Firgt Cmai&ian ﬁmy’- 331 am! ?19 Ih!‘ D.‘wa hwe bean

. ";?:}mpvmm' roving ont of this scoter toverds Gerssny, Their dispostion
C4n Cernany remaine undetermined. 85 Tng Piv fw i:his area choum ba o
- *cr:»vin‘a out roon tows rﬁ a.nore oritical hecwr‘ e ,

: r.o:

Ainth :\m- e~ Tt is belleved ’t&mt the 10 88 Pg ['iv
iz Lelny réjlaced by the 9 Pz Div, »
"hlird rrnys }t is pm‘wble that the 11 Ps Div is moving
put of the XIT Corps. seetnr, The latter has not been identified in the
line for rome time.

50 Aruy Groups The shiftin'r f ﬂ‘w encmv' tr'xops can-
Ligner. ... The 363 Inf Div mh‘ch =53 4o relisve the Py LESR %iv bas
caan icentitied opyocite the Kinth dray,

"L PR hos stated thnd the 6 P lmy has pix pauser
diripione i.rcbesd of fivez, the eixth division beimr the & SS Pz Dlv.®

rabe
G2 Repmrt'
MFirst canadinn Amy Thc shifting of troops to Bore

}‘i‘-;c:z'iﬂce,l fronte continuss <nd it ie vary evident “that the. ‘eneny will o
. lesive very few trocps in thir srea, The 15 German Army, uhic:h formerly
_fc::nt:'n};leu thisz sres iw mlocated st {.resen'r tirw, AT ‘ SR

ﬂﬁd

L MHinth “né F‘irr* Armicn . ﬁ;mermm enawy muntarattaea:a
M mport:ef Tir the lagth period, The rnemy still mhows grent
e the AACFYN gactor. 9 Pz Div which hor not: beet - iﬁsntific&

o *or :.c‘x‘ra time Tie now reapreared in theé 1imé nnd i probably responsible
i for Lhe countereftacks yecterdsy, Tre wrjority of the:o connteratiecks
, ,h&w ’g‘:eeza r em; hmﬁ in the Fmth ﬁ.:cry eec%e*' w’hevo the eneﬁy is ampmying

- *’S‘hird Amy He new c‘bz-ngas to mpnrt 11: enmy
di”})i&‘i&!f Me o
. %6 Avmy Group: Pr II&HP Diy har I:mea withtrawn from the
line. Although this divislon h6d somatime to reogganize and re-guip,
P ustaterments indlezte poor conditicn of equirrent. No new changes

o 2, Digponitions and roverents of eneey forces on the Britishp S
rmnt,h "?i.rfz' SIhird ”8..... Armies trants, an& vhon pnrt!nent an thé 6 Amy

A




to report in thg’ eremy order of battle. The enemy 1° qtilﬁ'v-
_conesrned in ;et ing hit tfoops out of the gap. It is eviggn-
“he 1-11-.n‘d out ‘ag long as possible before w1thdran1nr aggs:”
Fiyer. .t is tie same 0ld poliey of trying to gain ec mﬁch t
esibl® for ﬁre=ar :tion of more adequate 6efensee 1n Grrra
"to oc upy Lne SJ,'- JEL Line." . oL '
4 Tec. _ o ] l;
"HG=2 Fe:ort: ' ' B - WL :
"Firet Cansdian Army: It bedomes more and, orJ obviauS"

that the”ene on'oette thls Ir t 15 graduallv W'tkdraw1.r'

. Bl .
tre d1V'~1cn
t;fipu on oither =rcrﬁzu_and rﬂrcb“ly trree Hore GTE mov1*g omt
The 18 aerﬁ an Arnvy npiccuartcr" bes Once aga’n: been repg ‘tedl in the

‘ren wes* of “lLPJNE Tt arpe’rs then that at lecst estErn io nagd

is beins evea nunted the enpmy‘le .ving behind dnly small ‘tack-forces
for blowing ob} ectmves and troops for dealj.pﬂ action,
o0 ‘s . A .

. ~M"Second Fr tish: ‘rmy: XNo new changes to fejer® in-
enemy disypesitions, “ith the conm? tmen*'of already threg of the
cniemy's par shite divisions, hie reserve, in thls area, eéns to be
decremsing,

: "Hnth end Firrt armies: ”‘e enemy cortinler %o
maintain tie strony defensive rolicy. This s very coqtlw pos] hi.. e

"Thirc Army: XX Corps. Cur crossings of *z SA & niver
the enemy to nove his units (;a*ttculJrL ,he 21 Pz Plv)
tireat, L., o
"5 ey Growy: Pz LEHK bas again been idgntified
opnosite our A4th Div. ... ' - .

"The 216 Inf T'iv is continuously belfig rerorted
seovpying the SIESFRIED Line in the vicinity of Kiil:nalHE. A nurber
o t:2 n movcments zre reported moviny into this arra irgdicating
arrival of rome more troops for the orcuprtion of the d £q this
er-otor, ' : ' : '

4 Tec,
G- Geporbs

"Fii4 t Tanadiap pmys
Lave been rejcriet. ...

L 4 - .

_ Minth #nd Fir<t irmie:: The counters:t . h-"P enred

up for thke o i perioc, bu' the enemy's strong delensive pocley cori-
inues. iir ok of in artry iz arjarent ... There i rigar; arert move

=€ infantry into thic aria, but the donfirmation of the

~r probahle rmore enemy «lv ; iong Trom the TCRLLC
tov- rde Gertunv, picth indlc e scme reinforeen
a-a event, oo 7. .

e ) : "The 15 lerwean Ty s g now RO
tie nrea et of KTLH, Alttrucrh o is not eonfipicd
gt teme t, rhat ibhlec ariy ief to arsume the secter &
asepded by the 5 Tz .omy, niptt be true. The lativr b
nGying SNT grea, fo- this change in cortourd o
# feat Lhe nd Tz Gren-Tive articulrrly n the

+




u’i'

t.o LE BOEN, il

"‘.'I.SIII .;o:‘p.‘.‘ °
; "Thiru ‘Arntys”

Dec.
nG=2 Re: ort.

Ain .h ..'JII Con,c- sedtor'

. rror erioo. Th.ks, ‘together':
» g hilhe "ait’ indicntion cf a
.ﬁndiﬁ“'
defi

i
s'~a,

x° . W:lrat G:ax-:a.dian ;‘&iny 'I'hc . Prch iv,
répo gd moving from:the L*i DE;»I-P.A. RLEN. grea ‘Ld"éard' Uemanyﬁaﬁer_m_____ag

milithrv sources; 1ndici£'r-‘,c‘x ih& Lis uﬁ:ﬁ; 1'“?!.?
_ _sector. At the sanie tihe, Thtierots mov t ‘f_ egtor -
“east are bélieved to bhe léeel HovasE for o g ““‘a?ﬁoix f' 'Bectors

vxeatsd"by +he':divis:loni that ‘Have d '%ed" foz‘;,otﬁer areas

By 81 posi‘blon. 4 gréat’ mﬂber of. train oven
A, tovurds l;olland indicatinfi‘ reinfozeamenﬁ' il

- very great 1n a dlrectiod ordrds ‘COLOGHE indigating " Fetne" &
' th's: coming %" ‘for fhe 6 Pz army. At thg rreseit., ES F‘ 1ve
of this: -tratngc resErve Ere believed: £ -have ba“tneen 80 to 100" ‘ha__ri_kf

v

: _Thisﬁ; ‘8. conciders ble iricroafe Titee 4 ‘few. “wabks agd, but. at’the <
; .-.':ma-._ ¢ y r ~of: 5 -_ OT'RE 00 ‘T-ﬁe IG-' %

R 1'1xre, t...c-. enmy" ..s«re‘-.;., 164 dig-ibgs ."énirenchln.g h‘msel!‘ B
: =:=bﬂ:a'vs- .trn v 'L ther' 80 3 B as Elso bt ae




‘ "G-2 Report. , : :
" “%Gen, VON RUNDS'I‘ED :la

"Enemy cépab;'.iities:’ :
1. Hé can reinfo de

' tile ares s
from Germany .or by cbmitting Py Dive of. 6 Py’ Army
- The emploﬁnent of my “in the AACHEN sector. L

wyON RUNDS’I‘EPT is: un&ikely 1o risk thi precious guard
D lys, until the Allied advance
: *aueh "tactica Teserve 3s "are s

- mﬁh availsble, or’
to tage us df balance so,""’ch , an
' i ture ‘Allied prospeets for




.. Dacumentation.

‘ 5 "’Phere isAvrrei'y little gctiv oF.”
secto ~of the {ront. The main quzl
“bhe actual role of the iﬁ 15 Ger

, First Canadian A!.py. Fou

- on o'ghgr sectors and fonr
the ney location of this arsj
“the m%es,ion of. attacking tow
© this 1 eadquarters hag take

Germ:%z had during the
Panzer Gruppe. The only ndicatio
ment Of armor. in ‘bhq KOBLENZ ares

mightw'be ‘an answer to the armor

CIf th%se reports sre. true the :

of the alread 1 Proht Afmy a

west %COMGNE and, getting ready to 37
ROER"River towards the NE‘, :

ofde : =

fore nts coming in from the northeest, indicatzing tha_t th,

prepé%mg himself in this sectory It is al0 p&rtea'that" the.
TRy ES A (R

rese%re is reoeivim: remforcemer&ts.
W .

mentu,an’to the VIII- Corp Hnd. : ,
focal“c’enter for enemy 'E“roops going either to the north or_
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‘é’r’:‘ne 378 7 :mﬁn.‘s“}mm "

in the YII Corps. It ls & poseibility that the ememy v, only ible to
foym r:me mgimm’h cuh of the snclire divizion. :

- %
ven
<

C 12 Bwo

“Hin:t&x Arsy. Very litila’ acﬁivity on the anamy si&a :

‘mgmhtm& The 30.55 Px Div is now bolleved to be entii. iy on the zast

bank of the RUSR Riwer, Unconfirsed raports indlckte + it sloments of
this divialon ars aaaemﬁlmg in the vieiniby of COLOGK W. Thisy m:l;&

tha tepovis thet the 3 PG DIV 15 dlso reovganizsig dn e vicinigy

of GOLOGHR, night be apgtherconflmistion that the 5Ps Lay ia vut
of '!;Le Une gnd is asrarbling acmsvhere belwesn CDIOGH and RODLEFZ,

*ﬁzrst deny:  The balk of the snsiky wnits oppostity the

YI: ﬁar?a are now bellewsd o be sapt of the ROER Riwee, oo In thy
¥ Cprpn, the snemy iz s%11) wery much conssrned sbout our digposition
in the vicinity of BFRSTEIH srd that iz whers the enr.y is concup-
trating the majority of his unite, ... In the YIIT fovps, thers are no
definite chorges B0 report, but 1t becowes nore and more olear thad
more than pea Yormetion hee arrived intc ihis sextor sod a0 we can
sarect two or al least one of the divigions from this ares Lo 4 peayr
in stise other seutor ver- shortily. ,

: t 6 Army’ §mupz Thers is no change 4o r&a@r’c in the
HARDT 5" tn sentor, The énepyr ir very relustent teo ynelo ground in this
ere3, but 78 not able to stap cur sdvances. He &y in great nesd of
reinforcempnts, but his sestor doas not ceem %o bo of high priority
ah the prugent. se..*

13 Dea.

‘o2 Report: .
:'geabnd British Agmy: - Bo new changes 0 veport in mefay
dispostion or order of ®attle, The 85 Juf Div hao been roporied woving

" In the srea south of VEELD, It is not dstemined yet if 14 g golng

to remain in this as'edty opponke. Eh& X Bir,itish Coxps, or eastin*.m
rssrt%mr m t&m soutin,

ARl and ?imt .&rmiem Ingroasingly »,mrawrabla waa e
muﬁiﬁma havc kept enspy activity at 2 ninfpum alorg ths ROTR Biver,
partienlarly in the Minth Agwy sector. ... & geeat nembeor of teadn

| novenghts have been reported la the LORN rrea, indle-iing a divisional
arrival, Heanxhile the & Pz iroy swens to be workin; very sxtensively
on f‘or‘bificatwns bet-ween the EOE& and Zhs B?!IRE Riw e

asige i - e

1& Bes:, -

: g 'ii,-‘ AR T A L)
.L.{. S et Ty T S Bae o v Lot o

\!
f
;A

: = - e e R -,_.__.—,‘..,:‘
e &55 e e 1, ;ﬁmg& n.y.,.,_ Mw&-&-&, E

“Rfinth sné First. srmys Patrols cross’ %hs i&Eﬁ f&m

have enoduntered only sufantry foops %o dnte. The 3/ THf Di¥ has sgain
T rédpprared in the linc and it beecmer mors and more  viovs that
- ;,\the encvy'e c}irisiona, part or tsae 5 Ps am;r, an ne-.ag out of

QIR TN



"In the VII ‘Corp
uiarly in the small tq;«n, ‘but the
5t bank of ‘the river., *"Tn V. 6802 s,

t?ely litile’ opposition.,ﬂo ew identific gie
2’72 a%d 277 Inf Divs have been so far ident
. “Thric nrmy. 'I‘he e unte ttac
centr
'Vm—ade.

pos}.te the. Hinth and First 4pmies, ;
hls sensitivity towards. .any possible thruat ERES O]

ave £ oty e

"Ihnth ag& Fir

3 acrosc the RCFR: River.
noving. towards COLOGNE, wh }
an’ um:onfirmed report that the 5 In g9 22 &4
it he V. Corp The

-2 Beport. T :
w2l . my @roup. Ng cbanges to t 8
"Jinth irmy: Very qu:wt along sthe entis

our4 "atrolv' t t .‘anasred to croas thg ROER Ri heve‘fouhd 'anemy

z
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"Pirst Army: Some more counterattacks have been reported
in the VII Corps, but the enemy is almost entirely pushed out of the
west bank of the river. ZElements of the 12, h7, and 353 Inf Divs have
been identified. In the V Corps, the going is very tough not only due to
heavy resistance and counterattacks, but also because of the heavily
defined positions in the SIEGFRIED LINE. The 326 Inf Div has moved up
from the VIII Corps and units of this division have been identified
in the KESTERNICH area. The move north of this division might be the
answer to the numerous vehicular movements in the northern VIII Corps
sector.

"Third Army:...No new identifications have been
reported along the entire sector.

"6 Army Group: The enemy seems to be completely demoralized
in the Seventh Army sector. Our troops have broken through all parts of
the MAGINOT LINE and have now entered Germany. ...

"G~3_Report:

"Today is D plus 193.

"British: "1 Army Group. No change.

"American: Ninth Army. No change.

"First Army. VII Corps. 104th Div no change. 9 Div
no change. 83rd Die captured BERZBUIR F1041l and repulsed counterattack
on left flank. 5th Armd Div advanced 3 Km east with advance elements
to the ROER River at F1239. 1st Div no change. 3rd Armd Div
no change., V Corps. Attack continued against still resistance, with
no appreciable changes in ront line. VIII Corps. No change.

1}

17 Dec
"G=-2 Report:

"21 Army Group: No changes to report.

"Ninth Army: Several counterattacks have been reported
in the XIII Corps area. These counterattacks have been made by elements
of 183 and 340 Inf Divs.

"First Army: Along the entire army front, the enemy went
from the defensive policy to offensive activity. This change began with
a heavy artillery concentration particularly in the VII and V Corps
sectos. The great number of counterattacks concentrated primarily in
the southern end of V Corps snhd northermpart of VIII Corps. These
attacks ranged in size from company to regimental strength. Seven
new divisional identifications have been made during the period, although
only two divisions are new arrivals in the West. The enemy order of
battle in the V and VIII Corps runs from north to south approximately
as follows: 272 Inf Div, elements 89 Inv Div, 326 Inf Div, 277 Ind Div,
elements 12 SS Pz Div, elements 12 Inf Div, 18 Inf Div, 62 Inf Div,

26 Inf Div, 116 Pz Div, 2 Pz Div, elements 5 Preht Div, 560 Inf Div,
352 Inf Div, 276 Inf Div and 212 Inf Div.

"Third Army: Enemy resistance continued to be very stiff
along the entire front.

"6 Army Group: No changes to report.”



n3%. 12 G . Vocumentation, - ,
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A, G=2 Cection, .
("eurce: 12 . Gp. ierort of Oporationa. Fi ﬁttar/lcﬁ.on .
Rejort. VOJ.. 1II. G=2 Sretion. Parts I-IV In Historical '
r_cors & ction, and -rchives of Histori Mﬁ.&on, SSUSA )

Xx Chajter VII. The Ardennes Offensive. p. 25. - ) o
"Gn 16 December the Germans launched their N@gut offcnain
cince the begi:ring of the campagin in Western Europe. By taking full -
advanta e of adverse weather conditions which restricted Allied =
reconraircance, and by rigidly arplying radio silence, the enemy
had =kt skillfuily regrouped his forees. Simultsneous gttack were
launched at five placed along a sevety-mile seotor. af ths Western = -
Front. The skill in regrouping and launching the simultameons .tt&eu
"chleved high degree of surprise. The element of Mprlu was
heightened by the enemy's disregard of terrain in selecting the poiu?.o
of atiack, and he tnrough rruored forces into sestors coms md R
i11l-adapted for the use of tanks, The Germans' inte
our ‘ispositions was, as usual, excellnst. The etteck was diroetﬂ
“t a port of the line held in the north by two divisions weeing | 3
first action -~= the 99th and 106th Intentry Divisions - end in tbo
outh agsinst two divisions which had Tedently seen much agtieom in ‘z
the Huertzen Foreat and were in a quiet -sestor of the line for rest -
snd rehabilitetion -- the 28 and 4 Infantry- Divisions. Nigth US ‘%‘ -
Armqred Division was backing up the line, but like the first two
mentioned divisions, had yet to see actdon. - Tyl Yaere
"To maintain surprise as long as possible, the Germaa th e
in many areas were initislly light and had the appearance of ‘recoms . ..
naiesance in fcrce. It as not until th. night 16'17 Ml‘ M *
Germane showed their hand completely and utilised airborne forceas; M4
sking the griatest air effort since Normgmdy. The enemy bad 659
all of his available reserves into the battle., Supplies had been .
accumulated over a period of time. The trensport of gasoline was im
highest priority on r.-ads in enemy hands 140 assure that the str

Panger forces had abundant suprlies. There was no question, honm, ’ j
but dmx the enemy count:d heavily on the surprise of his offensive . -
res:lting in the ca; ture of our supplies to sustain his attacking for é
VII, Letter of Instruction, P
¢Source: Historical Recorde Section. Slw-helﬁh ;
army Group File, A 46-172, 300. Letters of I ue) .

f#1. 29 July 41.. Subject: Ope:ations to Expand to Inttial I.odgenent Arda.
I
Annex £2, intelligence Egtimate of the Enemy Situation, Lo

21, Surary of Strateric Situation, ' /* '

Yollowing a discursion of pre=D-Da - ommy s rategy, |
the Nermandy fichting, and conditions in Germany, the follow ry views
vere advanced: j :
*Dangerously weak economically, the morale of its AT
_pearle at = record low, increasingly defenseless to air attaeck, its 4 R
political leadership threatened, forced to fight intensively.on throds o
fronts, any one of which might prove déciskve, and Lbnfronted with !, &

Y w—
] LN o
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Wl th ﬂ.a' threat of other masnr autavxzsp thc snemy mzs‘f. fim 2
strabegy. ¥hieh will ot ledst avert inmedicie defest. Under thess sire
mmr,.sn«:.m, the logiesl strategy muz} Ay pear o be orc of gradually
shortening 1in ¢, of egonomisisg Pordes ap far ag congisbent with
-ioflieling. the mnximit cost to the Allipn Sfor asch i w*l’?.a!‘:h galo amd
| eausifig the grwawah z..:assible felay. The encoy aight hops by this
e Lo strategy, aldsd possibly by efFeetive cie;vclmawt of naw wespong -
S . sueh a8, pi}aium.ts airevaft, lengerange rocketa and j&i-@rapeu@d
’ mrc*a,».a; o lolé on tntll tha foree of iko Allied &ffensives hee
: mz or maiwa’c& i,f ’sar wwx* hsas anddim{up

: , ﬁ».&maricms
dwwa . bring ia rei.m’owa:wnta to éelay ‘shis dwme‘m& pm&nt.
te ¥ : ,ut fm& ,irxﬁ QT?RB{}T}RG fam;rf '33 L

A that rhe' at-r.,xsgesﬁ umfs”ék-e'
Nl f&u}csi ¢o the batile line graéml}y mux g &tra«&

A TR
-80a ia mba munminmzs csimtry :Lf: tha .rasat.a_uc -

.' ??3,,9 Lﬂf t’mth :’S?‘m“ o cr' Live af' mn h:suz*s; K ”ﬁ?tei&‘fﬁz’ 19&’,.3
HREBRAE 2P EURRS COY- msnd of the VIX Corps, as now oonshi tu‘haxi; with
the mifslon %5 rodie¥ing ihe BRITTAKY Peminwuly-and prodeeting the
south fiank of thw Trelfth Army OGroup along ths ICIKE R, Jver i‘mﬁ ite
noukh %o CRLFANS axelusive. MNinth Army” will prépare or Further as;i«m
te the sret on th@, right south" £lank of the Third Emy’o :

Rg,\ PEEK- RS Sy
k]

7»0

£8, 10 ﬁep Az,.

LR ta. "Lis L&ttm g Tmurucﬁons confirms verb&l nmem o*’ the
Arhv va Gore ander ﬂmrwdy issued bt;t dws: not sa:x iﬂm&nt tlmm

1
’."E

a., Ssa Gﬁrram; mtez}.ignnoa pmmrye

mm,zy the - mﬁdx; ’i‘ha nmﬁm& z:ri‘ the (‘mannel paz*
O glbss ang. the. ﬁaﬁx"
- b @myi.st,e&e R
SRRIEECIES O ‘Pmlfih ATER umu}p adﬁ& ces to ‘s.ha Fest

, .1ead§ m’ar bhn fﬁhk}f "ivez' frc:a »&m&m m ?’i’is.»K [

irst ivhy. : R

ST (13 Continne the advinos iissa Eaat, b peours ezms-zingg
LBEIRE Rever in the vizimity of KUBIENZ, BOWN ad ¥ :
e 4) Katataln contect »ith 21 Sray Grow

ths rl t{rm*t%‘} Timaks -
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Far. 1o o g mvf.zwztium

?7 "‘mrr Aray- -
A f1} Cumi’mv the advanse 2o ths "‘as‘t in ne And Ri-Lye
. cmaa} aon of tne WENE River ia the vieinily of YANIHEIK and NAIN..
: R ¢ 4 aui‘fician% i‘arms besoms available ta Thrid Miay, it will also -
“gelae A bmdgahaad in ths vieinlty of KARRSRUHS. .

oL TR TLSTA(B) Protest the sonth flank Zast o OBIFANS tnelusive.
: e N A '“';?LE,QG }iignﬁz Arry. Redves ‘tha BRITANY. Foul sula end proteat isha ‘ i
. ST B 40 R alouc ‘bhe h IRE fxiwr from iy, m§: tr fa ”QEL’F"“‘_,em%mvgﬂ

by T ~ e - g " -

ik 4
ﬁt’fa‘a: e

f,w *541; Ha, ’.ilmz 3%3:@23“ emf’wssiw pos.:.tiws btﬁv by ‘t}‘e mw}' a-wg thn
t"EIK& TIVD Line in '!:I*e; worth faglng the Tirst ¥.5. wnay #nd along
e YOEFLLR A ver ire the south fesing the - Fuird mS Ary heve gives
 him an. appczrttmity o ragwmp :mﬁ strenyg then hiz forces defiding
Lo Ihe arprozoes Lo GERVANY. Sew divisionn hve boan arriving from tralr-
i P ,inf* argre 3n GFRVART srd DRWPARE sad from t‘v:; Roay MI Front, The
o »e\f: enb. arrdrizty have besn employed in the ares o4 of AACHEN rhers
vhe Firet V.S, Krmy le @ ving torarid X"m‘ £t w*“’rmt ‘nm*hgmua
uﬂmaryo ,
0, {2) For the inmedinte Fubtmes tha 12163 }:Jcpgd:&tiomr:r Prpge .
'**UJ Crake dte rain e orh on the left, The Twoniy-One Army ’Bmur hay
Clmes dlresteq that the clewiing and oponing of the gort of  NIVEER ir
of Jirgd Inportanes, &b the sama tlme 36 w1l cnntmﬂé ite preasnt :
driye ta the northesht wi - tiaf A of. ﬂma,.g fimg the RUHR Valley
¢1. the northe -
(2)eixth Lpap Grmm conbinues o &t% ol nertheasteard
to sedze the RHTHE erossings pet ,nan SFEXFR and MULHCUSF, inclusivs.
£2. 8. Simes the support of the atback‘_ £ Twenty-tno Army Growp
is the primery nawiﬁerationg the Twelfth . my CGroup will:
- {1) Clear the sre. briwoen its Ieft(ncrth) Toimduy and -
the YLLCE River and probest t.hst right flank ef Twenty-tne Aymy Growp
S D -1 fm‘ north ag RAAVHELS.
: -~ {2)Af%er wiosion {1) i mesured “and vhen prffictent
: fara@s bercre avallable rueh the atisck on R0EN, : a
e {3)) ésaﬁm tha defensive exaep«.. as_indionted in {1 : '
{2} abovee” i i o
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R "‘L Ho ?ﬁe gmrf*nt in‘t&llgg&n"e awmaz‘yu K T

I IRV By 2 Arwy Group has the insediste task of »::lming the ) )

e mg*qy frou the weet of the VEBSE in the VAT aves = .frosfhe mpomors .

B mmrﬁ 03 veaches te smm., Yhen there & _gg;i&m Doy baen wmmp%.mm

E t}wy plan an ahtack seuthward betwoen the RUTSE and R Rivers. e

: T8kl Airy Grow, continoes 3t attagk o our pousb flank
w seim Yha BEIFOET gep and peaure armzings ;:f th. RHIRF in tho :

: vicixxl by ol :;TEA.smimt

ros~¥2e B, Telfth 1wy Group. *ill mawa:» and pre;
”"1’@ 5  BHT! date

W‘—WA%—:F-«A ERS.
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= ’g‘gg; :'L’}: \)pgr“zj‘;'tg.uﬂnbingF ID AES? Z?}E 0 5

] . I

v PERUBY er;er; attack vi11 not be nede mer: than two
{o az:t:aek vf Heeond Lritish &,,,ayo Tergst date, Third Lrwy

ra - - - v - R -

o Amen’ Jnbs ‘i:o bﬁtﬁar t‘f’ Tnstrnwt;m ;%Bﬁ,, a1 f’e‘mb&r« o
LT uring the Fellowing eontk six{6) amendments we:ge iemaeds
Ly B a»x 1§24 3C Dot #3, 4 Wovey #4, 12 Sove; ¥5, 21 Nov.p #6, 27 Bov.

' Jf these clx an@sndmams, only £3, 4 Norembor, rastate:i &nd
fertalnod 0 the dxey Grovy'e whiesilves, #n fullowss

11, Tr. complisnces with SIVAY Bireollve,datsd 2 November
- 1944, Lett - of instruetions humbert w*ng hc—:aéqmrterg we&fﬁz somy Gronp,

- .is asendes osipdiested helow. . -

12 . Dolete Bovegra: ke by in amﬁ _;a{ a3 Saum‘t_tntas

: 711, b {1} The 21 irmy Group fivet pricrity mission
le- to Op&a she rort of ABTNTIP. ‘hea eperstisng to open ANT IHP howg
cen sz Lo dal, they wiill atiagh the sremy vesh of the PEUSE zwl adwnnge

o oohg BhiL in eomoleatlion vhib She adtacX of Twzifth lxwy Grow sud
*:}‘::. A thee Twalith Apmy frow norts [lank. the i{srget dave of Jﬁi@

ek will be 10 Howveuber.

(2} Sixth Apay “mup will continwe the
civenasive o conguetion with Tnird Azuy attacx m ih the ob,;fc't_wes of
Lapsaréhg CCRALSBURG and protesiting the south Slank of Iwslfth svwy Grop

Wy, a. Twelfth frsy \LAJ(}: <311 re-group and jrepsre
‘e am sdvance by all three{d) \rnies to the RHTVE River. Tar-nt Jate
First ol ¥lalh Arsleg, 10 Movsnber. Tavgel dete Third .rey, 5 Yoramber.

a3, a. (3) After the attack of Riwsd Arnyhes :eached
tie REINE, *anth Army w111 o3 ok norihwaed between the HRIRE - and the
KTUSE Rivers in concjuction #ith Second British Army. It will then take
over the area west of the RHINE ¥o REFS inclusive. A Hew Inter-group
boundary»ill be annonmed later, o9 R
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Thie ! “ter of Instmtian Lzt ismmd ai‘tm th;: 191mo} ug oi the
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‘;,-; viLY, Air Gpemtiam & Gbséwazisna ef Enamy ﬁcmzmsntae

m sevged Inbelligenac awz(aix)g toaurd » dsily reports titled
AIR OPERAT N5 AND CHBEAVATICNS O BMENY LOVEYENIS, consicting gemersily
of the Fol. wing mertiones 1. Air Operations (iy corvande,e.p, VIIL AF)
1I. Breny icvements, YII. Schedule of C)paratiens for the next day.
I¥, GAF Ac. vity.

Of thoss four sections, the IT. ddoodly any ﬁuwwxﬁ;s paﬁsins'i
to enemy 1 :ldup, It however; lacked laterpretitive comesantary, °
war axtrer 1y detalled in anelydla. Thu ssotion for 15 I:eeemm' fc:r
inglants, ‘oronptrated this detailed type:

) ‘{XQ Efmf mgt u»l‘s -

AT true; the heaviest rail eones ntrstion socurred
i GREVF‘HE AUICH =t 1130/1140 hours when B bﬁ"bed and strafvd ,-,z:} t!“‘ifﬁ a
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fzcnevark "‘M’ 3 of 1105 hours gho ol the rard ab BREVELLROICR with 50
p.\:.m bax eare. The rall ldnes suerounding thie aren were coversd furing
Ladp period and the possibilidy for thir eonsidarable lnerosse during
this ‘shoftp peried is not vexy probably. F/B re{mrn&.. Lo GREVEWBRCICH
srourd 1300 bours and attacked train of 10 box cars o uth, engine and
five cars Lust of the Yown. : ‘
Bfc13 line froa GREVIEBCICH to RISLURE revealeds Went

© of’ BEDBURG, . 7% mixed sern In LI . B/Y, 258 of thess ware oil; Sovth of

Yiedorf 80 nz.ua gars anuslly s,aaa vp of f.tats ‘and wasons Gp;“@ared
3,0(%6&*11

wag 1/2 full including 5 ?minfs, sveraging m 20-37 b gare - yard
’zygseswﬁ gewieu‘aleo .

[
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s b . .~rs¢¢$ A

R

. A e : ‘;“-;)';, \’;:e”r . :v rrie
o Iack ot aar&a‘i *acﬁnm&asarw due to mm'hnrz e - BF *ha perioé
1-1% Decembelr, ho nﬂanmiesanea wng floxn on 7, 99 I Eis‘eem‘::sera

Faport{&aiiy)' elosed 10004 for tha precseding period,

(Sovrca: For thoe 12 Seplembor ~ D@mfher 3944 e lede
Hiato: lesl Recorda \gx.ti.one IRdogmeodiers. Eicbawx  KOCCH
Pilo, A4LRel82, Drawer 5871, Box 6. }°th Army u”"fmgs
- Target Int ald.gmma G2 Alr, Air QL(,.T‘ ‘done and
Observatlone of Fremy Movements, }

no Brigp G&na EOL& 1b5?’t, a‘z, lﬂﬁt&r é Brigo Eo?-
Wililame, 21 Aray Group, 11 Dee 44,

HQ, 12 A Gp,

OFf.0f tha Aseb. Ch. of 8§, G=2
APO 655

1,1 Dec 1244

Eri zadier ¥ T. Willises, CBE, DSO.
EE), Eain Headqmrtem.
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Be r BilLl: .
Thank vou for ire paper on the ammj aiﬁt‘:ﬁtim ag of 1 ﬁeesm}ﬁr
snn g of 1 Forch. . ST )

3: agreﬁ with you as tha \mlike’ ‘leod of the br % belng stebalized

Tor L ng umless en-the line of the RHINE. We here ' e groat hopes of
Fetion going through the ling ip the ZREIBRUCAEN s1- . ¥e hope thst ﬂr,s.e
will gree of i one or two dirlalonp fros the Zixth & Panser %rf.wo .
Stong- the-wime that those divieions zre safely sne  » South of enghged
-inm the Bouth; we hope to huve the das situs¥ion onm & PR elusrcd

up, 40, thni WGy yracmc": to the CBINE iu fbs m:eig; . rhocxd ctf m GHE.

Aﬂ; to Geresn buimuu; ﬁn thiz front, Ik ve r* *g}aﬁm{;‘mw

,ymr m figtzrss, y&rtic:zla:’-\y *hen I nme %.hst yc-m :1}”’3.?&1’:‘" e no way ;

‘S.En vhe Third Amy area the %’naatesm yar ot ..aiéRuuBCKFN “

e
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feiim whirt percsntace will ¢one Fest and what. ps»rwnmsge w1z
wa 8. @0 00l here, honever, thal b ere nre meuy rocent and
gt} signs of Vaxi t!etﬁrﬁ.or"tinrx on o1 fyont, We thank that-
- inflicting casuelftes on him at & 3eotgel-tete xith re pech %6

ouf ¢ a skgpalides, thet his worale im ‘low, thet his units sre very

Budh unﬂer*strcngtﬁ, poorly o uipped, pooriy supplifsd and under-fed.
¥e x> #180 think thel his manrower s of imoreasingly poor quality
snd tr.t givén tire snﬁ faly wcnthur we o8N makg: progress against

Cbim . ﬁnh(ars;

¥ %,biuk one of t‘he &ost 5igrniﬁaant t 1in,_gs in the imrediote
SRy is. the slrosd c&rta:mty of record floods on the RHINE. Whila
this “8 8 twe=-ciged wespon, I think ihat ee pay Sird walu-ble uss for
thia agd Lver. in mmﬁating «trategie&lly Al Andustridlly inportent ercas.

LU &

3i rmeraly FOUDtg

EDWIN L. SIBERT,
Brigedler Genera, GSC,
h. Co of 8., G=2.

Digtribution: 2 coplea.

Soarear Historical lscords qcstiom Filas of 12th dxmy Group.
Top Secret. Traweyr §5737.° 371.2 EBilltary Objectives. Vol,
III. Ytea F137. § :

. Bowws A copy of Williomg p&per as referred to in paragreph one
kax w.% ne loostod.

v

X. dngwers to Queostions by Brg. Csn. 4. ¥,
Kibler, G=3, 23 Aug. 45, -

(Source: BT f“ics, %1866 }

< Tl Hﬁstmric.m Sﬂetﬁihnv ﬁ‘f‘i‘ET(Fear), suhait%ed guestions on
8 Ty 45 Brig. Gen, Lewic, I G/B, and they were answered on
23 hwg 45 by Erig‘ Got, A Frank in Kibler, (=3, in a four-page pepers
The $~ wawing atructa desit with the Germuin Counberof’onsive, in respect
%0 the pre-Countarolfensive period, p: they than the operational onu,
Guest. ong pertained’ to Opsration COBRA, the bdvanca to the SIERFIRD
Iins, iho ARDENRES, - S . ‘

1. %3, Did 1otk Army Group consider the enemy capable of an
ull-ciul of engive during Lecember 19447 If it did not ac consider,
vhrt « rre the prinoiple lzolos produoing obacuration m‘.‘ the eneny
gliimetion?

*A, Tha enpabllity of = Germn cffenqive oy ’apm.lmg

athaes? bag been dlseussed at this tire and mos considersd & possibilitv,

It vas not belleved, lowewer, thai ths enemy would rigk an offensive
of such size and seope ac setuslly took place. Obacurstion of eneny
situ-Lon waz rrinciprlly due to bwi e ﬂwr prx hibiting il effestive
aecy Lf 8ly recean Losance, ® . :

o TR By T e

|
|

Srdeio gt 30w

i
o i ey

i

,1
ES e

RS

Jﬂ‘;n . mihﬁ%g

b

i s i i 54 e

’:ﬁmmw‘ ;

i

i

:%‘L A Ll

segdbligh



P L |
g

. ooa

i 2 A Cpr‘.ocumeiﬁﬁaﬁi

"% LI G l2t _,rm,/ Grou; dld
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.ade o rreet t.bie t}reai'? : SRR 3
", It wis known during; ear“ly Dec "ber

Hat he ¢ divisions had” ban

tion™: the Siegfried Line For tre’ purpo='e
.t cr§ss the ROLE River and’'advancs to. the
P eposcd on 30 November to lalnch convérgin
destrdy this coné ntration west 6

Army "rou; vas to be directed on %

vwith -afmtnvmrd drlve by 21 ﬂrmy
uver%‘

o
laun(‘ a rr.aJor atttck

ixfmx o ' : .
"The possibil: ty of’an. enemy fpoilingaftack_- in the ARLEN‘\SS

area - ww reco,mized but it was the opinion that éven if they broke
tnrou«h there. tney uouldn't have anythmg l-with ms.ior attacks going on

ont by VIII Gorrs ifi the eve! t’ of a’ large; éale )

) --gtfar*l«-? Had plans been made to reinforca the vt Corfs " sector '
o (((Mesd typorraﬁhical error.)))

~nemy atteok turned out to be greéter than VI1l Corps could Gope

If thi
wi th,é“rc— serves of First and Third :Li'mies ware availuble on elther f‘lank
- e e C RN -.i'-:h?.‘.'u.-.._;

for I‘?l" rplniorcemen’c.__ I S
",. &t what time ai‘ter its start was ’che Gernan attack

recornized by 12th A my Group as’ ‘tgil-out! in vcﬂpe?
1." "A, Tt ig believed that™ on ‘the fight of '16~17. Decembpr v.ten
€y air and airtorned efforts viére made and ‘elements of the Sixth
-armjt were identified, “the faet that Germany as comitting all her "% I

avall] "_le r serv:r of nen, matemel and sup lies wds recognlzed." i

=== The plan r-fe:red to in The an§wer of f,2 we g the following. _

This "-' i-: oneé of the dccasional mpErxxkix ope_raticnal planis ind xnxnx .
tudj 1”7 kmpumi-ly the §»® G-3 Cection. This ®ne ivas, Estimate ¢ o;_ ituatnn j

~ injordBfiort in Ki Lil Flain, 30 ilob 44. Includ¢- & m&p, Filea in”
' ‘{i -*to?:r-ql fecord: Section, ETO I‘:.L(hiiscellaneous Log IL-206

‘ritt Len, by Col. laiiaDe Heir er; .
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#42. 12 4 G} . ch"entation. — _

YO
XI. activation of 12t JArmy (}Nup_.
Cince caru rv 1942 »Len the V Corps inttial inrcrerent of forces

srrived in the :ritish Jeles, this corzand was the ‘senjor ore for
M erican forces in the furopean Theater. Oper tion W hiik! 's Flan
jrovided trai onlv one american ~rmy vo:ld particip te in the invasion
of korthern ‘rance, but other American forces vould be adced after
*he fir-t ;hase of the inva: 'én, to be plsced under a sin.le american
co.s =nder and head uarters, vho would ccnéuct field oper-tions-under
the direct co mand cf the Surrewe Allied Comiander. Such a hesdcuarters
vag wctivated on 19 Cctober 19/, desiynated a: tie :irst US army .roup
(F'aG), in U TN, England, and commanded by Lt., Gen. “mar . . radley.
e was also a. signed t. commrand the First US armyee-the ‘merican
inv-rion rmy, vrich :ar activated the next aay in LRICTCL, England.

A.proxim tely wmont! after the 6 June 1944 D~Lay, on 14 July,
Liadouartric Twellth Apmy Croup vas activated, to be cormanded by
€neral :rarley, nd ~o-t of the FUSAU personuel vas tr:nsferrcé to
the new ea. variess, FURAG continued until 18 Octo.er 194/, when it vas
wenet vated, (ffectlve 1 au ust 1944, the Iirst and Thiré U irmies
we.e acrirned to the 12th .rry Group, and on that day Gsnerel iracley
r+linyninted command of the First BS Army, and arsumecd operatioral
command cf' the 12th .rmy Group. Headruarters 12t: Army Sroup vus deace
tivatad 1 year later, 1 August 1935, after VE-DAY,

{Sou:ce: 12th .rmy Group REFO. T CF OTE. ATICES, I1'al wTTR/aCTICN
rEZ CET. Vol., I. Sun.fry. Introduction, Ip files of Histori-al recoris
tection wnd lirt rical Divicion, JSTLA.

The Tixt US Army Jrow, ¢ s ac¢ ivated h%i‘)u., s the

©CoNi american rey Fr.oup in the ETC. ’
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Hgin Haadouarters,
21 Army Group,

8 Dso, 44,

=3

Du/BGST/T5

[=7]
%]

Dsar Eddie, . B

Aﬁtsahed is a paﬂer T wrobe on“the presant fora . ad what 1%
wight be by 1 tarch supposing the Cront atabilised mesidio, Since
this is unlikal;, in faof, the pepar wes deaigned to ergus uxat 1t would
2 ;nadvxasbls. ‘the aonclnaions warcapt rovizion in some 6f ailn. Ravap-
bholses, you way be g}ad tr havé it az e 'ruokahy’ te sde “Ye way we'lre

nthkingo

Yours Ever,

(sgd) Bili
. T, ¥illiams
Srim=Gen 4, L. S13HERY, GSC,.,

Ao Ca Qf So, G"E,
12th V.S, ARNY GROUP,

2 . an P e, . S = B .
- S ISt . L - " - . PR = ——

A T : SET e
PSerrzes Yash Army Grovp, File  AU0R Coudder aw. lontact Irteilise,
ol R 3 .
T -
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BOUB 03 JNUNY AT 1 DECAINIRR
Lo The eaeny has in goneral thrso types of divisiemes

{a} ‘expendable’ infaniry which has sufersd m hizh weateps in
reoent wpersticnt at & rabe ot alm diviaslons Jont weskly in the
Waat slone. In genurnl, ia the sedostdl half-of 1944, s suffers
& ot losy of aig,ht divizions s month, £or he mewwmfestures twaive

) ;siuiskmn o lose some Weonby on all fronte. This wasbapo hes
s mﬂma’}y boan intensified Ly revent oporabicus In the ¥West.
Ho bag Parbhor reseurass in Baaniinevin. whiah ava dirested, ol
B OHOrRE e of one divisisn & fﬁl“&"ii{;ﬁ‘k, 4o whe Weatara front,
- ‘;’% L oo apyrmim’cow ﬁﬂg mzmtry zii.v:as,eﬂ% in t%m weat,

{b) 'tmtic;gs} rswm of agmraxmamzy 16 I‘x, Po b&m ds.va.. ilsh
koD exosptions these have heca suoked inso haille almest in their
sasiraty in rensnt opsrations. Soxs were even in the line alrssdy.
Yheo Al nava Alew, however, ara csodnbly refitSed spd in the maln
in oquich secbirsy Ghies mly are roslly eamlrisl, Dhe sbabs of
rofereskion of pare aiw iz dwdlently vell bahind zehedale. The
Doe B ivs heve <)) been bid hard, OF whe ¥ive Pr dive, tuwo
awr L0 by partigliy emriua’{'ad frow lmesdiatie babils, The

- silasubien hes nov heen saffisiaadly Aangseous Lo snfaree Lhy
semmittal of =

{a) m‘ herdy ressrves (wpporently to voa Rundstedi’s wen hand) aave
Th o lostazos: Pa Lohr Myision which wonld soem how 1ikely b0
oot o casior Siow suain, Therd roemains fiws vafitted Pz dive,
sl delleved forwnpd of Cologne = Bunni 2 Py 1, 2, ® and 18 88 Pa
Mre, Thezs comprise & Ts Ay, Thess divisione should M, In

Caeneril, watl up o strempih with peod ecquipment, perhaps S04

airerisnoed mmcmnel, the reat younz, and sonu 500 (enls Vetwosn
- ens in egual proportisns IV, Panther end Tlger, 1.8. spprozivately
180 plus vexls of seah Type. Thizs may ba ap evovastiombn eg the
gdtute of Pz lohr Bivialon 8 {ar worss Shen = subtisipoased,

- Tou prssout aywa‘mm heve neused the suesy very suhebendla) osmusiiios,

astlinted Lo ungesd 155,000, They are having s wery wearies ofrosh o his
inlanivy: b?m,,' sre lisble to auck 12 elmost sil bis taetlonl roservas, meny

o

suioh Are aow much veduced in strowpth, To ve reslly efMetive, te yiein

Tieal ricuits, bhsy wast lavelve his xtritogio reserves. Vea Bupdatedu ie
figrting a hchly iotelligens Wattle, Zo scems unlilkoly to sisk this prociovs
cuesd over Yhe Hhins unsil either (1) e advarcs cver She fosr o prosent s

g,&

coab ot ko be bluasted by such bactioal ressrves sy Medsl pe availabiy

witain his sy az*-m.p; or {11} wabil ww offer him ogpor’tunz ¥ %o ke us ory
balanes 80 s":.hz:.i. Lo tay launch & comero;trokw Waieh could Have the objeot of
Fubtinge paid o due winbee ﬂmpai cadnze Bus there iv mowhe. - ebvious he esn

g-ﬂ

b asirs vitel objsobives.  Thr hruited sabbask towsrds 4 werp ie nob withia

hig pobsntiel. Fo omn haps oaly to dsliver a blow 80 o ro. 24 our preparne
3iear Ao 40 susrantes one foilurs So veoccmoanes HAfurs the ! ving, s onpne
gi%y 8 80 fo se ks in doubt, and, indood, hls elisapt wigl: zive us the very
sppertunisy v hava so Py felled to orcate, Fa naeds for . 8 entazprics (1)
bt wapthar, ekav oy aw tupmac} wi} asaﬁw e %i.m& H mmtimaé iiii}




uad Whether, . sw Dur alr supromeoy will diyrupt his nesem’alys yoi thie very
waubhor would . lop Ris own inkent t’:\i} He £ind us tired and unbslsnvesd (544) B
sdequeta {UAL vooks fur sustnined apereticus snd 4o retire in his own time ;
snould they fo § (§v) wore infantry oF good queliby. He would hen be talchng

“an Ixragox e though ths mursl prise would b6 greed, for a £illip is

hWighly veesssa.y, sad o diorupt our wister esmpalmming would bs & zein worth

many riske. I vorthelase, 5% geomd more likely, i he f¢ silowed to conbinue
sondustiog bie own operstions without highor intervantion, that he will stharpt

ta #mesh our L. idgehesds ovar uhe Roer = snd hold his hend,

5, Dur ob slagle sir zsi‘i‘auzim is dirovted on onemy Puel end onemy
ceaumitetione . Beth ere yieldinr dividends, yet to ohow rosults readily
oump thehle Lhoy mpanei on opersilons sn land being continued et full prossuiwg N
£0 smavre bhat oneny fusl consunpiion (nover:Yower than. taday) is Lniensified
snd gheh ruspwesrd disorpeniestion 1s 1%8oksd Lo forwerd lossss., The attsck on
conxonlephiione fa less offsstad then tha fusl situstlen by ground operabicns
girsw the wolume ef nﬂitsry 2ral40 Go the Teatern fvont e but & érap In
the cosen of Doprlas oconrayy w8 & vwholo. Jigh wesloge of weapoms end equipscni
in epeprticis v the tert would be, howsver, » sontributive frobor, %o pauswy
wn the ground wbuld ned levelldato the 2tvetesis slr olfenaive, but 1% would
daley snd 2indnish dta dividenda,

3 IF eporctiens wores sllowsd o stebillso botuwen now end, say, 1 Macoh the
Iotlowing “u our estinmato of the sisusilion:

1. dlitery

The eoamy would heve the opportunity to refit his reserves end, in swoh
- an erend,; he wmiy bu expecksd e heve, wlth the 5 Pansor Aray ho has refilted
gireedy, n totel of 10 Peneer divislong fadrly wull uwp o strength with pore
haps 1000 tanke, prepoaderantly Fanthers and Tigers (inoluding perhxps 250
TAyers 11}; 4 F¢ divisions end & Pera divislons. In sddiden we mey espect,
oa euryeni fora, the areatica of another 30+40 Volkagreusdier diwielons, sé
loest held » prebubly sore « of whioh oy be expuocked to ba diracted to the
togbers frent. 9 pood mand ¥ inferdor alvizions skould areive from Scmndinavia
sod 4 frue Italy. The overal)l inoreese, then, in liku bo & in the nelpghbours
s o hesd of am equivelent 4 Fm;sr. 2 *‘*enw& credadisiy, B &#«mtain and 30 lnlubry
. @ivieSons. fThie way prove.the last gaep of Germen divisioasl wmennfeturs i
’ m present ovidsuee 1t cen be dorrae It 33 not enblolipated thet & owoosseful
Roasien ufrenaive wwald nifeol this estimets by nore then 10 divisicms. We
khmzlu be preprrad for & Lotel of 90=100 divisiens on the Western Drond by
onrly Mervh i{ eporations shebiliee sosnmwiile. The msjcrity, as nosy ss 704,
would heave e € ESIEER OF 10,000 Wil POLEE Wluéanf supvioes, and even by BB
%11l e very 1ilseguippad wieh 82, fo disadwvnatege wmld be offeat in the
firet plese by she simd plven to bulld nore fornideble defensos aud for mors
rigwmz& mininz., Ae well &8 the improverset in hio frout line shrangth end
in partioulur of its staadard of teainlng, & daley unbil Merch would also eue
abls bin to sury out his Volkssturs orgeniekbion, o Hoxe Susrd aam ab the 1.
momant in its LUV stepe of developmons, ) 1
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) z&y H ‘h.ﬁﬂ; gré;iuaiim is wing up and the px‘a&wéié& ef Sab sivorsly
| durkny the - -ter a‘mm& mtwian; &l ter the ewagnrs!ziﬁ smgﬁha hy ﬁhs
b Biviade

,,F.«Jw.._ P p— .- N

k hzgm rato ‘of ;zroéaaﬁim of- ?.2‘ and an imprmﬁ ﬁaa&nim :mut be
mrpscledp e 5y WP precluds thoe development of nower sud mors foraidable
PRLRLIFROTY NCaponi . .

£, Zoon zle Situstien

Germen | »oducblon will coutinwe to Psil during the winter. The inse

of the nedn ion Ors supplies snd thy Ailfisulty of traasporting iven ave

 to tus Rube las osused & sharp oub fn steel output. Furthermers, lesk ef
mangeaese end vesudium iz affsoblny “the nuslié;y ol s\}ch stoel we ie produsod .

Tho trenzport situwation iv éeﬁwimﬁng S‘apiﬂl}’e Tho woar snd Leer of

Jivs swars of war is aow execorbstod by bhe hesvy Allled atéeasks en Lhe ysile

¢ L8R s stem, The soncomitent at¥suka on inporGeni waterwsys snd m HT fuel
arewnr orrdstay shealn on the esiloeys with the ned regul$ thal finished
mulolwp covpuneate std rew wwiwciale sre 200 ROTing in su f’iaimﬁ FUAMLLEY .
4 Lo aot axbticipatod, despliie cyrvent werry, that the straln is 1iksly o
rulven 8 peauarel atnile o solluaymon bafore Maroh Lf oyerciions have =zawm
Lebbink stabilised 1o the interim,

Tt lg embioluated that thestirele, io stveck o eneny oil will Leup
prode~tion o a level of 481 of the sressald é‘ig;ura. iz oil rassrves ars
vivvuaily sxhaveted bat desroessd ounrumpnion dus to o stehiliged fromb in
tne Liet woold sive him & cushion Zmrhe"ﬁ suffiolent for one sevies of duse
Leinsd wgz‘m*rﬁuu& st Pull prasdure,

Y

Imdugdey S8 balng effacted by toisl mobilicubtion by the withdrawal of
81l amn cenenle of bsaring arme oliher for the dvey or for psree-stlitery dutios
such s buiicing ferdiflociioas, The mxin #ffest so far ia to replece skillied
i labeur by zva.,«‘;*esra 'wi th insufiiefenk tredning to meiuntaia prosent mt;u*.,

Rpgont oy a.timekz on the Gernen armesand induetey have ‘sffented produge
$ion of Heuve wod M7 and the pipeline in tank oulput hos becn so redussd that
tanka 2vB iy sbnt Sdroet from aceevibly pleats to wsits. This is dus in
the mein to raduosd Saek produsticr, bub Sy ie Algo sffected by the sherbage
of 6il for wentings . Tenk profuctio. mey he szpzoted € b in thoe nelghbourhood
of 200 monathl; g.:s&:‘ ‘P ¥k IVe, 30D & Ponbthuve, 6O & Tigers $X), M2 produscion
L avphourly afiwoled by the loos o0 the menulesturing fecilities of the wet, -
The net rssul’s is that cwrrend cukpué is us6 ikely Yo sxcesd 7000 wonthly. -
£ ahork teve owkhion 4o provided by tho number of eiviliss vebiclos iz~

wsbilined by £l restrietions, The Uranspord situatien » rail, rosd snd webep =
La % iely L ahow inoraating dsieye in Lrofffe and & rodustion in the novemsnt
of cesential zovoda, This will oauss wmsnsturing eepanity, dvscif shricking,
to ko less efTiclontly employed, with a conseguast felilmg of2 4u the praduation

ol ariwvente .
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There 18 oo ressct 10 ouppose thay the evonumis mashind will brasek down
during the wiader, but % sonplies veuching the Army ars likely to b
iasroasingly balow he guanbitiss vrouuized Lo uguip 1% to full sbranzihe
The spusd of Ustericration cen, of cowrgs, be wossured only by the rate of
wastepo imposad. Ywo woithsl pause would reduce Ghis growing gap babwson
s iuetion end dessmd, ‘ .
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