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R .:~: A OIT1cer, CIA/AFGA 
1t0011 1011-a-
Arlington Hall Station 
Arlington, Virginia 

DearjL-----....J 

...... 
OGA 

·····­-.. ~ .. 

Rei'erQnce is made to your mem.orandwn, s·J.bject: ~ecret. Inks 
Uureau HI-6, dated ;31 !-!arch 1952. All sources available to this 
Agency have been examined with a view to locating documents having 
a bearing on the s-abject. The material which is forwarded here­
with is all that has been found. It is doubtrul that a "complete 
official record of this &ecret Inks Bureau" exists anywhere or was 
even made. The only possible source:;not searched by this Agency 
are the ~iorld \.ar I files of the Z.t:ilitary Intelligence Division, 
tlar Departmont, liiashington, D. c. · · 

'ihc material being furnished you may be retained pormanently. 

3 !nels: 
1. Extracts dtd 25 hay 45 

J.rxl 3C J\Ul 1919. 
2. Secret Ink Data (53 pages) 
3. Oojccts of the ~arcels l>ost 

Censorship (2 pages) 

SinCerely., 

/-sj . 
~JILL!AF~ F. FRIED11AN 

ConS"ul.tant 

W.F.Friedman/eby/22 Apr 52 
Consultant/Ext. 60493 

Declassified and approved for release by NSA on 11-20-2014 pursuant to E .0. 1352e 
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DD ~~~~~o 95 Replaces DA AOO Form 895, I Apr 48, and AFBQ 
Form 12, 10 Nov 47, which may be used. 
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Office Memorandu~·-·;· ~~~~;~ sTA~s-GovERNMENT 
TO 

FROM 

:Mr. w. F. Friedman, Consultant, 
AFSA-00-T 

: R & A Officer, PII!/AFSA, Room 1011-B, AHS 

DATE: 31 March 1952 

SUBJECT: Secret Inks Bureau of MI-8 

1. This office has received a requirement from the Technical 
Support Staff, SAD/CIA, for detailed information regarding the 
Secret Inks Bureau- of :r-rr-8 during lvorld War I. Available 
references, such as Yardley's "American· Black Chamber" and "War 
Department AnnUal Reports, 1919, 11 Volume I, Part 1, page 329 have 
been consulted. 

2. We woUld appreciate receiving -inforinatiori on thE:i"location 
of the -complete official record of this Secret Iriks . Bureau,- aild. . 
any procedures necessar,y to get permission to inspect the record. 

OGA 

-··~·· 

-~-. .,-· 

liJP SEBR.ET 
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I NAI TITLE INITIALS CIRCULATE 

Capt. Dyer 
ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION DATE COORDINATION 

Chief, AFSA-lb 
2 FILE 

INFORMATION 

3 NECESSARY 
ACTION 

NOTE AND 
RETURN 

4 SEE ME 

SIGNATURE 

REMARKS 

Fomarded heretd th is a photostat copy of 

nsecret Ink Data"·, fol:.' your retention. 

OGA 

-

CJ:ko-~ l ffi -t I I 

-
a 

FROM NAME OR TITLE ;~4:~ . k"tc\ .'::.~1--
ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION 

i 
I <P .. nN<\ 

D D ' FORM 9 5 Replaces DA AGO Form 895, I Apr 48, anti AFBQ 
I FEB 50 Form 12, 10 Nov 47, which may be used. 
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"Secret Inks. 

• 
Extract from 

"The Achievements of tho Cipher ~ureau (t·1I-8) 
During the First t-rarld \r/ar: 

Documents by Hajor Herbert o. Yardley" 

Dated 25 Z.1ay 1945 

11That the enemy was usi%13 secret inks for some of his communications 
was kn~m in a general way from a very early date. The first actual case 
that can10 to attenticn, however, seems to have been that of a letter 
written tdth invisible ink in ~Iodern Greek and brought across the Mexican 
bonier in tho shoe of an illiterate woman. This was developed by simple 
processes in I~. I. 8 but many suspicious documentsdtd not yield to treat­
ment. In:f'ornation of a general nature was obtained from tho British and 
the Prench concerning German technique in tlb1s field, and after much corre­
spommce ~l. r. 8 Has put in possession of 3l.l. the knollledge of' our allies 
in the so thrca ways: 

(a) By a volwninous report tr.:msmitted through Capta:l.n J. A. Powell• 
who was Hcnt abrooo in Decerrbor 1917 w establish liaison with our allies 
in all mtters of this genertll nature. 

{b) 3y the visit to Aroorica at the expense of t·1. I. D. of Nr. s. w. 
Collins 1 one of' the best of tho Br:l. tlsh experts in the detection of secret 
inks. 

{c) 'JJy +.i113 viait of Captain ~nluett K. Carver of N. I. 8 to Great 
Dri tain and France for c t·lldy in tho laboratories there. 

11Correspon:iorce and other prelirninaries delayed for a painfully long 
time the estai>lishloont of a laboratory in 1-1. ;r. 8. This did not actually 
take place untU. the removal to 1)30 F Street in July, 1918. The labora­
tory was, hcmever, at this date able to function iJrJt1ediateJ.y in highest 
e££ic1moy. Its record under Captain Carver - and in his absence, under 
Lt. A. J. I~cOraUl9.,. is one of thorough equipment for any problem in its 
field am of great usefulness. Gn an average over 2000 letters per week 
wore examined from July 1, 1918 to February 1 1 1919." 

-"19. Lieutenant Colonel A. J. HcGrail was the only member of NI-8 in 
Washington who later also was a mmbor of the Signal Security 
Agency in the Seoond t·lorld i..far. From l~l until his death on 30 
Aprll 1945 Colonel t<icGrall was in charge of all work involVing 
secret ink and photography •" 
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Extract from 

"Brief Outline of ~Iork Covered by H. I. 8 
for tho Year Ending J\Ule JO, 1919" 

Dated June 30, 1919 

11B.- That the enemY wuo using secret inks for some of its 
comm\Ulicat:l.ons was known in a eeneral way frorn a very early date. The 
first actual case that came to attention, hOt-fever, seems to have bean 
that of a letter written with invisible ink in Ecxiern Greek and brougilt 
across the I•:exican bonier in the shoe Qf an illiterate woman. This was 
cievoloped by si:!aple processes in t·1. I. 8~ but many suspicious documents 
dicl not yield to treatment. Information of a general nature was obtained 
fron the British ani· Frem h concerning German technique in this field, 
and after much co~sporxience direct liaison t-tas established with our 
allies, This resulted in the creation of the f.ieoret Ink .Bureau. wllich 
discovered some .fifty important secret ink spy letters that led U> many 
arrests. The Ger.aan spy activities revealed in these letters ranged 
from the establishment of oubmarlne bases to the destruction of muni .. 
tioo factories. An aV'eraee of over 2000 letters per wee..~ were exarrJ.ned 
untU the lifting or the censorship." 


