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is a part of the "Stone Board Report.!

In connection with the documents accompanying the
attached memo, I suggest you also dig up Enclosure
g to the vArmy views and recommendations on the
creation of an Armed Forces Security Agency," which

If you

do not have the latter, please let me lknow.

ursuantto 013526
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SUBJECQT: Brdel History of U. &, GOMIET Activities

ls erewith as requested is a very condensed histary of ths Communi«
oations Intelligenss (COMINT) astivities of thw U, S,

2, It i» advisable that I aall your attemtion to the follewdng:

a. This hdstory nas no stending as sn official decumert, although
1 beliewe e informetion it contains is authentic,.

B. If the atory sbout the Navy's COMINT organization and astivie
ties appears rather meager in comparison with that avout the army’s, please
bear in mind (1) that there is, so far as I nave bheea abtls $o ase
no officlal Kavy uistory of tuat orgmization o of ite sstivitiss, se that
1 sould consult no of firial dooumenta or dosumsated sowrsesf and that (2)
the activities and resulis of the Havy's COMINT organization and operaticms
vere kopt highly secret even within the Navy axi wvere a more or less come
_pletely slosed veck to thw Army until avout 1537, so tiat ny paraonal knowe
ledge of or very cocasional contacts with them hardly afford & geed basis
writing authentie nistery. 7The only documont I was adle %o find was
informal an: unofiicial, very briaf nistory, prespared in drafi form by
¢ Le Pu SaLf Sy whe was Chief of the Newyts CONINT ocrganiwntiion
5 Nxy 1936 until lh February 1542, Capt. 'afford wrote his deaft his-
in November 1343, bub carried the story oaly up $0 7 Decescer 194l.

c. If I hndhmm.mmnﬁu, this nistory might be shorter,
or at least it would be wore sorplate, for it would Le strange if a few
fasts perlinent to tie history were not omitted as s result of the pressure
woer whilch it was writian,
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3. One such emission now noted is that dealing wita the astivities

of the oryptanalytio unit of the U. . Comst Guard during the days of tue
*noble experiment,* Ia 1925 the Coast Cusid estshlished a small mmit in
¥ashingteon, h ‘by Kri. Fricizmm and consieting of about half desem

persons, io aelve redio twaffis of e rumerunners oporeting in U, 3.
Caastal waters. [he Coast Guard bullt :p an exsellent intercept sarvise
for this purposs, Yhe intercept sarvice ard the crypienalytic wit conw
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tinied to operate even after 153}, working on the traffic of other illicit
operations, chisfly those of narcotics mrugglors. Shartly after Femzi
Harber thw Coast Guard besame an integral vart of the ravy amd itas crypi-
analytic unit was moved to tio Navy Communications Annex (Nebrasks Avenus).
This unit was kept intact snd worked upon Clandestine Lraffic, larpsly that
of Gersan secret agents sent to or frem ihe wWestern Hemispers. Som alier
ved Day, thiz unit 434 not go vack to the Coast vuard but was desobiligped.
Cur s, the Coast Cuard cundugts no eryptamliytioc activities, the Nawy
having aasuned responsibility for such as might be requested by the Const
Quazd, I do not belisve that any such requests rave beun mads to date,

4e 1 hops tuis history, poor as it i3, will be useful to you amd

asocept full reeponsibilisy for any esTors amxi omissions, all of wnich are,
of course, unintentional.

WILLIAK F, FAIEDMAN
fhis document ccntains information Consultent
affecting the nationsl defense of
the United States within the mean=-
ing of the EKspionage Laws, Title 18,

U.S.C., Seotions 793 and 794. The
transmission or the revelatien of
its contents in any manaer to an
usauthorized person is prohibited

by lav,,
81 Comgress second nasaion
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