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Shan the Comntsroffensive vac launched ot sppraxisstely 0530

on 15 December, the First irwr hed {hves Corpe on the lins, north

to south, the ¥IXth, the ?th, and YIIITh Corpe, each ocoupying iss
mit&cn sinen early Oototer, OFf these, the northern YIX and the
_oeftral V Corpy were pre~ocoupied with affensives of their owm, the

" fornor 1o peplure COLOGKR and the lstter the AOER River dsms. On

the othier hand, e soukkern VIIT {orps coouplied & gulet, defensive
seeator; Ploaza note the pozitions and swotors’ aize of the three corps
on the Twellth Army $roup's C-3 Situstion ¥ap of J$1200 BDecombor in
the frontiapsece,

The CGerssn ancdiught wag heavisst agsinst the eouthern ssotor

oscupled b the 711 Corpe, and dJdearessod noribward. 411 four of

tha V11l Cor:e divisions wers siruyk on 16 Decembar, by an identified
ten onexy dividicas. #hile the ¥ Corps was attacked zainly only om
its southern flank, the G9th Mivislon sdlacent to the VIIT Corps w:g
aassulted by slamants of 12 eneny divieions., OSouth to north, the Ind
end 73th Divisionas of the ¥V Corre who wave aarrying the zajor bwrden
of the ¥ Coxrs offengive, wore not azsaulied on the 16t by iofantry
foress, the 24 receiving sove ho vy shelllng. Iarther north, sdjasent
to the sentral ¥V Corpy, ahe VI1 Corps was not strloken during the day,
ard oontinued its owa af'fengive until 21 Decsmber, when it was relleved

and withdrawn to Belglwm for defsase.

Fnesy Cileusive Carebilifies.

The sorps held the opialon that the enemy regsyded his -
defense of 1lhe SIPGYRIED Line and of the AACHEXSOLH eorridor o
ths KUHR sy vital, Hia eericus defense wig expeeted, and & contisua-
tion of his defonse was fn gnenl regendad as the prissry steny csp&- -
bility and intentior. e cxpnted oomttra!;ucks against
imperioan penstraticus. C=

“When the VITI Gorps sesomed 1te sector om 4 Oetobsr, it
eauisateed that a$ lsast for poldtical psascns the ensmy was requirsd
to hold the SIZOIRIED Lins et =11 sosta, to Ho14 the Allled foress
on tha Feslsrn front; and thet the Lim's serdous defsnse wag expected.
The Corps continuesd this opinion, and on % Uscecbsr reparded the
oneay priscyy ability end imtantion ez the continvation of bis surrent i
active defense. Hir practics of giving new divisions experiepss on the -
FIII Corye front,then soving then glasrvhers sugzested the snesy's
derlre that the son rersin gulet and lnsciive, Counterattecks o resctore
positions ard reinforcements from reserves wers unexpected unlsss the
esgny Jalt the VIIT Gorps vae agunting su offsengive, German forees
wvere cohuldered o be very low in quility.
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: 3&@3::’5 to and nm'th of the defussivo VIII Corps, the
V Garpfs sas engaged in offersive asction during mozd of the peried

AS@otober=15 Denembor, and iis atititutde towards the snewy’s potentisi-
- itles was goasured agaiust the Corps cwn opsrations, as reastions to

the ¥ Corps drives. According tc the Corps deseripiion, the sneay
sivongly sad deteaminedly resisted the V Corps advanses, particulariy
in the MOURTOEN Porest and the SGCIRIDT mimc Thig dotemined

© . defenss was rsgarded ss tha current snd expoctsd eneiy's mpabil&t:r
; &y the'V Corps U=2 Estomats of & Dedesher. Howaver, prompt gounters
nitaples with awnilable ressrvwes conld be expected ez a roacticn fo
. ¥ Corps penatrations, lussmuch g the Gernan systen of dafenze yas .
“hough %o bhe hasaé uphn ;esmdiatﬁ c,wntar aa;:.icm ta mfrxtai& m !:a-hua
Vpesitieﬁa E s

e

siuim o the e:ntrol ? Garps, t}m mrthmat Gorp: ot

- the Flrst Ammy, the TITth, was oscoupied with an offeusive on 16 Deosmber;

an? had bewn 8o engeged einse DeDay, & Juns. The purrsnt drive mas.-

. from appreximitely AACHEY 4o seise ROLN, and hag bssn lsunched om

15 Yovember. 2ithin & wosk of oparations, the VII Ooaps decided the
enwny coraidered his dsfenge of the AKCHEN-COLGGMR corrider as vital
1o the BUAR, aud the Sorps G2 B-4imete of § Descusber considered the
%ﬂﬁ&,}" B nogt 1ikely caymbility to be his continned active dafensea of
his poaitions. Heayy snony 1ossez bad been consiatly replaced during
{he poricd; and the YIT Corpe wondersd how long the defense could |
eonbinue in the fave of the loss rate and {he wow desand for Sroops
erising in the south, ' This Xztingte ss bighly probeble a
counteratiack with slsmants of ihe ® SIXTH Pangsr Arsy after
the Corps rosched ths east bank of the BOIR River. ,

iﬁﬁﬁmm Exidence. ,

i

0f the thres 00rpE, the TIIIth soguired the only ostemnibh %,
evidencs of sw izpending atinck on a pajor soals. That is, Corps .
divisons obteined savem dats,; but,as noted in the Formarding of Infor~
peilon disoueslon, the VIII Corps G-2 was motifled of only four of ‘
those seven dita prior to the 4 Docerbor attack.  Bingle or sollestively,.
thoze four dktn were nussricslly slight woon vhich to predicsts sn -
socurate prediciion of o najor srway ‘Gownterblow, ‘In stops and yelise
bility of informents, they were likewire wesk, Two dats comosrmed .
ingreoasing enery. vehionlar avtivity during thei2-<15 Dacezbar psried,
no patiera of sotion conld be derdved from the several, separated

"inptances. A civillan Luxesbourg woman turned herself Iin %o a diviafowel
“0IC on 14 Drosber, ard desaribed sosn anssy bulldewy in the VIADZH-

BITSCRG sres, bnt her cepluring division deslaved that she hsd noted
ilttary significarce on hur radn travel rvoute, & P¥ was

captared b 1930 on 15 Pecswher, who referred to en impanding sttaglk,
© -7 -Hs zuid he had wirived on tha front on the previcus aftsrnoon, rellaving
= an unknown units which-was puiled out ami briefsd for ag a*tﬁmk betwesn
SR 1’? Docesber and Chyistans, but the P¥ 21¢ net Imow 1f the front were W
ﬂsﬁmnﬁai, &ﬂwn, o i‘he wniire fwntg As m wﬁwsw &&ﬁaan
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 chzexved, the PV was mimly vounded, ard he wss inhmzsm while
vnder notphim@ His aaharancn vag questionable. B
- Fote is um t:eat these four data wors the only ones of Wa
ahloh were Torsesded to the VIII Corps heedquaters by the forpa

- divissnns prior %0 16 Decomber. .The Corps Judgwant of the ereny

" intertions therelfore took into acecunt omly those four, &ctwll;n

_ w divinions capturcd three other P¥'y on the. 15th, ons

atatea from henrsay or rumor thet am large-coala oﬂ'mﬁ.w mt

: “Irainent, ' Feither theze throe ror the one repepted to the Corpe
.« Provided subgiantive, written Information, e.g., officisl crders and

U "plamg. Thug, the four date forverded to the Cors mﬂqmﬂ.e:‘s were

. B vnlr atttek erptons possessed by the Corpo G-2,

« z.fr"

......

}nep

ap wovszents of two truius and & few vehlelss, fyom which no rattern.
_obuld be dedicod. Ferthersore, thu eoemy's setivity was defenalive -
‘and fostive, limited to prirailing and speradtc artillery, il
ma«aauggaaetim of aggresein intmtim to the VIIT Corps,

Unlike ite southorz VIXI Corpe velpbbor; the ¥ Coxz:s dig
uot posgesn eviderce of the lmpending stteck, Ryther; if altack signs
sxisted the ¥ Corpa did not recognize thsw, It posasased ko zpecisl
dats revenbling that of %the VIIT Corps which on ite fece valus esevsd
to point to s isgge-ceaie onasy soiblom. The enemy's strong resisterco
to thae ¥ Corps offengive operstions perlor 4o 16 Decenber wers inter-
yreted as sxprstiod rsaction. Alr reconnalcsance 3id pot revasl
attack signa, It wos negligible.dwe to bad westher,.but vhen rlighta
ware flomn they 4did not disclove inforsative data, .&a%xmuy,
sativity »28 largely swoport of the offensive ground ogaraucns, rather
than reconnalssancs for inforsation.

Similar o the V Corpu, the TXX "GQrpa wes preé~orcupled with
41ts own ofPenplive during dha pre-Sounisroffanaive par&od, and the
sneny’s defonsive action wae the axpwctied reastleon, which vas not an
atuck aign 7Y yartimhr sysptone wers woted by the ﬁ!c;xazm.\S

e ot s- o R gf':,;g .:’x‘

- By the Mag e THE mjax- rmclita of the Sarpa mmiasim
ot %!wir intelligsnce data. wan ﬂwx thelir daily G-2 Perdodios, :
Mﬁ%*ﬁt&tmtw tha ININY CAPABILITIKS
seation in their perfodics, nt entries were. regulariy X chaese,s
~In contrast, the YII Cérpat (-2 Fapriodios 4id not incorporate wven m

title of that saction, sxgapt on 7 %wher whan i‘bgwud fm a

;M. -..:.* -

- Q-g Esﬁ;&mtu uf ﬁm m smam were
isawé b: T amm ems, The Y1178 Corpe losued #8, on 1 Ocoder,
Mu mmmm the G’ma sm it mamuapmitm, Tara

wwaeamm , ] )

a K ér@at, &srra air ncamias&m, ;ahm flmm on anly f&w‘ -
B &ays sr the 3515 Decsnber pericd, observed caiy “ainor sx:tiﬁty, push
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xullm'a wwa tstmm on 3; 8, 19 Cetober, and 9 Deceaber. Thous

" . of the 34.and Stk Cotober danlik with counterintelligence in Belgiom

and Levneadlourgs. énmmhmsss&ﬁhytbs?m;mbnecm,
‘ sndmtafthﬂr t:crpt vai on the Y&,

i' - In respect to highly sizrdmcmt uh mt& 33 taken
" that oiily. the VIII Corps reesived information that am-ibzy 1adicated
- an {xpeuding oajor offensive br the snesy. These were fomr datk

- vetelved fron Lig dlvisions during the lsst few days prior to 16 Decester,

An obeerved on the Diyiz on Level, the Corps divisicne scquired reven
am, but only Pénr were Srongnifted to the TIII Corps. The ¥IlIts -

,,ﬁacmams copfize that propertion. Thou ve. & the twe dats concerning

“ths masfﬂg engny teelfic, ihe one perteining to the balldewp
. Anfezmation provided by & ¢lvilisn wosan infersncr, snd the elaim of

% "n fapeding attaek kede by 8 PR, A1L four date recoived by the |

%1!3 torps were: ymﬁﬁ “réyorted in Aty 02 Pertodis for. ‘the_day, bnt
" there pas 5o svidence thit 1t vas fopwerded by wescoge to the Aray
;&8 ;&pp!aaeute& cxpoa&tioa& sethods Cne dstt, hcwnr,, wae rmrtea
m m t':orpa

‘ *‘rw Cther Gammés. aee Egoh of the f.bm Ce:qwa mm-a
G=2 isavancer froe bigher and sdjacent cosoends, G-R Ferivdios ves the
- pguel deeument, particulacly in the case of the VIIE Corpe. Firsd.
. Arsy Intelligencs Surraries wars also frequently received, Ths'
“FIX Corpn tended to poscesa sopisp of recent SRHAEF and Twalﬁh W
Gmup B=2 ,ﬁkl.: Intemgama furneries, i

mmmm&mmm

¥hen the Cowpterofiengive wor lrmnched at apjroxinaiely |
0530 on 16 an’ﬁar, the ¥ and V1Y Corpe weve enggged in offensives
againgt tha BT lane end COLOGHE reszpectively, wherszg the VIII Corps
eeonried o quiet, insetive, defensive front. 3s u corra the VIXith
reseived tha brunt of the sseault on tho 16tk when slsmants of ten
‘divisions struck it. Fovertheless, the 93¢k Tivision, the pouthern
flank of the ¥ Corpa, zad adjzasnt to the VIIICo: s on the ViiX's wrth,
7os the dlvielonal vietin of elrmenis 0f iwglye dielislons, Thus, of
tha actyally ssstulted divisions of the threw corps, the four of the

oy

FilIth wereon tha ﬁeﬂnw, hzt the ?%h ar ths v coxxaa ras; iak eanduagmg -

dte. m fo@ﬂd%t e

.. B etuu s hem bg ﬁhe 1213 m;}s tbat ’ azar cm -
e@iﬁm@fﬂutn would be made, and e eoxkand wras woprised Ty the
" ascault, Tre peslization of the attankts soupe wos not renchsd wntil
_approxinatsly sardy sormdng of the 178k, IXts G-2 Perdodic of 16400
‘Deseaberinferred that the attack ras ovly & sovnterattack to nmn,
“Yost pogitions, This vi-w was taken despiie the fhet that the
mmm Ty 2320 hours teo coples of ihw Cocpandureiu-Chied Vi.rt-‘:» ,

of the Tay, 14 Deearber, procluiming the founteyoffensive to -
z’wsr Cae copy from the ¥ Garys vas recelveld a,% 2x0. - -

T BN NI e e e e R S *’%w‘u L
- Jaeard wm?mw«aﬁmmmmzém ,
mﬁm‘. mm spareily planred an all out attack against
ﬂnﬂﬁm&YCmtﬁi&%nianﬁmww .
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siz the bﬁmdsry betwean the two corpw.™ The asursa of thiz dota ar

?.ha resesus Far the opluion wore robt stated, Fabirely poosilbles, bhowaver,

the ¥ Jorps S5-2 daxlvcd thia opinlons Tron wapi-us sourcer, the

T eain one being the caplur:d taxt of the Vou Pumistedt Ordny of ¢tha Day

gunsnecing the Gountepoffencive. Thle dogument was oaptursd by the 994h
Diririon, and Mwasd to *he ¥ Gorpr O-3 xb 13504, vho doubklens

showsd 1t to the G=2. The Corps G~2 thereby had sev mal hourz to onee

sider its meaning., Doring *ha dry, kowever, the ¥ Corpa issuances ]

‘pmida:r’* 20 indisation of iir womprohensiog of the mawy’s oblestiver
" and inteniisns. ITwtelllgence Swreakrics of 060C, 1290, 1900, snd - -

2400 desaribed opsebiong oaly, »ithowl aanrentary aw So thelr orerall
significance. Thcir gen off m«i"s action xna wntima& throughout the

. daF Ty iba 24 and 70th, Blvslons, whichk mars not aitagked, exsaph fer
< “move ghelling. O tha other hand, the 99th,, being actually aamﬂmﬁ,‘
1 tadngs Ined pasktions, against baawy pressiva;Usontingd two enewy pone

gheationey rwa..w:i intensa uzﬂizlery sad rowhar P, esadacted lmm
sonmteratincks iy sextare arféical pmc* tione, and svintalned contaot
zmbh the 24 Fivision op its left{norsh). ' e

. - In complete contruzat do the VITY scprs an'i gmt-ﬂi.ny to sz.ha%
of the Y&k, the TIT Gorpe was not a%iscked by the eneny on the J6%d,
excent Tur rome ghoellivg on ten towmny snd an asrsnll on one of the
tarns Dy 2 gixby maa forae whiloh »og rapwised, The VXXth continusd
itz own offensive vntil reliewsd by tha JIX Coppe at miﬁnight 23
Tagantor, wherstpon the VIItR-ithdrew Iodte Pelgium for partisip Sion
in the Countercffensive.

bk pkual e |
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aawogg gggg

ve wee lavmghad 3 &gg 0530
%o poukh, the «ﬂ# the ik, axd VELITH Osrp; ouek Scug

ggﬁpgga?«nﬂgﬂﬁggg :
soutbern VIIT Corps gw& a quist, defengive

tieng and ' sies of the thres evrps

a?wﬁgﬁigggggg

The gg%éwﬁ#oﬁggggggw
cecapied b the VII Curpe, snd deorasesd novibwerd, 411 fowr of
the VIII Corps divisions wore strugk en 16 Deseaber, by an Sdsntified
ton eramy dividiemp, While the ¥ gﬁ éﬁ pﬁbow% asinly only ez
ite southern flank, tha 99th E.qwcng SEn

sesauited b elensnts of 12 o 3&&.3? “South %0 perid, the Zud
ﬁaggagowgdgngggggugg@@
of the ¥ Corps offensive, wsre sot seasultef om the 16%h by imfantyy
foross, the 22 resoiving acwe horvy sballing, Farther north, adfscent
to %aﬁ:ﬁwag. gha VII gcé@aﬁ%ﬂgaﬁwg%%ﬁ
and eomtivmod ite owa offemsive wntil 21 Decazber, whem it was relieved
end withdmwn to Belgiwa for dufense.

539@%»&% gvgg
%gﬁ#.a ﬁs§§a§§§
the MOER as vital, Enaﬁwsﬁ%ﬁgﬁag ngagaﬁg
tiom of hls defynge wae im §
. bildty snd imtenidier. ? Jorpy e

jmerieen gﬁﬁﬁa

: gg@ «»Sugim ‘
,g«:ﬁg ﬂaéeuoanﬂ for ﬂgwgsu the Ssa,ﬁe g@&&
@aggnwnﬁgﬂgawa all.goats gguaggg

on t2a Nestern front, epd thet the l@t«wgg defenay wes sxpacta.
Gerps ocotirusd thig eplaion, on Tegardsd ,
snemy prissry edility .ﬁ@guﬂ 23 the gﬁfg aﬁ gw
_sctive dalenne, mnum peagtion of givieg nes divieions w
‘desire that the son rerain quist and istotive. ggﬁg Sﬁﬁgg%
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-Mdjncont ¢tc avd nortd of the defessive VIIT Corps, the
¥ Corpa was engaged in offersive actior duripg mosrt of the period
6Sctoter-15 Dacesbsr, and ics sttitutdes tormrds the enexny’s potentisi-
ities wag measnred szuingl the Corps own operxticns, as reactions to
the ¥ Corps drives. Acocording te the Corpas description, tha enesy
sfrongly sad determinedly resisted the V Corps advancas, particulaeriy
in ibe BUKTGEN Porest and the SCLGMIDT reglons. This detsrainad
defanso was regarded ss the current and sxpected suesy's capability
. %y the V Corps G=2 Estonats of 6 Deccabar. However, prospt ooustar-
attacks with avallable rese:ves could bs axpected ad & reaction te
. Y Corps penstrations, inaspuch ae the German system of defenze was
: mongh to bz basad wpoa immediate counter ackion %o saintain the battls
poaitlon,

Sinllar to the oeniral ¥ Goxps, the morthermmost Corps of
tha First lemy, the VIIth, war oozupled wiih an offensive on 16 Dsoember,
zad 423 bosn po engoped since DeDay, $ Juns, The current drive ws
fros approxinately AACHEN ¢o setzs XKOLN, and had Dean launched on
16 Yeveapar., »ithin & weak of cperations, the VII Corps decided ths
ansny conaldared his defenss of the RATHRN-COLOGHE corrider aes vital
iy e RUAR, and the Corps G~2 ¥ timste of 9 Denomber considersd the
angnt's mozt likely capabtility to ba hiz contimusd sotive defenze of
nis positionz. Hesyy snény leoasee had besn cornstatly raplaeed during
tha periad, ard the YIX Corpe wondersd how lomg the defemnse oould
contimie in ths facs of %he loss rete and the new dexzand J{or troops
sriging in the south, 7Thrias Zstiuste rsgerded ss highly prodeabls 2
gounteratiack witk elsmenis of the snemy’s SIXTH Panser imy after
the Corpe resched €2 eaxt bank of the ROFR River,

Jask of Coupterofiensive Exidencs.

- 0 the thres corpa, the ViIlth scquired the only cstemsibls
avidence ol sn impending atteck on 2 majer scals. That is, Corps

" divisons obtained seven dats,; bLut,ar noted in the Forsarding of Infer~

nation clweussion, the VIIT Lorps Ge2 wap notified of only four of

those soven deta prior to the 1O Deoexbor attack, £ingls or eollosiively,

thi ez Tour détn wore muser!osliy slizbt wpow vhich to predicate an

. ascurate prediction of s major emr3y comnterblow. Ja soope and relia-
oWty of informants, theay wore likavwize weak, Two dats concermad
imressing oneay wehicslar activity during thel2-15 Decesber period, but
no pattern of action oould be derirved from the zevural, separated
inotances. A &ivilisn LuxerPourg womsn turaed herself in to & divigiomal

\CIC on 14 Docesber, and describsd soms envey YWild-wp in the YIADEHKa

ERITBIRG ares, but her ceaptaring diviston declared thet she hsd noted
"wobhing of m»ilitery significanes om her msdn travel routs. & P¥ was
captuared 2% 193¢ on 15 December, who referred to en impending sttash,

Ho £8id he had errived on the froat on ths prewicus aftsrnoon,

an waknown unit, »hich wes pulled cut and driefed for an 2itack brtween

. 17 Dececbar sud Chiristmes, but tha PE did not know if the Lfront wers to

be regimenial, divisom, or the entire front, As the cspturing divizon

. o B . ! .
. ‘ Bl oy ;A'."g:;c,‘ ;‘;gg‘-‘g .*g‘;‘h_ }:;H:i LS L ~‘_‘¢ B R = P T - ," [
R e . .ty N / L . % -
. - - . [ L. L3 v
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ohz-@:ve'“ ihe P¥ vas seriously wounded, snd he weg interrogeted whils
upnder voryhim. Bia soherente was queationedle, -

Noye- ﬁx t,eksn that there fowr dats wore the only one: of seven
which wore forwarded to the VIII Corps headquaters by the Corps
divisdons prior o 15 December. .The Corps Juigmsnt of ibe enewy
tnte: tionc therefors took into aceount only thome fowr, Actually,
tro divipions captursd three othsr Ff's on ths 15th, ope womdded, |

" .. wha stated from hemrsay or roeor thet am large-scale offensive was
. imminsnt. Nelther these three nor the one repsvted Lo the Gorps
. provided substantive, written informaticn, a.g., offislal crders amd
_plang. Thua, the foir dats forwerded to the Corpe headqmrten wers
t&*s onl;r attmk eyspbm peaeeased b:;' ﬁu cm':\n sz. e S

- :s'n contrasﬁ, corpa air recomisrmm, m flo‘m on only tivg T
days ef the 1=-15 Decanber period, observed only winor aotivity, swsh =~
ss povesents of° twvo traing and a fev vehicles, from whieh no patiern
could b deducded. Furthersore, the enemy's activity wap defensive
and insctive, liaited to patrelling and sporadéc artillsry, all -

" nop-soggssetive of aggreseive intertiona to the VIXT Corps,

-~

Palike ita seuthern Y117 Corge nelghbor, the ¥ Corps digd - i
not poscess eviderce of the ispending attack. Rgther, if attack signs j
exiziad the V Corpe did not recognize tham. It rossowssd ¥o spesial
Asts resewbling that of the YIIT Cerpa whick on its face valuc ceoned
to point to & leasge-scale ensmy satica. The anemy's strong resistance
to the ¥ Corps offensive operrtions pricr to 16 Desexbar wers inter—
vreted as expacted mationo i3r revonnslpcancs. did not reveal
attaok signe, It sas nepgligible dus to bad weather, bal when flights
very flown they did rot discloso informative dats. $ tually, air
activity »as largely swport of the offensive ground“operations, rather
than resonmigesece for informationm, .

Eimilnr o tha V Corpz, the VII Corps was pre-accupied with
Yo ius own oftenaive during dhe pre=fonnteroffsrsivs period, and the
ﬂre'w's defongive action wap the wipscted reactdon, which was not an
ntungk aign. Ho pqr “lenler aymptmm wore mted by the Carpss ¥

By tho Corps, === THe rajor md.’nm of the corps mwd&w C f
of their iptelligence dats was ihrough thair dally G-2 Pcriodiess -
_Pach of the 7 and t&m YIII Corps included the EHRNY CAPABILITIES
‘seotion in t.hes.r m antrien wers rogularly Jo gchanas.
- tn contrast, c-z Feriodies d42 not incorporats even the
- -‘,t&thofthatmﬁen.meyton?!)mhortmnqmmfma o
- - 58&!? asz ﬁeekl.y W. > .

e s e ~»1-2 tmm ‘of thu W mw:lm , o
' ism&é lar ai;l % Guwl. The VIITTE Corps 1camed #8, on 1 Oecber, - k
duriae the xm-tod iz which m Corpu kspumed ita Ardennes Mtion, and

~ 2 - N . )
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‘the actually eseavlied divisions of the three corps, the four of the
-HITith weveon the. daﬂnse, tmt tha Q%M tha v corps wac m aoudmting
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tollw&i with Estinates on 3, 8, 19 Cetobor, and 9 Cecember. Thome

£ the 33 and 8th Goteber dealth with counterintelligence in Belgium
sud nxenbourg. in Batimota was lswued by the V Corps on 6 Decembsr,
axd that uz‘ the VII Corps was on the 9th.

‘ - In resrsct o highly aignﬁ‘iaam dat&, note in taken
that cnly the TIIY Corpa receluvnd information that ostensibly indiested
en inpendiog zajor offevaive by the cnenmy. These were four date.

.veosived from Lty divisions daring the last fow doyr prior to 16 Dosssber..
- As abserwed on. the Divie-on level, ths Corps divisions acquired roven

Axta, bet only Fowe wers tranenitted fo the VIID Corps. The YIil's
drsaente confirn that proportion, Theu we ¢ the tvo data aama:mim
the hrarmvi.ng enaxy treffic, ikhe cne perieluing to ‘the bulldeup
Znfoesaticn provided by &: elvilian vonah faforncy, and the olals af
un izpending attack pade by a PE, - All-four data reee:‘va& by the -
TUT Coriia ware ‘proeytly reported in $¢¥# G-2 Peric8ia’ for the éaw,
there vep 1o avidence that it vas forwarded by nezceges to the Ammy
&6 eurrlmmtary, sx'tditicus sethked. Ons dnte, bhovever, wus reported

PFroe Gthnr Gmunﬂs. ==o ¥ach of tha thrae Corpt reﬁeivsd
=2 Lgrvancer frox higher and edjecent ecersnde, G2 Periodics veas the
ugual degument, particularly in the cuge of the VIII Coyps. Plrst

- Srmy Intalligenge Surraries wore zlse freguently recelived, ZThs

YI¥ Corpa tended o posscss coplez of recent SEAYP and Tuvalfth w
Group G2 # ekly Intelligonce Susreries,

mmmmwmw.

Yhen the Countero’Vencive wer 1 mnched el approximstely
0330 on 16 Tegextor, the T end VIY Corpe were ongzged Sn offensives
against the BOFR éaaa and CDLOGKE respectively, whareze the VIII Corps
oseyied & nolet; inszetlve, dclenmive fromt. As & corps the V1IIth
reocived the brunt of the smeanlt oa tho 16tk when elesents of ten
divisions struck 1t, Hevertheless, the 99th Tiviaion, the aouthern
flank of ths V forpg, and adjzocent ¢ the VITICor s on the YIIi's mrth,
wep the dlvisioral victim of elenenis of twelve divwiclions, Thus, of

1

itz own cffensiw‘ ‘
%o bellef e hem Yy the VIIT. Ceu‘bc ﬂmt s sajor em

gmuamrfmiw would be oade, amd the comnand was surprised by the b

asrault, Tis pealiention of the stiacX®s scope wis not veashed il

" aprroxisately carly sorning of the 17th,. Yis G2 Poriofic of 162400

Dagenberinferred that the atieok was only a eounteratizck to restere
losb positions. Thiz wirm was telon despite the fhot that the Gorps
possessed By 2320 honre $%0 coples of the Contonder=tna=Chiet Nprt's

© . {wder of the Day, 16 Dreasbor, proolsiming the Scuntercfsnalive to
" the “amn rcme; One copy fm tﬁat Corpe !aau m&ws' ut 2120,

Awmmﬁ to the ¥ Mc 6-2 Faricdso t@t mu«mzm

. ‘Taoeabert *The enesy syparently planned an all out Atteek against
.. the 1’131 am& v Gorpa vm:s the uin smrhuﬁ dimm nmmuh
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at the bomdary betwvesn the two corps.” The source of this data ov
tha reusdng forr the spinicn sore not stated. Intirely pouvsible, bowwwer,

the ¥ Jorpy G=2 derived this opinions from various sourcss, the

" maip one beidy the esplusd text of the Vom Rundstedd Ordar of the Day

snacuncing the Counterclrensive, Thie docvment wap eajtured by the $3in
Diviaion, and phoned t¢ the ¥V Corpn st 13504, who dombiless

" ghowed it to G=2. The Corps had sev ral bours to eon~

gider its mesning, During tho day, bowever, the V Corps lssvanass

.. provided 2o indication of Ats cooprehension of the. enwsy’s objestives
T und intenSions. Intelligance Swaaiyies of 060C, 1200, 1900, =nd

2400 desaribed opsrtions only, without oomzerdary as Yo their oversll

- significance, Their own cffensive action was continued throwghout ths

day by the 22 snd 78th Divaions, which werz not attacked, exespi for
scae shelling. On the other hand, the 99th, being natually sssmulisd,

-malnkninel posStiong against heavy pressufe, contined two snamy pen-

atrations, rapolved Inteuse artillery spd'wopter firs, conducted looal’
sountsratisoks o restore orfiinal positions, nmx raintained contact

with the 2d D;lv:laiou on its mz&m

' n eam}.m contrust %o the YIXI aqarts amd partidlly to thab
of the Y4k, the 1 Gorys was not atiucked by the gneny on the JSth,
exzapt for zome ghellinmg on t»o tosus and an ascanld on one of the
somms by 8 sixty nsn foros which w2g repulsed. 7Tho VIXIth contimied
itz ovn offsusive until relieved by the JIX Covpe at nidnight 21
Tacstbor, whersupon the TIIth-ithirsw Into Belglum for perticip-tion
in the Counmd mfx ensive.
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YIXI CORPS

SRMARY

Followimg its B'RST compaion, the VIIT Corps{Minth Atay) relisved
the ¥ Corps(Firat irmy) on 4 Octob ¢ 1944 of its defensive position
along the VUK River, paralleling the SISGFRIED Line in the LUZEMBOUNG-
BRIGIVE dres, a 50 eile sector, and positiosmed the M Division on tha
forth ard the 8tk in ths South, The wﬂmm&o& to approxinataly
88 niles, to the southeait oorasr of iBOTRG, on 11 Ontober,
when tha 231 Vivision ves Sransforred from the Third ivcy to the TIII
Corpe. m 22 Catober the Corre passed %0 the First irsy fron the Hinth,
is af 15 Decexbder ithe 105tk and 28th Jufamtry Rivisions, ths Oth
Lrmored, and 4t Infanicry were pogitioned Horth to Seuth.

Janediately won eassumplicn of 1te drdannes front the Corps ssiinated
that the ensxy was requirsd 46 hold the SIEGFRIED Lime st ell costs, at
leagt for political resncns, 4o hold the Allled foross on the "estem
Front, st that the Lime'e continued garieus defenge xas sxpecled. This
vas the salieny thens af the =2 Egtimates of 1, 19 October and 9 Desasbar.
Acoording o the latter, the scesy's primary ability and intention wag
his owrrent &ciive dofemse. FHis prastice of savipg mar divigions into
the zone for front line emperiense theu cosmitiment slsswhers indicated
his Gesirs that the msone raxaln quist snd imaciive. Counteratiszeks to
restore pocitions and yeinforecsants froe reserves were nol sxpected
by tha 9 Decenber Est'mate mnlonss the enamy felt the VIII Corpz was
zounting sn offensive., Gerwan foress were appraised as beieg very low
In quality, to be hes:ily orcenised Xsmpferuppen, coarorsd of miscellansous
raplagosant, seourily,; and perviee troops. This lovw quality did nat
suggest offensive intentions to the WilI Corps, Nor did the fact thst
the enexy’'e operations warv defensive end inaoiive.

¥'IT Crops aetivity w.s llkewiss delensive, witg sons active psirolling
and tarszeing srtillery. Its defeuss was d4fficilt beoauss its fromb
wae siretohed gome 88 mliles, leaving srodts opan for patrol penstration,
Of the fowr divisions on the line as of 16 Desember, the (th and 28th
while bettlewlses, wers undergoing rest &-d reh-Mliitation, ard ihe m&u
Infentsy ;tnd 9tk Arcored were imexperisused, this deing thelr inmitiel
oonxl tinznt. i ) i

Informsation comesraing tho eneny was both alight in gueatity and
of inconeluelve authority. Bad westher operpletaly prasvented alr recommaiss no
on 10 of the days during the 1-1% Decesler psricd. Only short flights
vere flown on thw othor days, whish obyerved enly sminor -etivity suvah
ag aovwwnanis of two twimmdinz W ing and & few wohinles. 4t lesast no
pattern could be deduced from the data. 4s noted on the divisional
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’le’ml, (1) during the 12-15 Docouber period, the 28th snd 106th Divisions

observed inoreasing emsuy wehicular treffiay (2) a luxsabourg eivilias
wRan volmmtsrily surrsnded to the 22th Division on' 1L Desamber, ard who

- deserided Gersan tuildup ia the VIADIN-BITEURG sreaj and, {3) two Fi's

from oach tha {th and 1064h Divisions oaptursd on 15 Decsader stated froa
hearany or roesr that a major German offenaive would be lsunched

betwsen 17-25 Dussnber. Thase seven data were reasvnably $oo slight

for & prediction of & msjor sncmy ecunterblow. Thay wers likewisy wuak

in ssopa. Yo patisrn of wotion sould be derived from ths several, separatcd
instanse of sccellersted ansmy ir:ffis obssrved by the 28%h and 106th
Divisions. Even tha 28th Division wassried that the woman ‘nformer it
had asquired had desorided nothing of wilitxry sigaificance of what sha
hed ssen on har sein route., The statements shont am inpending attusk
naﬁabyths two R06Eh PM'g were founded npon hearsay, and wpon ruasy

tha teo of the 4ib Pivision. Ko subptative writtem information, ®og.s
officlal erders, and plans, were provided., Both 106th's P¥'s wers
woundad, reducing, doubtless, their colorenge.

Of these sewan dats, cnly four hed been foxtardod to the Corps, tha
two shout the msm? fraffic, that about the womsn informesr, and
that from one of ths P¥ Cf the four impasdiaz sttack claime by Fi'a,
the Jor s vas nodifisnd o!’ only one, and dle tesiizony was glven xhils
s wza under the influsnge of morphine. Even if his clais wera subslanmtial,
there ms negliglible time for the taking of divisional and Corps protestive
nszaures, beamuse ths Division did not lsarn of it dovtil 1930 on ths
15¢h, and the Corps 36 siautss later.

The Oprys pre-Countercffenzive identification of the enshy was 'Mr,f

Iwsoourate, Similsr to the totrla of the iadividual divisions, the
TIII Corps identified only four ensmy divisiems prigr to 16 Deseubay, yet

2en Aivisions assanliied %hs Corps fromt on that day. Its initisl cone
ception of ths ensny strength and res-rves gr2 expressed in its G=2
Lstinete of 3 Qotober wher the APdennes posiiion was gosuned, An awellable
strength of 30,000 wse then estimated, pluz & reserve infoniry divison
of 5,000 end = pinzer grenadisr brigade of 1,5%0. In contragt, the 13
Cetober G=2 stimets set the strspgih ad 35,000 wen, tnt ths 9 Degsuber
Estimate gave the figure as 24,000, with the roserves as fwo pansay,
ivo infeniry, Sive paragtiuts divisions, smd the Sicth Fauser irsy of
five divisions. Ae of 15 har, wmed uay divisions were
the 18th, 26th, 212th, 352 vizions. .

¥o belial wan held by tho YiXI Corps thct a n&w, hr:a-mh
snssy counteroffsnsive would Le nede, and the eormand was suprised by
ths assault. Reoept fre the guestionable four intcmgm& daia meutionsd
above, the Sy Cecps pestessed mo atteok iymptons, realisatlies
of the mpaafﬁnatﬁﬁmmtmmw:ywm

sarly
‘yoraing of tha 174k, Its G2 Feriodin fax 162400 December intimatsd that

uaatmkmmkammtmk%nﬁthMﬁms This view
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ey taken despite the Qorpe nid. byﬁmofmwnaéfﬁw
Comrander-in-Chiel ¥satls Ord of the Pay, 15 Decembar, proelaiming
the Counterolfensive to the Gema foress. Apparsntly, this reveiling
document, obtained from the ¥ Coprs vislon,

disregarded 1n the G-2's snalysis of the situstica.
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CRITIQUS
1. Assumptionm of irdennes Posltion, 4 Ovicober 1944.

Following its BREST oampsign under the Ninth U.8. Arwy, the
¥ITXI Corps moved that ocormand®s forward somes to the enemy's SIBLFRIZD
Line dsfences in the LUSINBOURG-BELGIY area.{Y,A#B} The YIIT Corpas
reiiaved the ¥ Corps{First Aruy)] compesed of the 4th and 286t¢h Infantry
“ad 5th irmoced Divisions, which moved morthesrd, adjecent to 1ta
forwsr posiiiong to partiecir tatc ia & Pirst Auay drive on the SIXGFRIID
“ine, A movs was made by the YIIT Corps during the lsst week of Septesber
and sarly Butober to the vio nity of BASTOGHNE, Belgium, and responsi-
LIliYy for lie new ssctor was assumed on 041200 Ccotober.

*The mission of the Corps wes to relieve the V Corps and take up &
4efensive pocition along the line hald by the latdér anit.* This Hinth
Army sonwe, wooupled Uy the VIi1 Corps only, was bebtwean the First Army
oa i's nwrih and the Third Army, and was & 50 nile lina along the OUR
River, ieralleling the enemy’sx SIS RIKD Line, { ro& ajproximately LOSHELM,
Belgive {10397} mouthmard slmost to ECHTERRACH, Luxembourg on the Cerman
frontier, The A Infantry Divieion was poaitioned on %hs ncrth, in the
visinity »f ST. VITH, Belgiue, and the 8th Division scuth npesr XXX WILYZ,
Luxembouryg.

I1. Bvaluotion of the Enewy Capaddlities.

Fhan the YIII Corps assused iis Ardemss zone in sarly Oct.obtr, it
immedistely sppraised the snewy's eituvation in &' G-2 Ertimate on 1 Cetobor.’
Thile aubsequent daily G2 Periodios contributed intelligence data, the
G=2 Estlimate wap the madium for the Corpe ernrsasion of its Jwigment alout
the Ger-an passlbili tilas. Two later Xstimates were issusd, on 19
Oatobar sud G Decext p.

a vontinued sarious defense of the SIXGFRIRD Line was the primary
sxpactation of the L Dotober Estimate, with three espadilitiss as
poscikls to coauntersttask leecally to reators positions, to coantinue an
2gtive defanee of curre t positions, and to reinferee for local counter
attacks or concentration for a laxger scals counterattrck anywhere on
ths Corps front, The ketimate of three wisks later repsated thore
epabllitisa, Bui, the 9 Dacembe: Ertimate nerroved potentisifitiss, in
that ths enamy's ourrant active delense was couslidered ns his prisary
ability and imtnetior, unless the VIIT Cory s went onto an offenaive. The
G=2 sxplrined: *The eneay’s prrcetice of bringing new divisions to receive
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i‘mn% line axparience and_then reliaving ﬂms eut for compittsent
slasnhare indicated hie depirs to have this pector of tha fronmt ressin
gulet snd inactive.® Countoratiacks to rertors rositions,and reinforoe-
ment from resorves wers not expected unless the anemy falt the VIII :
X .. Corpas was mounting an effensive. Thug, as of sbout s wesk procading tha
X - Counterof fenaive, the VIII Corps restricted the enemy's capablity to
’ : lus auz'rent &cti’ta &afmeg without coantmtuck pmbabilitieto

N mmmry % its G2 Estimtca, tha Gorpt m&n tw studles af
titled, THE STBOFRIID m's,

B Mﬂz mg m;m» ) P .
L Bk e Cotps G2 and, the mm i;md mas.cs, dabed 30

:;aptmber ‘acd 1. smm- respoctively. (11T, 1&'; ¥,A) " Both dooumants,
of  four and %!:rea yoages, lucksd convideration of the. mmy‘s arfemalive
potentialitiss, R -ther, both stmiles were desoriptive, dealing with the
. o - phyzical dstuile. of the 1line, such a» the aature of the fortifications,
' ¥ the deslgn snd strongth of wnmta yogiticms, amd tha z!afsmes facing

tsha VIII Corps.

MREENR A YR AR O

;&mmﬁls{m&m

Eraluation of ths eromy’s potentialities wae amt@d en the
Cor & level inm thr Corps G=2 Fetimste #3, 1 Ostober, and & Corpe
Avbillery mgelugunsa Raport was izaned on tha s=ms day.

w0 T TIRSREOROSGRN 1 o GRERR Y, LR SR D
- Y L N ’ '

CEEPS G-? 78TIH TE #8, 1 OCTOBFR. =~ Contimuad ssrious
defense of the SIEGIRIED Lins wes tho salient point of this docuasnt.(IX,;2)
Ths lsad sintense siated: “The Siegfried Lime en the frout and flsnks of
the area to be oconpled by the VIII Corpa is beling at:mgly defarded by
the cnemy.? The line was characteriged as *not a complets systea of
static fortifisation, but sather a light syetem of Anterlocking defsnces
Fiich incres e the defcasive power of moblle trveps. Tha doctrine for
1ts dslense states that in oase of a breach of the forward lines mobile
trac, s loosted in. guitables poar aress will itemdiqhaly gounterattack to
rastore the posSiien. Within the limite imposed by the lsck of mobile . .
. ) ... ressrves of good gualiiy, the snemy hag consistently. followed this doetrins.. -}
S in hier current Operations against the ¥ Corps. Him counterattacks have >
baen proept and vigorous; .,.? Ascordingte this Estim &s of 1 October,
© dgorments captured by ths predessssor comrmend, the ¥ Corpa; Indlanted
- Wihsy the enemy had heon ordered to hold the Siogtriud Iins 3t &all costa.®
Pay-by-day otden a lnst the ¥ Corpe and the mmerous PR statements as & }
. pissions of their miis indicated *oonclusively that, for political reapons
_ if for no oiber; the eseny will sontinue to bold the Blegfried Line as
leng as there 1g & chamc of ho,m ng ﬁu 141&& roms on ths Westm F’rc:mtc

i
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Az %o tho atrmgth of
_the oo ¥, £a1s'1-Cotober Sntimta belleved that n maximwm of 30,000
%roops were avallsble for lamadiato cozafittyest mgsinst the VIII Corps,
“inelmdisg the wobils reasrve which conld be traneported canily. Approx-
- Ipately 22,000 wers ewrrently opomting ia tho aom, primipan,y
xm;%ﬁr ia?za folloumg wmibot

. .- RE8 Pansor Div, 'DAS msnr oo 3‘9(30 uen
.- A 19 Infe M'e &“m
5 yﬂ"‘&; Dj.?s ;* - m 800

VL AStacked and Bisc. Units. 6 #1000 ‘
1*%5.119:3- atrengﬁ‘ ‘wey estimcted £t 14 batSelions of art&llery, mwa@r‘
a’i’ o 0%, gun Bov.; and. 150ra how. , soverasl batterles of Sweks -
Pm,;wﬁma(ﬂmlwrfam; ‘and peveral rallrosd guns of F0wm caliber -

- Iovaled on the reil l‘:ma nozrth of TRIER, Tanks had buea seriously éapxa%;m

in the paszs awath and currently 4id pot conalitute a perious threst, . -
An estimete of 40 tanks was nade, bul Ythe enemy “hap shown very 1ittias
rcelination 10 use thsa offonsivaly.® Hewerves condizted of the J8%h
Iofordry Division, %000 ren, which w & thought of as probohly a modile
veeprra, bud whose Eocadion was unknown, end the 106th Papser Grena-
éiey Brdgads of 1,,-5"0 nan and 1C tanks, losated north of IRIFR, ’

‘ The qudlity of bhoth the coemitied
and Teastve foress was considered to be low, Gér sittad forcen ware
rostly bastlly organlzed Kempfagmmpon; conposed of ilox nisoellansous
Tomizernant, scqurity; anmd cervlas troops, oporatling uader ths keade
qguariers of dlvisdons whieh had besn deplated in previous opsrations.
Artillermmon, airmen, convalescents, rocent induotses whepher yexy
yourly ur very old, and the aged from local boms-guanda wors these troops.
lover quality forces panned the fixsd fortifications; which the betier
quality made the counterstiacke. Cthexr then the reserves mentioned
above no ~dhor Wnown ensay: forces ware regavded for eaplovaent as strate~
gloc reseryss. . The enemy vas consldered eapeble of golleot ng and.using
more of the lor quallity forses in prepared fortificationa. In fmat,
‘mscorting to an maspecified higher headquarters, eight divisions of -
the 500 geries, S37-562, wore being formed, as well ae four from
-convalsasent and- furlovgh-peisonnel. The Corps: timught ona.of thess -
divisinns right appear on its fyont; if they weare evenly diatribnt&d

 2long vhe SIRGFAIED Line, In Cersral, "the remerves availeble %o the-

enany in the West and ewan from: other theatsérs are sxtremely meager. ﬁw
foraes now oppoasing: the Allied Armles for continusd dofense ¢f a line w
nilee 1n length. The only chance that the eneuy “as of successivully
dsfording the Fatherlsand is to use all th¢ ressrves thal can bs saxgeabled

 in ths Wesh and 1o corait then an. rapldly as they becoms avallgble.

Lex -~ -

‘t'}m frantic wobllizstion of a1l avallinble man—i ower within Gezmany and
. ths basty or-aklza%icn of nsw divisions indicate that further reinforee-
manbs of the type resently oormitted on the Testern front are Jefinits

pﬂssibilitiegc It wild t:ks a lit.tls tim, humvar, ta g@t gf tfsgﬁeg

- omnim ﬁwmt.ioﬂ'
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xam capablilities were
simply stated as follows, with non the three designated ag the most or
lant likely:

2{1) The snemy can make Iceal asounteratiacks to restore his
et 81 agfriad Line poslitions st ayy tise with forees now on his froat,

22} T » oneny o2n continve an setive defenss of his prusent
positions with foroes now om his front.

*{1) The aneny can reinfi.coe his front line airern th with one
Inf Div (5,000 mern) and ons Panser GR Brigade (1,500 men and 10 torks)
a% 2y time and utilise such reinforcements in making local countere
atiacks or consentrate his strength for & counterstisck on a larger
zoals anywhare on the Corps front. ¥

CORPS ARTILLERY TRTLLLIFNGE RETORT #100, 1 00€T.{V,A) ~=— Enemy

sTtillery capabilitias were initially considersd under that heading
as the falizwing: -

®a. Contimw to lmrmsa frcat lzlm elarents,

*b. Intengify barssaing and Intaxdictieon fires to imter-
Lere with ywliel of ¥ Corps units.

%2, Fire in sy port of infantey sounteratisck to infor-
fare with frilel o'V Corps.

3., Fire i sxtrese Tunges.®
Under ths disensgion of thess capabllities, "a adove ia baing exsrolssd
sl wll mostly 1lkely continus since the Lires of German artillsry in

he defenss are hahituully direct on fromt line troops.® The b and g or

a conbination wers considared likely., and rsgarding 4, "t ia pot lik«ly
et deep 1o fires will be recsived in apy volume sincs the sweny in
this ares haa nol swployed long-range interdlotion eox herzssing fires.
Such fires are a definite oapabllity, howewer, during the relisf of
V¥ Corps and for short time tharesfter,¥

Othor Ogtgber Apprgisals,

Tnammoh sz the Corps (=2 Fotimata #8, 1 October, wax the
VIIT Cospn baslc intalligences stateodmt abond the spemy asg of the Corpa
angmpition of its Ardermes aecter, subeequent Ustober, Wowvesber, 1=15
Decmmber (-2 arprairals cifber eontirmued the conclusions sxpressed in
that £ tie~te or revised thex. They were basloally comtimmed, Dally
Go2 Periodics and Srregniarly lcosucd Ratimntes wer. the nedis ior
thess Pature stateseonis of Corps G-2 opinioms.

Following the 1 snance of this Egtimate on 1 October, the
fire' dslly G=2 ?ermdio » #108 on 011200A=0212004 October, referred
to this Estin-te for the information about the enemy, #rolwiing his
capabilil ea {IXX,B) Dally pericdlies for 3~18 Detobsr noted no change
&g to snumy capahiliﬁiea, ard d1d n-¢ not add new data, rather, some
periodica cited portl ne of the 1 October K timate, During thim 1-18
Cetobar period; two (=2 ¥ timatlers were .iasued, bat, tbaj' did not pertain

I FYRTS
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% the ensy offensive potentizlities.{11,BL} Xstiomtis #9, COUNTER-
(CFENSIVE IR BELGICH, wus issoed on 3 fetober, and F10k COUNTER)FENSIVE
IH ToE GHAND LUCMY OF LUXEB URG, on the 8th. .

Eetinates 711 wan issued on 19 Oclober, Dut the Corps epiniom
of the sreny sapebilitiss wes unchanged in thls E tisate.(II,D} In
fact. the vhraseology of the 1 Ccotober lssveros was repeated., Thiw 19
Jotober B _timals, howcver, oonsidersd deiniled souleratiack possibd’itdes.
In condr.gt to the 30 000 figure of the 1 Ustober B-timats, this of the
19th approxirated 35,000 snemy troo x slong the DUR-FOSIZLIF Rivers
Lront 48 ®awailatle Por o-unteraitscks and for defenss of hir Blegfried
IAne.® Nevarthaless, “inforwation of ths anesmy's astivities presently
avnilable to G~2 doss woi indicata that suy large ascsle counterattack
in contamplinted or svean probadble om his part, howswvsr local oounmbere
shtacks are & distinch capebility and sust be sxpected. ...* The Corps
e sxpressed the vi-» thet the ewrront "grouping of eneany forces and
hte mativity on Lhe front {indicsted) thet thare {wers) four aress
long the OURMEGSYIIE River front where he would most likely make
ormmisrattaske, Certainly he would ecuntere tack almost lamediately if
ag stiexpt wors mads to dislodge him froo his positions im these arsse,
Fet the poseidility of loosl counteraliscks or at  leaat 2 reconnalssancs
in fores wust not chericoked.® The fowr aross wors: RARBSCHEID-SCHNER
LTFE:. AR¥A; VIADKR APFPA; TCTHYRAUACH AREA; GREVENVACHEPR ARRA. This 19
Uratohar Egtinm te recciited the op'nlon of the 1 Oclober iespusncs that
“ra qua'ity of Lroops were low and had not been lmproved.

Mo further (=2 X timnte corserning Gervan potentialities wers
isroed Rees doricg 20-31 Ootober, and the XNEMY CAPABILITIES gection
of the dafly 0-2 Periollar wore noted aa po chepge.(YI,B) In fast,
whe Yorps orinion of the snesy capabilities wrx stated In its & Ootober
G-z Estinate, and it wag not vasioally altered throughout the wmontk,

. B change ro s made during the first seven days of Nobenber ;
. zoncurning the ocepebilities Bz sxprersed in the daily 0-2 Periodies.(IX,0)
Toe Periodie of 6 Hoverber pointed out that the eneny order of battle

had shifted; and tle unibts in contaol were the 18th Y& Division, the
356, Plat, 3534 and 416th Ynfantry Diwistons, snd elawentr of the 24
Panger Divielon. This wae xn alwost complate substitation of forces

ovey those facting the Corps on 1 Cotober.

Tia anemr’s point of view wag reviewed in the 8 Novesber G2
Periodic, whiok obscrved im 1lig sesotion on Fnewy Capabilities that
the enoay had rescted %o the ¥ forps SCHVINT offensive Pwith vielous
cormisrattaocks and the fighting around 3CHMIDT bas now becons wery fisros
~ad stwbtors. *{Ibid.) Poesibly rosulting from the ¥ Corpa drivs, thers
was Inorsasss anemy setlvity in the 28 Divlalon's sector. In general, th
sty Tae o-tskdered t0 be laplementing Capabiiiiy £3 of the 1 and
18 Ustober §-X Egtimaten that he wap relnforeing his froot line. Unosre
talnly sxistsd, however, whsther {he reinforcimente wore "paw wnits or
serely troors and material %0 ve incerporated Anto the sxisting
divisional grge issiiom...®

! i
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%9 furiber revised opialons were siated during the resmainder
of Noveabsr, 9-30ih, and the Rexdsthedx Parlodies' XNENY CAFABILITY

Aralssd A-15 Deceaberx.

ig of 1 December, according to the G=2 Periodic of that dey,

che eneMy units {in contact wers the 18th, 26th, 3524, 212th v Divisioms.
{iv,A} But, in general, no changes in snony oa;:xabih ies wers ®xpressed
through 8 Decamber.

' 4 G2 Eptimate F12I was ispued on 9 Decsaber, which snalysed
‘the flersan operaiions and potentialities.{II,B} His autivity during
,‘Lhn preavious six weaks Imd not beesn offensive, R ther; resistancs bad
ry few putrols penetrating®his defensss, and his

. besn stadborn, with w-rv

el

s n activity bad beon 11ndted to patroliling an’ sporedis sariillery
and mortar fire. 4 complete twrn-over of hia diwidions bad ocourred,
" with the older divislons being ®puiled cut for comdtluent in an active
; axea t0 plug a gap; and a ne» Volkegrenadier division rsplacing % to
. gain front-lins experience. Im respesct to oepabilitd s, the VIII Corps
- &od believed that the wneny's active defenss then in currsnt effect
sould eontimin wntil the YIII Corps went on the offenesive. The G=3

obaerved:

"The enony's present praotice af bringing neaw divisicns

to rsceive Lfroal ilns sxperiescs and then rellsving them out for
oonmitiment alsewbibve Indicatcd his dsaire 1o lave thir» ssotor of the
frort remain gnlet and iorotive.® Capability #2 to counteratisck to
rastore postions and #3 to reinforce from r serves "will doubtless never
bs implenented unless the enexy feels that VIIL Corpe ¥s preparing %o

rownt an offensive.¥

Premy {orces facing the VIIY Corpe weis sstimated by this 9
Bacerber amiyah us smounting 4o 24,000 troops, oons sting of the

26th and 21241 V6 Divisions of 6,000 wen sach, the 332d Infantry Divisijon
of 6,500, #ud the 13th VG uivizion of §,500. They were dezoribed as
‘aving been rafitted arnd reformed from mﬁst ssasoned csdre, younyg

fecruils; older men up to 435 years, naval sud GAF personcel. *Thess
divisions have roceived an awverage of irc monthy intensive training as a

unit, and represent a last diteh effart to fora divisiomal units for

tha defense of thoe 'Fatherland.'®

2
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Remxerves were liszted asx follows:
4,000 nen, 50 t.tnka WOCEEN-GIADBACH area

2 Pz v,
6

#H3 Inf, My,
326 ® %

5,00 *

40

ECRLENT area (X of Rhine)

EXSTPHALIA{ could arrive oz our fromd
within 72 hours) r
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Sxth Ba Army.
TLAR Bach---{6,000 wen  RHINRLAD vic COLOONR, backing

*DAT RRICH! {60 tanks wp inf.
YHOHENSTAFFERY ?tzv Asrult
*HYTLFR JOGEAD'  (pun bo(?)

2 v,

ra Div. Reforming im BOLLAND
» S

L] COLOONE ares
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Respeating araor and artillery, the ¥IIX Corps had stated
that no eneay dividon Mad organic greor nor wam there any GHQ tank
beitalions, bul thers wara elsven artillery batiallons.

Tearrain was regarded by tho Corps as favoring the defenss,
the OUR and SAUXR Riv ra constituted ?a zopt formidable initial
obatacles, the cozmunicntisns net behind the snety facilitated hix
ahifting of forces 1o meel an sdv nee, the road net was adeswats tut
xaintenonce would be hsavy. 2An -dvancing force wonld b » confined
to roads, due %0 p0i], olisate and -eapom. Thore was 1ittls opportunity
Tor uss of arnor. '

Ensay capebilitier during the resainder of the period, 10-15
Deasxbexr, and beyond those estiw<ted by the U=2 Zstimate of 9 Dacendbsr,
ware unchanged in the Corpe evaluation, Al lsap’ the ddaily pericdios
41d not refleot awy ohanging opimiem, (IV,4) Tiheir Busuy Capability
govtion noted gg é%’ and the ﬁv&ﬂsxsﬂl ity Ldamtified continmad
to be the 18th, 206th, 352, and 212th Y0 “ivisions. 0f interest mxa
the inclusion in the Q+2 Periodie for 15 Decmuber of a dircussion of

' reserves capable of intervention. A Thim U.5. Ammy (-2 Periedis fer

e 14th wap quoted, to the sffect that Cerxan resservor of srmor sod
infantry in the ¥orthern seatorz of the Western front ®aomtinue to

be the biggeet question rark in snemy digpostions. Indis<tions contimus
that the enenmy is plarming an operation that would smploy the four
divigions of Sixth 33 Panser L ay., ...%

Lonbat lnterviewedivraisid.

Foesy capebiliifiss were not dlsonssed by the Corps officars
during post-campaigrn iatervisws held with thea by combat hfstoriane.{¥IX)

13X, Becurity ?rcﬁm;l and Neasyen,

¥hon the YIII Corps relieved the ¥ Corps oit 4 Ootober, it mepwesd
2 50 nils 1ime paralleling the OUR River, frop approxisstely JOSNEIM,
Belgiu{10397) souttwar® almost to SCETERNACH Luxenbourg on the Gorman
%ﬁzm‘.(x,m) This ssotor becowe a Mishh Army cosmavid betwesn the
: Aoy on the north and the Third Arwy. Withim the "III Corps,

" the 24 and 8th Infentry Divisious were positicwmed morth to south. *The

PR

W e A e

A

.
[ ELIEY |



T ae—

TR T Tk Asswsq_

v I3 -~

m-ssim ef ths Corps waa L0 ralleve the ¥ C*:sz': -and take ur & dofuzuslve
rasdtion gler the live hela by the Jzidsr umit.®

AoeordSmz 40, the Corps After/2Vtion Report .for Cotober, ®th oitendes
frueh coe stretalind outb ?.ha d’{v:l,ﬂsiex.e snd mads the probles of pressrving
Septh and extinuidy i the deferse an sxrronsly Al fiodlt ona. Oaly

thae vore gom atanding grovnd could b organized with any foree, Ieaving,
cany vecant apobs beiwesn the urganizad positions. Thess wors falrly
-avternive snd while they were protected ageinzi any major ensuy thruat
by the divisions' moblde reptrvee, Lbhe froni sms dacidedly open and
SR ;e*e‘tz ationg by ensny patvols wa e frequent occuirences throughoat the
mntho sae {I B} Thiz dvcament also polated out thad "simee the most
" wotlve ares in the seclor »is ln the novth and as this area o : pearsd
- te e ot likaly sestion of the Corps front for fuluve off anaw:e eperationn,
e &mlk »c;f iﬁw Lm"*st oiriiil_.sz‘y €ap. miﬁmﬁ ’ho tiw mrtha can®

, Rmsricmly HEUT Cor“w; m*-aaa of tm div: aiens mré ugmente?i dm‘ing
Godsbsy by the addition ei’ two div rlons and a cavalry group, bat
the Corps front  was aleo extended fron spproximatsly 50 to 3{’ ulles,
with oply one of the twe g m* divisions esauming a front Lias pogition,
the otber Mooomling rescrve.(1,B) Ca the 1L the 834 Divigion, on the
Lorps sowsht flank, vac tranamrz'cu fron the Third Ly e the VIIJ Corps,
Lo meetor bringing ibe pessinder of TUXREBINLG inlc 4hs Cor s sento
The 83d ccoupled s defensive postion behind the SAUER and upper MCSELLE
Pivere, st i%s inclu.dom An the BIIT -Corps inue lowered the Covpa
muﬂ«r‘m boundrry spproximabely ko the southsast curaes of the DUCKE
NE NXECHEG, ab a polnr whove the PESELLE River szose 4 the Fransse
“rroun border Q(”“}ﬁ On the 3th, the %th Arwored Plvielon coupizisd
iy monvenivetion (n ths ¥UTL:BRUGK-YERSH gres, end' tha lith Coaley wony
alta tee manirovg civeed in the Curps suone. The $th & mored, howaror,
wig uevly arrived on the eondirent, snd slements of 16 Wors sitechsd o
taa Lront Xins FEkuarsdifi3d Livisionag .o gala Datlls seaioning under
defengive cordeions, ' )

dise on Lbe 20%L, the 83{1 Divlalon giaged @ river ereusing demcnslenilen
Yo tawrt wasngy ewpoiure of bils def-.aive postitionz, but only & light
rescuion aﬁourrecl, wﬁsis tirzg of pols aatillery ~nd momw eunpentral :mno{ m.,s'

: ﬁr’gan{z “tionaily, ‘the ?III Corps pasged to t!rm First Army on 22 wm B
due %o the Twolfthirmy Growp's shifting of the Ninth Assy feoy beﬁmax; R R
“bs Firet and Third $o the porih of the Fﬁre%(!i}ida} . . ‘

40%46n ae defeasive By the forps during ﬁemi:ﬁv N wi.th gous aotdve
pa?,m}.li‘w and hazaralog £ b0 lery.(Ibid.)  The Istter =as limited by
i tion sllomancea of eniy one to tefe .em*ha of a unihy of Slca par oo .
Alr alsps onz wery vevy fée, im: vy of @(w,wt Gkiﬂf ard Jow uslbilimn

- - . - " Fovember continusd dcfcnsi‘m in apurati Mgy and apmad with the Corps -
R -~ divisions dizpised ¥orth to 8 South, t!m "d, %éaa 8&!‘;, and tha 8‘3&%3 ﬂﬂ.ﬁ} the

- T
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Gth “reored in Sozcs ressrve, and sprorting the 83¢ Dlvision with armorsd
srtillery and receiving some ¢ what experismce.{I,C) The Copps center

war ocouried by the Bth Division, which was cpread over ap oxtsusive

slath, ~pd this portion of the fiont was furitrer weakamed om 19 Roesnber

e 1 gachanse of the 8L ann the sorn-out Bth Divisicns. Tha lsatzer 2ved
fro® i%s fightine for the ROXR dwe, and m&&a& rehabilitation and refnfores
gunt, which wes ismodist: ly 'mdertnken, As im Yetober; 1ittle ezrial

riconoalssarcs wep peralttes ; dve to low overoaal, frequent relm and fog.

43 ©of 1 Degenber, the ¥III Corpe oontinusd mai taining its extonsive
11w of defenss vi the First Apat's southern sone,{I,D) This sone way
betwern tle Flrat Aray's northegn srer which wre sctive during the
fintoter and Kcvanber ETEGFAIED Lins drive: to capturs AACHEN and ths
ROEH Rgwar dass  and tin Thixd Arsy which cs;dured HETZ dwriag its
0, toter Pore ther drive tosaada the SIRGFRIE | Idne. Ranping Borth to
couth were thia 24, 224b, and 83d Divigions, with, ﬁm geh Araared in ressrve
end receiving hattle indeoteinktioa.

Changes in the Corps Waitian cbourssd the first third
of December, shich, ¥hile not zeducing Sx the numerlocal number of divisions,
i1 lower the com quality. (8B2d.) The 4tk Mvwmiv Carpe) sshanged
with the 331 Divizizn on 7 Denombsr, noving from its Fartgen Ferest
fighving to the YIX1 Corpa for rest sarnd rshabilitaticn, Then, four deys
L ter, the new, inexperisncsld 106th Divigion relisvad the 23 Tivision;
i, like ihe 832, went to the ¥V Corpe. A frur-kilowetey front was
glvea o the Gth ’ xo red Divigion on 10 Deceiiber, which had baen
obtainizng ront=line sxpsrience for s moath and a half through attach-
ment of aiexcent to lins divistons, Howev v, only the 60th rmcred Infasn-
trr Battalion and its supporiing forces wers glven the row divislonal froxnt.

Ties, as of L1 Dedesber the VIII Corps was cowposed of the 4th, 22th,
190th Tatantry Divisions and the 9ih Armorsd, an d thes were ths forses
on thy Corps 1ima five dayr loter whan the & ntareffensive struek,
The following tabulition indinstes thely bnttle gonditions

4th Div. : ¥ery hattle »ise; relieved uftar several wesks of HQBTGEE
Forerst i;,h’:lzn, for rest and rerrbdllitAdtion; in Ardsnnes nuatiilon
sbonug & week priot o Counteroffer ive, 7-15 Dssenler.

28th Div, & Battle wime; relisved Drom ROER River damg {ighting for

rest and rehabilitation; scoupled is,.iazmc: pesition 3 weeks, 19M8v.~
1% Degeaber,

204tk Diw,  : Inftial comaittmsent and inexrperismoed; cceupled Ardennen
peaition five daya prior to Coumteroffensive; 1l-15 Dsserdber.

Gth Arm’'d Div:Pspolved batiis indoctrination through atiachsent of
olemente 4 line divisloan duriang 7 wasks prior to 10 Decexber; when

gsxipnel a divisionsl seitor, only an arsored infantry battidlion
nd atisachaent ocoupied itfrom 10 Dersnber,
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In swepsry; although battls wige, twe of the fowr divisions wers
ocgvpying ‘xrdennsa posiions for rest and rehabilitation, durit:g ous
and 3% washs respestive; the other two divialons reésiving their battlld
exp@riame on this dei‘xwiva, gquiet £ nt; on for ondy five days, tha
olast through seecn wseks of svtachhont felinents o 1ine divisions. i
. 8uae af ?Ma four aivlams wen both ba tle experienced and in fighting

veadyion whén bha Gernono f.,mn Hwd Lrelir 16 &swfm%r offansive. By, Luval, I

Do ‘%.,3 . . . ;

G@rga tﬁp eraé'h.em during the lasb several da ;:raead.mg, the 16th
of Bevgmbﬁv IhAieated the lack of smevpency pm{:eﬁn wedsurss whloh
waouil be prasmably taken i fhe Corps expavted the largs-scels answy

o fy &im, The viix f.‘é:.?s ByBx 0=2 dally pericdivs from 10 Dacenber;

Sao i*‘k;mﬂ BAGCE t.;.a:’a, égcr’ter* the ()pﬁ;‘ .1.5. I !;Emze Kal n‘h&inaf’ éei‘ea,&

: £ zo0Es T (VL;‘ < -

S‘a angy wzr wmzriﬁg meagurs wea tanken by*,!w "3‘113 Gorpe, won ?iret
Ly ovdors, oweing the flrst half of Decembor. (?IL) This wes
deception gpramsﬁiarz IOBLENT, aeaims& Wr the Twelfth A sy Growp ' tle
dosn eneny divisions on the V111 ﬁﬂrpa front and 1o attract eneny lorass T
from the stubboraly held DUREX srex. & Mdld=vp of forses wun reprepsatsd
- In the area north of LUKERBOURG for a threatenting ntback ncrth of the
¥NIBLIE Biver towsrd XOBLRIE., Ths neaa of thr 754k Infantry Division
vaz uped; sirce It bad nob teen sommd ’ﬁ.@dg and the 12th fsrmy Uveup nads
rrniaalla the 234 fpeaial Troops to sizulite zormrentratiocn of the
dlvirion br orovpation of soresnd posta and Diilets, dlsplay of shoulder
priohes and ftrusk parkinga, ard by troep wovstienbs,- Esdlo and lslaphonie
teas £ic wes ovlas ezployed, Taue VIIT Corps dvbililery established
another fire diredticn center, nmd conductal regletration firs Lrox new
roritlong. The aperation wasg fadod oub nemr the amiddle of the ronth,
tessuza the ¥5%h Divinlon was io bs cormitisd in the north, ond instruc-
+long wers 1 suad to repeat ths progran »ith anoiner meek dlvision,

A commontary ou this gscurity aciion vas provide! Mal. Gono gc,i B.
tiddleton, the Coaranding Gsoeral of the VIII Corps, during a Combalb
Integrige Qaring Jagsary 192%.(VII,D} “Cereral ¥iddlet:n rald he ncver
bed & zoved of frubber duckf aperaticnsg and thab koowing the atvength
af vm»t tesga on bls lnmedd- be f‘"snté he wa lc:sa mm zzsm.zly
shond this g:ar{:;icular r)p&rathm T

A L £ Gzzz’;»s Iatammtatm n é:? Ezermy Ixﬂhnt@'@

) ?’hm uha ‘JIII Cm:ps moved to the Ardennes ave. in lats Saptbs szar;
it 1sausd & G=2 Eabin.te on L Octobsr, which rtated in ils lead sentence:
%The Sisgfried Line on the front and flavks of the ares to be occupled
By ths YIIY Corps is tadn  cirongly defended Ly the enemy.®{I1,i) *The
_ dectrira for itz d-fense stotes that in case of a breach of ﬂm forward
. - lines sobile troope -lvcatd in gu'toble. reer arsas ¥ill fswmedictely -
T 7 “gounterathack {0 restara the pasi!;iom'{ﬁm } - Farthermtrs, "Bocumenip
ST —’«“aapmrﬂd by ¥ Corps indimta that ‘the snany haa bess &tﬁera& to hold the
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#1L. YIII CORPS. Cpitique.

Slopfrisd dne at all coets. The action of eneay forsex againct the

V¥ Cor & Trom day-to-dayand mumerons statemsnts of prisonera of way a:z

o the milasion of thelr units indicaltas concluzively that, for polltical
yous nx if dor wo othsr, the snewmy willcontinue o hold the Slaglried
Ling 83 long as thera 1g a chance of holding the AXlied forces on tha
¥ogtern front:® In rviow of the dvoirine of defense, it follo s that
trhe enemy will continue to countarattack and maintain sn active defenes
&% any threviared potny #e lon; as he retains hig intention of &afemiirzr

?.i"i‘? 3.1.?9:}
Ens&roy e iivity nas, ‘hharef’a:&, a vsx:r sarisms comide'atien o the
YIIY Corps shen, it asev:msd ranponubiiity for it»a &rdawwa one on 4 Octabe 3 R

On & .;9 ﬁ‘c%e;%w;'; tba ¥IIY Gerpa fazuad amt}aer 4}92 o %imim PHORG
f&raﬁ sentinde explainsd: *For the past 30 days, rotdvity on the front
new cesuplow by the VIIT Corps hsa beem axtrorely light snd thers hagd
besn vory 11ttle change in linss occupied by the oppso ng forese. oo
Any advences made in liwited strength hax met with an {emediate counter-
b ack, shoving the dispeation ¢n the parbt of ths Gersan to gtabliise the
line or 1bs prerent pesition, Fe hap utilined this tire to his advanispe
o strengthen esrtain parte of the Slegfrlied lLine, to threw up tesporary
fortifications, seal off those areas through which tur forces have
paretrated ard io regrovp and reerganize his forgss opposing va, Whijle
e has gelved something by this, he stil] has not been abls to raime ths
qualite of trocps on ocur frout vhish remnsin sbil) misesllancous units
cerivsting of artdllersuien, alrmen and other Lranches enploye? as
iafantcy ¢ nvelescerts wvith 1svions battle azperlence; recent induotses
Grikars vy young oF vory oif, amd aged frop vhe losal home guard, A
iong @ forvifileatlions are oocupled, such low quallly drools onn parfors
#ith ¢ ruir dogres of ivacces tredr mission o hold the Sleglfried Line.
Gnce bha lires are yenad atsd and :aneuver bugun, the lack of iratning,
poyrle 1 staming, sheriage of equipment; matsriel ’nd vehilsles ¢an be
meerfally sxplolted. Tae recent procisaavion of Hitler's, é:‘aiting
every mar from 16 to &0 into ths hone guarﬁ and placing this undsr the
52 leader Himmley; und not the Arny, indicsiss the shorisge of manpowsye
ig the i%eiszhg and t&xe extres&itv to which the pmwi Gorran Welumacht hae

veds S R
arrived. {II N e - I At

Thie G-2 Leilmate of 249 19 Oatober remrkad that "the enemy ‘has.-
ghown very little inclimationts comait his tamks in this aresa.® Thirty
tapke were believed by the Corps ar swalladble for domaitiment,

W 5

Actunl eremy sctlrm during Octoder vas dssoribed the Gorpa After/a tion

Freport for thal montk ez fdefeaneive wnd dinfined te gporedlc artizzsry

nd mortar fise, ndner rauds and an accasionnl ambush,*{I,B) Artiilery

oy cortar £ comcentrations ware I mediately fired upon lorps fyoop

ayvemants and daybing sotivities, Indicatiny slertpesa. Although desp
protings wers a cofimon cconurrenice, thar mas only ons iseable eneuy -
sountecatiack, 1& comp nies, on 7 October, and which was readily rspulws}a

The Geraan alr activil~ vas nazligible.

" _¥nemy aetiyity continued to be defensive during ﬁﬁ?mbﬂr; according
tn the t:c::pa 4 tmr/’:k tion R,pcrt for the nont’zafi,ﬁ) There were .
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oncaplonal patrols, speradis artillery and mor!;ar firs, Inasouch ag
ths Corpa obasrved considorable shiftinz of Aivisione, it belleved

the oneny was ulllising the scotor to brekk In new units. Six German
divisions wers identifisd as of 1 Ko ember, bub thoss foupd faeing tne
Corps by th> monthls olose werc four differenﬁ sonag, the 18th, 26th,
""L?th, 3,’59 VSZ Div&ﬁ*c"laa

Part of thia moveasnt of froopr wee appamntl; thoughtte have sone
conrsotion vith the V Corps SCHVIDY oflencive on the north, and the Ge2
Perfodle for & Noverber disovssed ihis point in lte seolion on THRLY
CAPASTLITIES, (XIX,8) 1t ohsurved: "As a ragult of the orfensive by the
¥ Corps on our north flank the enewy has rescted with viatous countare
attrcks end the Tighting iround SCAMIDYT has now becons very fires and =
shobborn.® ' o was slso roinforcing, bud; as of that date, whether

“thess peinforieonts wers new units or werely troops and waterial to be
ingorporated f‘mto existing divicionnl organization had not been astablisshaﬁe

W e EARTE | R ER

270

Defunse conbinued to ba the anszy‘s activity during the first helf
of Dacemteor, ascording to the ¥IIX Corrs opimions, Dally G=2 Feriodics
% & Dmoenber raported defernslive, inactive operation; ewxcept for & few
ratrols and M{ t, soatterel, harmssing MG, artillery, and morter
f’hs LI-5000(301) The snenrs'e insotion »ms described by ths Corps G=2
rtimate F12, 9 December which suwmmarized: "For the laat six weeks,
an?y sotivity on the VIIY Cozps front has besn limited 4w petrceiling
aud porsdis artillery and sorisr fre. Thers has heen ms offensivo
agtlon on the pi vk of the enemy, aithough he has gant ovd prirols
aeegs ‘onally in an effort {o penetrate our lines snd ecurs informstlien
of the dl:positlions of our forces, Ha has stubboruly rekisted our
efforta to penebrste hie defensos, and v ry few of our patrols have bean
able to e% inside his linrs. There hapg teen a siecady Stuvrn-sver of
enemy diviel: ned unlts on VIII Corra fromt = the older divisicans Leing
rulled out for commitiment in an sctive area to plug & gepy and a new
?ahsgremdisr dirvision re. 1 simg &% in order %c galn front lins
erienceb‘"{h,?) This B tizets of © December :iatead thers wers ro
ra;:mr*s o con ant wilh enemy tanke, sad nows of hirs dividions had ;
orpanie arsor. Flswn tatialiong of artillery h+d been gomwlited on the ¢
Gorpa t‘wnto . o /

W -
-

‘mis se-:z Estiaats or 9 !Swmbcr smtmrizad the cneng' sstiv:‘.“‘}

har heving besn defensive and inaciive during the esveral previces waeks.
repean operat tiona sondinued o be of Lhat type frow 9 Deceaber through
the 15th. Teally C-2 xaxmpdwxx Periodlos desoribsd the eneay as being
defensiveg, quiet epd limites o seme ratrolling and usuel 1ight, scattersd
baraseing stail syme, wortar, and srtillery fives. (IV,A) Baginning
#ith the svening of 13 Deserber, coneiderable motor traffic wasz hoard
dally, ine wi’ng on ths 15vh, bub no interprst-tive coruont was offsrsd
v thiz poowers. Fresy srtillacy on 14 Dscenber did not. sng st attagk -
~prepartions, judgling by the Corps ai,tinery Irtelligenns £
- 142400A=152400A December, which deporibed the srewy 85 con :uming “his
Ight rosdtiere? sheiling in the central sad morthern part of the Cprps
zgsmc t;ll shellings were raported as harassing im nabture. o..%V,B8,Msg. 530,
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¥ 8izaificant Bvidento nf German Offensive Intentions, _

’ PREFAGE, g
»

*Ae noted on the divieiomel lavel, threeof the four VXTI Corps
z‘(irisiuns,ﬂix.‘cb vars &ssaniizd oa 16 Dacmk@ agguirsd certain dats -
during th- approximats 12-i5 December perisd, which,. on thelr face .
valus might sppear Indizative of enewy of enidve plans. Irvsspective
of their wopth, THESE DATA CONSTITUTED THE mmmms OF THE DIVISIONAL

. LETVL FOR ARY BECTATION OF 4 WATOR ENEMY ATTACK. ga; gij&gai@i, Homsver,
m .t.m &% pepzodzod svidenag of an ma soupkerolfepsive.

‘_,

Tos saazhag Mdmisl deta acquixoﬁ by ‘e i3h, 28% and 106th :
_ Divinlons Consinted of the following:
{1}~ An aocellsration of eunsmy wehicular $raffic during
appmxirw'faaly 12-15 Deconbers -
. {2} A Iaxesmtourg woman’i descripiion of the German bulld-up;

& - {3) SBtatements by four PR's thit they bad heard rimors or
bad been ‘nformed that a major ii'ack =35 to be lagnched botwesa
spproxinately 16-25 Descesenber, 3 {

¥
£

., . For convenlence of diseunsgion, thise thres typss of {nlforgatian
sre divi‘ed into seven data---3svsn inastances as it weve, toded upon
prirses, although in poet cses: similar data ware providsd by suliicls
povraes. For S.ne*:-ztmec iwo da*a were that obshrved by the 23th apd
106th Divisions desling with obsevvations of incrsasing nswy aetivty.
<& third data was that furaished br {bs civilian woman who fled frem
the Germane and voluntarily pove herself wn o the 28th Division's CIO

. w U Degesher. Tae other “our data comprised that of the four Pits
; saptured b the 106th and Aok Divisiean, T wounded P¥%s Sroa the
14tk Y0 Divisiom wsre Saken on 15 Decanbar by the 4224 Inlantry and
ths 331st Wediea)l Batisliom of the 106th Tivision, The other two Fi'g
vare desarterg frea the lst Co.. J4th Fpatbung MG Batiallon, taken by
Y tne Pth Tafantry, Ath Tﬁ?‘.la 1on; 151830 Peemaber,

TN SRS R R R B sy ,«,{s{!&» b A
“
h .

An exsein tlon of both divfa.smml and VIIL Qorps doaunsrta msul%;»ssi
ia the dizcovery that tha' Corps ?eow":is possésosd fuller dotalls sbout'
theae date, They contained poma portinent divisional axplanations
sy ineinded esong the vecordr of the respsotive divicion. The following
dseuszion wilk, theraforg, embrace both divigilonm:l ard forps wersions.

In psasing, oy 4t be notsd thet this is Faot Iis an axesple of thy
incernlnteneses of officisl records of lndividunl commoniy, For instenew,
if & diyizion sen* @ rmessage 10 Corps, nn :anc:rt nt one, it night ba fouad
anly in the Corps rscordz, not tha diﬁsmr' IR

AT ',m-w_weeucwsxox.‘ T e
B An amlysia of thc da'!:a on op objsstive & haaia ap rﬁsﬁibit z;ial&#
the gonclumion that €1} singls# ax or r»nwtinly, these sevon data

e .
ae s .- .,
- ,,,,e.,y U o
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ey g eg,,zr, “lt{ix-,, ,,T# - ﬁz»«f% 1,?‘6,%&,1 2 qu‘.%%.,s-e &
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ﬁ not provide the requisite, detalled information wpon which sn

oun intellipence ¢fficwr of a divisicn could reasonably predict
§ sajor enssy comnterblow. He would need other. snbmntiws, supparti?gg
informatzion. Regavdleas of the data's coupleiensss and valwe, {2) the
divigions wore definient in thelr trancsission of the data, whereas the
11T Qorpa preatly forearded the weager data it recolved., Only fouwr of
the seven data wera pent to the Corps by the divisions, whersag, the
Corps at laast reported all four data in such distributable ned;m as

: dﬂis,y G-2 Peviodies.

5’3’1&&1%12

Zn view of the doaimtlng fact that thess saven dsta eozm’eitutaﬁ
~the teslc evidents of an approaching German mejor offensive, theszs
zover: Ante nesd gorpbiny as to (1} reliability of acurces, 22 ) scops.
and nature of the sotuwal information, (3) whesher or not both the

. divipions and the Corps formarded their scguired data for the information

" and mhatiou of highor conmsuds.

(1) Raliabilityt

The 28%h Divielon considered itz woman Informer "failiy
weliable,? slthowrh she waz nsryous due 0 & rine axplosion. Dbgerva-
tisng of secéllergted enemy traffic by the 28th srd 106th Tivisions
were nade and reported offiasielly bty thelv units. Relisbilily of the
b3 10Ath Tivision PW's was highly quectionable, dna to their wounded
esndition, and becauss thelr information wre founded upon indefinits
heargay and rumor. Testimouy of the 4ih Niviafon's twd deserier F¥'e
vz derived £rom pep-talks, mot direst ordsrs. !

» ohasvvgtions by Z83h gnd J06th Diviglong. --— Thaes

Tpaffle
nbzervations by sizht eor hearin~ rsre mads Ly divisional vnits,

28%h Pivision's »ovan ipfopmer. =~ She was considersd i
®falrly rsliable® by the Division, judzing By the few checks make on

the fir-t day of ber custody, but sha was highly neryous from a dstona%eﬁ
mim,, sltheugh xminjured . D,

N.ﬂ w‘

“-- ~)QbH Biyigfonta ud BRle, o= Thelr rellabilily sas
quesﬁiﬁmlha , fne to the PX7s mental coutml, and the ablgndty of

thair inforaation sources. Inesvuch as both PRy wers wounded, sursly

,-thefir physical condition ilrpsfred their mentsl coutrol. This was trus

%

SRR _iﬁ ﬁai T ‘?’ft::i“#"—“v’ T

2t laaet of the 4228 Infantyyts PW, who had lost the most of his right

lez; and belng under morphine wao ’*vm-y Inobherent,® sceording to

a lats divisional report to the Corps, tut mmtiomd in the preliminary
raport to the Corps. Brinr held by = medicnl battalion, the other

F¥ta mental contrel was probably not normel dither,  Nelther PR provided
dsfinite inforeation about preciss details oditained from official orders.
Although the 22%s P% soid he had boen inforaed that the I8th ¥G Division

".wes bolng pulled back for atkack brisfing, he had only brlis? , 1ot se-tainty,

that he belonged to this wnit. Ruper wap the source of the oﬁmr b2 -1
data,
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T T Af® Divlpion's Ywo PAly. === No opinkon ef the reliablisiy™’
& thass Leo dazericre wae sxpressed by the 4ih. Thelr testimony wes
based upon an oriertatlon talk; shich was more in the naturs of &
-pep~talk, an axbortation by battalion offisers. By the PH's oun
admission, they &23 not b llevs the appesl; in view of previocus
wnfalfilled proxises thei ralnforoements would be provided,

{2 Sm-s of Data:

& The sctal 1nremthen wag quttc uagu' for intelligenas
evalaation 2nd planning prrposss. Three date described tra‘fic and
- equipzent covements, bubl the inatances were Isolated and sspazated
gecgmphical}y, with only = fev vehicles iny lved amywsy, and demonsirating
ro’ ecordinetion, wnd sbove £11, no recognizable pattern of enesy cotden.
Four dnta conpinted of PF claime of an Impending offensive, but shich
roie derived fros bearsay and vumor, ard eumpletely unmibstantlated by
the ocaphive of official orders or plans providing presise detsils, HNeither
Aiviglonal nor Corps versions of the seven d ta intimated that the
*ntmation wBa ooasideud aignificant, praphstse, and attack symptons.

raffic chierveit ns by 2°4h & 206 Digigiong. ~- Bepming
erscoxin tely on 12 !’zwambaf- there two dlvisiong woted increesing
wehilculer freflia in thelr gretors, esprclally ot night. No lmporiens:
woe oftacted to it a% the time by the M6tk Divicion, rowever, and tho
ek Division wnsmsrfc\‘the sotion rormal rellef of a division,

|
A

2845 Diviatontc wean 4in mga ~ac She did rot. menﬁaa
atfack poseltdlitdes. Althangh she c’eavr‘tb@" troop ant river=gron:ing
apuiinand novenenta In the genersl wicinity, the Dlvision statsd that
¥nothlvg of wilitery significance®nap obrerved on har mmin routs, a
Foat path from VIADEN to BITBURG.
Fhen the 28%h's rezords

wore aanined, the only souree of rlormation cosocrnisg the natnrs

of hsr rats wan the pas*chmraim Bombat Interviaw with divisional

officers by an official combat historian(&ta K.G. Jackeon), who mentiopod
§ thet the woods towards BITSUNG were full of Gersam eyguipment. On that

baadz, the woman's testinony a resred signifieanct, Howaver, the

Corps reoords possessed the 28th's osn meesags o the Borps O-2 at

2320 on’ 14 Dscémber, the day of her swrrender; which stated:s ¥ art of

her ratnen bLelp was alc«n,, oot paths and nothing of military signi-

ficance was obeerved.® Thia return trip was the route to which ths

conbat bistorian referred. MNevertheless,thlz mwo~an described considsrabile

troop snd river-grossing equipment movements in the VIANDER to BITBURG

aress during the zeveral previous dxys, whinh impressed the "ivision
2; Judging by tho speolfis qussticns he stiruloted for the interrogation.
ahc 414 not vention an imperding atteck, ror did the Dhvision seem o
_ conslder ths pasa'&bﬂtty an the resnlt of her ducrﬁ.ptim of onexy
T bﬁzd‘*’tge :

P MW mmut‘mwﬁwn
vag umsrtain of hiy unitls dsa&gm&uom but underst od that is wes &2
be pulled out asd brisfed for a 17-25 Decenber atiack, and the other PU
heard « ruRor of an impendivg njor aituska )
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The 42238 Infantry'a PE;

the very seriausly in}ured uwne, belicvad he belonged to ths 18th G
Nyieion, but was uncertaln, asd had arrlved on 1he front on 13 Docex-
bex, He hed been inforned{sturee mot stated) that the 18%th VO DNMvisten
as boing pulled out for triafing and attack 17-25 Derenber. According
1w the 3338t Medlical Bettall n's FK, ha head heard s rumor of & large -
goala at.faek to b» Jaunchsd betwoen 17-25 Degenber, d=finitely befora
“rriatras. Uis uniy bad relleved aucthsr company, and had been told it
- would be on the line only four or five days then pulled beok,

The reforences 60 pmswacmva
attacks b ‘!;wmn A7=25 Dooenkber wers the malient and virtunlly scie
informztion provided by thus two Pils, but no details were given, us
23@ to the Arwericnn int-t’ ligency offdcers’ eovaluation «31 ths mem&‘s
mtent:irmsa T X o Y H e .

ke . .-
> :‘- o J\m‘e*

'?M,g 1% P"“’xgng «ea Attack mridence wag linited
%3 an o"ian’rmion tali's by ta Jtes.iun of fivers, which vae an axhoriation;
ot pn explamabion of asaigmm o

‘ -,

e s

Those two écaerie 8 dsgeribad

w zovh of rep=talk by bet slion{Puostimg Bn.} officers vho sioted tind

s Panzer and tho Infantyy divisions wore in the reay 4o execute an
offengive of wajor proportions. The front lins tronrs we o warncd o

?:m}.d out mntil these forces arrived. Resction of the tro-ps was a

shomdder rhrug arndd the tought thed unkept promimsss ﬁoncerniné, r#inforas

mente h & been made before. Thely hettslion{Festung) relleved an unkrown

unidh of reizmeniul strength, rbose misslon ram not definitsly knesn,

e PY theught thie unit was pant to the roar for training; the other

10 a more gotive front, alreadr weall squipred.

(3) Pormarding of D_tax

Por proper svalnation pwpoges, a practical distinction
ragde to be drown betmeen the esssnilal cghoracter of the seven daig,
thich fall into Hro grow s, Non-perpgsonal dats, such an the 209tk and
I06th Pivtalone! official,organizational observatisns of an accelleratinon
of unemy wehivilar traffics, would be expected %o be nain »1ly reporied
in aftielal deroriptive lasmances such as daily G»2 Perlodica. On the
other and, personal. daga. asquired from indlvidusla throngh s wrrender, .
capturs, $tt.; a8 represent by che 28th's woman informer and the fth and .
In6th Plvisions' four PR, oould logleally he sxrected to be reported
not only by presoribed irsuances, but by inférmel messages snd telephone
{‘htme,\ e sypeditions media of nodification. If & PR or inforner gave
inport nt informtic:n, a cormant would be expec od to foresrd it promptily
to-its uporlor for inforkation end evaluation., In t'is respect, this
persomnl category of data was, therefors, highly pertinent, snd, of the

saven data ivgtances Zive were of thie type, & statisticsl survey of

. both groups informa that the divisions ware very deficient in fornarding

- - the personal dugix data 4yps, whers the VXII Corps wet iie responsibilits;
" and : both !ii'?i.siqﬁs and’ t&*a ccsrya fomrﬁed th&ir mn«parasna? dat&p

e
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Peraon:l Trpat one Of the Dive pemsonalized data
fron the slvillan ronun ard the four PP's, the three divisions o-28th,
106¢h and 4th respestively, forrarded the data to the YIYI Corps in
only two-inctances, 1In both cares, the forverding xedium was by message.
Fone of the flvs Smtan*os weg reperted n the dally -2 Perisdics of
the plron Mvistous, The VEIR Corps, In contrash, promptly reported
the two-caser In ito G-2 Pertodic for the day, bubt mo Corps meensje
2 Pirst Arsy wer loested. Furtherrore, in the cape of the wemanis
inforaation, 'the Corpe reported it fwmedistely in two other docrments
inihe distritutee dolly *nt.slligance Sepnary end in the G=2¥x inforwel,
typed duily review, titled STMHAY.

0 Nomeperconal Tyie: =-= Both the 28tk and the 10€tn
. Mivigiore pmpa:z:{y ropcrded their obgervation of inereasing vebieulay
sraffts In thelf Codly 32 Papdetien. In fmeb, the fescr phions wave
eometimen detatlsdo, :"i::ﬁlarly, the VIIT Corps recorded thees divwiflonal
dsta In e orn 0-2 Perindfor, which vers dcn‘::-‘h‘tape &istribvted to
mg!'fr eormands for iri‘omtmm

4 Z8th Divislon's roven informer. == Her date wzs reported

tg t.hr Corypa by sessere ¢ n hoor aftoxr the Divislon €-2 hizcelf was
pdtified, ard the Corps war geepingly kept well inforwmed about the

PIOLIES 0!‘ hepy ocxes.
Information did not

jnclﬁ cate vher. gbe ez eaptured on 1L Decerbor, but &t lesst ae of 2220

he DMivicion P-2 knew sbout ker, Inrsmpch as he dizevaged her cass with
ﬁ;a /8. Then, erperently the first notice the TIIT Corps 5-2 rogquirad
»f her vap & Jetellid prelimirary rerort messaged by the Division G-2
W hour Jeter, at 2320, Culls were evchanged the next day, the 15%h,
ind et 1205 the Sorps -2 cosrandsd thet ehe not be relesssd axcept on
his order; which wns given at 22254 whon the Division requested pex-
i«sim to sent ber to the Firet Arvgy cage for furiher interrogation.

Lithomgh the 20th Divlsior 44¢ not report herin {ts G=R Perlediz for
IA Decenter, the Corps did in its own periedic and in Sts Intelligence
Swrcry, 1418004-18240C4 Decewber; ar vell, Furthermore, the Corpe /
5-2 incinded a five~line romwme of her Information in his informal !
typed dLily rsviea, SWELET, 140€004~1500004 Bﬁeeas’aar.

: - 1068 Divimion's ing ERtg. <= Siggulirly, this ﬁfmui@n
pgpcrted enly one Of itp two THEe, Lul was prompt io thed instanoe,
having abtifled the Corps Ly sesrags 36 minutes after the Division G2
lesrned of the tase. The Informetlon from the 4228 Infuntry’c PW sas
forwarded o the Corps at 2006 on 15 Deccober, 36 minuten after the

. Division’ o reodipt of Snitial data from the regiment. Yhe Divisicn's
G2 Periodic for the :?ay 344 not report the ineident; Mt the Coips
P:priodia did record 4% In & jorsgrarh cumttary. Ne svidence was lecgied
shat the data of the 331st Melloal Bat alion's P wes forwarded to the

- &n,,,,, 1n ait}mz: nusaage for or In i;he f‘s's—isim:'s Guz Periodlc-tor thrmyo
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4% Mgggg% f¥e. PNy, === The dats dercrided by the
.degarters bt!mx at 1330 5 Decesber was Bot Sranmaitted to the
YIII Corps, by either mescage or the Division's G-2 Perledia for the
day. In faot, althongh thwe evidence was nol oonclusive, apparently
 tha Division *6-2 314 not lesrn himself of the PR's claim of an impsnding
attaok until his recelpt of the regisental interrogation tesmts vsport
ubout, eidni;hﬁ. of oour;t, the Corps intalligeuo' iammsacarr.tad 8 rorort.

,
A T wu v R R N 1&,\»
¢ . -
» R SIS BY ¢
.....

- - ‘ﬁu taragoing éiwuuinn of the Signit’ieaub Mdenea of G:eyran

Of fenzive Intentions was les: of & recapitulation than a wnﬁdammn
af the oy rall aspasts of this evidence, such as reliability, scope,

. and whethar forravded or not, At the résk of repstition, the following

: section dosls with this svidencs secording to its subjest matter: Gbscr-
vation of Traftic by 28th and 106th Diviatons; Civilian Information;
F¥ Infarnation Cbltained by the 106th and 4th Divisions, This seotion
has the merit of deseriptively ocordinating the yarious dsta periaining
" to eash individual evidense, and providing citations to the DOSTHERTATION.

It dranz togethsr the geversl bits of information on these subjsats
that are dlepersed in the DOCIMEATATICH, Chronmological details will
ba fournd in this section, which sncompasses both diviaiml and Corps
dosunsnts in the interest of coxpieinass.

Obsexvatiop of Trafflc kv Z8th sod 100th Blyizions. === Beginning
approximately on 12 December, two VIII Corps divisions noted an ascellara-

ticn of enemy wvahiocular activity, perticulerly during derkness, wi
their sectors, az noled on the divisional level, XNo gignificancs wap
attached to this eneay effort, although the two divisions wers improsssd
by it. Tt was reported only on their dsily (-2 Parloedics, Neither
divisional nor GCorps records contained messeges sent to the Corps calling
attenticn to thim activity. The VIII Corps cognizance of this enemy
eZfort w s reflssted only in ita daily 0~2 Periodics, which mentiomad
the ocemrrences on the Corps front, Only the fset of ompurrence wse

% reported, without interpretative menh&ry by the Cerpa.

Y SRR VB R 1S L B 0 Y

#

b

WHOE (R N R

_Ome of ths
“two divisione Yaa ‘“the 3.06%2:, whish reported in %ah daﬂ;r ‘Ge2 Perdodie,
12-18 Decenber, and in its retrorpective Afteir/:“tion oy
Dsosaber and post campai:n Combet Interviews with ranking officers, that N
unusual notor activity was heard, perdienlsrly duriag darkness.{Div.
- Level; p. 48, 113=114) Although the observed sotivity w s desoribed
_im the current (=2 Periodies, they did mot express opinfsns as to the
' meaning of the setivity, if any. The only ssiimatez of significencs were
! ’ rads_later by officers in Conbat Intorviews, »ho exprossed the recellsc~
tim mtmm«%muomnmmtr»mumtatmﬁu

. : <7 rhe 28te

- - walsim s ﬂm AWATE of imruiha M mﬁvﬁ'@* ‘sapeoially veniowlar,
during Decsmber, but eainly during the last few dgya prior to 18
Dacenber, (biv. stl, pe 23. ‘?-»1&8} Detailed descriptions were

«w wekE 5 0
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reporied in the d3ily G=2 Periodies, cbout Rearing or seeing warious
nmbers-of vehicles sontaining troops awdfor squipment, mevwing in
specified direats. ¥o extraord’nary sigmificancs was aitached te this
astivity. Perhpas the cpinions of the CO and the 3-3, 112th Infaniyy,

ss oxpressed in a Combat Interview during January 1945 were representative
of the attituds. The considered this treffic norsal for ralief of
 divisions, sccording to the precadent instanes of thres weaks previcualy,
shich dmstmtad shuar chauemisﬁua

- —aﬁu L T -y

- . S TN gimglary to ths ,
106%3 am! “28ta mxf.sions, the Y*I! Go:ws mtiom, in loge detail
however, the varfous vehlenlar movements is 1ts daily G-2 Pericdics.(Iv,4)
Reither the divisfons nor the Corpe referrsd to the sulor moveasnis
in their periodios as b&ing inereasedy. They wers simply noted as facts.
The interpretative element of being demcribed as acsellerating, was
perforaed by -the 4fter/ACtion Reports and Combat Intarviews of the™

two divisioas, wﬁsrus, n manfary of any fm “aS mmd by tho corpso

Inferesiion: === Inforastion abwt t&m nmy fm e:.vﬂian
sources, as obtained by the divisions, oconsisted of the data supplied
by a wemsn takea into by the 28th Division on 14 Daasmb&r.(mva
Level, p. 161-163; V,Bs IV,A)} A report was made to the Corps,and her
statements were of distiret intarsst to both the 28th Divigion end
Gorps' Ge2"s, but the rescrds of the two coemands differed as to éircw
5 anoes of her balag taksn into custody, and, more imporiantiy, ss to
hey informstion,

The {almmiekmﬁoloﬁ traces the
divizioml and Corps events raspect this woman and her inramtiom

{1} Oi‘ficial divisional records did not indicate when and hor tha
woran fell intothe 28th's eustody. Bub, 4 post-eampaiga mamagcript
desoribing the 28th*s oper«tion in the Counteroffensive, by am official
cosbat historian{it. H.G. Jackson), based substantially upon Combad
Interviews with partlsipating office:rs, sk atated: "0n 14 December,

a woxan who had besn captuwrsd by the Gersans and later sscaped, turaed
heraelf in to the OXC. She said she had been taken as far back as
BITRURG and that ths vooda ware full of Gernan equirsent.®

{2):Divisional records recorded that ot 2220 the Division G=2 . ... -
oalled $he ¢/S about & woeman's intsrrog=tion. )

(3) Then, syparently the G-2 notified the Corps G-2 about her,

&t 2320, an hour Iater, imaghmuch as the Corps revords contain the
ressage sent by the ﬁth to the Corps G-2, Becayse of ity detail

of dezoxiption bayond the combat historian's statement, in fect a
mmdicﬁcn of itg this ‘essoge ix oited:

S
i

mwfol is s r-ﬁ:&u:yin&wﬁmod‘a B
Iante:?:o wozan who hed nintmegamwmzéthlar.ﬂivo“ .
S rma mreporst that chl Md bcen git‘!n pozus.sgiw to
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RIFNELS F3052 where her home is to pick up olothes on Degwaber 10th.
Rowaver, while there a Germa: ren pstrol tcok bor into custody. She was
firet iakm to BAUL'R #9053 and given 2 prelininary iaterrogation. She
was thin taken to QEICHLEGNE ¥9§51. Batweon thece two poimts ghe cabasrved
© no traffis. Howevser, at Gelchlingen she obgerved many trucks and
horse-drawn vehleles, pontoons, and small boata and other river-eroasimg
rateriel, In uddition she obeervad nawy arty pisces, some of which wers
borae-dravn end other truskdrawmn, S&ha was again intmogatcd at Bitburg :
ard while In this town ahs cbgeyved vamy troops in light gray miforn
with black co'lara(#8 Troops). In Bitbarg she heerd from conversations
of tmaps that it had taken thom 3 wesks o got bere frow Italy.
- - obmmvwgchmmuﬁntmmmm
. - Qbervals 10552, She reports baying aeen mc arsor during this trip.
She was told that shs was o proceed te TRIER by train, 2 of which left
Bitburg daily, ond 4n the morning and ons st 2000A. -She ascapsd at -
Bitburg, proossding beck toward omr lines via Oberweis 8382 10552,
Mmmmssmmaaaﬁmummxmtm
wont to Vianden vhere she wan picked up takem acrvoss the river. Fart
of har return frip was along foot paths and nothing of wilitsry pigai-
: ] ficance was ohbaerved.
*22th Div considers tbe Mamnt- fairly reliable from what
Zaw chacks they have so far Deen abla to mako. Woman's oconlitien i
highly nervons havlog stepped on a trip wire which dntomated mims.
Howaver, shs was not injured, Purther check and interrogation is eonbimuing
and couplste report will be submitted &s early as possible.®

{2) The 28th Division did not menti n this woman®z surrender nor
her information in its G-2 Pericdis for 14 Deceader; but the YIII Coips
suzearised har dats in approxivetsly ten lines in its G-2 Pericdic of
that day. Horsover, the Corpe Intelligence Sumaery, 141800A-1424004
Decamber, carrisd a five-line susiary. Beth doouments presunabdly prooursd
their inforwation from the 284h Divislonds mescage of 2320 hours.
{5) Another secords wag kept of this inoident by the Corps G=2, 3z
hia informal, trped dally review, titled SWHARY, for the paricd of
1408004 to 15080CA Decembsr. This was a fiwa~line remms of ths wozman’s
infornation.
{6) The Bivision's inteust fa the wousninorsamed during the next .
. day, g 41d the Cor s, At 045, an _ofticer, probably of the interrogatdsm 4
tean, ealled the Pdviaion G-2 that hs had further iuformation. The G-2, :
baworer, gave the Lisutenant nine queations 4o ask 4he womsw about what
: ghe :mr, types of boatsynd eculpnent, eto. Ap 1450, tha ‘Lieutanant
called the G=2 that he had a coaplets report and would deliver it shortly, -
{The anevers to the G=2's questi ns were ot oonthéned smong the mvam*a
records.) In the meantine, aluost two hours yreviously, at 1350, the
; Y31I Corps G-2 had onlled thoe Division G2 "and inguired sbout the woman
o thet mnedml&;uath-otkw duy.* Ne required a thorough inveatigation
P of her rellshllity, of ered Corps aid, and ordered that she not be
. = . relessed except on his order and to :infau bhin of the investigation'a
’ ) 7. progrees. The Division G«2 called the Corps (=2 st 22254, stating that
= R tha mn w; m:icred u;mm, but mmhd p&ﬁinﬁnn to m hep

h
W
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7y dhe Aoy {or forther laterr gation, whisk was granted. The nsxt
:re*'aimgg B0 & OIG asficer was givar the Divieien’sz poraizuiva
b eke m'r e Yhe Pleet Jvmyis cage.

£ lnfewation Obtalned lm by 2004k Diylslon. =<~ Becoris a® -uis

mvisicn nabisd the captur: of o wovdoed Prte from the I8th T¢ fivipioe
on 15 Dacenber,. who referrad to s ressible Gorzan affonsive betweo
125 Pegater (Blv., brael, 7. 111=113) In the sazs of onc FP, his
infeivati 3n vie forwgrded t.o the 111 pr* 36 winuiss aftor i‘z-
Division learned of the datas, but there ma: no svidenze that thbs viher
PEfs dets sns senf s Corps.

A

]

- I o Cue U uwss
. Yé&ptw d by *ha :422& Infsn Leye An aseoubd of hia capf.m wae dependent
vion the divisl nal regords and post-savpalgn Combel Intervisws, frcsmush
- ap the regimentaldocumenta wore destroysd or captured when the 4224
fofantry $toclf war sapture on 19 Deven er, B Cou. of the 23 Battalion
fired uren a Gernan paizrold, i pleked up & Fole wourd an the fout. He
had arrived on the front on ihe sfierncon of the 1l4th, relieving an
unknown anit, which vse %o bz pulled ot ard briefed for an at'ack along
the entire front between 17%h and Chrictume. The FF did not know i
the front mas Lo be regir 9ntnh division, & $. Ha had beard mumors
that 88 troops would partialpy lu; buit Jid not know their loeaticlh.
Losrohll hlie sere to e used.

The informstion
from this PU was rersived Ly the Divislen at 1930, and ssrcvged to th
PITT fpaps 36 ginstes later, ab 2006 Ny report on this Fh ez includa
in the 1064hiz Gew Feriodie fov the 15th or the 16th, wkich ware Risvri-
buved Lo the fovps.

Tha woulded FV
held br the 833ix J3lst Medical Bsttalion wag algo from the 18th V¢
Mvision, snd was cagpured xoustixe on the 15th. He related thet bhe
hed heard a rupor of & lorge-scrie &' teek to be lsuswhed bYelween 17-25
Decosber; and definitely befora Chrisimas, He wag an Infsnivymsas, apd
wont on the line when anotheyr German 2oupany movsd oul, but bad bmn‘
told ke would be on the lins oniy four or flive d4ys then pulled back!
Thbe PR report wis. made by the 8-2, 33lst Neddlenl Pattslion, and entercd:
in the Division G=2 Journal 152200 Dessrber. Ho mention vas made of it
in either the (-2 Periodic for the day or the 16th, or in othsr pertinent
records, Nor wsis there i&did&tiezz that the corps #ag Informned of this

lnésrmi,atiam S -

) _Az noted avovse,
the Corps was m*ifiad about only tha 4221 Infantey's PN, not about that
of the 331st Medical Battalion. Data sbout the forger PR was reported
in the Corps G=2 Perdedie for 15 Desember, in s parsgraph ew mary.{I¥;A)

'~ Inssmueh as the i06th did ot xeport the PW im its G=2 Poricdic for the

day, which mould be distributed to for e, Lthe gourcex of the Corps initinl
information was srrarently the 106th's msasage of 2006. Further dstails
woere oblained b the 106th that night, dex whiph wers raported fo

_ the Corps by message ths next noraing, the 10th, at approxim- ely 090

. {V,B} The precise timc -of this message’s receipt vas sndeterm.nsble

in the sorpe reear&a, ané w¥ao nob mentiomd in ﬁw ﬁiv:.a,taml ones.
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Agcording to this pew information; the FX wap Poligh, s dagerter, vas
soriovsly dmfrostey Infurad i & vorman minefield. Hs woy unserteln of
his unit » tut balieved he bolonged to Lhe 18th Y6 Divis cm, and haa
zrriyad or the front ou 13 Docenber. Ea war Snfoomed thabt the 1FY

¢ <“ivision vas baing pullad out to be briefod and preparsd for am
athack Datwsen 17-25 Davesber. This reseage iveluded othor data
corrapponding to that glirasdy reperded. The 106th ddded: *Evalustiom
o condition wery seri-vs having lost most of his right lesgend belpe
uriler the Influsncs of merphine mas very inocherent.™
. , L o - Sugplesonting ths
Corpe 12 Deoswbar =2 Parledie' - xix-liny paregrsph dvseription of
thiz P¥'y infoxmatlon, the tfcr; g Sonrolidatad Intam;.atiaz Report of
16 Dégambor,annexed W the Gs2 Periodic of 1;%1&% dz:y, earried tho
s;’ief::ai;a of hie drformation, (3‘?30) S L

-
P L] -

ZX spformatior Oblainad by She 44 Diviglon, o-- Tw deperters

from the 2ot Co., Aith Festung ¥0 Ba'falion were taken by the lst
' Patealion, Atk m"mtw:'y af, 830 an 16 Daganber.(Piv, level, p. 182,189,

2043 ‘rong other ¢tta about their oopan ’.mtian, thone 4xe PPte dsseribed
an orientation t*.l‘s' two days privously during which wa gtatad thet o
Faunger ard Gro Infantry divisiong werr In the remr, and wovld exsvubs
g oFfersive of sajov propebiicns. The front line troors wers marned
to hold out wntil thepa forces errived., The {roops reacticn; however,
¥as 8 shonlder shrong and the thought that unkept pmieas had bosn
nades before, Thelr battallon rslievsd ea uaknown unit of regimental
strenpth, Cne IT beligved the old welt h 4 no trainiog end was being
sent W the reer for tralnirg, the other F® though ihizs unit waz wxell
arndrped aml thevelore rent lo a zore active Iront,

Tee 4th Divialdns:
G:2'g knorledge of this inforn- ticn wea pot cbisimed vntil eboul midnight
of the 15th, and thare was oo evidencs that 1t wes ropeted to the
Le""!,‘i’f {Ivid.}) A prelimipary report that the captnre haa occurred 2t
/ i3 van made by the 8th Infantry to the Divislon G=2 at 2134, indicoting
slse that the 8th did not yet hsve information from them. Then, inforae
tien abvat theie orgmimﬁirn cbiained from the two PR'; vas sumrasised
in o ness ga to the 6-2 8t 2300 from the regiment, et no wention was | |
nde aud ﬁ*& 5.sapmxiing abtack Llais, & raport mwmamibiy upon this
claim ¥aa not avmilable o the Divieion until its probably midnight
receipt of the distributed 8th Infapiey'z IF¥ Tean i!’%‘ﬁ feport Low
: L mauacmme Jecsmber,

€

" Divisional record:
ﬁi& rot provide evidencs thet these Pﬂ’s information was for. .risd to
the VIII Corps by message, no. wave their capturs and/or data menitlonsd
in_the 4th Division's §:2 Periodies for M;&é, 17 Decamber, which the
Corpa doubiless ressived. The forps B2 was aware cf the capturs,
nevertholess, but his iaform tien wss ayparontly limited, ard did nol

“.inoluds the PR s wentlon of & pors sible, planned slack. Inagtoch s
the details sbout the Pii's weo contaived in tHe 8th Infantry IPV Test
#3438 Paport, perhaps the Corps prosared its inforwation from that
863res, . The Corps was ot Iisicd for distribiition, only the Bsttalion,
2%)1 ﬂ. Bn., 3«2, $-3., and the Diviaiauq Rowmr tha information wag
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cocuived, ths Corps G-2 Periodie F181, L42400A=13524004, took noties of
thy caﬂ“ awn insldsnd dn ite Nex Identifiesnticns lsiing waisr Unlia

in v:‘fzatm’t,z 5% from 1st Co.; 44th Festung UG By reliesed a uall of ragt
siga in Mds ractor one week oge.{Coruents TP true, reglh fivolyed would
be the 220th Inf Regh, 21:th VG Dlv. )® {IV,A)

¥1, Gorps Concern Over Lack of PR Informstion.

S

Acesrding 4o the TXIY Co pe Congolidated Interrogation heports
atbrahe? 4o 2ail - G622 Ferlodies, 38 lIndleldusls wéye lnterrugat-d

. withdn the Corps sone during 1-15 Dacerber, excloding 11 taken on Li-18

Paoerbor vho obvidusly !ac?ad alisok Information. inaecuch as they wars

stteopting & reSurp 30 Osreany fron the distant xeg fortu. {I~547(30) )

0F thoze 5,05 lawsh 20 were designated as deserisrs. In sontrast

the dwiclons reportad among Shalr revords the sustody of 37 PW'a,

a0y of whon were Coserbers.{Div.level; p %) Some of the Cnrpa reported
~1m ware Joubiless apprehended by Car;,s Lroops.

The at »,rae statistion were soapiled with the care pareitted by the
inadsanacsy vl PY descripilons, bub emetitude was wlddkaly. & error
vas proubly an  ovezeommt, caused by the train smong interrogation
roporte 4o ddsoues the sans P on differsal daye, and i ione cases
any hawo Lean counted twlze.  WUsltber ddvioicvral nor Oorpo resords
reosyiiod compilations, crd sististien wees necesparlly delound, os caxeluily
o3 przettle.

dcovrding to a fombat Interview with the Corps G-2 during Jamury
1845, the izge: of P¥eg and the fallure of palrels be iavs them had besn
Powery o the Corpac !‘VII,,P} Raids serv ordersé by the Cozys, and
1t XEth Divisiorn wos m-xw 21y evdered t0 condugdt & recomcissance ruld
Inferen, %bte Corcs T2 gald La - ont to thed Division and disuaesed
thae gubioct with itz Sowmesnding Qecersl. Be remarkad that the rald vas
porstlcad grvoral vear, bul naner Pruilisd off.¥  Ferkapr net to tha
Covps f-32's huowledrs, Yhe rall mas sxeguted. Ooly one I'D was capluced,
e geophb of which vag noted in the @0 Piriediss of & Decepber of u.ih
the 284h Division 2nd YIYI Corps. Nedtber corsand, howsvwer, asaokiated
thin P with the rald in thsir respective lsmmuces. The nanner of the
Gnrpg wegul iptticn of inforoation abovl the PN was uot evident from ths
weﬁﬁy“
i f '
 Briefly, the chaln of events congernin s raid wers the
x‘u?’iswingﬁ(%ﬁm{%) 3 Div. level; p. lﬁ}glgéelﬁ'}') The 28th*s {6 was
’ea@@mﬁd aver the lsek of PT iafors'stian, but ths ingpirstlon for big
L oeorsy vag wh olear. B was ocnoerrsd during early Decenbsr, and patris
[ vera Ahsressed pasil & corpamy size wnw(fo. A; X09%h Infantcy) wes cent
oFar %1«-‘ 002 ¥ ver on 3 Decombar, roturaing g‘& 1500 the next with only
m:ra‘ v, feom the 61k Cou, 915th W‘E 3524 VG Yavlpion, He sonfimned Ut
g mg*mat, zmﬁ rmiavsd the 016% &cgimnt cm &:m sash aiﬁa of the IR,
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The 20thie 6-2 Pericdis for the 4th menticisd bhis cqp%ure ard inforpation;
tub tho Gogiw verlodic Lfrr the éoy montdoned bis zapture enly. Then.
the Corps €onsolidated Intcrrogation leport, anrexed to the periedic
ol 6 Duseebur, provided s detelled sscount of his Information, toneluiiwe
vith thip pondténres 577 claimz ths teoons wers 1018 thet shen the snov
felia and the cold &unrs 393 the Germsn will lawwh a big offensive
% ths Partorn Pronk; ad the Anerienn froorz anmnot stand g séveran
gilmnie ® . o . .
. . o N K . i ov
A -lsse conarned stiitode towardh FW's wag sxprecsed by Maj. Gen,
Trey Ho Middletsn, 08 of the Corpe, durirg 2 Combal Intervlew om 19
Jansary 1988, (YII,D) Becsure of this differing vien from that of the
G-2 sise espressed durdng &  ombat Intorview during the ssms month
rate g baken of the Intepyview's sircusstonces for any bearing they.
right bave vpon.apcpvday. According Lo the cambat Mistorimn{lapt. L.B.
) Siark}, no uobes wors teien during the interviee, but wars imuodistsly
after ihe 40 sluute couvarstation. The Cenersl wna Fextreraly Triendly
: wd wsralariing.® . ’

g . f
/ PGen. Yiddlcton gnld that every day up to tha time the Gerrann
5 atucked; the Corpp £ot ab least osa Brisonsv fron its front. Bt ne
L81d Bet podrols fres the divigions wuwdd couldn't ha eaxvopted 20 get
Aepe o1t enery Slrergtd Bachk a-ound BITRURG. He said thel ot all timss
thoy knevw all the snesy divisiono In coptast, but the Geormeug kmr as
pach abent oar shifts alnce shoy were jush ag active and had patoln
in car llavs evsry nighic. They spew we w.re uging the ares, the VIl
Norpe frond, as 8 rant and rehebilitrticon sree .

- H.B.=-= Regardl g the Gensrallsg clelm sb-ud identifisation
ef snemy divisiens, please note thot the Corpa had fdentifisd enly four
of the len zaspulilng divisiens pricr teo the 16 December, =5 dinamssed
iz the grovlnn dv thip Critique titled: Ialiial Regogniiion of the
Assaulitf s Gravily. Wls snadywis of the snatiy’sz sivenpih dif not confors
ts tie faebs. Be gade a further illuain-ddng romark during ze inberyiss
¥ith Captain Clerk on arothar occagion, on 20.-April 1945, when the
Tuf oin went 4o mee him abo b othor sublechs byl the comwergatien
“inforpally raesed to wavions toples, ineludifz this: "Gen. Fiddleton
asld heo vould wegyanwh like to talk o pime Gorrpan officera, to sos
»hat the corps really »ng hit by, He Coesn’t tisliove it vor enylhing -
1iks the M o 36 dtvisioas trat were fduntifiod in the first twe dapss
Tour or five divip ong would havo Leen enaugh to do vhat they did against
two wornowt and one brand-new divisions{plus u Little mrior), holding
a 88-mile Tront.WVII.C) )

YII. Alr Reconnaisrenss by the Corps.

izong the five VIII Corpa Afyisions dlscassad on the division
level{Div, Level, 3. 7)., the 28tk Bivision referved to air reconmaissency
bty Amor can forcer, ang it moted fhat wealher provepted pairols for
the noet part, and when planes did fly, thsy obrerved lLiitle eussy
sctivity, nono of 1% suggewtive of a lsage attack.
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Avearding e the ¥IXIY Corps dally G=2 Peziodice this was the ecase,
IY,0Y fird werthor Tefner D 2ir rocomnalisoance {0 pegBiyibility, N
‘,‘Jz.h;. per jhote renopneirerrecs yures Pom an 10 of the days wariny
e te.® Uneonber perded, duc £ rmerther. Fven on the cthar days all
mizzicrs were carcelied except the follewissr o 2 Lessmberse-3000

Wk gl

s

LI

ir

Faurp Toof wiysdon; Fthe A?ha Firsh im Tac/f nizsione; Sthe=c1400 how
nisslong 3."\& ===t Corps and ome artlillery reconnsissancs recalled

fus to wasthery I4thec-only cpe Tao/R mission; 15the=--iws Tac/R misulone
ware abariive dae v #xs ther, Tha ubgerval ootivity was minor, consist.ug
of mvements of tro iraias exé of a few motor vehlicles; lcoations of

tare field Portific.ticns; and en the 1Lth conagideradls rail activity

and more fals pm{it,n w3 in the TRITR arce

WII Cmmﬁiag Gor: ral'a Preo@:untamffamim iz xz°t3.@m. .

v 9 W, { aw-.a" \-‘.s),.,w -, . §_;c,§'

. ¥a§. Gsn@ ‘!‘mv |18 “ﬁdd}e*ﬁu, the vITT Carps Commirding G'naral
rreoeding and Guring the Battle of the Mxdennes, e mnrm‘ post~annpiign
uplngeng upon the Sorps and the anemys pm«-ﬂmmteroffaﬁsim potentinlitiey
*3 the Hiabarlenl Seation, Tornyean Thester of Operations. (VIX,B,C,D)

T rogponrs to a geriea of queationz putmitted by the Theater Historxian,
Cal, € L.A. .&a“ehall, soacerning the Corpe partisipation in the

‘adepnec Tighting, Oemeral 2idilefcn apssared them in s Pive-pags
lebhar on 30 Yuly 1945, Most of thes quertions and anewers dealiwith
She operalions subrocuant to the initial aseault on 16 Desember. Two
;L'mhmw ;s Logever, nertained o the pre-Covmheroffensive peried; and,
ingpweh s they vare salf-explanatr y, thoy are ciiled verbatim, The
Uazersl alsmady varioms obgervations durlng two waat Interviews beld

vtk hiu on 17 camanry 1945 ard 2% Jpedl by Capt. L. B Olsrk of the 3

ek bien S Bigiarinal farvies., shich war attsshed to ine Thirg U.8.

' Aritc, out dnireeiel bothe Thedlor Hizvorlan, Theze remarks maesx

Likewlssy exiractcd and clited verbatim.

3. Juestloas by Theater Historlan; and Angwers by Genersl Kiddletons

3. During the ten weeks of lurciivity on the VIII Corps front
Balore 25 Dacoxrber were auy siops ieken %o prapors raserve deloncs
Crsitions” oo permigseion sought frow Pirst U.S. Ary $o wilbdrsw o 2
' nm;;ger ‘dzmme Ling in-the evez" of 3 heavy atbask? - ‘o
A, Sufficisatis Toops were nokh available o orgarise & sons
’ daleng2. Tracps available vere, in fact, tardly sovs than encugh foy

. - vutpoat. Fe had, in § e, & deployed delense covering key arproaches,

’ The outpost reg quine thin in order %o hawe -some local racsrves and &
Tex reserve: for regiasatal and division commanders. Units wers used
extonstszely. Gemoral Ro%eriszon, 2nd Divisiony told me 3t wonld leks the

© 20 Dvlslen 2 wesk in pick up the 'smite en tha fmn‘c Y& turnad gver to
N the 06%th Nivisioa,

T : "Thera ~az not a stronger defevsivs postien thwmn ths onm

- hsl& exept ca the orthers rart of tie 106th Bivic*frn fropt, Sevweral

- changes were wide op thie frapt snd om the 18Tt of the front ocoupisd

by' tks 281k Dlvi:fon in ordar to add strengih %o the postion. iz ws

i
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2uae grd ther reported to Aoy, frmy dld not rrob the bulge hem by tha
IO Tvislea th.,m.;gh the dreplring lung w.w;r. up. & k&c“. §
1iairlon, auvl kv Yeon one g Wl p6lereiny northes: U o 8%, tia, 5
Hawe sor, 1 havevelunisrily Q,.Lv 0 up bhe }srge airea ln ang theough i
the Sloglfried Rine nno hr".s gone baslh zoveral moles to the position {
vouls howvs bean feoldsh. Vhen the Lornan atisck got uwdier =2y on s
1&5th T advised Cereral Joncs thet I thought it best to xithdras to ;

Lhe rear posiion, Jonts did noh considos' a withdrawal propers He falt that
he 20:14 hold. He was or the ground, I waa mtu .13 it wrneu oult he mads
o rls’aks. Tt »an an honest one. ¥ thisk he ls a geod Cu mander. He had
= Pightlicg hem: z d.u:a nub oarder Jones o wif:l;umw At tuad time Loy

T ; I £ult ﬁ}“ % e Irer pore chouwl leesl ccadoblune than L &5 Ta fzat
he ddd, s &% ue;wbpeu it just heppendd wal wy hum:!’ ius vight,
Then Jonel, L&Qﬁﬁeu to withdévaw hig laft 1t 1as oo ia :

YDA

~
S i

R R T Efter Plret irog =2 ‘en 10 Dec. roported the distined
vapanility of a large-eutle Lorman offenziva in the hesh{the Ukely
rea of sllech wee gliven wi the MER Kosrmon-fohlelden area, uorth of
f’ the ¥III Corps sector, dud Gen. b lddleton take any sieps to alert his
i diviclong, sbill resovves or r%wst add ticnal fwoope Frow First
Ty oF vey the otrpe wnasldercd ¢ be as well prepured ag possgible to
zeed suah an asteck?
( {{{MBamm ”he fntarpolativu m';h.-.n saysatheris in ihe
ooy p&.mgra;m more part of the mamuscript. 13333
“he The Con anflers were al.aye kopb abl&ast of the situation.
Just prior Lo December 16th, the First Army took & combat cowennd
Trox lhe 91 lrpored Division, vy ressrve, and gave it to the V Corps.
i then moved the Reserva Combat Cormangd, Gth Armprod, frem the south
1w the nowtl. to buek w the right of ths 106th Divisicn and the lef$ of
the 22ub Dlvaslon, Thie Comand tock station neur Trols Verges, Selgives.
. Yo rvegues 3 o hede 0 Flret Aviy for troops because the Fivsd Army
“ne Lakirp troops frow Lhe Tiil,

*Tho high corwand could not have Leen alvimed about my
8%-mils front tsceues durlng this pericd I was directed so pul on &
desel bi01 Lrograt in oprder %o dravw wore onesy divicions to my front,
{Gote: 7 ghuuld have Lesn reyardsd for a sussess ful pro, ran), Thres
afentyy divivions on an ~.!8"3,.i...' front backed wp by ;uri; cf an &ruered
Glviaich :ould neve, te sali Mppared to aseh & full seais &1)&3}’ abtack,
Thers e nob iy beliel, sussias &5 I know, on the furt of G-2 per-
sornel thal a Germon stioek wonld be nade on Il Corps rroht.®

;3

’1

H.8, == Tha FUSA doounment o ferred'té};; t?ze'éwatiem
g ths Frl.ol .amyfe G-2 Cstinabe f37, 10 Decembsr. The rcllowing
grirachs are msde to indissate the substan e of this Soeumsabs -

> e
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‘ ®1. SU . AEY OF THE SIIDATION,
€ ) - - Yg. Conorel. Sincs ths pubiie tion of (-2 Estimate
Koo 36, 8aScd 20 Woverber 44, the swony hss xtub’bcmly aoutssted
L o every ool of ground Ir {he sons of setion of iare Virst U5, Arsio oso
{ . ~Back of the lim of the SOLE he has fatensified his delsnae zons by
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Fartilfisztion 13 dorth, corwariing esck village inte A& siremgpeinl,
arft_hes sotably *~*.'ran§thsrm’i the €himtt tinld fortificatione on the
line 57 the ERFR, . -. [t 1» »lain that hic strategy in defenps of the
Reoich is rused on the sxhaustion of our offenslys to be follcowad by an
11i=01" comntarartack with arser, batwesan the BUTRK and ths FE™, surolan
W avery wampon he tan hrips to beew. The suspansion off 9=} fir@ fros
o g Bﬂ%&%ﬂi& ABEA ane the MONH altes §x belisvdd to ho buaed on
e nne 47 hip rallpoada for dhe bringing in of naw Polkmrrenadiar
divisiony wect'of ths FHTHE and Vor the ! 1dvp of ¢hn recesssry ardillsx:
~and myy ey Yo ngpert hia all-oud gro pd counterattesk. .. It is
apy ereny, that Vou Rundsteds, sho obviously iz cominotive milltary
., - apereti-ns withoat the Yeoafitk of irtmﬁam hae pkiifn 1y defendsd
¥ anet hpbanded hia forces and in prepering for his pert in ths all-ous
b seplissti-n 6f ovary wesnon ot the foonl noint and b8 sovraot Sime
3 aphiars Iafamea p? the Relsh wash of the RHINE by inflizting a3
‘ reevh 8 ditodd on the Allies #3 roneinls, Indirstions %o dete polat 4o
i ihe Taanbion of thie fneal prin e Motng bebtween ROFRIOND nnd SCHTETNEN,
‘ 1nd wiiddn this bracked this soncentrabed Forges will b apniied 49 tha
a1iied foprce fuidzcd by the Germinn High Command o be the greatent thueat
o guosessful defunss of the Rolsh.¥ {Somees: FHHL, G2 Pariodics &
Srtdmaton, Déa, AL, In 1-535(22) )

B. Tuterwiew of 12 Jan. 1945,

; {Burbat Alstorients piatemsnit *Yo notes were token during
Prvopviow, nb nobas vore asda inmediately alter its coonlvpi-n. Ths
5*1?3??%;% Iaghed fapr aprrexi=mataly 40 wimitea, fan, Hadflston was
ormomaiy Priandly and wdecatanding )

wvwméz&g ke J008h Inf BAv.

“Tha lina held by thy 106th wag the uoek diffieuls oma 4o
as‘f:w{ sn the Gsrna fromt, "he t¥o northern 1 raginsnts, 422 end 4224,
17 Sbhe SONNEY EBTFFL apsa »eome throuch the ST“EEP’RTEU Lra tn exvpoged
oo §isny, Gen FiAdlAen epeslad 2 #4 17 an aktack cnme om hls front
[ "rm;g"“ ame in the sostor ~f the 1064h Diw. {Top out of the 13 Bne of
Sorre by vere in suort of the 164 Piv,) The Gen acld {9a4 when
L tha 24 Inf tiy, dhich ma the Lirct division to ooty the line held by
Lo the 306 lé‘bh Det; ook trear tho line he s934 that two battaifons®
‘ pestions wa s oo agoaed Rhat ih wee Impesalble fo re oh then In the
"w‘m» that all supply had to Yo done at night. He reguested permission
2o withdrus from this grousd, dus *Hh Bigh Ocmrand’ waa relustant to
\ give mp sven thage moound positlons.  On bie aen autrority at a later
4 da¥r he A4 withdraw the by mrpope] hatsalions, atd tha Ooop mgm:*@m
J exeoutdd devolivions on sprroxinataly 25 piliboxss 1o ths S}'Ef}ﬁmﬁ
! 0 t:'u‘ the enpr coudd not receruyy aw! rexpr thess fortiflssiions,
He giif he naver wag dirsctly seemyred for this sotion, hut be belleved

- " , d gmiers Lrom Tirsh I8 Sfwy.
S m&%ﬂlﬁn 25 roackion £ Ky atakemont thot It wag
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rither dirTinult do ‘defend in pilace', = lch was ths Corps misslon '» iia
sactoro=ras i; sbals that theare is oo answer 1o the Jdefemse problem

of an 8enile front with 3} divisions, tho LCorps ressrve consiting

of a naundfvl of engineer battalions. ﬁe gaid the snpineers did a
uagnifigcant job. He eaid "we teach' a T000-8000 yd front for defenss.

HEs £ald he kae been protesiing sgeinet side fronts during his wir 1a
coabtat ;mperioncy in ths BI0, Tn SICILY he had 45 miles with one
uhfiainm In ITALY hie aloo hed svery wide front, He saild he romarksd

then to Gen Hradley thai some day we were golng to get fato troubls

#ith our wide fronis. This wa 1t.

Thhan asked what orders or change of niuian rocelived
fros Firat US Arsy after the asirsngth of the attaok was reslised, the
Gon said that he talked to the 0/8 First US Arﬂy(ﬂaja Gon Xean)
and roceived orders to 'fold with the attack,' (I am fairly but net
absolutely positive of {hé exact wording of thims quote . L8G) Gen said
e never diﬁ mdmt&nd matly what this diroativa wntc

*{}eu ﬁiddlnton said thut overy day wp o the tins ths
Geraans attacked, the Corps got at lsast one prisoner froa its front.
Bat ke said that patrols from the divigions could't he expected to get
dope on enesy atrength back around BITBURG. He said that adix at all
times they knew all the enemy divisi ns in contsct, but the Gerzans knew
ae much about omr ghifts since they wers Just ag sctive and had patrols
in our lines svery night. Thoy knsy we ware using the ares, the VIIX
Corps front, as & rest and rehabilis-tion avesa.

fRegording the simulated presencs of the 75th Inf Div
en hie frvini. Gen ¥idaleton said hs nevsr had aprroved of rubber
Jusk’ ecperati~ng, and that knowing the afisngth of vhat was on his
Lemediate Sronty he w 3 less than usuelly enthusiatie sboud thiz parti-
culsy c;emtionfopartiion ‘COBLYNTZY ).
Ol .

$The Uen said that ve wire alsays concerned aboul the 4ih
Div on the wouth and I4s ability to hold end dafend the oity «f
wesbourg. He sald that this dlvision was short 1400-1500 infantrynan
1t the time of the Gezrmsn sitiascsk, and that i the Gzrsans had svex
followed . the attack which they started down ths stresm lipe SCHWARZTENTZ
{I'm pot absclutely sure this 1z the steesam he meant sinoe he indicated
it on the pap for only & moment.) it might have been serious. ...

sce,

. - - .
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IZ, Initial Recogaition of Assault's Gravity.'

Swpary. === Corps Intslligence Sumvaries, isaued four times daily,
geasribed operations, but did not express opinlons oun the now atiack's
rsaning; and,the Pirst Aray’s ISGH for the period ending 166900 siwply
dseoribad operationa of- the ¥, VII, VIIIl Corps, without beingz suggeative
88 1o the enery's Intentions. Eowever, during the syening of the 1bth,
the VIII Corps acquirsd the texte of the Conrander-in-Chisf Westts Order
of the Day prool iming the Counteroilensive to ths German forces, and
sone other malated doswents. But the Corpa (o2 Periotic for the dnxy
seened t0 disrapa 4 the doomments' gignificerce, and etated thet the
curront ensiy capabllity was ocuatersttasking to restors lost poaitions.
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The Comaanding Genoral expresscd the thowght durlng a Opwbat Intorview
thav b realized the atisek's walght by the morning of 17 Decsnber,
and the G-2 admitiesd in an interview that the attack wauz a swpriss to his,

Saron Inlelligene Sucoaries. =—= Tths first report that the VIIX
farpe nade concerning the German oaslaught of xhout 0530 on 16 Pesenbesr
was in its ISTM £286, at 0800,80r the psried 252400A-1608004 Decsmber.
{1-340{8) Fog. #76) 1In the 105th Division®s ares light artillery ara
nortar fire bagen &b 05304 upon the IFX, snd the 424th Infantry rocelvod
heawy ertillery snd sortay fire at 0550. An esiim=téd vomparny was
ropardad in the seotor at 06004, One tank with 75 kaw in white sndts
roved against EABSINKLE, ang at 08154 trhes ienks and sneatimated oorguy
moved against ROTH. In ths 28th Divisicn's erea heavy artillery fire
wag recsivad et (6304: - Thare wsre no operational changes In the ssotcra
of the 9th Amored and fth Infantvy Pivisiong. . o

As noted, this initial IBM
described opesrations, but did nmot advencs epifilons of the action's
pignificanse. 3Sooe consilsration of the zsriousnsss of the ensuy' =

ction was denoted im the guscesding ISWE FHB7, issusd at 1200 for the
OBODA-12004 Poriod.{V,B, Meg. #77) Regarding the I06%h Diwision’s

segtor, 1t reported; Pencmy launched an atiack; scops and objeatives
ap yot undetorained,on N and £ flanks at OT00A., Hesvy srty fire preceded
the attack, which exployed infaniry supperted by tanks. ..." The remainder
of this IS for 0800-1200 was descriptive of the divislons' cperations,
which ware cefense and receipt of snemy artillery in ths 28th, Sth
Armorsd, and 4th Divislons' cectors.

This slight peferencs ic the
offensive's scops and cbjestivs se stated in the ISUH Lfaspued at 1200
way the cnly such so'renit in the Corpe ISUMS during 16 December.{V,B)
istEts for 12004-~18004, 18004-2,00A morasly deseribed operations, and
uc consideration wis glven to oversil scope and objectives, The sane ~wae
true of the ISUR 290, 162i00A-1708004. .

Heanwhile, wariced datz w»ere
{lowing into the Corpe providing xore or less evidsncs for opléton
fornulation, o e Tt eI
Y, Mo =oo liaited sid for evaluation purposes was furnished
hy the Fiest Jxmy's Intelligenc Sumaary for the peried ending 0900, and
which was rot received by the Corps G-2 mtul 13384 by telegram.(V,3,
¥eg. #9) Tals ISHE contsined data frow all FUSA corps, and thoze frosm
the ¥ and VIX Cor & were ag folloss, but thalr inforsation wes not

——

‘partioalariy suggertive, ak least sz such s0 ap that of the VIIIth: *Uemal

anount of artillery fire reporied by ¥V Corps inm BARGSTRIN(FO633) arwa

&t 05304, Considersble arillery fire in Corps southern sector. Sporedie
arty fire reported in MAIMEDY(K7804). VI Corpe mector: MARIANEZLER(FG.97)
and FOVIN{084Q) st 0470k received inorsssed sriy Lfive, Artilisry fire
continusd all night in XWPFERATH (P1040) and BERXBUTER{FI081)
arsa, Scuth of WARTABE LER encay oountermitack started at 0600& sepulssd
by ‘0B00A." The VIII Corps sccount was swwerised in thes Cerps own

IS for 1524004-1608004, previcualy deseribed.
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This Firat Arst USYH fo  ithe poried ending as 0960 sas
the ondy FUSA IS¥ wocolved by the Gorrs during the day, nor 4id ths
Gorpe records Umdicate infowmmnidonal ressapges from FUSA,

Gapizeed Oepmsn Opders. === Of high significancve was the acquistion
oy the Corps of the Cpde» of the Day by the Comuander-in-Chief Wout, 16
Davcenmber, proclaining the Counteroffensive. The Sorpa Lirst recslved
the text at 2120 whan the V Corpr Spsclal Intelligence Snema;ry for
1600 arrivad, and which sontainnd the texd.(1-540(8), 16 Dec. Xuz.#30)
This Oider of the day and ssversl other revealing docunents wors captmd
by the 1-6th Division, amé were in the Corpa posesescion as of sk
23104.(V,B, 16 Deacg Yogo #

- Actording to ﬁu mnslﬁtmn by the
0/% Team é%é,, t‘)f “Ehe laéthm G2 sestion, thie Drder of the Day lswued
bye Fieldsmahal ’&m metad% deelmsdx e . )

"3oldiers of ths EoaiRexxiix Neat ?!'Gnt!
SYour gruet hour hags arrived.
tlargs attacking senies have started apainst the Angloedmoricens.
*I do not have to tell you anything more &n that.
aY¥ou fesl it yourself.:
Ko zanble sveryiningt
*Tou carry with you vhe holy cbligation to glvs everything to
achiews things buyond huran possibilitiss for
Cor Fathor and Our Foirer!

Ton Runsteds

C in € Vst ~

Genarel Foldamhallﬁ

Although the ¥ Corps Speaial ISTY quotnd
only thig CinC Order of the Dey, the collsetlon of dogmmonta from the
106th Divisien alge incloded the Ordere by the Army Group B's co-rmandsy
and the Sixth Panger Arey, & document explaiming Opsration GEEIF, and
saveral ninor papere.

Sorpg £=3 Pepiodlg, 16 Deaculyy. ——= &% Cognizstics was taken
of lhese decunenty, tul ssenlagly no aore than that, ,in tha Corps G=2

Poricdio F182, for 152400A-1624008 Lecssburs OV,8)

‘Thls iasuanee'a review
of the 16th provided datsa (1) makred the fact thnt the Corps had
notably urdsrestivated the enemy's strongth, and (2) felt thet the
stiack of the day was only a sounteratiack to restors lost poaiiions,
(2) ostensibly disregarding in its opinicn the #adpe of the assault
es unnounes ™ by the Cowmander-inSChiel Tantie Oxder of the ay, the
Laxd or which sas posaedased by t.ht Corpe eczo -
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Analysis of ths
anite fn conbaet list d in this G-2 Pericdis for 16 Decsrber marks
the fact that the Corpa had praviously identified only four of ths
tsn asneny divisions whieh struek during ths 16%h. The l8th, 26t%h, 212%h,
3624 V¢ Piviel —o and the {4th Festung ¥6 Battall n ware knom to face
the Corya. Te%, six other dlvisions also assaulted during the duy,
aix diviesions whose proximity wee coupleisly unknown <o the Jorpe. Thoy
were the 62d§ 560th, 276%h VG Divisions, the 24 snd 116th Panszer Divialons
and tha 5%h Yars Division.

o . This fou. to tan
pe arasy ratlic of pre-identification to sebual aszault diwisions oa \
iha Gorps Jevaly - agresd with. the dlvislomal Jevel ratiex of four to ten.
(Div. level, p. 7). Ancording to the divisfonal records, the 106th

Division kusw of only orie of thres, e 286K W wffiiswe, ‘the 4th

_zorurabely identified its single assault division; but the 9th Ammored

way assaplied by & difference divis om than thet pravicusly welieved

to be in its ssctor. In gencrsl, the Corps was awars of the pragance

of all engmy divisions that the divisions inew of prior to the emsnull,
and 1ts list of the apnault dlvivons sgresd with thope of the Corps
divisions; excepl the Corps also lietsd the Sth Fara Divl lon. not
rantioned by a divipgion, Reagpesting tho siaiistical compsrison, tha
116%h Panser Division was reported twics, by the otk and 106tk Divlsions.

BT QAPABILITIES
vare listed end discussad in thias G=2 Porodie, 152400A-16240048, urlar
that title. The apprsisal did not suggest a well defined realiszabiuva
~he sneayts attack purvose. In fog%, &8 obmerved in Capability #1,
the concepiion seemed to be ihat the attack was regarded ss only a
counteratiack to restore losct posztions. Tho cepabdilties dsslared:

¥{3) The enasy cep ooniinve presend sounterattack % respore
lost popitions with the forcez now on hie frent.

#£2) The enony can furiher reinfores his front line strength
with additional ressrve foross and couzabt an offenaive; elther in tho
BEABSCHFID-SCHNER EXFEL area or the VIADIN-ESCHTERNACH srsa.

*{3) The ensmy ean krks wp an active defense of Lis preaent

positionz. or those shich hé may Zall bhack on.% . . -

| Capability (1) vas
considerad as being currvently irplemented, Although then too early te
pradistio. (2), P¥ statements as lsted iu 0O Hotes favared it. ¥9. (3)

was thought "likely to be implanented if he iz stoppad slong prasent
positions end hie atitaok does not meet with ‘success.®

Ths overall scope and
tbjectiven nf the German attack wers not shwomay discussed xaong thoss
three ospsdiliricg, The soricusnews o4f that definclenagy was enphardsed

- by the & parent lagk of consideration given to ila capture Von Rundstedt
Order of the Dey proclaiming the Countwreffensivé. JImeesuch as the -

- 4 .
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Corpa svquiced this documedt sa of R12) and sgein by 23104, surely i:c
eould have besn taken iunto a-comat ss part of the Corpe opinien of

the ¢namy's intentions sud presibilities. Seemingly the Corps Sx G=2
compratonded the isport of thiz and the accompanying dooumnets, in
that the £iling rotation within the G=2 fournel File asserted: *These
documsntn fudicats the goops of tha German offensive and itz lmportoncs
begomes appavent from the isprereive 1ist of high-veanking German
Genaral whore signatures spresr thereon.® TYat, the Co2 Periodiels

statopont of ensny capabilities did rot ﬂfhaﬁ ths fsport of thia
ﬂrda;* of the Day-

A\umsa of these
docum enw ramlaﬁom wap deacnsirated by the fact that the Sl
G=2's Periodle for the 16th included transintisns of most of them in
1tp Order of Baitle Koten; prefacing with the abve guoted statement:
sbot thelr ivdication of tho offensive’s scope. Strangely, however,
the %ext of the most important of ths dognmndk, the Von Rumdatedt
Order of tha Day, waanbt printsd in this G-2 Perledic., The oxdéslon
wap curiouc. ! It mac pocsezand b ke Corpe from two gowrces; from
the ¥ Coxps and the 1081k Piviaion, the latier commawvd 1ts own division,
Tty it of all the domments wap ihe only one to be calited was odd.
Surely if the G-2 bed taken it serl usly, shich he sesningly did; he
no'ild have asscclated its rignifissnce with Capability #l;and not sxprasssd
vhe view in that capability that the atmck waa oniy e coutrteratieck to
rut&ra lost positions.

Sosvending 1z Criers. —== Ostensib'y the seric sness of the
envay atiacX lvpresced the Comranding Cenerel during the ewening of
the 263h, fnasmuch sg e pent an ent. talatype at 20354 to the CG's
of nis dlvisions, the Ath; 28th, ggth, and 9%k Armored:

“Trgepe *111 Yo withdrawn from prasent posltions snly repeat
only if pesitiona become conplsiely unis able, In no svent with enenv
be allowsd to penetrate west of line ZOLZFEM-SITZ2-]OPEFRSNEILER-

U AGFELT- LI FLER-BOCTHO L~ LELLY RGEN-H AL ERI ZR~BURDEN-COTM AB-¥ FI SEMBURG-
FRIZPN-BEIDWTI LER-RECKER-XERTERT- wh:ch will bs held at all cost.s
Letter of Instroeticns followw.® ,

£olr Statewent oo Realisablon, ~-- Inassuch se officlal Corps. records
did rot inciude statepents ax to wien the Corps reaognired thy lsuult'a
trne gerverity and if the attack was a surpriss, Combat Inte
provide the only information, During his account of an in%rvim: ot
19 January 1945 with the CG, the combel historian, Capt. L. B. Clark,
wrote: "Gen Middleton said he reslined the full weight of the Gom:u
offeneive by the morning of 17 Dec. ..."{¥II,D) Captain Clork also
Interviewed Col. &« J. Reaves, Corps Ged, oa the pravious day, reporting:
*Col, Reaves 2sys t.bat, iy the nttuak ws 8 surprise w hi-. He
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referrad me o the Ywolfth Army Group 0-2 puriodic of the weuk before
whish hs said was extracsly optimistic sbout the situation on the
Corps frout.® {¥II,4) Terhape ths Coloasl referred to the Twalfth
Army Group Veskly Iatelligenos Susmary, #18, for the wook ending

9 Decombor 1944, lssucd 12 Decoaber, instead of & Pericdic, The ISU g
toxt more nearly corrssponds w:.t;x his thonght dhen did dessriptive
date withie periodios.(I~320{3)

X, Yorwarding of Intelligenas About the Enouy.

m%mm Poriul. === The Corps divisions, the [t%,
ﬁu&h,, and 100%h saquired sevels daty, only four of vhich weérs transe
witded by the dlviploms to the Gorps. OF the Live gopt significsvl

of the ageven, unly tmo were JForwarded, aud ithey by sessage, not in
daily D2 I’ericdisu Only two 2ats inglanca of the.ssryen were ropoxied
I divigional (-2 Perlodiecs, znd they might be &baractarized as the
lurst wignificant.

The fnnowing ?mo par&g&aphs
simply surnarize the formarding data. For details, pleasczev the
Critique’s seation titled, Significant Evidencs of German Offensive
Intentions, which containg the full analyais of tho forwarding of
this pro-Countsrofiensivo dais.

As montionad above, the forwarding

of data bty the diviaions tc the Corps was siight. The 28%th und

186th Diviaion obzerved increaping enensy vehioular trafiio during ths
12«15 Dscanber poried; snd this asclivity was describsd in deteil in
thais (-2 Pericdice. & oiviiian voman weg takan by the 28th Division
on 14 Decenber; who desuribed gome German bulld-up in the enexny cons,

rd the Corps vag notified promptly aboud her InfOrmation, by weszaags,
v rod in the Division's G-2 Periedic of the day. Fowr Fi¥'s ware
erpiured by the 4ih ard 106vh Divisicns on 15 December; who claimad

to kave heard statements or rumors of an inppending Gerran atiack hetweea
17=2% Densmber, Ihe 106tk Mvlsion reported the data slout one P¥
inmacdiately by moasage %o the Corps, bai pot about the other PH, arg
the Ath Division reported reither of itz two PV !'s dadta. Felther

aivimn raeponted tha insfdents in Lheipy =2 Per:hdic; for t}m dﬁ?‘o

In dontrast ‘t;a the di-eisional
lack of t-ansmission of itp acquired dats to the VIII Corps, thls
comrmand proaphtly reported its acquired date from the divisions, OF
the seyen data instepnces, the Corps report-d promplly the four dnts it
received from the divieione, & the G+2 Pericdic for the day. Ths
Corps, howover, apparently did rot report any of it by xassage to the
Pirst % In the cape of one dats, the Gorps diatribuled it &los
in its T - - B - - - -
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A6 Degenboe, o= During the day the VIII Corra agquired from
the T.Co.ps and nainly from ity omm 106th Diviaon the texis of eerisin
sigﬂif’iaant doseuments, which soulid contributas to the G-2'2 opinion

" of ihd‘abtack’s sexiousneps. Thess deotrents were the Order of the Day
2{5 Tecanhor, of the Comander-in-Chisf Yost{Faeldnaraball Yon Rundstedt),
the Ffders of the Day Yy the Ay Growp B and the Fi#Lh “anser Arey,

3 b dsnorimng the Operatlion GREIF, and ssysral minor papers.
Due 4 the lsportascs of these domwments, the sequence of events and
' u&%ﬁw@aé& svidenae comserning their tranmeimsion to the Corps
/?ﬁf&e!{#ﬂc : . \
L : Ihe first of these acoecsions from the V Corps
 yiia 106th i}iv.!.sicn wag from the fore rs The text of the Von Rundstedt
indor of the Day hid bovn capiur.d by the ¥ Corpa during the rorning;

. tm} was disgaulsnt g in 1is Intelligence Stuwnery for 1600, which

,,mrx';h'eu &t the VIIX Corps G=2 rane four hour later, at 2120{I1-540(8),

4 16 Dec,, Bego F90) To be mure, the texi of this voluable doomment

S was minglad with other and lssgar inforuative onws. Nevertheless, the
P % taxt of % wae physieslly im the Corps G-2 hands well prior to hip
. drrusnee of hig G-2 Pericdle for the day, i
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, In the case of ths 106th mﬂaicn'a Goouments,
et 1320 the 424tk Infariry, messaged the Divigion 6-2 that ®possibis
3162 VG Div snd 13.6 Tnf Tiv documnets taken from officer indlcate
levge soale 84k 8 to be made by Germans. Translation following,"(Div.
ievel, p. 108) T n h?guias later, at 23¥8Mx 1330, that mencage was
. repeated vertatiny caftting the last two war&so(Ibid )} At 1420 Corpe
. wgs mesoaged b tha 106ths "Fe hsve caplured documnct with lote of
¢ . Arfe, Yould 1ive you to come to OP afi-r 1‘&.0‘(1&&0) .

Thie docveent ws: net further idontified with
axectovan by the 106th; nor were the tims and menner of aoquiai%ion by
the VIII Corps completely indicetad. Nothrithatsnding, the Cprpa raceived
% some dociments, one of whioch was withoyd cougt the ono veferred to by
the i06th. Probubly the 106in retuslly fastened the several doeunents
epether as single one. Ae of 2310, the Corps paasessed tranglations of
sevara) key docusents, evong them Orders ennpouncing the Commteroffensive.
Lt that kour & grow of doousents were inserted into the Corps G=2
Sournal File, ineluding a trauclition of the Yon Rundgtedt Order o the
Pay, of Jrpy Grow B p{Ficld Msrubal Yodsl}, eie.{V,B) As their
identdfying dats denoted, the were so vired by the 0/B Teen #44, G-2,
106tk Division, erd vaken from e dead Gernan officerof 6th Cg., 156%h
K gt., 116th Py Divielcr, Their fillng wotation aleo o ateds “Theus
i ddcuments indicnde the agope of the “eruan oft‘anai% ard its imporignes
R tecore apparent froe the lupressive list of high-ranking Gersan Gencrals
- whose eignatur s appear therecn, The (RELF bpamﬁiw 8 mrs tc hs 3

; . PaTt of & Jarge acole cownter-offsnsive. ]

§ P

o ) T Thus, the 106th Diwteon fomrdeé o the &r;)s
tize highly gignificant ca;pt'zred decuments whick explaiupd the mew sanwy
Et{%&@k& \
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