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POLICY GROUP TQ UTILIZF, JCIFNTIFIC TALENTS
ESTABLISHED BY RESPARCH AND DEVELCPMENT BOARD
hstablishment of a poliey group within the Research and Develop-~
ment Boord of the Department of Defensc. ¥8e¢  announccd today by
Walter G, Whitman, the now chalrmon of the board.

) This group wlll work closely with Chalrman Whitman in formulating
and ¢xeguting policy, with special emphasis on utilizing the talents

of the mony scientists and englneers from industry and the unlversities
who stand rcady to assilsgt the Boord in lbts work,

The internal policy group will include Dr. James A, Perkins as
Deputy Chairman, Dr. Roverbt C. Gunnecss and Edwin A. Speakmon as Vice
Chairmen, Dr. S. Douglas Corncll as Dircctor of Planning, and the threc
full-time mllitary secretarics of the Board, Major General James F,
Phillips of the Air Force, Brig, Gencral Robert We Crichlow of the

Army, oandr Captain Steadman Tellcr of the Navy.
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Dr. darmcs A+ Perkins, the ucew Deputy Chalrman, recelved his B.A,
degree if'rom Swarthmorc College in 1934, He did his graduatc work at
Princeton University where he received his Ph.D. in 1937.

From 1957 to 1941 Dr, Perkins was Assistant Professor of Publice
Arfalrs and Assistant Dircctor, School of Public and International
Affairs, ot Princcton University., In 1941 ho joilned the 0ffice of
Price Administration in Washington, D.C. as Divector of the Paper
Divisions In 1943 he became Assistant to the Administrator of the-
Foreign Hconomic Administrations. In 19%5 he 1l¢ft the Government ta
take bhe posliblion of Vige President of Swarthmore College, a positlon
he held until 1950 when he became Dxecutive Assoclabec of the Carnegile
Corporation oi New York.

Dy, Porkins is acgualnted with the Research and Developument Board,
Having sewved as a consultant to the Chairman, and is now on leave
from the Carnegle Corporatlion for hls prcsent assignment to the Board,
He and his wifo, Mrs, Jean Perkins, with their three childron, Barbara,
10; Joan, 8; and John, o, make thelr home in Princeton, New Jersey.

Dr. Robert €, Gunucss, who becomes a Viece Chalrman, reeclved his
B.3. degree in Chemistry in 1932 at Massachusetts State College, He
undertoolr graduate study in Chomical Englneering at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, recelving the M.S. degree in 1934 and the
D.Sc. 1n 1936, - MORE
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Subsequently, ‘Gunness served & ycar as &Lructor of chemical
engineering of M,I.T,., and, thepn was appointed assistant profossor and
& director in its School of Chemical Engineering Practice at the planti
of the Monsanto Shemlical Company in Everett, Massachusetts, and of The |
Hercules Powder Company at Parlin, New Jersey. In 1938, Dr, Gunness \
joined the Regsearch Department of the Standard 01l Company of Indlana;
engaglng initially Iin procesgs design apd pllot. plant development of

- Since 1947, he has been

manager of the oompany's research activities.

Dr, Gunness is a councillor of the Amerigan Institute of Chemical
Englneers and a member of the Amerlcan Chcmic&l Society and of the
Soclety of Automotive Engineers, Ho brings to the Rescarch and
Development Board a broad expecrlence and talent in the field of chemical
enginecring and in the managcment of industrial résearch. He has been
active in RDB as Chalrman of the Panel on Fuels Requiring Oxidizers
under the Committee qn Fuels and Tubricants. Dr, Gunness and his wife,
Mrs. Beverly O, Guuness, with thelr three children, Robert C., Jr.,L12;
Don&ld A+, 10; and Beverly Anne, 6# 1ive in Plossmoor, Illinols.

Edwin A SpoaMman, who bogomes a Vice Chairman, recelved hils B,S,
~d@gree in physics- in 1931 from Haverford College, Haverlord,PBansylwenis
where he vas a scholarship student. From 1931 to 1934, ¥r, Speakman
was instrucktor in physics at Haverford College and as part of his
graduatc study invented a photo~clectric timing system on whlch he
holds a patent, Thls ls the flrst system which used a light becam fop
, biming races automatically and to an accuracy of .0l second. In 1934,
Mr, Speakman joincd the research laboratories of thc Phil¢o Corporation
as a radio cuginecr, Here he invented the telescoplc rod antenna which
has been adopted for use on all radiowcgulpped automoblles, Subseguent=
1y, he worked with Phllco Corporation and automoblle companies on
matters relating to the development and production of oleotronic
aqulpment,

- After scrving as a physicist wlth the Curtis Publishing Company
for a brief period in 1939, Mr. Speakman was appointed to the Naval
Research Laboratory in Washington, D.C, Here, he held the positions
of Assistant Supcrintendent of the Radio Divislon and headed the
Countermeasurcs Branch of the Laboratory from 1940 to 1949, During
this period, he also initiated developments for Naval radar equlpment.
_ Por this work he recelved the Navy's Merltorious Clvilian Service

Award in 1046, .

Mr., Specakman jolned the stalf of the Research and Development
Board in May 1949 as exccutive director of the Committce on Electronics,
D,A. Quarles, vice president of the Bell Telephonc Laboratorics, is
chalrman of thisg Committee which 1s responsible for coordinating all
military resecarch and development in the fleld of electroniles,

Mr. Spcakmon is a Senlor Mombor of the Institute of Radio Engin-
cers, mouber of the American Physical Soclety, and former member of
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the U.8. Civlil Servicco Board of Examiners Tor Scientific and Teclhinical
“"personnel. He has becn active also in civie affairs as president of
the Falrfax Village Citizens Associlation and as a delegatce to the D.C.
” Federation of Clitizens Associations.

My, Speekman'!s home is in Narbecrth, Pennsylvania, where he
attended Lower Merion High School, graduatlng in 1927. IHe resldes
with his wifc and two daughtcrs, Suzanne, 8; and Patricia Annc,

5 nmonths, at 3636 Greenway Drive, S.BE. Mrs,. Spcakman (nee Dorothy
McClellan) comes Trom Haddonfleld, New Jersoy, and is a graduate of
Glassboro State College, Glassboro, New Jerscy.




