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MEHCRARIUN FUR MR, GRANT RANZOM:

SUBJECT) Bﬁn!' Hislory of U, 9, COMYIET AStivities

1. Gerewith as reguasted i & very cordensed hiastory of the Comani-
eations Intalligenta (ONMINT) aotivities ef the U, 7,

2, It iz advisable What ] oall your sttemtion % the following:

&y This history has ne standing as s official decumant, although
I balievs the informatiom it contains is muthientie.

by 1 the story about the Savyfs CONINT organisation and setivi-
tles appsirs rather seager in gomrarison with that abgut the Army's, pleass
bear in mind (1) that thare i3, s0 far as I mave besn abdle o ascertaln,
nG officlisl Ravy history of thaat wrpmizaltion or of ite sstivities, so that
I eoulsd coumlt no offisial dosuments or dooumentad scurces) snd that (2)
tha sttivitiss and pewults of tha Navy'e COMIXT organization and ooratios
wre ket highly seerwt even within the javy sl were & scra or leoss Coue
atoly closad book to thw Arwmy wmti) about 1937, so tiat ay perzonal mow
of or very otcazional contacts with thes haxrdly affond s good Lasls
for writing authentic history. The ctly document I was able to find wes
an ioforzal anl znofficlal, very brisf history, preparsd in drafi form by
Capt, L. P. Safford, USH, who was Chisf of the Fary's CONINT organlwstion
fron 4 Eay 1935 unti) 1h Pebruary 1542, Capt. <afford wrote nis draft hise
tery in Bovesber 1543, twt sarried the story anly op %0 7 December 154l.

%, If I had bewy given wore time, this history =ight be shorter,
g at leatt It would Le mors complate, for it would be streyge 4f & few
fusts partinent 1o the history wern not omitted az & rosalt of the presswro
aier whiich 1t was written,

3. oo mush slsslon nov noted Is Vs ddaling with the sotivities
of the arytawiytio wmit of the U, 2. Comst Qumrd during the days of the
Sacbhle axpertant.® In 1925 the Coast (Quard established a swal) unit in
Washington, headed by Nra, Priwinan mx consisting of sbout sall desen
pErRs, 10 sdlve ratio traffis of the run.runmera eperating in U, S.
fesstnl wutars, The Coast Guard Duallt up an exoellent intercest srvics
for this purpose, Tho intercept servioe ard the sryptanalytic wlt cone
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tinued to operate svan after 1933, working on the traffiec of other illicit
operations, chiefly those of narcotics emugglers. Shortly after Pearl
Barbor the Coast Guard became an integr:l part of the Mavy and ite crxypt-
analytic unit was moved to_the Navy Communications Annex (Nebraska Avenus).
This wnit was kept intact and worked upon Clandestine traffic, largely inat
of Cerman gecret agents ment to or from the Western Hemisphere. Soon afier
V=J Day, this unit did not go back to the Coast Guard but was demobiliged.
Currently, the Coast Guard conducts no cryptanalytic activities, the Navy
baving assumed responsibility for such as might be requasted by the Coast
Guard, T do not belisve tha.t. any such requests have been made o date,

L. I hope t-.im hi.story, poor as it 1s, will be useful to you and
#266pt full responsibility for any errors and omissions, all of which are,

af courdd, uhintentdonal,

WILLIAM F. FRIEDMAN
Consultant
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